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History of the Northwest Straits Initiative

NOAA Sanctuary proposed in 1980’s

U.S. Senator Patty Murray (D) and Congressman Jack
Metcalf (R) -- The Murray-Metcalf Commission

Congressional Authorization
Bottom-up approach

Modeled after San Juan MRC
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Created to...

Protect and restore marine waters, species
and habitats of the Northwest Straits to
achieve ecosystem health and
sustainable resource use through a

citizen-based approach.




Role of the MRCs

e Identify and communicate local priorities
* Design and carry out projects
e Advisory body to local government



Provides base funding for MRCs
Regional focus and strategic plan

Data storage and sharing/ bibliography and
Sound 1Q

Training and coordination among MRCs

Integrates work with other regional programs



Non-profit organization - funding from
public and private sources

Leverages support for MRC projects,
supplemental to the core (federal) support

Manages state-wide derelict fishing gear
removal program

Manages large restoration projects

Restoration-related workshops/ training
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Northwest Straits Commission funding
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Forage Fish Spawn Habitat Suitability




Marine Stewardship Area

Port Susan, Shnohomish and Island counties
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