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Meeting: Northwest Straits Commission 
Location: WebEx Conference Call 
Date: March 31, 2017 
Time: 10:00 am to 12:00 pm 
To join the WebEx meeting, click here. Enter your name and email address and click “Join.” 
For audio conference only, dial: 1-877-668-4493, Access code: 924 590 411 

 
10:00-10:10   Welcome and Opening Remarks 

Open the meeting with introductions 
Approval of January meeting minutes  

Nan McKay 

10:10-10:25 NWSC Committee Reports 
Executive Committee  
External Relations Committee 
Science Advisory Committee 

 
Jamey Selleck  
Tom Cowan 
Lucas Hart 

10:25-10:30 Foundation update Caroline Gibson  

10:30-10:50 MRC Reports 
 

MRC 
Representatives 

10:50-11:20 Business Items  
Scoping for forage fish training (Lucas) 
Kelp workshop (Lucas) 
Olympia oyster workshop (Lucas) 
Forage fish conference call (Lucas) 
2017 NWSC Retreat survey (Nicole) 
April Commission meeting (Nicole) 
Election nomination committee (Nicole and Nan)  

Staff 

11:15-11:35 Discussion/questions on NTA Solicitation process for the 
2018 Action Agenda 

Rich Childers 

11:35-11:50 Round Table MRC 
Representatives 

11:50-12:00 Public Comment All 

12:00 Adjourn  

https://wadismeetings.webex.com/wadismeetings/j.php?MTID=mfbc1e6bd3d511efb1fed60731e78edbc
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Meeting: Northwest Straits Commission 
Location: Dungeness River Audubon Center, 2151 West Hendrickson Road, Sequim WA  
Date/Time: January 27, 2017 – 10:00 AM-3:00 PM 
 
Attendees:  
Commission members: Nan McKay (Chair), Jamey Selleck (Vice-Chair, Skagit), Dale Moses (Jefferson), Alan 
Clark (Clallam), Doug Stark (Whatcom), Ed Adams (Island), Paul Clampitt (Snohomish), Ron Thom  
 
Commission staff: Rich Childers, Nicole Jordan, Lucas Hart, Sasha Horst  
 
Others in attendance: Mark Ozias (Clallam County Commission), Caroline Gibson (Northwest Straits 
Foundation), Jay Lind (Skagit), Peter Murchie (Environmental Protection Agency, EPA), Elizabeth Babcock 
(National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, NOAA), Bob Vreeland (Clallam), Ruth Blyther (Jefferson), 
Jeff Ward (Clallam MRC, Chair), Ed Bowlby (Clallam MRC, Chair), Helle Anderson (Clallam MRC staff), Jeff 
Taylor (Jefferson-alt), Nathan Biletnikoff (Skagit-alt) 
 
Absent: Terry Williams, Sheida Sahandy, Phil Green (San Juan), Tom Cowan, Jerry Masters 
 
Welcome and introductions  
Nan McKay opened the meeting. Mark Ozias, Clallam County Commissioner, welcomed the Commission to 
Clallam County and thanked the MRC for their work. Nan introduced Rich Childers as the new Northwest 
Straits Commission Director.  
 
The minutes from the December Northwest Straits Commission meeting were approved and are available 
here: http://nwstraits.org/archive/ 

 
Clallam MRC Pigeon Guillemot Surveys 
Ed Bowlby, chair of the Clallam MRC, presented on a citizen science project to monitor Pigeon Guillemots in  
Clallam County, an expansion of a project started more than 10 years ago in Island County. His presentation 
described habitat and behavioral information about the birds. He explained plans to expand the project by 
adding at least three sites, based on the availability of volunteers.  
 
Northwest Straits Commission - committee reports 
 
Executive Committee  
Jamey Selleck said the director hiring process is complete, welcoming Rich Childers as new Commission 
Director. A subcommittee was formed to plan the annual retreat in February. MRC representation on the 
committee shifted as Phil Green, San Juan MRC, stepped down and Paul Clampitt, Snohomish MRC, joined.  
 
Science Advisory Committee 
Ron Thom said Island County found an incoming graduate student from the University of Washington to 
analyze their seining data. Anne Murphy spoke at the recent Science Advisory Committee on ocean noise. 

http://nwstraits.org/archive/
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Cedar Bouta, Dept. of Ecology, spoke with members of the Science Advisory Committee on net pen 
management guidelines. Public comments on the summary of early “scoping-level” decisions can be 
submitted to Cedar at cedar.bouta@ecy.wa.gov. Comments are due by March 4.  

 Action: MRCs are encouraged to read through the “scoping level” decisions. If MRCs submit 
comments, please provide a copy Lucas at hart@nwstraits.org.  

 Action: Lucas and Caroline will collect previously-sent net pen comment letters, along with deadlines 
and appropriate contacts for future commenting.  

 Action: After reviewing any comments from MRCS, the Commission will make a decision whether to 
submit a separate comment letter.  

 
Retreat Planning Committee 
Nan said the committee hired a facilitator for the 2017 retreat. The committee is working on clarifying goals of 
the retreat. The Commission discussed incorporating strategic planning into the retreat. The Commission 
agreed that discussing future Commission meeting topics would be helpful.  
 Action: Commission members and alternates are asked to respond to Nicole at jordan@nwstraits.org 

with your RSVP for the retreat, which is scheduled for February 23-34 at Padilla Bay Reserve. 
  
External Relations Committee 
Committee chair Tom Cowan was absent, so Nan updated on the work of the committee to help secure 
annual funding for MRCs. The committee is working on meeting with key state legislators requesting their 
support for a budget request of $32,500 annually for each MRC from the state budget. 
 
Puget Sound Task Force 
Peter Murchie, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), explained the creation of the Puget Sound Federal 
Task Force through a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). The Task Force, made up of nine federal 
agencies and cabinets, has adopted an interim draft action plan (Puget Sound Task Force Action Plan) that 
describes the federal role in Puget Sound recovery and is broken into several prioritized areas including cross-
cutting actions, habitat, storm water, federal lands and facilities, vessel traffic, shellfish, science and 
monitoring and treaty rights.  
 
Elizabeth Babcock, NOAA, spoke on Appendix D of the Action Plan, which highlights Puget Sound monitoring 
and specific issues relevant to the Northwest Straits Commission. Peter encouraged the Commission to look at 
the Action Plan and identify key areas of collaboration.  

 
Public Comment  
There were no public comments.  
 
Puget Sound Partnership (PSP) update  
Rich updated on behalf Sheida Sahandy, PSP Executive Director. He said the Partnership is trying to get more 
information on the announced “EPA grant and contract freeze”. All actions currently approved will continue to 
their stated end dates, including existing MRC grants. Marc Daily has accepted a position as the executive 
director of the Thurston County Planning Commission and will be leaving the Partnership in mid-February.  
The Partnership is in the process of recruiting for a number of key positions.  

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/aquaculture/recommendations.html
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/aquaculture/recommendations.html
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/aquaculture/pdf/ScopingDecTimeline.pdf
mailto:cedar.bouta@ecy.wa.gov
mailto:hart@nwstraits.org
mailto:jordan@nwstraits.org
https://www.epa.gov/puget-sound/puget-sound-federal-task-force
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 Action: Sheida requested people share the job openings far and wide to help find the best 
candidates. http://www.psp.wa.gov/employment.php  
 

Northwest Straits Foundation 
Caroline said four MRCs were approved for funding by the Foundation’s new MRC Opportunity Fund.  
The Northwest Straits Foundation has contracted with Ruth Blyther to prepare a funding proposal to Shell, in 
coordination with Nathan Biletnikoff, Skagit MRC member and representative from Shell. Caroline is trying to 
schedule “friend-raisers” for five MRCs to increase visibility within their communities. 

 
MRC reports  
Monthly reports for each MRC are available by visiting this link: http://bit.ly/2jDOIPN  

 
Clallam  
Alan Clark said Andrew Shogren resigned as the representative for District I; Jeff Ward is now representing 
District I and the City of Sequim position is open. Clallam MRC's first 2017 educational outreach event, Food 
Webs Can Be Fishy, will be held Saturday February 25 from 2:00-4:00 PM in the Vern Burton Community 
Center. The annual 8-hr HAZWOPER will be held in Port Angeles, February 11, 2017.  

 
Island 
Ed Adams said Elsa Schwartz was elected as chair. Barbara Bennett was elected as vice-chair. He presented 
the MRCs forage fish findings from fall, pointing out that September was a particularly good month for surf 
smelt at all monitoring locations. The MRC is working with Island County Salmon Recovery Lead Entity to 
explore the feasibility of conducting seining at the Dugualla pocket estuary. 

 
Jefferson 
Dales Moses said Kate Dean is now the Board of County Commissioners’ representative to Jefferson MRC. Sam 
Gibboney is now the Port of Port Townsend alternate, Nam Siu is now a Marine Practitioner representative, 
Emily Bishop is District 1 representative, and Frank Handler is District 2 alternate representative. The MRC is 
planning for 2017 grants and will discuss it at their next meeting.  
 
San Juan  
There was no representation from San Juan MRC at the meeting. Their report stated members Kathleen 
Dolsen and Chery Kummer have resigned. The MRC currently has two vacancies. Nan said San Juan County has 
approved some County funding so that Arnie Klaus, San Juan MRC staff, can increase work from 55% to 80% 
time.  
  
Skagit  
Jamey was elected as the new chair for Skagit MRC, Sarah Tchang is the new MRC vice-chair. Nathan 
Biletnikoff is the new Commission alternate. Ron Judd, a reporter for The Seattle Times visited the last Skagit 
MRC meeting and provided journalistic advice on how the MRC can increase exposure of their projects in their 
community. Skagit MRC was recently awarded funding from the Northwest Straits Foundation’s MRC 
Opportunity Fund and from Shell Puget Sound Refinery to expand the invasive green crab monitoring effort. 
 

http://www.psp.wa.gov/employment.php
http://bit.ly/2jDOIPN
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Snohomish 
Paul Clampitt said Snohomish MRC staff and several MRC members conducted interviews for new members, 
positions were recommended for four candidates. The MRC will receive $50,000 from the Snohomish-
Stillaguamish Local Integrating Organization (LIO) for the MRC’s Near Term Action (NTA) Project: Removal of 
Creosote Pilings in the Snohomish Estuary. The MRC found forage fish eggs at Howarth Park on the first forage 
fish survey on the newly-restored beach.  
 
Whatcom  
Doug Stark said the MRC wrote a recommendation to the County Executive to appoint Elizabeth Kilanowski for 
a second term in a Scientific Interest position, Doug Stark for a second term in a Conservation/Environmental 
position, and Christine Woodward to join the MRC in a Conservation/Environmental position, filling Laura 
Hanna’s position. The MRC hosted a sold-out screening of A Plastic Ocean at Barkley Cinemas in Bellingham.  

 
Business Items 
 
Marine Resource Advisory Council (MRAC) 
Rich said he attended the January MRAC meeting. He said the Blue Ribbon Panel recommendations are being 
refreshed. Discussions on the refresh will start March 17.  

 
Funding update: 
 

• NOAA Kelp Recovery funds 
Caroline, Sasha and Lucas assembled a proposal to NOAA for funds to draft a kelp recovery plan. 
Funding would be provided to the NWS Foundation with the NWS Commission as a partner. Other 
partners include Puget Sound Restoration Fund, Tom Mumford and Helen Berry (Dept. of Natural 
Resources). 
 

• Ocean Acidification grant submission 
Sasha and Lucas submitted an OA grant proposal to NOAA. The project proposes to collect social data 
around Puget Sound that will inform predictive models of ocean acidification. The proposal has 
multiple partners from Pacific Northwest National Labs, Ecology, DNR and Oregon State University. 

 
WDFW online forage fish data update 
Lucas said he is working on helping MRCs utilize forage fish data available at the WA Department of Fish and 
Wildlife website.  
 
 
 
2017-18 MRC Request for Proposals 
Sasha said the Commission is proceeding as planned with 2017-18 Request for Proposals for MRC grants–
anticipated to be issued in early March, with a goal of starting the new grant cycle on October 1, 2017.  

http://www.plasticoceans.org/film/
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/water/marine/oceanacidification.html
http://wdfw.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=19b8f74e2d41470cbd80b1af8dedd6b3&extent=-126.1368,45.6684,-119.6494,49.0781
http://wdfw.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=19b8f74e2d41470cbd80b1af8dedd6b3&extent=-126.1368,45.6684,-119.6494,49.0781


 
minutes 

 
 

 Action: MRCs are encouraged to begin considering 2017-18 project ideas at their upcoming meetings. 
Those with questions can contact Sasha Horst at horst@nwstraits.org  

 
Affiliate membership in the International Alliance to Combat Ocean Acidification 
The Commission discussed and agreed to join the International Alliance to Combat Ocean Acidification as the 
Northwest Straits Initiative. 
 Action: Rich will take the lead on the process of beginning membership with the alliance.  

 
Round table 
The Commission discussed ways to approach education and outreach centered on Ocean Acidification within 
the Initiative.  
 
 

*The next Commission meeting is scheduled for March 31 from 10:00 AM-12:00 PM over WebEx * 
 

mailto:horst@nwstraits.org
https://www.oaalliance.org/


 
 

Executive Committee Meeting 
March 13, 2016 • 10:00am-11:00am 

Padilla Bay Research Reserve 
 

 
Committee Members: Jamey Selleck, Ron Thom (phone), Tom Cowan, Nan McKay, Paul Clampitt 
Commission Staff/Support: Sasha Horst, Rich Childers 
 
 
Budget update  
The Committee discussed what is currently known about the Commission budget for 2018, recognizing that there 
are lot of unknowns at this point in the process. Rich attended a recent summit with Partnership staff and talked 
with Sheida Sahandy and Karin Berkholtz about budget predictions and messages emanating from DC   . The 
External Relations Committee will meet shortly to report out on efforts on requesting state funding and the 
anticipated outcome.  
 
The Committee also discussed the variety of ways that the Commission members and staff can support MRCs in 
their communication with county government. Several action items were identified as follow up: 

 Create a matrix of actions each MRC can do to connect with their county council/commission 
(including information about timing). 

 Invite a few elected officials to present to the Commission (potentially at a retreat) to share examples 
of their needs from the MRC. 

 Consider orientation for new county commissioners/councilmembers.  
 NW Straits Commission members and staff can create materials and talking points to share with MRCs 

as needed 
 
2017-18 MRC Grants 
Sasha summarized the timeline for the Request for Proposals currently out with MRCs. The April Commission 
meeting will be dedicated to presentations by each MRC on a project they will propose. Sasha also briefed the 
committee on the funding timeline for MRC projects and this timeline fits into the federal budget time frame.   
 
Retreat Follow Up 
The Committee reviewed the retreat survey results, and plan to share with the full Commission at the March 
meeting.  
 Action: The Committee plans to discuss the list of future Commission meeting topics at the April meeting.  

 
Key Priorities for Coming Year 
Rich noted several areas of focus that he is currently working on and that he felt should be his key priorities over 
the next few months. These include: engagement with the MRCs and county government officials; increase 
cohesion between the Foundation and Commission; building relationships with the Puget Sound Partnership and 
EPA. The Committee discussed the strategic plan and whether an update is needed. Pros and cons of updating the 
strategic plan was noted as a topic for the next Executive Committee meeting.  
 Action: Due to time constraints, Rich will email his list of priorities to the Executive Committee for 

additional input.  
 

 
***The next Executive Committee Meeting will be a conference call on Monday, April 10, 2017*** 



SAC Notes 3-13-2017 
Phone call 

In attendance: Lucas Hart, Kathleen Pozarycki, Elisa Dawson, Tom Mumford, Ron Thom, Tessa 
Francis, Lisa Kaufman 
 

Kathleen introduced group to the Snohomish MRC app project. She 
wanted input on a fourth project that could be integrated into the app: 
 
Blue Urchin has made an app called MyCoast. Tracks citizen science data using smartphones 
and taking pictures. The data then goes to a webpage. You can set the data to be QA/QC’d first 
before going on webpage or have data go directly to the webpage. Three current projects: Storm 
Surge Monitoring with USGS (25-30 people using the app for this); Locating and marking 
derelict boats in Snohomish Estuary; Creosote log counting in Snohomish Estuary. MRC wants 
to increase usership. It needs to be useful for gathering data for shorelines and marine 
environment. It could be Puget Sound wide, NWS etc. not just Snohomish. They don’t want to 
just gather data for sake of gathering data, but want it to be applicable. A fourth idea is to set up 
sites along shoreline and have people taking pictures to show how things are changing over the 
years. Sediment grain size is another idea. People can do it every time they visit the beach. This 
will help with getting funding in the future as well because it allows anyone to take part in the 
project. The platform manages the photos automatically. You can export excel automatically.  
 
The app can manage forage fish data as well. Easier photo management. It puts photos on a map, 
date, time, location. Anyone can see it.  
 
Need to make sure land marks are always accessible and will not move if you go with this idea 
as a fourth project.  
 
The app doesn’t have a lot of usership yet. Using a photo project has a goal of getting more 
people into the app to use other pieces of the app, like creosote, derelict boats etc.  
 
LIO is funding MRC to figure out how many creosote logs and derelict boats are in the 
Snohomish Estuary.  
 
Tom – a major part of the photos will be to put it in time-lapse. USGS would probably be 
interested. Eric Grossman could give them some pointers on the photo process. There is software 
that allows you to line up photos that are not directly in line and clean them up.  
 
Tessa – What are the data gaps locally and regionally? Sediment mapping is a good one. Erosion 
and feeder bluff mapping is a big one right now. Eric Grossman and Hugh Shipman would be 
good contacts. Connect with PSEMP nearshore working group, they can tell you what the gaps 
are and how to use the app to fill the gaps. Shoreline armoring implementation strategy – 
changes to the shoreline structure would be very good.  
 
Kathleen is working on the SMP update now. That will have a lot of Snohomish Counties 
armoring on it. The data isn’t public yet. Kathleen also pointed out the difficulty of getting 
citizens onto private property. That can hinder photographs of armoring. What the MRC is really 



SAC Notes 3-13-2017 
Phone call 

looking for is a fourth project that someone can do on a beach without any instruction. Or very 
minimal instruction in a written format.  
 
Ron – Marsh restoration with systematic photographs using a stake or marker is generally done. 
Beach wrack is very interesting to citizens. That could be a focus as well. Systematic photos of 
upper beach. Anomalous events could also be an opportunity for photos. Kelp photos from bluffs 
would be good too. You can track changes. Bird photos would be another one.  
 
Tessa – Nearshore toolbox has beach wrack protocol.  
 
Tom – At U. Victoria there’s a researcher studying wrack transport into foodwebs. That may 
have pointers to do beach wrack. Julia Parish does COAST, you could use the app as a first 
response that can be tied in to her crew.  
 
Elisa – East coast has an app that does bird mortality photos.  
 
Lisa – Jason Morgan and Foundation has protocols for beach wrack.  
 
Kathleen – For beach wrack, the photo needs to be taken from the same height. People may need 
to carry tape measure or something so they’re taken at the same height. If people have to carry a 
meter stick, it eliminates participants.  
 
Kathleen – wants to keep it really simple as an entry point to Beach watchers or other things. 
 
Tom – Hakai Institute really values the imagery of these things. They don’t get caught up in a lot 
of the deep data. It’s the “wow” moment they really like.  
 

Ron update on PMEP webinar he was on: 
PMEP – funded by Nature Conservancy. Looks at functions of west coast estuaries. Want to pick 
up all the data from the three western states on eelgrass and compile it for people to use. Ron can 
send the PowerPoint but it’s also on their website. Jeff Gaekle is working on it. Lisa D’brook – 
PMEP coordinator could use MRC eelgrass data.   Also interested in ecosystem functions like 
fish etc.  
www.pacificfishhabitat.org 
http://pmep.businesscatalyst.com/ 
 

New SAC member 
Discussed having Adam Summers, Bob Kopperl or Hugh Shipman as a new SAC member. The 
group agrees that Hugh Shipman would be a great addition for a geology perspective. Lucas will 
reach out to him.  

http://www.pacificfishhabitat.org/
http://pmep.businesscatalyst.com/
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Wrap-up 
Net Ecosystem Improvement – SAC will discuss in next meeting. Net Ecosystem Improvement 
could be tractable with MRC data. This conversation will be a follow up to the last NWSC 
retreat.   
 
Tom – Big teaching days will be Mondays and Tuesdays this spring. Wednesdays and Thursdays 
will be best for him to meet.  
 
For next call: 
 

1. Net ecosystem improvement – Continue discussion from Commission retreat. How do we 
want to move forward with this.  
 

a. Human dimensions is a big PSP focus now 
b. Ron- we need to have a measure for our own indicators 
c. Evidence based evaluation 
d. PSPS is interested in hearing what partners find important and finding ways to fit 

into the existing vital signs. They want info that shows vital signs are moving.  
e. PSP wants to link the implementation strategies in the future.  
f. Ron – start with one like forage fish and see what you can link into it. Make a 

conceptual model.  
g. PSPS uses herring because it had a baseline. How do we align research institutions 

with our work? As we move more into science, we need to consider scientific 
support. Link our measures of success under our goals to the net ecosystem 
improvement 

h. Need to link to tribal treaty rights – they have links to govn’t.  
i. Quality of life index to measure how we4’re doing with volunteers.  

 
 
 



MRC Monthly Report 
County: Clallam 

Month/Year: February 2017 

Submitted by: Cathy Lear and Helle Andersen 

Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): Doug Morrill, the Lower Elwha Tribe representative, was 
replaced with Mike McHenry.  The City of Sequim position is still in the process of being filled. 

Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 

MRC Meeting: The monthly Clallam MRC meeting was held February 27 in Clallam County 
Commissioners large conference room. Topics on the agenda included a presentation by Lorenz 
Sollmann from the Dungeness Wildlife Refuge about the green crab survey efforts the Refuge has been 
conducting for 12 years and a presentation by Julie Tennis, on behalf of Pacific Education Institute, 
about the workshop offered to school teachers by PEI and the Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary. 
The workshop will focus on building and using underwater ROVs to explore natural resource issues.  

NWSI Annual Retreat: Alan Clark, Clallam MRC NWSC representative, participated in the annual retreat 
in Padilla Bay February 23-24, 2017. 

ERN/LIO Meetings:  None 

Funding Updates: (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  Clallam MRC 
received a total of $6,440 from NWSF MRC Opportunity Fund.  The majority of the funds ($5,000) will 
support a longer-termed internship to provide educational outreach to recreational crabbers in Clallam 
County. The remaining funds ($1,440) will support an intern to work on Clallam MRC’s Pigeon Guillemot 
project. This project is carried out in collaboration with Island MRC. Additional funding ($500) in support 
of the Pigeon Guillemot project was received from Olympic Peninsula Audubon Society and Washington 
Audubon Society. 

Project Updates:  
Forage Fish Surveys: The monthly survey was conducted February 17 between 2 and 4 pm. Two CMRC 
members, one staff and a new potential volunteer conducted the survey. 

Educational Outreach: Clallam MRC's first educational outreach event in 2017 was held Saturday 
February 25 between 2 and 4 pm in the Vern Burton Community Center. The title of the event was 
Science Saturday: Food Webs Can Be Fishy. Phil Dionne, WDFW, and Bob Boekelheide, Olympic 
Peninsula Audubon Society, gave presentations about forage fish and seabirds foraging on the fish. The 
event included activities for children. A total of 20 adults, 11 kids, seven MRC members, two speakers 
and one assistant staffing the WDFW display participated in the event (in total 41 persons). The event 
was well received by the 31 community members based on a questionnaire filled out by four in the 
audience. They all agreed or strongly agreed that the event improved their understanding of forage fish 
and seabirds and they found the kid’s activities fun and engaging. All strongly agreed that they would 
consider participating in another CMRC family event. 

Oil Spill Preparedness: The annual 8-hr HAZWOPER was held in Port Angeles, February 11, 2017. CMRC 
organized the training in partnership with US Coast Guard, WDFW, Department of Ecology, and Focus 
Wildlife. A total of 49 participants completed the training and received the HAZWOPER certificate. 



MRC Monthly Report 
County: Clallam 

Month/Year: March 2017 

Submitted by: Cathy Lear and Helle Andersen 

Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): Doug Morrill, the Lower Elwha Tribe representative, was 
replaced with Mike McHenry.  Ann Soule has applied for the City of Sequim position and it is currently at 
Clallam County HR Department. Expect approval in a couple of weeks. 

Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 

Clallam County Commissioners Meeting: March 13th Ed Bowlby, CMRC Chair, and Jeff Ward, CMRC Vice-
Chair, gave a presentation for the three commissioners. The presentation was well received and the 
commissioners expressed interest in additional news briefings throughout the year. 

MRC Meeting: The monthly Clallam MRC meeting was held March 20 in Clallam County Commissioners 
large conference room. Topics on the agenda included Member discussion of projects to be included in 
the 2017-18 CMRC proposal to the NWSC, debriefing of the meeting with Clallam County 
Commissioners, member discussion of next educational outreach event as per the 22017 educational 
outreach plan, update on the crabber outreach internship funded by NWSF, and project updates. 

NWSI Annual Retreat: Alan Clark, Clallam MRC NWSC representative, will be participating in the 
Northwest Straits Commission meeting to be held over WebEx March 31, 2017. 

ERN/LIO Meetings:  Jeff Ward and Cathy Lear participated in the quarterly LIO/ERN meeting in Blyn. 

Funding Updates: (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  None 

Project Updates:  
Forage Fish Surveys: Helle Andersen participated in the phone conference with WDFW, the NWSC and 
other MRCs March 14th. The monthly survey will be conducted March 27 between 10 am and noon.  

Olympia Oyster Restoration: In August 2016 CMRC transplanted two bags of shells with Olympia oyster 
seed from Jamestown Tribe tidelands to two small areas at Pitship Point. The goal was to assess the 
suitability of the Pitship Point area for restoring a population of Olympia oysters. On March 7, 2017, at 
one of the first day-time minus tides, five CMRC members went out to monitor survival and growth of 
the oysters. To our dismay, the mother shells were widely scattered, including up on the beach. It 
appears that the area is a much higher energy beach than anticipated and CMRC is now in the pursuit of 
finding another restoration site in Sequim Bay. Three potential locations have been identified and CMRC 
is reaching out to the owners. 

Oil Spill Preparedness: CMRC, in partnership with Island Oil Spill Association, is organizing two oiled 
wildlife classes to be held at the Clallam County Fairgrounds April 8th and 15th. The first class will focus 
on basic intake and stabilization and the second class will focus on search and collection. So far 30 and 
25 volunteers have signed up for the two classes. 

Crabber Outreach Intern: Shannon Weaver, a senior at the Huxley on the Peninsulas, has been selected 
as the crabber outreach intern. The internship, funded by a NWSF grant, will commence in April as soon 
as the paperwork has been completed. 



 
MRC Monthly Report 

 
County: Island 
Month/Year: February – March 2017 
Submitted by: Caitlin Budd 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): Tony Turpin resigned from his membership and took on a 
technical advisor role for the creosote removal project. Tom Leschine joined the MRC as a member. 
Caitlin Budd and Dawn Pucci are coordinating MRC April - May during Anna Toledo’s maternity leave. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
Meetings 

- On February 7, Linda Rhodes, MRC Project Lead, presented on the Bull Kelp Monitoring Project. 
Meredith Penny, Long Range Planner for Island County, presented on long range planning 
priorities in comprehensive plan updates. 

- On March 7, Barbara Bennett, MRC Project Lead, presented on the Outreach Needs Assessment 
and presented some needs and gaps the MRC could potentially address as identified by county 
staff in various departments. The MRC further discussed the workplan and made final decisions 
about which projects to include. 

 
Events 

- Connie Clark was recognized at a March IC BOCC Work Session for her Coastal Volunteer of the 
Year award. 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): None. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
Forage Fish: Below are results from forage fish sampling December - February.  
 
Restoration Sites: 

- Ala Spit: There are notes from field team that the beach substrate is increasingly coarse. No eggs 
were found. 

- Camano Island State Park: Sand lance were found at beach station 2 on 2/28/2017. No other 
eggs were found at this site. 

- Cornet Bay: No eggs were found. 
 
Index Sites: 

- Long Point: Smelt on 2/14/17; Sand lance on 1/18/17 
- Maple Grove: Smelt on 12/22/16, 1/20/2017, 2/28/2017 
- Windjammer: There was one surf smelt egg found at Windjammer on 1/19/2017 and one sand 

lance egg on 12/21/2016, but since it was just one each sample it doesn’t get counted as 
presence 

 
Glendale was added as an index site and there was one egg found, but it was too disintegrated to 
identify. 



Eelgrass: The multi-beam sonar method is being considered as a potential a replacement technology for 
aerial photography and underwater videography. The team plans to test this method again in 2017.  If it 
proves to provide better results than other methods, the team hopes to use it again in 2018. Associated 
BioBase analytical services for this method would cost $2,500.  
 
Seining: It was determined that seining was not possible at the proposed sites, so some funds from the 
seining budget are being moved to the eelgrass project for supplies. Some funds ($500) will stay in the 
seining budget to leave the option for seining open if a feasible monitoring site is located. 
 
Pigeon Guillemot: The PIGU project lead attended the Pacific Seabird Conference and developed new 
research questions as a result. Govinda Rosling was selected as the PIGU Coordinator and the process of 
hiring a summer field intern will being soon. 
 
Outreach: The outreach team/project lead is beginning the process of hiring a Communications Intern 
through the NWSF Opportunity Fund. A report analyzing the Outreach Needs Assessment analysis will 
be sent to the NWSC on April 10th.  
 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc): Barbara Bennet, Outreach Lead, is attending the Citizen Science Association 
Conference in May and will present on outcomes from the conference to the MRC upon return. The 
MRC Annual Grant is covering the cost of her registration fee. 
http://citizenscience.org/association/conferences/citsci2017 
 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): 
 



JCMRC Monthly Report 
 
County:  Jefferson 
Month/Year:  Feb 2017 
Submitted by:  Cheryl Lowe 
 
Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  

 
No changes 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights):   
 
Past Meetings & Events:   

• The JCMRC monthly meeting was held Feb. 7, 2017.  17 members/staff and 3 guests attended 
the meeting.  Meeting topics included project planning for 2017-18, ECY net pen update, a brief 
report from Commissioner Kate Dean, and other administrative and project status reports. 

• Executive Committee met on Feb. 20.  
• Bob Simmons & Cheryl Lowe attended the Chumsortium meeting on Feb 9. 
• Dale attended the NWSC retreat in Feb. 23-24.  
• Wade Crouch and Cheryl Lowe represented Jefferson MRC as part of a teacher professional 

development Roundtable sponsored by the Port Townsend School District’s Maritime Discovery 
Program on Feb 15.  

 
Upcoming Meetings/Events:   

• Next MRC meeting is March 7, 2017 
• March 6 is the MRC’s annual presentation to the BOCC 
• March 17 is the next Strait ERN meeting. 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  
 No updates  
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing projects or any new projects identified): 

1. Monitoring: On Feb 14, 11 forage fish volunteers and support staff attended a special tour of the 
Jamestown S’Klallam lab by tribal biologists Neil Harrington and Tori Cantelow to see how the 
monitoring sediment samples are prepared and analyzed to identify forage fish eggs.  a) Fort 
Townsend: Monthly monitoring for forage fish continues (Feb 28).  b) Forage Fish Index Site 
(Adelma Beach):  Monthly monitoring for forage fish continues (Feb. 17).  c) Kelp:  No updates. 

2. Rain Gardens:  One location confirmed. City of PT and WSU Extension will work with MRC on a 
rain garden at Chetzemoka Park in spring 2017, catching stormwater from Morgan Hill 
neighborhood.  Site discussions continue with County staff for a priority rain garden site in Port 
Hadlock to be installed in Sept 2017.  

3. Education & Outreach:  BOCC presentation scheduled for March 6.  Jefferson MRC was part of a 
teacher professional development Roundtable sponsored by the Port Townsend School District’s 
Maritime Discovery Program as a way to initiate teacher/student engagement.  Currently 
working with WDFW on dates for Digging for Dinner events in 2017, and interviewing candidates 
for the temporary program assistant position funded by the NWSF Opportunity Fund. 



4. Olympia Oyster:  (1) Discovery Bay:  no updates. (2) Quilcene Bay: no updates  
5. Voluntary No Anchor Zones:  Two buoys found and returned. Others may be tangled 

underwater.  “Search party” to be scheduled for spring... 
 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc.):    
 
Photo of JSK lab tour on Feb 14, 2017: 
 
 

 



JCMRC Monthly Report 
 
County:  Jefferson 
Month/Year:  March 2017 
Submitted by:  Cheryl Lowe 
 
Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  
 No changes 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights):   
 
Past Meetings & Events:   

• The JCMRC monthly meeting was held March 7, 2017.  21 members/staff and 6 guests attended 
the meeting.  Guest speakers were Peter Bahls and Jude Rubin talking about the Northwest 
Watershed Institute’s extensive nearshore protection and restoration efforts in Tarboo and 
Dabob Bays, and their YES youth environmental leadership program. Meeting topics also 
included project planning for 2017-18, a brief report from Commissioner Kate Dean, and other 
administrative and project status reports. 

• Executive Committee met on March 13 via conference call.  
• Bob Simmons & Cheryl Lowe attended the LIO Strait ERN meeting on Mar. 17. 
• Dale and Jeff are planning to attend the NWSC Web-Ex in March.  
• Dale Moses led the annual Jefferson MRC report to the Jefferson County Commissioners on 

March 6.  Rich Childers, Wade Crouch, Jeff Taylor, Cheryl Lowe and Bob Simmons were also in 
attendance.  Presentation went well and some good discussions followed.  

 
Upcoming Meetings/Events:   

• Next MRC meeting will be April 4, 2017 
• Digging for Dinner events are scheduled for Saturday, May 13 (Quilcene) and Friday, June 9 

(Dosewallips).  More details to follow. 
• Olympia oyster restoration workshop (NWSF) will be Friday, April 21. 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  
 No updates. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing projects or any new projects identified): 

1. Monitoring:  Jeff Taylor attended the forage fish coordinating conference call on March 14.  a) 
Fort Townsend Restoration: Monthly monitoring for forage fish finished up for the season 
(March 17).  b) Forage Fish Index Site (Adelma Beach):  Monthly monitoring for forage fish 
continues. At least one sand lance egg has been found. c) Kelp:  No updates. 

2. Rain Gardens:  No new info. Rain garden with City of PT and WSU Extension will be installed at 
Chetzemoka Park in spring 2017, catching stormwater from Morgan Hill neighborhood.  Site 
discussions continue with County staff for a priority rain garden site in Port Hadlock to be 
installed in Sept 2017.  

3. Education & Outreach:  MRC presentation to the BOCC on March 6 went well. Dates for Digging 
for Dinner events in 2017 have been selected.  A program assistant was selected to assist with 



community engagement efforts (NWSF Opportunity fund), but we are still waiting on BOCC 
approval of the funding agreement with the NWSF. 

4. Olympia Oyster:  Assisted with NWSI Oly oyster workshop planning.  (1) Discovery Bay:  
Reconnaissance site visit scheduled for March 29 with new team leads. (2) Quilcene Bay: Plan to 
conduct reconnaissance site visits in April.  

5. Voluntary No Anchor Zones:  All navigational buoys have been found and returned to MRC. They 
will be re-deployed later in the spring. 

 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc.):    
 
BOCC presentation: (Pictured, L to R) MRC NWSC Rep. Dale Moses; Commissioners Kate Dean & 
Kathleen Kler; MRC Co-chair Wade Crouch. 
 

 
 



MRC Monthly Report 
  
County: San Juan 
Month/Year: March 2017 
Submitted by: Arnie Klaus 
 
Membership 
The marine resources committee has two vacancies and is in the process of having people 
apply to the County Council to be on the committee. 
 
Events/meetings 
At the request of county council, the MRC conducted a meeting for public input on whether 
NOAA should accept the petition to address southern resident killer whale regulations 
requesting expanding the distance of a no go zone on the west side of San Juan Island. 
 
The MRC then held a special meeting to vote on a recommended action for the county to take. 
Mini MRC members work together to refine the presentation document to the County Council on 
the public comments and the MRC response. 
 
On March 27, The MRC provided it's report to the County Council, who will be taking up a 
possible vote on proposal based on the MRC recommendations, as well as giving more 
guidance to the MRC on addressing these issues at a local level among all stakeholders. 
 
Funding 
There has been no new funding sources for the MRC this month. 
 
Projects 
Marine Managers Workshop 
The MRC is making its final preparation for the marine managers workshop which will be held 
April 3 and 4 at Camp Orkila on Orcas Island. 
 
Over 70 people are registered. The event is open to the public and the agenda is posted on the 
MRC website. The primary theme of the workshop is to address the environmental and social 
economic impacts of a large oil spill. 
 
Orcas Landing Experience Exhibit Development 
The San Juan MRC is involved in developing the Orcas Landing Experience exhibit area that 
will be part of a new public viewing area being developed by San Juan County Public Works. 
 
On March 25 MRC hosted display artist, Larry Eifert who visited the site and worked with the 
MRC to come up with design ideas that will be developed into design planning document. The 
MRC has promoted participation in the design process through posters and Facebook. Although 
no members of the public attended this initial event, many local people have shown enthusiasm 



for the project Through support on Facebook and through personal interviews of people around 
Orcas Landing and Eastsound.  
 
The next event on April 15, with architect Peter Brachvogel, will focus on the architectural 
elements that can be added to the site to complement the exhibit.  
 
From these public events and other input, the MRC will develop an exhibit plan document that 
will be posted on the MRC website and on Facebook as well as published for local distribution. 
This will be the basis for preparing the initial exhibits and planning for future expansion of exhibit 
themes based on future funding sources. 
 
Facebook Outreach 
MRC continues to promote its public involvement activities including The Orcas Landing 
Experience Project. More emphasis will shift to this project after the Marine Managers 
Workshop, Orcas Landing design phase, and the Orca Whale petition process.  
 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Skagit 
Month/Year: Feb-March/2017 
Submitted by: Jamey Selleck/Tracy Alker 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  Nothing new to report 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 

• MRC Meeting – February 9:  Dr. Jude Apple gave a presentation on the Coastal Blue Carbon 
Project at Padilla Bay.   

• MRC Meeting – March 9: The primary focus of the meeting was to discuss project ideas for the 
2017-2018 MRC grant funding. The Committee will make a final decision on the project 
proposals and budget priorities at the April 13 MRC meeting.   

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
No updates 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 

• Bowman Bay Restoration: Student planting was held March 10 through the Skagit Fisheries 
Enhancement Group. We currently have a team of about 5-6 stewardship volunteers to help 
with plantings and plant maintenance.  

• Tide Pool Interpretive Sign at Washington Park:  Larry Eifert was the artist selected to do the 
artwork and design for the tide pool interpretive sign at Washington Park.  Larry is the same 
artist who did the signs for Bowman Bay.  The draft sign design was shared with the MRC.  The 
sign is designed to help educate beach visitors about the fragile tide pool ecosystem and how 
certain behaviors can be harmful to the critters that live there.  After the sign is finalized, 
fabricated and installed, volunteers will survey beach visitors to help evaluate the effectiveness 
of the sign. 

• Fidalgo Bay Day:  Save the Date!  The date for Fidalgo Bay Day 2017 has been set for:  
Saturday, August 12, 2017 at the Fidalgo Bay RV Resort in Anacortes. Planning is currently 
underway.   

• Salish Sea Stewards: 35 volunteers registered to take the training this year.  We are now at full 
capacity! 12 people are already on the waiting list for next year’s training. Classes are held 
Tuesdays from 1:00pm to 5:00pm at Padilla Bay. The full training schedule in on Skagit MRC’s 
website.  The first class started March 7th and was followed by a potluck.  Rich Childers provided 
an excellent overview of the NWSI and MRCs and Scott Redman from the Puget Sound 
Partnership presented the state of the sound.  There was a great article about the Salish Sea 
Stewards in the Skagit Valley Herald recently. 

• Olympia Oyster Restoration:  Paul applied for a transfer permit with the Washington State 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) for putting out more shell strings and shell bags at the 
Fidalgo Bay sites for monitoring. Brady Blake from WDFW will be working with Paul this summer 
to look at an area along east March’s Point for additional seeding. Olympia oyster seed will be 
transferred from other areas of Fidalgo Bay so there won’t be a need to buy additional oyster 

http://www.skagitmrc.org/media/27706/sss-2017-full-schedule.pdf
http://www.goskagit.com/news/volunteers-prepare-to-join-salish-sea-stewards/article_38db63db-23cd-547a-9509-1438c3a79884.html


seed.  Paul will work with the Samish Tribe and volunteers to move shell from the higher 
intertidal areas to Weaverling Spit to provide better oyster habitat for native oyster settlement 
in areas where it has been limited so far.  The Puget Sound Restoration Fund applied for grant 
funding to provide additional shell for both the east side of Fidalgo Bay and west side at 
Weaverling Spit.  The Olympia Oyster Restoration Workshop will be held April 21st in Port 
Townsend.  Workshop goals include: increasing coordination across MRCs; standardizing project 
development information; and developing clear metrics to measure project success.   

• Pinto Abalone Restoration:  The Puget Sound Restoration Fund dive team will be out monitoring 
and seeding over the next couple of weeks at the six restoration sites in Skagit County.  
Preliminary monitoring results indicate that the abalone are growing and the adult-sized abalone 
are starting to move around and away from the original seed plots, which makes them harder to 
find.  Approximately 3000 additional abalone seed will be planted at the six restoration sites in 
Skagit County.   

• Kelp Monitoring:  A kelp workshop will be held April 15th in Port Townsend.   
• Nearshore Monitoring: Beach seining and forage fish surveys took place at Bowman Bay on 

March 9th. The Skagit Valley Herald was there to do a story about the Salish Sea Steward 
volunteers. The beach seining is currently being coordinated by the Samish Indian Nation’s 
Department of Natural Resources.   

• Forage Fish Index Site Surveys:   Sampling continues once a month at Guemes Channel (Ship 
Harbor) and at the NE side of Similk Bay, and Samish Island. 

• European Green Crab Monitoring:   Washington Sea Grant and Washington Department of Fish 
and Wildlife (WDFW) staff provided green crab monitoring training for the volunteers and other 
interested parties in February. There has been a huge interest in this program so an additional 
training was held on March 17th at Padilla Bay.  Over 100 people will be trained in green crab 
monitoring.  Volunteers will be assigned specific priority sites to monitor which will begin in 
April.  MRC Opportunity Funds will be used to pay for Samantha’s time to coordinate the 
volunteers in this effort.  Shell Puget Sound Refinery provided funding to purchase additional 
traps and other supplies.  To learn more about the green crab program go 
to:  https://wsg.washington.edu/community-outreach/environmental-threats/invasive-green-
crab-volunteer-monitoring/.   
 

Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc):  

https://wsg.washington.edu/community-outreach/environmental-threats/invasive-green-crab-volunteer-monitoring/
https://wsg.washington.edu/community-outreach/environmental-threats/invasive-green-crab-volunteer-monitoring/


MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Snohomish  
Month/Year: February and March 2017  
Submitted by: Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): 
 
Snohomish County Council appointed Laura Gurley, Deborah Hopkins, Tom Doerge, and Craig Wollam to 
serve on the MRC on February 15, 2017.  
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 
Sounds Waters University was held on February 4, 
2017. MRC Member Bob Hillmann, Debbie Hopkins, 
Mike Ehlebracht, and Laura Gurley attended the event.  
 
The Snohomish MRC co-sponsored a Starlight Beach 
Walk with Snohomish County Beach Watchers and the 
City of Edmonds on February 7, 2017 at Mukilteo 
Lighthouse Beach Park.  Snohomish MRC and 
Snohomish County Beach Watchers members gave a 
short introductory talk at the event. Snohomish MRC 
supplied the hot chocolate and apple cider for the 
event. Approximately 75 members of the public 
attended.  
 
The MRC cancelled the February 15, 2017 meeting and 
instead held their Annual Retreat on Feb 16, 2016 from 
4-8PM. MRC members Mike Ehlebracht, Franchesca 
Perez, Cathy Stanley, Susan Tarpley, and Sarah Brown, 
Laura Gurley, Tom Doerge, Deborah Hopkins, Bob Hillmann, and Craig Wollam attended. MRC Staff 
Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson were present, and Rich Childers and Lucas Hart from the 
Northwest Straits Commission joined the MRC for the retreat. The retreat goals included; share and 
discuss the mission of the MRC, welcome new members to the group, encourage MRC members to join 
a subcommittee or a project team and to review and prioritize projects for the 2017 work plan. Kathleen 
gave a presentation on Snohomish MRC 2016 Highlights and Accomplishments, and the MRC reviewed 
the current projects and commitments. Lucas Hart from the Northwest Straits Commission led a 
facilitated discussion on Boosting Effectiveness of MRC Projects. Finally, the group worked through the 
draft work plan to finalize it and to brainstorm an implementation strategy. The MRC completed the 
2017 work plan which was submitted to the Northwest Straits Commission shortly after the retreat. 
 
Paul Clampitt and Kathleen Pozarycki attended the 2017 Northwest Straits Commission Retreat on 
February 23 and 24.  Both enjoyed the retreat and shared information on Snohomish MRC projects to 
the group and learned about other MRC projects and Northwest Straits Initiative.  
 



MRC members Tom Doerge and Craig Wollam and MRC Staff Elisa Dawson attended March 9th Kayak 
Point Regional Park Public Meeting. The meeting discussed the Master Plan which is being created for 
the park site. During the meeting Snohomish County Parks and Landscape Architects from J.A. Brennan 
discussed options for soft-shore armoring of the beachfront to protect the park from sea-level rise, 
adjustments to the boat ramp, taking out some of the roadway on the beach from area, and raising 
some of the built environment infrastructure. The public did a dot exercise on the types of amenities 
they would like to see at the park, both onshore and in the forested area above. Snohomish County 
Parks and Landscape Architects from J.A. Brennan will incorporate the feedback they received from this 
meeting and are creating design options which will be presented to the public at another public 
meeting.  
 
The Snohomish MRC had their monthly meeting on March 15, 2017. Traci Sanderson, Paul Clampitt, 
Mike Ehlebracht, Franchesca Perez, Cathy Stanley, and Sarah Brown, Deborah Hopkins, Bob Hillmann, 
and Craig Wollam attended. MRC Staff Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson were present. Alessandra 
Durham from the Snohomish County Executive’s Office attended the meeting. Alessandra explained that 
there are 42 Boards and commissions working within Snohomish County and she interacts with all 
county boards and commissions and is the channel to Executive Dave Somers. The MRC discussed their 
ideas for the upcoming MRC grant. The MRC decided to move forward on their idea for an Ocean 
Literacy education project. For this project the MRC would sponsor the showing of a series of ocean 
themed documentaries for the public. The MRC will present their grant proposal to the Northwest 
Straits Commission on April 28 at Padilla Bay. The MRC also discussed the Storm Surge Monitoring 
Project Planning and MyCoast App. Kathleen reported to the MRC that there have bene over 25 reports 
submitted using the MyCoast app. While we are getting good data, in order to make the project more 
likely to be funded next year, there needs to be more people using the app. The MRC decided to create 
a new app form which would use specific landmarks and ask citizen scientists to take specific 
photographs from those designated points to measure visual change over time. Ideas included taking 
photographs of beaches as well as areas where you can see kelp beds. Taking these simple photos would 
appeal to get many people interacting with their marine environment. The MRC agreed to put together 
a team to figure out what the best photo locations would be for the app.  Traci, Paul, Deborah and Mike 
agreed to serve on this team. The MRC also celebrated Lincoln Loehr’s contribution of over 1,000 hours 
of service to the MRC with a small celebration and award.  
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 
Kathleen continues to work with the Habitat Strategic Initiative team to begin contracting for the 
$50,000 Snohomish-Stillaguamish Local Integrating Organization (LIO) grant for creosote piling removal 
in the Snohomish Estuary. A draft contract was finalized on March 16th and is being routed for 
signatures.  
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
Nearshore Beach Restoration Project: The Port of Everett installed three of the nearshore interpretive 
signs at Jetty Island on March 8, 2017. The Port of Everett is in the process of working to install their 
fourth sign at Edgewater Beach Park. The City of Everett has installed their four signs at Howarth Park.   



 
Nearshore Restoration Estuary and Salmon Recovery Program 
(ESRP) Learning Grant and Forage Fish Monitoring: SWM Staff 
continue to work with a team of researchers from the 
University of Washington on this ESRP Grant. Forage fish 
samples were collected on February 14 and delivered to 
consultant Jamey Selleck from NRC Corp for processing.  The 
Howarth Park index site was the only sample collected for 
March 2017. The sample was processed using the blue bowl 
method and provided to Caleb Dobey from Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife to deliver to Erin Dilworth for 
processing. The Snohomish MRC is scheduling a forage fish 
subcommittee call for early April to discuss logistics for the 
nest year of forage fish sampling both at the index site, the 
restoration sites, and Picnic Point and Meadowdale Beach 
Parks.   
 
Storm Surge Monitoring Project: The MRC’s In-Situ water level monitoring device at Kayak Point has 
been gathering and uploading data to the online platform via the telemetry device. Staff has been 
monitoring data. Mid-march staff found some discrepancies in the data and contacted In-Situ Tech 
Support. In-Situ reported that the discrepancies were part of a glitch in the system which In-Situ is 
working to fix. The device continues to take data at 5 minute intervals and uploads data every 12 hours 
to the online platform.  
 
Oil Spill Prevention, Preparedness and Response: Snohomish County MRC members were invited to 
participate in the March 18, 2017 Oiled Wildlife Hazwoper training in Everett.  Susan Tarpley and Debbie 
Hopkins attended the training, in which about 75 other community members attended and reported 
that the training was well done with good coverage of the Hazwoper materials and a good overview of 
how volunteers fit into spill response with a recent case study. 
 
Snohomish Estuary Project: After discussions with Washington Department of Natural Resources (DNR), 
the Snohomish MRC has determined that a creosote removal project would require more resources 
than what are available at this time. Instead, the MRC will focus on derelict boat removal in the 
Snohomish Estuary with the $50,000 LIO grant.  DNR has agreed to help the County and the Snohomish 
MRC with the derelict boat removal. The plan is to remove 1-4 derelict boats from the Snohomish 
Estuary.  
 
Port Susan: No updates at this time.  
 
Kelp Project: Traci continues to work with the Regional Kelp Planning Team who are working on an 
evaluation of the kelp data gathering process, and will be considering changes to the protocol before the 
next kelp monitoring season.   



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Whatcom 
Month/Year: February and March 2017 
Submitted by: Austin Rose 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): 
 
Bert Rubash resigned from the MRC is February.  The vacancy – for a Citizen-at-Large position - is 
currently being advertised on the Whatcom County Executive’s website, in addition to the MRC website.  
Two applications have been received for this open position.  MRC Executive Subcommittee members are 
currently interviewing applicants. 
 
Christine Woodward has officially been appointed to the MRC, filling a Conservation-Environmental 
seat. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 

• The MRC held their general monthly meetings on Feb 2, and March 2.    Sue Blake shared survey 
results from the ‘Plastic Ocean’ film that shown in late January.  76% of viewers claimed their 
behavior will change after watching the movie.  Some MRC members are working to organize a 
beach cleanup in September on International Coastal Cleanup Day.  The March MRC meeting 
featured guest speaker, Emily Grason, Washington SeaGrant, who provided a presentation 
about the recent sightings of green crabs in our area, what the next steps are going to be and 
how we can help. 

• MRC staff and one MRC member attended the Sound Waters conference on February 4.  
• The Speaker Series subcommittee met on March 6. Two ad hoc committees have been formed 

to plan for larger symposiums planned for the fall: 1) “State of the Ecosystem” – a follow up to 
“State of the Bay” (2015) which will include MRC involvement; and 2) “Water Supply 
Symposium” focusing on water availability and habitat needs.  The 1st planning meeting for 
“State of the Ecosystem” occurred on March 22nd.  Additionally, the MRC is planning to host a 
waterfront update by the Port of Bellingham at the June MRC meeting, and a presentation at 
the Lummi Island town hall about Lummi Island water resources (June 10 9am-Noon).   

• The MRC Project Development Subcommittee met on March 28 and discussed projects to 
include in the 2017-18 NWSI Request for Proposal. 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
n/a 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 

• Chuckanut sampling occurs on a bi-monthly basis (rain or shine ).   Three sites in the marine 
water are still not meeting water quality standards.  DOH recommends continued sampling and 
will provide additional technical assistance in the field if needed.  The MRC is planning to host an 
open house sometime in May for community members with staff from County Health and City 



of Bellingham to provide an opportunity to engage in a discussion about the status of the bay.  
Below are pictures of marine sampling on Feb 27, a very snowy day. 

• Eleanor Hines has been a champion lead for the forage fish surveys monthly.  Eleanor 
participated in a conference call led by Lucas Hart on March 14.  The MRC is in need of some 
assistance to coordinate/conduct these surveys on a monthly basis.  A Whatcom County intern 
may be able to include this task in their workload. 

• The MRC has been informed of the Olympia Oyster Restoration workshop being held in Port 
Townsend on April 21, staff and project champions plan to attend. 

• MRC Staff and MRC kelp monitors will be attending the spring kelp workshop on April 15th at the 
PT Maritime Center. 

• Jason Morgan, NWSF, and MRC project champions will be visiting the Lummi Quarry to start 
assessing monitoring needs and development of a monitoring plan. 

 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc): 
 

• MRC Staff and three MRC members attended Green Crab survey training on March 17.  This 
training was hosted by the Washington Sea Grant Crab Team an included: background info on 
green crab, protocols (including shoreline survey protocols), and identification.   N. Chuckanut 
Bay and Drayton Harbor are two monitoring locations in Whatcom County volunteers are 
needed for.  The MRC is considering including this work for the 2017-18 year – monitoring at 
sites identified by the Crab Team in Chuckanut Bay and Drayton Harbor. 

• Birch Bay State Park staff have reached out to the MRC asking for help with education and 
outreach on filling holes dug while harvesting clams, and securing food from wildlife (raccoons).  
The MRC will share materials that have produced for other areas and lead beach naturalist 
walks. 

 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): 
 
(Chuckanut Marine Monitoring: photos by Atina Casas). 
 

 



 
 

Commission staff highlights  
March 2017 

 
 
Ocean Acidification grant update 

Rich, Bill Dewey and Lucas presented to the Chef’s Collective about ocean acidification and 
repercussions to seafood industry. This presentation completes the required deliverables of the grant 
from NOAA ending in June. Commission staff prepared and submitted the July-December reporting on 
this grant in January.  

 

MRC Grants 

Quarterly reporting and invoicing for the current MRC grants was submitted and Commission staff 
reviewed and approved for processing at Ecology.  

The Request for Proposals was issued to MRCs on March 1 for the 2017-18 grants. Commission staff is 
working with MRC staff to discuss upcoming projects and provide technical support as needed.  

 

Net pen management update 
The NWSC submitted a letter commenting on the scoping documents for Ecology’s Net Pen Management 
Guideline update. Future opportunities for further comment will be available as the project progresses.  
 
Ocean acidification (OA) 
Lucas attended a meeting among representatives from different state agencies to discuss the direction for 
ocean acidification work and plan for an update from the Blue Ribbon Panel on Ocean Acidification. The 
most pressing issue is ensuring effective communication between state and non-state OA researchers 
and planners. NWSC was pitched as a potential candidate to organize ongoing communication forums.  
 
Lucas joined a call of the Nooksack Nitrogen Initiative, which has a goal of making sure OA is considered 
in the planning and modeling of nitrogen pollution. The group is now discussing nitrogen modeling to 
document inputs, outputs and impacts.  
 
Olympia oysters 
Workshop to discuss future direction and metrics of Olympia oyster restoration will be held on April 21st in 
Port Townsend.  
 
Forage Fish  
Lucas organized call between MRC volunteers and WDFW to discuss project progress on March 14. 
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Kelp 
Lucas started organizing the spring kelp workshop, which will be held April 15, with a goal of discussing 
upcoming season and any necessary protocol changes.  
 
MRC Staff Support 
Commission staff hosted a meeting for all MRC staff on January 31.  
 
Commission staff scheduled and hosted several WebEx demonstrations for MRCs on their website content 
management system.  
 
2017 MRC Conference 
The annual MRC conference is scheduled to be held on November 3-4, 2017 at the Sheraton Four Points in 
Bellingham. Commission and Foundation staff explored a wide variety of venues in all seven MRC counties 
and have identified a few to follow up on as potential future venues for the event, but recommend the 
Bellingham location for 2017.  
  
2017 Commission Retreat  
The Commission hosted the annual retreat at Padilla Bay Reserve on February 23-24. The post-survey is 
attached.  
 
April Commission meeting 
As a reminder, MRCs will each present a proposed project at the April Commission meeting at Padilla Bay 
on April 28. Those interested in seeing presentations and supporting MRCs are encouraged to attend. 
Please contact Nicole Jordan at jordan@nwstraits.org to sign up for a slot.  
 
Meeting attendance 
Lucas attended the Island MRC meeting in February.  
Lucas attended Clallam MRC meeting in late February.  
Rich attended the Snohomish MRC retreat. 
Lucas attended the Jefferson MRC meeting in March.  
 

mailto:jordan@nwstraits.org
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