
 
agenda 

 
 

Meeting:  Northwest Straits Commission 
Location:  WebEx Conference Call 
Date:  December 9, 2016 
Time:  10:00 am to 12:00 pm 
 
To join the WebEx meeting, click here. Enter your name and email address and click “Join.” 
For audio conference only, dial: 1-877-668-4493 access code: 927 802 851 

 
10:00 – 10:10   Welcome and Opening Remarks 

 

Open the meeting with introductions 
Approval of November meeting minutes  

Nan McKay, chair 

10:10 – 10:45 NWSC Committee Reports 
Executive Committee  
Science Advisory Committee 
External Relations Committee 
Hiring Committee 

 
Jamey Selleck 
Ron Thom 
Tom Cowan 
Terry Stevens 

10:45 - 11:00 Discussion re: how and when NWSC writes comment 
letters 

Ginny Broadhurst 

11:00 - 11:15 MRC Conference debrief and possible follow up actions 
• Olympia oyster meeting 
• Underwater sound issues 
• Forage fish recurring conference calls  

 
  

11:15 – 11:40 MRC Reports MRC Representatives 

11:40 Round table  

11:50  Public Comment  

12:00 Adjourn  

 

https://wadismeetings.webex.com/wadismeetings/j.php?MTID=m577b25ee0a8c7d71207409f25011b679


 
minutes 

 
 

November 4, 2016 • 10:00am – 11:00am  
Commission Business Meeting  

AV Room - Northwest Maritime Center, Port Townsend  
Attendees:  
Commission members: Nan McKay (Chair), Jamey Selleck (Vice-Chair, Skagit), Alan Clark (Clallam), Doug Stark 
(Whatcom), Ed Adams (Island), Phil Green (San Juan), Paul Clampitt (Snohomish), Jerry Masters, Tom Cowan  
 
Commission staff: Ginny Broadhurst, Nicole Jordan, Lucas Hart  
 
Others in attendance: Terry Stevens, Jay Lind (Skagit MRC Chair), Kathleen Herrmann (Snohomish MRC staff), 
Anna Toledo (Island MRC staff), Caroline Gibson (Northwest Straits Foundation), Frances Wood (Island MRC 
Chair), Bob Vreeland and Bob Campbell (Clallam MRC)  
 
Absent: Terry Williams, Ron Thom, Sheida Sahandy, Dale Moses (Jefferson)  
 
Welcome and introductions  
Nan McKay opened the meeting and facilitated introductions.  
 
The minutes from the September Northwest Straits Commission meeting were approved and are available 
here: http://nwstraits.org/archive/.  
 
Director hiring process  
Terry Stevens, Director at Padilla Bay Reserve, provided an update on the status of the hiring of a new 
Commission director. The hiring committee narrowed applicants down to three candidates who will present at 
a special Commission meeting. The November 9 meeting to review finalists is postponed due to multiple 
scheduling difficulties. Commissioners should expect more information once the meeting is rescheduled. 
 Action: Nicole will send out a doodle poll to reschedule the Commission meeting.  

 
External Relations Committee  
Tom Cowan presented a letter drafted by the External Relations Committee to legislators regarding a request 
for biennial state funding. The request of $455,000 would provide annually $32,500 to each MRC and would 
focus on three key project areas: salmon restoration by protecting forage fish; finding and documenting kelp 
beds; and restoring native Olympia oysters.  
 Action: Commission members are encouraged to talk with Tom Cowan about contacting their 

legislators.  
 

Discussion of draft updated Strategic Plan  
Ginny presented the mini-updates to the environmental goals of the Strategic Plan. Ginny added a status 
column which the Commission thought should stay in place and be used for reference. Commission staff will 
make changes suggested and make it available for a future Commission meeting.  
 
 
 

http://nwstraits.org/archive/


 
minutes 

 
 

 
Other business items  
 
MRC website update  
Site upgrades for four MRCs were completed and launched at the end of September including Jefferson, 
Snohomish, San Juan and Island. New sites remain at the same addresses.  
 
Funding proposals and letters of support  
Lucas wrote a letter of support for Puget Sound Institute for a forage fish project being proposed to SeaDoc 
Society for funding. He also wrote a letter of intent to apply for a grant to NOAA. Lastly, Lucas worked with 
Caroline Gibson and Tom Mumford to draft a letter of interest for funding to NOAA for development of a kelp 
recovery plan.  
 
MRC Reports  
Monthly reports for each MRC are available by visiting this link: http://bit.ly/2fBCfdK  
 

*The next Commission meeting is being rescheduled* 

http://bit.ly/2fBCfdK


 
 

Executive Committee Meeting 
November 21, 2016 • 11:00am-12:00pm 

Conference Call  
 

Committee Members: Tom Cowan, Nan McKay, Ron Thom, Phil Green, Jamey Selleck 
Commission Staff/Support: Ginny Broadhurst, Nicole Jordan 
Others in Attendance:  Caroline Gibson, Terry Stevens 
 
 
Hiring process – overview and updates 
Terry Stevens said all candidates are confirmed for the December 5 Commission meeting. He will send out candidate 
information in advance through the mail so Commission members can review it before the meeting. Ginny said 
Commission staff will be present for the candidate’s presentations and Sasha will stay to represent the Commission staff 
during the executive session. 
 
Creating positive transition for new Director and staff – timelines and issues 
Ginny said she is focused on tying up loose ends at the Commission office, performing staff evaluations and working on 
funding ideas. To make the transition to a new director as smooth as possible, she plans to work a few days a week 
through December and maintain flexibility through the beginning of January.  
 
Priority actions for Ginny  
Ginny is working on compiling a document which outlines her key responsibilities and will continue to work with the 
Commission and Commission staff through the director changeover.  
 
Debrief from MRC Conference 
Survey feedback indicated that most people thought the conference went well.  Caroline said the Foundation staff will be 
debriefing the conference once all staff are back from vacation. A full conference debrief can be expected at the Friday, 
December 9 Commission meeting.  

 Action: Commission staff will summarize survey results for review at the December 9 Commission meeting.  
 
December Commission meetings 
The committee agreed to keep the Commission meeting scheduled for Friday, December 9 from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM 
over WebEx in addition to the December 5 Commission meeting for director candidate review at Padilla Bay. This will 
accommodate regular business items and further discussion points which may arise.  
 
Review our process for commenting on projects and policies that affect our mission and work 
Nan asked for clarification about when the Commission writes comment letters. Ginny explained that the Commission 
generally responds to requests if they are brought up by a Commission member, if it looks like a comment letter from 
NWSC might have a significant effect on a decision and finally if there’s consensus within the Commission on the 
comments to be made. Comment letters take a good deal of staff time to draft and vet with the Commission.  

 Action: Add the topic of NWSC comment procedures to the December 9 Commission meeting agenda.  
 
 

*The next regular Executive Committee meeting is scheduled for December 12, 2016 at 11:00 AM over 
conference call* 



SAC meeting 11/9/16 

Background – The NWSC Science Advisory Committee expressed interest in connecting a 
student (undergraduate or graduate) to MRC work by having the student assist in 
analyzing/summarizing long term data sets. Anna mentioned to Lucas that the Cornet Bay data 
has been collated but help was needed for proper analysis. A call was set up between the 
Science Advisory Committee and Island MRC to discuss how best to connect a student to the 
data analysis (within a reasonable budget).  
 
Four years of pre and post beach restoration seining data has been collected for Cornet Bay. 
The project was done in phases, as a result, analysis is not straight forward. Confounding 
environmental factors were also present. The ultimate goal is to produce a report similar to the 
report by Eric Beamer “Juvenile Chinook salmon and nearshore fish use in habitat associated 
with Crescent harbor Salt Marsh, 2011 – 2015.” 
 
Eric Beamer was approached previously about doing the analysis. Cost estimate was $15-$18K.  
 
MRC has ~$2500 to spend on analysis.  
 
Tessa suggested that the MRC/project leads write a meta description of what they have and 
what they need in terms of help. Tessa offered to review this meta description to make sure it 
contains adequate information to successfully pitch the analysis project to potential partners.  
 
When meta description is complete, possible partners (i.e. people who may have budget 
friendly suggestions for help with analysis) include: 
Casey Ruff (Skagit River System Cooperative) 
Jason Toft (PSEMP Nearshore Group) 
Si Simenstad (UW) 
Tom Quinn (UW) 
P. Sean McDonald (UW Capstone Program) 
 
Discussion continued around the importance of linking this project/project results to other 
restoration and seining projects that occur or have occurred. How do we look at regional 
trends?  
Groups that are doing seining could be approached to look for connections (NWS Foundation, 
Skagit River System Cooperative, MRC’s, Sammish Tribe).  
 
It will be important to consider the impacts of climate change in the analysis.  
 
Island MRC will follow up after the Meta description is complete. Further discussion can then 
take place on who will contact potential partners.  
 



 
 

External Relations Committee Meeting 
Northwest Straits Commission office 

November 14, 2016 
 
Committee Members present:  Nan McKay, Tom Cowan, Caroline Gibson, Jerry Masters, Alan Clark 
Commission Staff: Sasha Horst 
 
Tom opened the meeting with a welcome to Alan and thanks for joining the committee. Sasha will forward 
to Alan minutes from previous meetings to help familiarize himself with work done to date.  

Tom sent a revised version of the draft letter for legislators to committee members for final review. The 
fact sheet format of the letter should be sent to the full Commission. Nan and Caroline will send remaining 
edits to Tom today to allow the letter to be distributed this week. The letter will be sent under Nan’s 
signature. 

Tom reported on his conversation with Senator Ranker, who is the ranking minority member of the Senate 
Ways and Means Committee. The External Relations Committee suggested that Tom contact Senator 
Ranker again to clarify the best approach to communicate the pending budget request to the Senate, and 
clarify best approach to communicate with members of the House.  

Assignments for follow up on the letter are:  

• Senator Ranker, 40th district – Tom Cowan 
• Senator Christine Rolfes, 23rd district – Nan McKay 
• Senator Marko Liias, 21st district – Jerry Masters 
• Rep. Norma Smith, 10th district – An FYI to her as an email, not a request, Jerry Masters 
• Rep. Steve Tharinger, 24th district – Alan Clark will talk to Mike Doherty. The question to Rep. 

Tharinger is – would you be willing to lead this in the House? 
• Rep. Kris Lytton, 40th district – Tom Cowan 
• Rep. Kevin van de Wege, 24th district – Caroline, Alan 

Deadline for sending letter and follow up: Friday, Nov 18. Follow up request is to ask Senate Democrats to 
contact Sen. Ranker to give their support.  

 



  

 

 

October 31, 2016 

Dr. Joseph K. Gaydos 
SeaDoc Society 
942 Deer Harbor Rd 
Eastsound, WA 98245 

Dear Joe, 

The Northwest Straits Commission is pleased to provide this letter of support for 
the proposed Pacific herring recovery team co-led by Dr. Tessa Francis and Dr. 
Dayv Lowery et al.  

The Northwest Straits Marine Conservation Initiative consists of a Northwest 
Straits Commission and seven Marine Resources Committees (MRCs). The 
Commission provides support to MRCs in order to promote local and regional 
stewardship, engage citizen scientists in nearshore monitoring programs, and 
design and carry out projects to protect and restore Puget Sound marine species 
and habitats.  

Much of the Northwest Straits Commission’s work is rooted in understanding and 
protecting forage fish and the habitats they depend upon, which we see as integral 
in supporting the health of Puget Sound. In this vein, we have extensive 
experience working with co-PI’s of the proposed project and their respective 
organizations. This experience includes but is not limited to current ongoing Puget 
Sound forage fish surveys and organization of the Research Symposium, 
Conservation and Ecology of Marine Forage Fishes in 2012.   

The Pacific herring recovery team in this proposal includes the best minds in the 
forage fish world and they are well equipped to identify and address the challenges 
facing Pacific herring in the Salish Sea and beyond. We have full confidence that 
they will produce a comprehensive priority pathway that will return this species to a 
level that will support a robust Salish Sea ecosystem. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ginny Broadhurst, Director 
Northwest Straits Commission  



 

 

September 22, 2016 
 
Ms. Michelle Wilcox 
Department of Ecology 
PO Box 47600 
Olympia, WA 98504-7600 

 

Dear Ms. Wilcox, 

The Northwest Straits Marine Conservation Initiative and our seven county-based 
Marine Resources Committees work to protect and restore the marine resources of the 
Northwest Straits region of Puget Sound. The Initiative was authorized by Congress in 
1998 and has become a national model for its citizen-based approach to conservation 
and its success in engaging diverse members of our local communities. 

The Northwest Straits Commission has the following comments on the Preliminary 
Draft Rule Amendments of the Shoreline Management Act rules, not in priority order:  

• It’s important for the rules to encourage strong consideration of sea level rise at the 
local level. Events such as storm surges, flooding and king tides will be more severe 
and require long-term planning and adaptation. Local jurisdictions need 
vulnerability assessments and inundation maps. Marine Resources Committee 
projects are beginning to study local impacts through storm surge monitoring. This, 
and other data should be integrated into predictive models that are specific to 
individual Puget Sound basins. It should not be assumed that one Puget Sound-
wide model or models originating from other regions of the country or world will 
be applicable or sufficient for planning in local communities in Puget Sound.  

• The impacts of sea level rise and climate change should be considered in the siting 
of new net pens.  

• Both the Shoreline Master Program handbook and rule amendments need to use 
stronger language that raises the urgency of protecting Puget Sound’s ecological 
function from threats of climate change and sea level rise. SMP’s should be required 
to address how the loss of ecological function has been reviewed using Ecology’s 
guiding documents or other field experts.  

• We appreciate the Department’s willingness to work with Island County to impose 
a temporary ban on finfish aquaculture in the most recent update of its Shoreline 



  

Master Program. We encourage Ecology to work with other counties in a similar 
fashion. Looking ahead, the comments from the Island County Marine Resources 
Committee regarding siting concerns remain relevant and should be considered in 
future deliberations. It would be prudent to place a moratorium on all new net pens 
until new guidelines are available and based on up-to-date information.  

• We support Ecology’s decision to remove new language that was added to the 
Water Dependent Uses Preliminary Draft Rules as well as the new section 
addressing floating aquaculture. As the Preliminary Draft Rule Amendments 
highlight, management guidelines for net pens do not reflect current science. We 
strongly support updating of these guidelines.  

• We would like to see incentives, easier permitting and proactive planning for 
restoration projects.  

• We encourage the Department to work with other agencies to protect shorelines 
from unnecessary armoring activities. Protecting shoreline habitat and allowing 
natural erosion from feeder bluffs is a vital part of a healthy Puget Sound shoreline 
and is an important goal of the Puget Sound Action Agenda.  

 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide input, and we look forward to continuing to work 
with the Department on this important issue. 

Sincerely,  

 
Nan McKay, Chair 
Northwest Straits Commission 



 

 

February 24, 2015 

Joshua Nicholas 

Natural Resources Bldg 

600 Capitol Way N. 

Olympia, WA  98501-1091  

Attn:  ALEA Volunteer Grants 

Dear Mr. Nicholas:  

I am writing to provide support for the Puget Sound Angler’s proposal PSA Education, 

Fisheries and Conservation that will educate the fishing community about properly 

releasing rockfish at depth to prevent barotrauma mortality.  

 I have participated in a Puget Sound rockfish advisory group with Ron Garner of PSA for 

several years and have become familiar with his PSA work related to barotrauma 

education.  This type of outreach and education is an extremely important component of 

rockfish recovery and is something that is well suited to PSA.  In fact, there’s no other group 

that can do it as well – PSA is the right delivery mechanism for information on barotrauma 

and has the right message to deliver.  They are in the right place, among the right people 

with the right message and this work will make a difference.   

Thank you for your consideration of this project.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ginny Broadhurst 

Exec Director 

Northwest Straits Commission 

10441 Bayview-Edison Rd. 



Mount Vernon, WA  98273 

 



 

 

February 3, 2014 
 

Representative Joe Fitzgibbon 
305 John L. O'Brien Building 
PO Box 40600 
Olympia, WA 98504-0600 

 

Dear Rep. Fitzgibbon, 

The Northwest Straits Marine Conservation Initiative and our seven county-based Marine 
Resources Committees work to protect and restore the marine resources of the Northwest 
Straits region of Puget Sound. The Initiative was authorized by Congress in 1998 and has 
become a national model for its citizen-based approach to conservation and its success in 
engaging diverse members of our local communities.   

The issue of oil transportation in western Washington was discussed by the Northwest Straits 
Commission at our January 31 meeting.  The members expressed concern about the anticipated 
increased volume of oil, and variety of oil, to be transported by rail and vessel in our region. 

The Northwest Straits Commission is very concerned about the safety of our transportation 
system and increased risks of spills and other hazards to marine and nearshore areas.  Therefore, 
we respectfully encourage the House Committee on the Environment to move HB 2347 out of 
committee for full discussion on the floor of the legislature.   

Furthermore, the Northwest Straits Commission and our seven locally based Marine Resources 
Committees request that we be included in consultations and discussions of this issue as they 
develop.  

Thank you, Representative Fitzgibbon, for your efforts on this important issue so critical to the 
citizens and marine waters of Washington State’s northwest interior.  

Sincerely,   

Ken Carrasco 
Ken Carrasco  
Vice Chair  



Northwest Straits Commission 
10441 Bayview-Edison Road 
Mount Vernon, WA  98273 
 
phone:  360.428.1084 
fax:  360.428.1491 
e-mail:   commission@nwstraits.org 
web:  www.nwstraits.org 

 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

  
September 5, 2013 
 
To:  John Haines, USGS Coastal and Marine Geology Program 
 
From:  Caroline Gibson, Northwest Straits Commission 
 
Re:  Support for forage fish research in Puget Sound 
 
Dear Dr. Haines: 
 
I would like to express my support for the efforts by Theresa Liedtke and the US 
Geological Survey (USGS) Coastal Habitats in Puget Sound program, to generate new 
information on forage fish habitat associations and trophic interactions in Puget Sound. 
This research implements key recommendations of the international research symposium 
convened by the Northwest Straits Commission (Commission), USGS, the Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, and the Puget Sound Partnership in September 2012. 
 
The Commission and seven county-based Marine Resources Committees comprise 
the Northwest Straits Marine Conservation Initiative, authorized by Congress since 
1998. Our approach to local and regional marine resource protection is nationally 
recognized; our network of respected academics, tribal leaders, natural resource 
managers, non-profit organizations and businesses represents a wide range of expertise.  
 
The conservation of forage fishes is a priority of the Commission, and related research, 
monitoring and education are the foundation of our Forage Fish Program. Our 
collaboration with USGS in the symposium Conservation and Ecology of Marine 
Forage Fishes and subsequent production of proceedings was a highly successful 
endeavor, and we look forward to future partnerships with Theresa and the agency.  
 
Please don't hesitate to contact me at Gibson@nwstraits.org or 360-391-7190. 

 
Caroline Gibson, Marine Program Manager 
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Northwest Straits Commission 
10441 Bayview-Edison Road 
Mount Vernon, WA  98273 
 
phone:  360.428.1084 
fax:  360.428.1491 
e-mail:   commission@nwstraits.org 
web:  www.nwstraits.org 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

July 11, 2012 
 
The Honorable Ken Salazar 
Secretary of the Interior 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, DC 20240 
 
Major General Merdith W.B. Temple 
Headquarters 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
441 G Street NW 
Washington, DC 20314-1000 
 
 

The Honorable John McHugh 
Secretary of the Army 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1400 
 
Mr. Michael Pool, Acting Director 
Bureau of Land Management 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, NW, Room 5665 
Washington, DC 20240 
 

Re: Request for Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement on Gateway Pacific Terminal 
 
 
To: The Honorable Ken Salazar, The Honorable John MucHugh, Major General Temple, and 
 Mr. Michael Pool: 
 
On behalf of the Northwest Straits Commission, I am writing to request the preparation of a 
Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) for the proposed Gateway Pacific 
Terminal in Whatcom County, Washington. Our non-partisan organization encompasses a 
multitude of interests, cultural perspectives, and expertise around marine resources and 
ecosystems. We have serious concerns about the proposed facility at Cherry Point, and potential 
impacts of increased coal transport from Washington state to Asia. 
 
The Northwest Straits Commission serves as the board of directors for the Northwest Straits 
Marine Conservation Initiative (Northwest Straits Initiative), a federally authorized program that 
includes seven county-based Marine Resources Committees in northern Puget Sound. Restoring 
and protecting nearshore marine ecosystems are core functions of the organization. In addition to 
carrying out research, monitoring, and restoration projects, the Northwest Straits Initiative 
provides a public forum for discussion around a variety of pressing issues such as oil spill 
prevention and preparedness, nearshore habitat loss, and ocean acidification. 
 
The protection and restoration of Puget Sound is subject of national attention and concern, and we 
agree that a regional and cumulative analysis of Gateway Pacific Terminal impacts is preferable to 
a site-by-site evaluation. A PEIS provides the means to assess impacts from the potentially 
significant increase in shipping traffic, and transport of coal and coal by-products along the 
shoreline by rail. Many wildlife species at risk are migratory, and with complex life histories (e.g. 
orca, salmon, and various marine birds and waterfowl). The health of these creatures is dependent 
upon healthy ecosystems throughout their geographic range and life cycles.  
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Northwest Straits Commission 
10441 Bayview-Edison Road 
Mount Vernon, WA  98273 
 
phone:  360.428.1084 
fax:  360.428.1491 
e-mail:   commission@nwstraits.org 
web:  www.nwstraits.org 

 

Additionally, an increase in both shipping traffic and the risk of a major oil spill in this region 
could negatively impact our local and state economies, affecting commercial and sport fishing, 
shellfish, whale watching, recreational boating and other businesses. Increased rail traffic may 
also impact water-dependent businesses, access to shorelines, and even emergency response in 
local communities.  
 
We believe that a regional analysis through a PEIS should include, and not necessarily be limited 
to, the assessment of impacts to water quality, air quality, habitats, wildlife species, and potential 
loss of tourism. In addition, a comprehensive assessment should specifically include the potential 
effect of increased noise from shipping traffic on endangered Southern resident orca populations.  
 
I appreciate this opportunity to comment, and your thoughtful consideration of our request.  
 
 Sincerely, 

  
 Jerry Masters, Chair, Northwest Straits Commission  
 
 
cc: 
Clallam County Commission 
Island County Commission 
Jefferson County Commission 
San Juan County Council 
Skagit County Commission 
Snohomish County Council  
Whatcom County Council  
 
Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe 
Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 
Lummi Nation 
Makah Tribe 
Nooksack Indian Tribe 
Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe 
Samish Indian Nation 
Stillaguamish Tribe 
Swinomish Tribal Community 
Tulalip Tribes 
Upper Skagit Indian Tribe 
 
Dennis McLerren, Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency - Region 10 
Ted Sturdevant, Director, Washington State Department of Ecology 
 
 

mailto:commission@nwstraits.org


MRC Monthly Report 
County: Clallam 

Month/Year: November 2016 

Submitted by: Cathy Lear and Helle Andersen 

Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): none. 

Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 

MRC Meeting: The monthly Clallam MRC meeting was held November 21st in the large conference room 
at the County Courthouse. The topics included: a presentation by Nicole Harris, Olympic Coast National 
Marine Sanctuary, about K-12 education provided by OCNMS and Feiro Marine Life Center, a 
presentation by John Cambalik about the LIO’s ecosystem protection and recovery plan, an update on a 
LIO oil spill workshop, and a debriefing of the MRC conference.   

MRC Conference: Ten Clallam MRC members and two staff participated in the MRC conference held 
November 4-5 at Port Townsend Maritime Center. Ralph Riccio gave a presentation on the Olympia 
oyster restoration effort in Sequim Bay and Ed Bowlby moderated the showing of the movie “the Sonic 
Sea.” The Clallam MRC booth highlighted shellfish and the importance they play in good water quality. 
As part of the display Clallam MRC offered a free raffle of a fresh geoduck. Bob Simmons from WSU won 
the geoduck and Ralph Riccio prepared it for all to taste. 

  
 

 
ERN/LIO Meetings:  Friday November 18th Cathy Lear participated in a LIO steering Group meeting.  

Forage Fish Surveys: Monday November 14th, Ed, Jeff, Bob C. and Helle met at 8:30 am and collected the 
monthly forage fish samples at Pitship Point and Old Town to be submitted to WDFW for analysis. 
Monday 28th Helle, Ed, and Jeff participated in a NWSC forage fish conference call.   



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Island 
Month/Year: November 2016 
Submitted by: Anna Toledo 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): Stan Walsh plans to step down at the end of his term on 
December 31, 2016. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
Meetings 

- The MRC did not meet on the first Tuesday in November in light of the MRC Conference that 
week. 9 members and 1 staff attended the MRC Conference. 

- On November 15, the MRC debriefed on the conference, and discussed an opportunity to 
conduct beach seining at Dugualla Bay. 

 
Events 

- The MRC is partnering with Sound Water Stewards and WSU Extension to solicit nominations for 
the 2017 Jan Holmes Island County Coastal Volunteer of the Year award. More information and 
nomination details available at: http://www.islandcountymrc.org/projects/volunteer-of-the-
year/ 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): None. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
Forage Fish: Ruth Richards and Lois Farrington met with Lucas Hart and the Clallam and Jefferson MRCs 
in Sequim to help demonstrate surveying techniques. Elsa Schwartz is planning to help conduct the 
monthly surveys on Camano. The finding of smelt eggs at Cornet Bay was featured on the front page of 
the 11/30/2016 Whidbey News Times: http://www.whidbeynewstimes.com/news/smelt-eggs-no-tiny-
discovery/ 
 
Pigeon Guillemot: A research article summarizing the pigeon guillemot study is scheduled to be 
published in the Winter issue of Northwestern Naturalist. 
 
Eelgrass: Volunteers are currently analyzing the underwater videos from the 2016 monitoring season. 
The team will also compare the underwater videos with the sonar results, and will meet to discuss long-
term plans for the project. 
 
Kelp Harvest Outreach: The kiosk at Libbey Beach Park features an enlarged version of WA DNR’s 
sustainable harvesting brochure in both English and Korean. Future displays will explain the ecological 
importance of kelp. 
 
Storm Surge Monitoring: A storm surge monitoring training, in collaboration with Sound Water 
Stewards, was held in October for 31 volunteers. Dr. Eric Grossman from USGS gave an overview of the 
project and provided a demonstration on the beach. Beach assignments for the volunteers are being 
organized. 

http://www.islandcountymrc.org/projects/volunteer-of-the-year/
http://www.islandcountymrc.org/projects/volunteer-of-the-year/
http://www.whidbeynewstimes.com/news/smelt-eggs-no-tiny-discovery/
http://www.whidbeynewstimes.com/news/smelt-eggs-no-tiny-discovery/


Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc): None. 
 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): 
 

 
Kelp kiosk at Libbey Beach Park. Photo credit: Linda Rhodes 
 

 
Storm surge training at Ebey’s Landing. Photo credit: Anna Toledo 



JCMRC Monthly Report 
 
County:  Jefferson 
Month/Year:  November 2016 
Submitted by:  Cheryl Lowe 
 
Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  Anne Murphy has stepped down.  MRC is now in process 
of filling vacancies. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights):   
 
Past Meetings & Events:   

• The JCMRC monthly meeting was held Nov. 1, 2016.  18 members/staff and 6 guests attended 
the meeting.  Our guest speaker was Sarah Rubenstein, Program Director for the PT School 
District’s Maritime Discovery Program. Other meeting topics included project status reports, 
upcoming MRC conference and other program and meeting updates. 

• Jefferson MRC was not represented at the Nov NWSC meeting.   
• Executive Committee met on Nov. 18 (Al, Ashley, Nam, Dale & Cheryl). 
• Nov 18, 2016 King Tide event in Port Townsend was co-sponsored with WA Sea Grant, Jefferson 

MRC and Local 2020. 65 people attended and listened to a short program about king tides,  
storm surges how it relates to climate change, and local opportunities to get involved.  
Attendees included Port Townsend’s Mayor, County Commissioners and Administrator, and 
various other leaders.   

• MRC conference:  18 members of the Jefferson MRC attended the conference  (see volunteer 
hours spreadsheet for specifics)  

• Cheryl Lowe attended Web-Ex PSEMP Nearshore meeting on Nov. 30, 2016. 
 
Upcoming Meetings/Events:   

• Next MRC meeting is December 6, 2016. 
• Chumsortium meeting Dec. 1 
• Strait ERN (LIO) meeting Dec. 9th 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  
 NA   
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing projects or any new projects identified): 

1. Monitoring: (a) Kelp:  Regional planning meeting held Nov 1, with three JCMRC members in 
attendance.  (b) Forage Fish:  Two Jefferson MRC members attended the updated NWSC-WDFW 
forage fish training at Padilla Bay on Nov. 15, 2016.  Fort Townsend:  Forage fish monitoring 
completed for November.  Discovery Bay :  First beach sampling of this site, including use of our 
new Blue Bowl and looking for eggs took place on Nov. 21, 2016.  

2. Rain Gardens: No updates. 
3. Voluntary No Anchor Zones: A small ad about voluntary no anchor zones ran in the November 

issue in the regional boating magazine “48° North”.  See below. 
4. Education & Outreach:  See description of King Tides event above. MRC subcommittee met Nov. 

28, 2016 with Sarah Rubenstein, Maritime Discovery Program coordinator for the Port 



Townsend School District, to discuss potential MRC collaborations matching established  PTSD 
curriculum in the next year or two. 

5. Olympia Oyster – (1) Discovery Bay:  no updates. (2) Quilcene Bay: No updates.  
 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc.):    
 
Photos of king tide event and eelgrass no anchor zone ad in boating magazine 48° North. 
 
 
  
 
 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: San Juan 
Month/Year: November, 2016 
Submitted by: Phil Green and Arnie Klaus 
 
Membership/Leadership changes: Three new members were selected and approved by San Juan 
County Council. Craig Wingert, Ken Carrasco and Laura Severson. These new members will be provided 
with training and the MRC manual. As a special note, Laura Arnold resigned from the MRC after 17 
years, moving away from San Juan County. We already miss her steadfast wisdom. 
 
Events/Meetings Six people from San Juan Islands attended the NWS annual MRC meeting in Port 
Townsend on November 4 and 5. The MRC postponed its 20th Anniversary that was scheduled for 
November 10. The event will be rescheduled around the design process of Orcas Landing in January. The 
MRC is planning a one day annual retreat for December 15, 2016. The retreat will be open to the public. 
The MRC will present its annual report to the San Juan County Council on November 30, with a public 
presentation to the Council requested for December. Scheduling for the 2017 Marine Managers 
Workshop will be finalized in December. The final agenda is being developed around several Vessel 
Traffic studies, including two scheduled to come out in November.  
 
Funding updates - Orcas Landing Experience interpretive area. Washington State Ferries has begun their 
renovation of the area near the Orcas Landing Experience Interpretive area. After initial work has been 
completed, then the Public Works Department will begin their work on making the place accessible to 
the public.  The MRC is bringing together pre-design information with the public exhibit design meeting 
for set for late January. The total project cost is estimated at $84,770. 
 
Rough drafts of the Facebook Playbook are being developed for the MRC Retreat where the project 
outline will be presented. This program will encourage participation of a broad group of people within 
San Juan County as well as people who have an affinity for its marine environment. 
 
Facebook postings included the first livestream interview of Dr. Gary Greene (photo) on November 1 in 
which he describe the geology of rocks found at Orcas Landing. This type of interview with scientists and 
marine story tellers is one of the presentation styles that will become part of the MRC’s “Facebook Page 
San Juan Islands.” Another livestream example is a “still life” moment in the San Juan Islands. Future 
postings will include more descriptive and informative text and encourage participation in local 
activities. 
 
MRC Coordinator Position - The County is continuing discussion on the budget to increase the MRC 
Coordinator positon from .55 FTE to .80 FTE. 
 
Other  
The MRC Coordinator is now scheduled to be at the Public Works office at Orcas Landing every Tuesday 
in order to work with Orcas MRC members and to facilitate the Orcas Landing Experience exhibit design 
process. 
 
 
 
 



Photos 

 
 

 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Skagit 
Month/Year: December/2016 
Submitted by: Jamey Selleck/Tracy Alker 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  No Changes. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 

• MRC Meeting –November 10: A follow-up discussion to the MRC Conference lead to a 
conversation about the importance of communication and having clear and consistent 
messaging vetted by the MRC.  Understanding and communicating the collective value of the 
seven MRCs, NWSC, and NWSF as a whole under the NWSI is essential.  The Committee 
discussed writing short articles about our work on a regular basis to help increase awareness 
about who we are and what we do.  Local journalists have been invited to our January 12 MRC 
meeting to give pointers on how to write a good article.   

• Bowman Bay Nearshore Restoration Celebration – November 17:  The Bowman Bay nearshore 
restoration celebration and unveiling of the interpretive signage took place on November 17.  
Around 40 people came to show their support.  Several volunteers arrived early to help plant 80 
plants along the shoreline.  The event agenda included the history of Bowman Bay, project 
overview, partnerships and involvement, nearshore monitoring with citizen scientists, and 
recognition of funders and volunteers. There was a great article about the event on the front 
page of the Skagit Valley Herald on November 18. 

  
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
No funding updates 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 

• Washington Park Interpretive Signage:  The purpose of the signage is to inform visitors about 
the fragile tide pool ecosystem and proper beach etiquette to help protect it.  The MRC is in the 

Photo Credit: Caroline Gibson Photo Credit: Caroline Gibson 

http://www.goskagit.com/news/group-celebrates-bowman-bay-beach-restoration/article_ccb5df48-bf84-57bb-8b3e-6d50b43b122e.html


process of drafting a Request for Proposals (RFP) to hire an artist to do the illustration.  A 
subcommittee meeting will be scheduled soon to discuss the RFP and scope of work.  

• Fidalgo Bay Day:  Save the Date!  The date for Fidalgo Bay Day 2017 has been set for:  Saturday, 
August 12, 2017 at the Fidalgo Bay RV Resort in Anacortes. Planning is currently underway.  We 
are looking for ideas for more hands-on activities for kids.   

• Salish Sea Stewards:  The Salish Sea Stewards training is a Skagit MRC program that is 
coordinated and administered under the Coastal Volunteer Partnership. MRC members are 
involved in the planning process for the Salish Sea Stewards training.  We are going to try to set 
up a mentoring program for the new volunteers with some of the more experienced volunteers 
from previous classes. The hope is that the mentoring program will help the new and old 
volunteers feel more connected and keep everyone more engaged.  Registration for the training 
will begin December 1st.  Applications will be made available on the Coastal Volunteer 
Partnership’s and Skagit MRC’s websites.  Six people have already signed up for the 2017 class! 
Training will start March 7, 2017 through May 7, 2017 for a ten week period.  Classes will be held 
Tuesdays from 1:00PM to 5:00PM at Padilla Bay. A potluck will be held from 4:00PM – 6:00PM 
after the first class.   

• Olympia Oyster Restoration:  Paul participated on a panel for Olympia oyster restoration at the 
MRC conference in Port Townsend.  A follow-up workshop will likely be held sometime in 2017. 
Volunteers will be recruited to help collect buckets of oyster shell from areas in Fidalgo Bay that 
are too high for oyster spawning sometime this spring.  The shell will be transported by boat and 
transplanted on the west side of Fidalgo Bay near Weaverling Spit.      

• Pinto Abalone Restoration:  Josh Bouma has been invited to give a presentation at the 
December 8 MRC meeting.  Approximately 1000 additional abalone seed will be planted at the 
six sites in Skagit County. Pinto abalone seeding and monitoring will likely take place in the 
winter/early spring. 

• Kelp Monitoring:  Bob Weathers and Samantha Russell conducted surveys in July, August, and 
September. 2016 monitoring is now complete.  The data collected will be posted in Sound IQ.  
Kelp monitoring will be included in the 2017 Salish Sea Stewards training curriculum. We are 
hoping to recruit more volunteers to help with kelp monitoring so that we can expand our 
monitoring efforts to other locations. The kayak that was donated to the Coastal Volunteer 
Partnership will be available to volunteers who are interested in helping with kelp monitoring.  

• Nearshore Monitoring: Monitoring is starting to wind down for the year.  We now have one 
year’s worth of monitoring data that is currently being compiled and analyzed. The Samish 
Indian Nation will help with the beach seining at Bowman Bay.  Lisa and Jason will likely provide 
fish ID training for volunteers sometime in February or March.   

• Forage Fish Index Site Surveys:   Sampling continues once a month at Guemes Channel (Ship 
Harbor) and at the NE side of Similk Bay.  There is a potential third index site located on the SW 
part of Samish Island (a piece of beach owned by the Padilla Bay Reserve) that is currently being 
considered. Surf smelt eggs were found in Similk Bay during the first survey in Oct.  Those 
samples were sent to the Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) for 
confirmation and staging.  We have a wonderful group of dedicated volunteers who continue to 
help with the surveys.   

 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc):  



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Snohomish  
Month/Year: November 2016  
Submitted by: Kathleen Herrmann 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, 
departing members, changes to chair/vice-chair, NWSC 
representative/alternate, staff): 
 
The Snohomish MRC is recruiting for three new members 
through November 18!   Once all the applications are in, staff 
will begin the review process and set up interviews.  
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings 
and/or information on meetings/events from past month 
such as number of participants or highlights): 
 
Snohomish County MRC Members Paul Clampitt, Bob 
Hillmann, Mike Ehlebracht, Lincoln Loehr, Franchesca Perez, 
Cathy Stanley, Susan Tarpley, and Sarah Brown attended the 
Annual MRC Conference in Port Townsend on November 4-5. 
MRC staff Kathleen Herrmann and Elisa Dawson were also 
there. The MRC took the opportunity to listen to 
presentations, meet other MRC members, and gather ideas 
for MRC projects.  
 
The Snohomish County MRC had their monthly meeting on November 16, 2016. MRC members Paul 
Clampitt, Mike Ehlebracht, Lincoln Loehr, Franchesca Perez, Traci Sanderson, Cathy Stanley, Susan 
Tarpley, and Sarah Brown attended. SWM staff Elisa Dawson hosted the meeting. Susan gave a summary 
of on the National Response Corporation (NRC) Tabletop Drill that was held on November 9 and 10 in 
Lynnwood, WA. Susan reported that she thought the training was an important step in preparing 
Snohomish County for an oil spill.  The MRC reviewed the final interpretive signs for the Nearshore 
Beach Restoration Project. MRC members discussed the MyCoast app and prioritized several forms to 
collect data.  These include storm surge, creosote pilings, abandoned boats, and storm reporter. This 
decision fulfills four of the five forms included in the MyCoast contract for the one-year contract 
(October 1, 2016 – September 30, 2017).  Elisa reported that November forage fish sampling went well 
and confirmed the December sampling dates. Bob Hillmann was unable to attend the Forage Fish Blue 
Bowl Vortex Method Training. Craig Wollman of the Snohomish County Beach Watchers attended the 
training and the MRC will explore having Craig teach the method to the MRC or other options.  
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 
The Snohomish-Stillaguamish LIO decided at their 11/15/16 meeting to recommend funding for the MRC 
NTA Removal of Creosote Pilings in the Snohomish Estuary at partial funding of $50,000. The 
recommendation must still be finalized and contracting should be finished in early spring of 2017. 
 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 



 
Nearshore Beach Restoration Project: Final proofs of the four nearshore interpretive signs have been 
approved. The four signs are: sign 1: What is Going On Here? sign 2: What is the Nearshore? sign 3: Why 
Restore Our Beaches? and sign 4: What Can You See?  Signs will be placed at Howarth Park, Edgewater 
Beach Park, and Pidgeon Creek Park. SWM Staff have begun designing thank-you placards for key 
stakeholders and project supporters to commemorate the project.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 



 
Nearshore Restoration Estuary and Salmon Recovery Program (ESRP) Learning Grant: SWM Staff 
continue to work with a team of researchers from the University of Washington on this ESRP Grant. The 
November sampling went well, all the samples were collected, and Cathy delivered them to the Jamey 
Selleck from NRC Corp for processing. MRC members have been trained to collect the forage fish 
samples. One set of volunteers, led by Franchesca, takes samples at Howarth Park; another set of 
volunteers, led by Paul, samples at Meadowdale and Picnic Point. Elisa leads the boat volunteer crew 
along the Nearshore Project Restoration Sites. The MRC has added an additional site in the nourishment 
area of Howarth Park to add to their sample sites and have agreed to use the blue vortex method on this 
sample so that it can serve as a WDFW Index site. Bob Hillmann was unable to attend the blue vortex 
method training at Padilla Bay Reserve on November 15, 2016 as planned due to car trouble. However, 
Craig Wollman of the Snohomish County Beach Watchers stated that he was able to make the training 
and may be able to train MRC members. Additionally, Phil Dione of WDFW can train volunteers in 
January if needed.    
 
Storm Surge Monitoring Project: The MRC is collaborating with the United States Geologic Survey (USGS) 
to calibrate a wave model in development. The purpose of the grant is to connect citizens with the USGS 
to conduct monitoring on storm events and tide heights in Snohomish County. This project is part of the 
MRC’s Annual Grant and began on October 1, 2016. To support this grant effort, Snohomish County has 
contracted with Blue Urchin LLC, which has made a website and companion app for the project called 
“MyCoast.” MyCoast will allow the citizen scientists involved in the project to collect and submit their 
data easily for this project via phone or computer. Citizen scientists are using the app to collect data, 
and reports are coming in from attendees of the October 21, 2016 storm surge monitoring training.  The 
training was led by SWM Staff Kathleen Herrmann, Elisa Dawson, and USGS staff Eric Grossman. As part 
of this grant the MRC is also working on installing an Aqua Level device to measure tide level at Kayak 
Point. Housing has been installed at the Kayak Point Dock. The Aqua Level device has been purchased 
and the MRC is working on programming the device. Once the device is programmed it will be installed 
in the housing at Kayak Point.  
 
Oil Spill Prevention, Preparedness and Response: Susan Tarpley represented the Snohomish MRC at the 
National Response Corporation (NRC) Tabletop Drill that was held on November 9-10 in Lynnwood. 
November 9th was the training day, and the exercise was on the 10th. NRC hosted the tabletop drill 
because they were contracted to run an exercise for one of their clients. Susan reported that the 
scenario was a tanker ship that lost propulsion and came ashore in south Whidbey Island. In the drill 
35,000 100-gallon barrels of Alaskan crude oil spilled into Admiralty Inlet. Susan participated in the drill 
on the liaison team. The liaison team’s role was to come up with a plan to take information on what was 
going on with the spill and communicate that information to the community, community leaders, and 
stakeholders. Another important role of the liaison team to create plans for communicating with the 
local tribes. Ten tribes’ usual and accustomed fishing areas were affected in this spill. Susan thanked the 
MRC members for their help in compiling a list of key stakeholders before this workshop. She noted that 
the most important thing she observed from the drill was that the participants realized how crucial it 
was to have a local person with local knowledge at the event. Overall, Susan thought it was an effective 
drill. She noted that the state level participants didn’t know who the local players would be, which is 
why having a compiled list of stakeholders was so important. Susan said that local first responders knew 
their role, but had a hard time expanding their role to incorporate the different needs of an oil spill 
response. Snohomish County Department of Emergency Management (DEM)’s Mark Murphy was at the 
event, which Susan thought was an important step in the right direction for Snohomish County 
preparedness. Susan suggested that the MRC share a contact list for oil spill response with DEM. Susan 



also noted for future reference that NRC insurance would cover private boats interested in volunteering 
for Vessels of Opportunity. 
 
Port Susan: No updates at this time.  
 
Kelp Project: Traci Sanderson attended the November 1, 2016 Kelp Monitoring Workshop, which was 
rescheduled from the October 14th meeting that was cancelled due to a storm in Port Townsend. The 
workshop presented the results from the six MRCs that participated in the Northwest Straits 
Commission work to monitor and protect kelp in northern Puget Sound. A large focus of the workshop 
was that the data kayakers would collect on the same bed was often quite different. They discussed why 
this result may be and talked about how to collect better data. Ideas included using drones to survey, 
doing overflights, as well as changing the scope of the data collection for kayakers to focus on taking 
depth measurements, possibly bringing back the density measurement, and ideas for different types of 
temperature reading. The workshop participants plan to continue to meet throughout the winter to 
discuss changes to the Kelp Monitoring Protocol, and decide how the data should be used moving 
forward. Transect Films completed the Kelp Survey video which features several Snohomish MRC Team 
Members and can be viewed here:  https://vimeo.com/189816327.  
 
Creosote Piling Removal in the Snohomish Estuary Project: The Snohomish-Stillaguamish LIO decided at 
their 11/15/16 meeting to recommend funding for the MRC NTA Removal of Creosote Pilings in the 
Snohomish Estuary for partial funding of $50,000. The recommendation must still be finalized and then 
contracted. If approved, contracting should be finished early spring 2017. Paul Clampitt recommended 
that the MRC begin preparing for this project. The MRC decided to prioritize gathering information 
about creosote piling location in the Snohomish Estuary, and approved to add a form to the My Coast 
App called Recording Creosote Piling Locations.  

https://vimeo.com/189816327


MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Whatcom 
Month/Year: NOVEMBER 2016 
Submitted by: Austin Rose 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): 
 
Bob Seaman was officially appointed by the Whatcom County to fill the Environmental/Conservation 
vacancy on the MRC.  Bob has already been an active volunteer for the MRC forage fish surveys. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 

• The Project Development Subcommittee met on November 14 and discussed milestones and 
challenges with current projects.  The group also made a decision on how to pursue the NWSF 
Opportunity Fund given the challenges that came up with the first proposal to expand the Salish 
Sea Stewards program to Whatcom County. 
 

• Six MRC members and staff attended the Annual MRC Conference in Port Townsend.  There was 
no general MRC meeting held in November due to the conference. 
 

• MRC staff and two MRC members met with the graphic designer developing signs for Jerry’s 
Journey.  Five panels are near completion and will most likely be installed Spring 2017. 
 

• Three MRC members, MRC staff, and two MRC volunteers met with 
Pete Haase at Fidalgo Bay to get a training on the forage fish survey 
and sample processing protocol. Photo credit: Austin Rose. Pete Haase, Bob 
Seaman, Laura Hanna shown. 
 

• Eleanor Hines met with staff from the City of Bellingham to discuss a 
potential partnership with forage fish surveys.  The City will help the 
MRC with surveys as they can and will help gain access to water near one of the survey sites.  
The City may have additional survey sites they would ask the MRC to take on in the future – 
particularly around the Little Squalicum estuary.  
 

• The MRC hosted Eric Beamer, Research Director, Skagit River 
Cooperative, who presented on a recently completed study on 
juvenile Chinook salmon population structure, origin, and 
performance within the Nooksack tidal delta and Bellingham Bay 
nearshore habitats.   Approximately 60 people attended the 
presentation. Photo credit: Austin Rose. 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 

• The MRC submitted a proposal to the NWSF for the MRC Opportunity Fund with interest in 
developing a partnership with RE Sources to coordinate the larger number of marine citizen 



science projects that are ongoing and synthesize them into one coordinated program with the 
oversight of the MRC. 
 

Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 

• The MRC conducted forage fish surveys at Marine Park and 
Squalicum Beach in Bellingham on November 23 forage fish 
sampling.  Three volunteers assisted three MRC members for this 
survey.  Picture shows MRC members Bob Seaman and Eleanor Hines, measuring the 
transect. 
 

• Water quality sampling continues in and around Chuckanut Bay.  
Starting November 30, the MRC will begin bracket monitoring at 4 
freshwater sites.  Bracket will occur up to 5 times over the course 
of this grant year – gathering samples during both the wet and 
dry seasons.  A fifth bracket site will be established within the 
wetland area if possible.  Several volunteers help with the marine 
sampling and their effort has been invaluable to get a robust data 
set.  Photo credit: Eleanor Hines.  Braelan Barnett shown. 
 

•  
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc): 
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