
 
agenda 

 
 

Meeting:  Northwest Straits Commission 
Location:  WebEx Conference Call 
Date:  May 26, 2017 
Time:  10:00 AM to 12:00 PM 
 
To join the WebEx meeting, click here. Enter your name and email address and click “Join.” 
For audio conference only, dial: 1-877-668-4493, access code: 928 902 642 

 
10:00 – 10:15   Welcome and opening remarks 

Open the meeting with introductions 
Approval of April meeting minutes  
Approval of PSP alternate – Laura Blackmore 

Nan McKay, Chair 

10:15 - 10:30 NWSC committee reports 
Executive Committee  
Science Advisory Committee 
External Relations Committee  

 
Jamey Selleck 
Ron Thom 
Tom Cowan  

10:30-10:40 Puget Sound Day on the Hill update  Rich Childers 

10:40 - 11:10 MRC reports MRC Representatives 

11:10 - 11:30 Business items  
Northwest Straits Initiative – 2016 Annual Report 
Ocean acidification symposium report   
Olympia oyster and PSP Habitat Strategic Initiative  
Kelp project update 
2017 MRC Conference 

Staff 

11:30-11:40 Puget Sound Partnership Laura Blackmore, 
PSP  

11:40 - 11:50  Round table  All  

11:50 – 12:00 Public comment All 

12:00 Adjourn  

 

https://wadismeetings.webex.com/wadismeetings/j.php?MTID=me98681a757440b0f4803113271c778ed
http://nwstraits.org/media/2402/nwsi_2016-annual_report.pdf
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April 28, 2017 • 9:00am-3:00pm 
Big Room, Padilla Bay Reserve 

Northwest Straits Commission meeting  
Attendees: 
Commission Members: Nan McKay (Chair), Jerry Masters, Doug Stark (Whatcom), Jamey Selleck (Skagit, 
Vice Chair), Ed Adams (Island), Paul Clampitt (Snohomish), Ron Thom, Tom Cowan, Jeff Taylor (Jefferson-
alternate)  

Commission Staff: Rich Childers, Nicole Jordan, Sasha Horst, Lucas Hart 

Others in Attendance: Commissioner Ron Wesen (Skagit County Commissioner), Karin Berkholtz (Puget 
Sound Partnership), Caroline Gibson (Northwest Straits Foundation),  Elisa Dawson (Snohomish MRC 
staff), Morty Cohen (Skagit MRC), Gregg Ridder, Ruth Blyther, Rachel Best, Ed Bowlby (Clallam MRC, 
Chair), Tracy Alker (Skagit MRC staff), Cheryl Lowe (Jefferson MRC staff), Arnie Klaus (San Juan MRC 
staff), Franchesca Perez (Snohomish MRC, Chair), Jay Lind (Skagit MRC), Traci Sanderson (Snohomish 
MRC), Sarah Brown (Snohomish MRC, Vice Chair), Christie Heyer, Mel Malkoff, Austin Rose (Whatcom 
MRC staff) 

Absent: Sheida Sahandy, Terry Williams, Dale Moses (Jefferson), Tom Temple (San Juan) representative  

Welcome and Introductions 

Nan McKay opened the meeting and introduced Ron Wesen, Skagit County Commissioner. 
Commissioner Wesen provided a welcome, thanking the Commission and Skagit MRC for their work and 
highlighted the importance of agriculture as well as shorelines in the County economy. He encouraged 
attendees to go see the tulip fields in bloom.    

The minutes from the March Northwest Straits Commission meeting were approved with one change.  

MRC Presentations 
Each MRC presented a proposed project for the upcoming year. The Commission and other attendees 
provided feedback during a question and answer period following each presentation 

1. Skagit MRC, Morty Cohen–Salish Sea Stewards 
a. Morty presented on the Salish Sea Stewards volunteer training program. The goals of the 

program are to provide background, training and volunteer coordination; increase 
visibility of the Skagit MRC through volunteer activity and publications; and provide a 
strong base of training volunteers to support programs of Skagit MRC and the Northwest 
Straits Initiative.   
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b. The Commission discussed the class as an opportunity for local residents to learn project 
background and basic volunteer aspects of the MRC. The Commission discussed the 
difficulty of tracking volunteer hours across all MRCs. Skagit MRC uses Volgistics to track 
volunteer hours. 

2. Whatcom MRC, Doug Stark–Chuckanut Bay Health and Restoration  
a. Doug presented a Story Map on the community use of Chuckanut Bay and the MRC’s 

effort to restore and preserve its health. MRC activities include outreach to the local 
neighborhood, school groups and recreational users of the area. The MRC plans to do a 
community workshop in June to communicate their work in Chuckanut Bay.   

b. Commission members discussed the local and tribal use of the area including public 
shellfish harvest. No other organization is involved in restoring the area, so this is work that 
would not be happening without the MRC. Ron suggested looking at the Dungeness Bay 
study on pollution source.  

3. Jefferson MRC, Cheryl Lowe–Evaluating Outreach Efforts  
a. Cheryl presented on the MRCs strategies to evaluate the effectiveness of outreach 

campaigns. Key steps include identifying the purpose, audience and context of outreach 
messages. They explored various ways to measure changed behavior including photos of 
voluntary no anchor zone usage during busy seasons, online surveys after programs and 
follow up evaluations taking place six months after the event.  

b. Commissioners discussed the difficulty in measuring effectiveness of outreach campaigns 
across the Northwest Straits Initiative. Suggestions on improving outreach efforts 
included being deliberate in targeting an audience and narrowing monitoring efforts to 
one aspect of a project. Ron suggested looking at eelgrass health as a measurement of 
effectiveness of no anchor zones.  

4. Clallam MRC, Ed Bowlby–Pigeon Guillemot Surveys 
a. Ed presented on the Pigeon Guillemot monitoring project. The MRC hosted a training and 

then identified volunteers to survey at designated sites. Volunteers record the total 
number of birds, burrow visits, fish prey and any disturbances. The MRC is expanding the 
project to survey additional sites. 

b. Commission members discussed the use and end result of collected monitoring data. Ed 
said the information is given to WA Department of Fish and Wildlife. The project in 
Clallam County is an expansion of the project done by Island MRC. 

5. Island MRC, Gregg Ridder–Eelgrass Measurement Methods 
a. Gregg presented on the various methods used to survey eelgrass beds in Island County by 

the MRC. Ken Urstad, Island MRC member, conducts underwater surveys at selected sites 
using a towfish laser camera and his boat. Gregg conducts aerial surveys of the entire 
shoreline by plane and captures thousands of images which are stamped with GIS 
coordinates and stitched into a continuous record. A third method was tested this year 
with a sonar survey done by Albert Foster at ten sites. The data is given to Department of 
Natural Resources and included in SoundIQ.  

https://www.volgistics.com/


 
minutes 

 
 

b. Commissioners discussed the pros and cons of using the different methods. Aerial surveys 
are efficient for large areas but do not identify plant species as underwater videography 
does.  

6. San Juan MRC, Arnie Klaus–Marine Managers’ Workshop–Next Steps 
a. Arnie presented an overview of the San Juan MRCs projects for 2017-2018.  He presented 

figures and maps of the San Juan region and showed the potential impacts of increased 
ship traffic and oil spill risks. The Marine Managers’ Workshop is a venue to build 
community resilience to oil spills.  

b. The Commission recommended the MRC focus on breaking down the larger issue of oil 
spill risk into projects that can be executed by the MRC on a yearly basis. Notes from the 
previous Marine Mangers’ Workshop will provide focus for future workshops.  

7. Snohomish MRC, Franchesca Perez–Ocean Literacy, Awareness and Engagement  
a. Franchesca presented on their project to promoting ocean literacy in the community by 

screening an ocean conservation themed film, both at a public venue and in several 
school districts, and using the MyCoast smartphone app for collective monitoring of 
shoreline. The project team is watching several ocean conservation themed films to select 
from.  

b. Commission members praised the MyCoast app as a way to engage citizen scientists and 
discussed its potential future applications, and suggested Florian Graner’s film Beneath 
the Salish Sea. The Commission discussed using voluntary surveys as a way to measure 
changed behavior.   

 
Public Comment:  
There was no public comment. 
  
Business Items 
The 2017 MRC Conference will be held November 3-4 at the Sheraton Four Points Hotel in Bellingham, 
Washington. Ideas for conference topics or presenters can be forwarded to Nicole Jordan 
at jordan@nwstraits.org. 
 
An MRC staff meeting will be held on July 18 from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM at the Northwest Straits 
Commission offices at Padilla Bay Reserve. 
 
Election of Officers 
Nan McKay was elected to serve another one-year term as Chair of the Commission. Jamey Selleck was 
elected to serve another one-year term as Vice Chair of the Commission. 
 
 

*The next Commission meeting will be on May 26, 2017 from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM by WebEx 
Conference Call* 

https://mycoast.org/
http://www.sealife-productions.com/buy-dvds-blurays/BENEATH-THE-SALISH-SEA-DVD
http://www.sealife-productions.com/buy-dvds-blurays/BENEATH-THE-SALISH-SEA-DVD
mailto:jordan@nwstraits.org


 
 

Executive Committee Meeting 
May 8, 2017 • 11:00am-12:00pm 

Conference call  
 
Committee Members: Jamey Selleck, Ron Thom, Tom Cowan, Paul Clampitt, Caroline Gibson  
Commission Staff/Support: Sasha Horst, Rich Childers, Terry Stevens, Nicole Jordan  
Not attending: Nan McKay 
 

• Puget Sound Day on the Hill debrief 
Rich, Caroline, Nan, Jerry and Ginny traveled to Washington D.C. for Puget Sound Day on the Hill. Rich said 
the NWSI group met briefly with Senator Murray who assured them the Northwest Straits Initiative is her 
legacy and she intends to keep supporting it. Over the week the group met with several legislators 
including Representatives Denny Heck and Derek Kilmer and Senator Maria Cantwell. Rich mentioned that 
a key message that was reiterated by presenters at the event was the need to connect project funding to 
scientifically based monitoring data and results.  
 

• Budget update-current budget, sources of funding and upcoming year 
There was no news from the external relations committee on the potential state funding proposal. State 
legislators are still working on a state budget for the next biennium and the external relations committee 
will continue to pursue state funding for NWSC in this budget cycle.  An amendment is in progress with 
WA Department of Fish and Wildlife for the Catch More Crab campaign, providing an additional $25,000 
through the end of this crabbing season. Terry said he and Sasha are monitoring budgets closely and will 
keep everyone posted when updated reports are available the third week of May.  
 

• 2017-2018 MRC grants update 
Sasha said she is working with the MRCs on their current 2017-2018 project proposals–due May 19. 
Commission staff will continue to work with MRC staff as the deadline approaches.  
 

• NWSC meetings–topics/presenters for our next in-person Commission meeting.  
If an update is available, the Near Term Actions (NTA) solicitation process for 2018 Action Agenda timeline 
was confirmed as a May agenda topic to be delivered by either Puget Sound Partnership staff or Rich 
Childers. A briefing on the refresh/update to the Blue Ribbon Panel on Ocean Acidification and an update 
on the ecosystem health discussion were confirmed as topics for the June meeting. Ron will be traveling 
for June meeting but suggested Tom Mumford or another Science Advisory Committee member present 
on the topic.  
 

• Recruitment and chair/vice-chair rotation 
Jamey said he and Jerry discussed options in rotating leadership for the Commission. Paul Clampitt 
expressed an interest in serving as vice-chair in the future and considered it an honor to be considered for 
serving in that capacity. 
 

• Conference planning committee 
Rich, Caroline Lucas, and Nan are confirmed to be on the planning committee. Rich is working on 
recruiting one/two MRC volunteers. Tom Cowan said he will lead the session on communication with 
MRCs and their counties. Jamey volunteered to be on the committee and will confirm with Nan.  
 
 



 
 

• Any next steps needed on our ecosystem health discussion?  
Ron said the Science Advisory Committee (SAC) discussed the next steps on the ecosystem health topic. 
Ron Thom and Tom Mumford will develop a two-page document summarizing suggested next steps and 
create a conceptual model to quantify actual progress of example Northwest Straits Initiative projects. 
The document will be presented to the Commission at the meeting in June.  
 

• Foundation update 
Caroline briefed the committee on a meeting in DC with the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation and 
other non-governmental funding prospects. She offered to lead a brief question-based discussion with the 
Commission on current efforts to supplement funding to the MRCs. 

 
***The next Executive Committee Meeting will be a conference call on Monday, June 12, 2017*** 





THANK YOU 
PUGET SOUND DAY  
ON THE HILL 

Dear partners and friends,

Thank you for doing your part in making Puget Sound Day on the Hill 2007 a success. The 
feedback we’ve received has been all positive, and I am proud of the great work our group was able 
to accomplish. Here’s a quick recap of the event and its highlights: 

 � Nearly 60 partners from Puget Sound gathered in Washington D.C. to inform decision-makers 
about the importance of Puget Sound protection and recovery.

 � Conversations took place with 11 members of Congress and 9 senior Congressional staff (from 
the House and the Senate). Our Puget Sound Congressional Caucus, Congressmen Heck and 
Kilmer, welcomed us personally, and a lucky few can now claim to have participated in the 
coveted night tour of the Capitol by Congressman Kilmer.

 � We had the opportunity to inaugurate the newly formed national Congressional Estuary Caucus. 
As of this writing, some 35 members have joined this caucus.    

 � Several tribal representatives honored us with their participation. Their critical voice and 
articulation of treaty rights underscored and cemented the importance of protecting and 
recovering Puget Sound. 

 � A few of our meetings were attended and observed by federal agency staff (EPA, U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, Office of Management & Budget and the Congressional Research Service).

 � With the support of The Nature Conservancy, a website (https://pugetsoundinnovationstories.
blog/) was created to share the many great recovery projects taking place around the Sound—
and the partners who are making them happen. The Nature Conservancy sponsored creation of 
a “coffee table” book of selected stories, generated from the website and offered to the people 
with whom we met.  

 � Dr. Joseph Gaydos, of The SeaDoc Society, donated copies of the stunning The Salish Sea, 
Jewel of the Pacific Northwest. This book allowed us to more effectively share the wonders of our 
Puget Sound with elected officials who have the misfortune of living elsewhere (http://www.
seadocsociety.org/salish-sea-book/).



 � As of this writing, 148 people and organizations have signed onto a letter of support to key 
congressional and senate subcommittee chairs and ranking members. 

 � The Governor of the State of Washington, Jay Inslee, wrote a letter of support for the messages 
we carried to Congress.

 � Governor Inslee also shared a letter of support, along with the governors of the states of 
California, Oregon, Idaho and Alaska, regarding the Pacific Coast Salmon Recovery Fund.

During this trip, we received some great news that Congress had approved an omnibus bill that 
extends the federal support for programs critical to the work of protecting and recovering Puget 
Sound. Specifically, the Puget Sound Geographic program, the National Estuary Program, and 
the Pacific Coast Salmon Recovery programs will be held at existing levels until the end of the 
federal fiscal year. This is in stark contrast to the President’s proposed budget, which would have 
eliminated federal funding for all these programs.  

Even though the omnibus bill included a 1 percent cut to the EPA budget, a specific provision 
was inserted to ensure that the NEP program would be held harmless from these cuts. Most 
notably, legislators shared with us that the protection of the EPA funds was a “direct result” of 
last year’s Puget Sound Day on the Hill. I personally asked every single person with whom I met, 
“What can we do to help you protect Puget Sound?” The unanimous answer: keep doing exactly 
what we were doing in communicating the Puget Sound Day on the Hill messages.  

Last but not least, we celebrated that other key programs supporting our collective efforts―those 
specific to tribes as well as the SeaGrant program—are also designated to continue through the 
end of the federal fiscal year.

So, to those who came and to those who took other steps to support this effort, I hope you share 
my sense of pride in what we are doing together. We have averted what could have been a terrible 
outcome and strengthened the foundations for future work. I am filled with great optimism that 
the strength and solidarity of our team will lift us to outcomes we must reach.

Visit our website to see photos from the DC trip

With warm gratitude,

Sheida R. Sahandy,

Executive Director

Puget Sound Partnership

http://www.psp.wa.gov/2017-day-on-the-hill.php


MRC Monthly Report 
County: Clallam 

Month/Year: April – May 2017 

Submitted by: Cathy Lear and Helle Andersen 

Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  Jeff Ward is the new Chair for CMRC and Brad Collins the 
new Vice-Chair. Peggy McClure is the alternate for the City of Sequim. Alan Clark and Bob Campbell 
were re-elected as the NWSC representative and alternate. 

Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 

MRC Meeting: The monthly Clallam MRC meeting was held May 15th in Clallam County Commissioners 
large conference room. Topics on the agenda included election of Clallam MRC officials, final discussion 
about the 2017-18 NWSC proposal, determining the final four topics for the 2017 summer intern 
program, reports on two meeting – the marine spatial planning meeting May 4th and the port Angeles 
Harbor cleanup meeting May 11, and project updates. 

LIO/ERN Meeting: Jeff Ward and Cathy Lear participated in the quarterly meeting May 12th. 

Funding Updates: (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  None 

Project Updates:  
Educational Outreach: The “Celebration of Science” event April 22nd on Port Angeles City Pier was a 
great success. More than 20 booths displayed on the City Pier and the room was full (standing room 
only) at the morning speaker series. The CMRC booth was staffed by members who talked about our 
projects and handed out a brochure about CMRC and the work we do. A few pictures of the CMRC 
booth are attached. 

Earth Day Cleanup: April 29th, 207 volunteers participated in the beach cleanup along the Strait of Juan 
de Fuca. Marine debris was removed from at least 11 beaches and Peabody Creek in Port Angeles. 
Almost 2,000 lbs. or one ton of debris was removed. CMRC coordinated the cleanup effort along the 
Strait ensuring that five coordination sites were staffed and had all the needed equipment. 

Crabber Outreach: Shannon Weaver, a senior at the Huxley on the Peninsulas (Western Washington 
University), was hired as the crabber outreach intern in April. She has met with Don Hatler along with 
Jeff Ward to start planning the crabber outreach effort. She will give a brief presentation about the 
effort at the Puget Sound Angler’s meeting May 18th. Jeff Ward is planning to attend the meeting as 
well. 

 Forage Fish Surveys:  May 8-10, CMRC members participated in the intensive forage fish sampling effort 
spearheaded by WDFW. The CMRC members conducted sampling at 11 beaches between Old Town 
near Sequim and Crescent Beach west of Port Angeles. Several of these beaches the WDFW was not 
aware off or did not know how to access. Each day the sediment samples were turned over to the 
WDFW to complete the sampling effort by conducting the vortex method (this saved a lot of time which 
could then be spent in the field sampling more beaches). 

Olympia Oyster Restoration: May 24th Ed Bowlby, Lyn Muench, Jeff Ward, Mike Doherty and Helle 
Andersen will visit the site at Dawley Road along with representative(s) of USF&W. Cathy Lear recently 
talked with Matt Heins from the Dungeness Farms about  the possibility of restoring Olympia oysters on 
their tidelands. Helle is arranging a field visit May 25th. 



 
MRC Monthly Report 

 
County: Island 
Month/Year: May 2017 
Submitted by: Caitlin Budd 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to 
chair/vice-chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): William Bell of District 1 has joined the MRC in 
the Port of Coupeville seat. Anna Toledo will be returning from maternity leave on 6/1/17. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
Meetings 

- On May 2, Lori Clark presented on Island Local Integrating organization and solicited feedback 
from the MRC on feasibility and relevance of indicator goals. 

- On May 2, Jim Somers presented on the seining process and outcomes from seining projects in 
the county.  

- On May 2, the MRC approved that, with the consent of two Executive Committee members, a 
letter of support can be signed on behalf of the MRC. 

 
Events 

- On May 17th - 20th, Barbara Bennett attended a Citizen Science Conference in Minnesota where 
she presented a poster that outlined the MRC’s goals as well as current monitoring projects. 

- On May 24th, the Pigeon Guillemot team is conducting a training on how to conduct surveys. 
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): None. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
Forage Fish: Below are results from April 2017.  
 
Restoration Sites: 

- Ala Spit: No eggs were found. 
- Camano Island State Park: No eggs were found. 
- Cornet Bay: No eggs were found. 

 
Index Sites: 

- Long Point: No eggs were found. 
- Maple Grove: Fourteen surf smelt eggs were found on 4/28/17.  
- Windjammer: No eggs were found. 
- Freeland: No eggs were found. 
- Glendale: No eggs were found.  
- Waterman: No eggs were found. 
-  

Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc):  
 
The MRC received a letter from Department of Health detailing that Penn Cove is threatened with a 



downgrade in status due to pollution. If a marine water quality sample is at or near the standard or if a 
source of significant pollution is identified by a shoreline survey, DOH issues notifications of the threat 
posed.  



JCMRC Monthly Report 
 
County:  Jefferson 
Month/Year:  May 2017 
Submitted by:  Cheryl Lowe 
 
Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  
 We are excited to finally have Tim Weissman on board as Program Assistant. He is working 9 
hrs/week on a range of community engagement projects, from student engagement in our rain garden 
work to crabber outreach on the docks. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights):   
 
Past Meetings & Events:   

• The JCMRC monthly meeting was held May 2, 2017.  17 members/staff and 5 guests attended 
the meeting. We had a presentation by Dave Croonquist and discussion about proposed changes 
to recreational halibut fishing regulations in response to a request from the BOCC. Meeting 
topics also other administrative and project status reports. 

• Executive Committee met on May 23 (Dale, Wade, Jeff, Cheryl and Ashley conference call)  
• Jeff Taylor and Cheryl Lowe attended the NWSC meeting in April and Cheryl made a 

presentation about evaluating outreach programs.  
• Dale plans to attend the NWSC May 26 Web-Ex meeting. 
• Our May 13th Digging for Dinner (Quilcene) was a success, with 44 participants and 5 volunteers 

assisting.  The weather was lovely, most participants were new to clamming, and many had 
never been to this under-utilized WDFW tidelands in south Jefferson County for clamming. 
People came away with a new understanding of regulations and sustainable practices, where to 
go for info about safe harvesting, and their limit of steamer clams. 

• Cheryl Lowe represented the Jefferson MRC at the Strait ERN meeting on May 12.  
 
Upcoming Meetings/Events:   

• Next MRC meeting will be June 6, 2017 at 6 pm. 
• Installation of the first MRC rain garden is scheduled for June 6-7. Community volunteers will 

assist with the first day’s work and PT School District students will be participating on June 7th, 
See Rain Gardens Update below. 

• The next Digging for Dinner event is Friday, June 9 (Dosewallips). Registration info is on the MRC 
website. 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  
 No new info. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing projects or any new projects identified): 

1. Monitoring: a) Fort Townsend Restoration: MRC volunteers will be assisting WDFW Habitat 
Restoration crews on June 21-22, as they complete the next post-construction beach character 
monitoring. b) Forage Fish Index Site (Adelma Beach):  Monthly monitoring for forage fish 
continues. c) Kelp:  Planning has begun for summer monitoring.  



2. Rain Gardens:  Chetzemoka Park (City of PT) rain garden installation is scheduled for June 6-7, 
with site work donated by City of PT Public Works to be completed the week before.  We are 
collaborating with PT School District teachers (OPEPO program) on this project. We will have a 
day in the classroom with about 50 students reviewing topics such as water quality and rain 
garden functions, then they will assist with final rain garden plantings on June 7th.  A NWS 
Foundation grant supports an MRC Program Assistant who will be working with these students 
in the classroom and during installation. Design work and project management is being donated 
by WSU Extension staff.  Jefferson MRC’s Program Assistant is assisting with volunteer 
coordination and classroom instruction.  

3. Education & Outreach:  May 13th Digging for Dinner event was a great success. See summary 
above. Final plans are in place for an oyster-focused Digging for Dinner at Dosewallips State 
Parks on June 9, 2017.  The MRC is continuing to work with PT School District’s Maritime 
Discovery Program, by building connections with teachers and offering ideas for collaborations.  

4. Olympia Oyster: (1) Discovery Bay:  We are exploring possible opportunities for strengthening 
the extant population with addition of more clean shell. (2) Quilcene Bay: Monitoring of last 
year’s 10 bags of seeded cultch is May 25.  Deployment of another batch of seeded cultch 
(hatchery-grown) will be May 26.  

5. Voluntary No Anchor Zones:  No new activity in May. 
 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc.):    
 
 
 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: San Juan 
Month/Year: May 
Submitted by: Arnie Klaus 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to 
chair/vice-chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): Kendra Smith, the new Environmental 
Resources Director for San Juan County Public Works is also appointed by San Juan County 
Council to serve on the Marine Resources Committee. Kendra comes with a background in 
environmental restoration project management and is already reshaping the direction of the 
MRC toward new project opportunities.  There are two vacant positions.  
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events 
from past month such as number of participants or The normally scheduled MRC meeting was 
rescheduled for a mid-month meeting to review the grant proposal to the northwest straits 
commission for next year. The MRC participated in reviewing sites for salmon enhancement and 
forage fish reclamation areas on Sucia island, and Deer Harbor.  
 
The mid-month meeting focused on next year's grant cycle and projects that will be developed 
through the Northwest Straits Commission.  
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
No new updates. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects.) 
Orcas Landing Experience - The site is now being considered for use as a stormwater filtration 
area which, if implemented would delay the opening of the project but would create an aesthetic 
and functional addition to the site and an additional educational experience.  
Marine Managers Workshop - Workshop results and recommended action are being compiled 
into a final report that will go out to attendees and will be available of the MRC website. 
Facebook Campaign - Facebook viewers are continuing to indicate they like the site as the 
MRC prepares to go into full swing effort to create a community networked focused on marine 
stewardship. 
 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, 
questions to the Commission, etc): San Juan County Council has given direction to the MRC to 
help come up with local actions that can be taken to protect the Southern Resident Killer 
Whales while retaining the economic vitality of the whale watching industry that is a significant 
contributor to the County. 
 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional 
info): 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Skagit 
Month/Year: May, 2017 
Submitted by: Jamey Selleck/Tracy Alker 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):   

• The Committee voted to make the recommendation to the Board of County Commissioners to 
appoint Jude Apple to the Skagit MRC.  Jude is a marine ecologist and research coordinator at 
Padilla Bay NERR. 

 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 

• MRC Meeting – May 11:  Innes Weir, General Manager with Cooke Aquaculture, gave a 
presentation about marine aquaculture operations in Washington State.  The presentation 
highlighted the history, technology, environmental concerns and mitigation.  

• Shore-Side Cleanup – Saturday, May 13:  Skagit MRC partnered with the Swinomish Tribe, 
Coastal Volunteer Partnership, and RE-Sources to co-sponsor a shore-side cleanup at the 
Swinomish Reservation from 10:00am – 2:00pm on Saturday, May 13.  Around 30 volunteers 
participated including several new Salish Sea Stewards. They removed nearly 900lbs of trash! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
• Skagit MRC Celebration- Wednesday, May 24th:  Come celebrate Puget Sound with the Skagit 

MRC and the Northwest Straits Foundation on May 24th, 5pm – 8pm at H2O -Anacortes Brewery 
(314 Commercial Ave, Anacortes).  

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
No updates 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 

• Bowman Bay Nearshore Restoration:  A planting party hosted by the Skagit Fisheries 
Enhancement Group was held May 9th.  Nearshore monitoring continues on a monthly basis. 

• Tide Pool Interpretive Sign:  The sign design has been finalized and is in the process of 
fabrication.   

• Fidalgo Bay Day:  The date has been set for:  Saturday, August 12, 2017 at the Fidalgo Bay RV 
Resort.  Save the Date cards have been widely distributed. Planning continues. Initial contact has 
been made with the displayers. Several new Salish Sea Stewards have already signed up to help.  
One new activity planned this year is the creation of marine themed luminaires, followed by a 
lighted parade.  

Photo Credit: Pete Haase Photo Credit: Pete Haase 

http://www.skagitmrc.org/news-events/2017/05/skagit-mrc-celebration/


Salish Sea Stewards, Class of 2017! 

• Salish Sea Stewards:  A record number of 34 people 
completed the Salish Sea Stewards training this year! This 
incredible new group of volunteers has already given back 
over 434 hours of volunteer services in the last ten 
weeks!  The final class and graduation celebration took 
place on May 9th.  Samantha Russell presented an 
overview of the topics that the class covered and some of 
the takeaways, resources, and volunteer opportunities; 
Pete Haase gave a presentation on the history of Earth 
Day and the EPA; Nan McKay provided an inspiring commencement speech; and Morty Cohen 
and Terry Stevens provided a warm “Thank You” and words of encouragement on behalf of the 
Skagit MRC and Padilla Bay.  Graduates were each given a graduation certificate, a plant donated 
by the Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group, and a Salish Sea Stewards/Skagit Marine Resources 
Committee t-shirt to help identify the volunteers and increase the visibility of the program.  
Volunteers had the opportunity to browse through the different displays, games, and activities 
that are in need of volunteers to host at special events.  Several different upcoming events, 
activities, and volunteer opportunities were posted around the room along with sign-up sheets.  
An article about the Salish Sea Stewards was recently posted on a new blog called “Puget Sound 
Innovation Stories” and in the Skagit Valley Herald. 

• Olympia Oyster Restoration:  Paul, with the help of several volunteers, relocated oyster shell 
from Crandall Spit that was too high and redistributed it on the west side of Fidalgo Bay at 
Weaverling Spit.  Paul collected a few cultch bags for 
monitoring and is gearing up to do more sampling in Fidalgo 
Bay during the next tide cycle. Data collected so far indicates a 
moderate oyster settlement from last year. Jack Middleton, 
one of the volunteers at the Coastal Volunteer Partnership, 
discovered a few hundred to perhaps a few thousand Olympia 
oysters in the high channels at the southern end of Fidalgo Bay 
near Sharp’s Corner (see photo to the right).   

• Pinto Abalone Restoration:  The field work is now complete.  The final report will be completed 
by September 30th.   

• Kelp Monitoring:  Three new Salish Sea Stewards and three volunteers from the Hole in the Wall 
Kayak Club in Anacortes expressed interest in helping with the kelp surveys in Skagit County this 
year. Last year we only had two volunteers. We will focus on establishing an inventory of the 
kelp beds in Skagit County including photos, location, size, and accessibility. Volunteers will be 
recruited to take photos of the kelp beds that will later be incorporated into a map. Suzanne 
Shull will help us develop a smart phone app that can be used for crowdsourcing input from 
volunteers. The map will be used to help prioritize the kelp beds to survey on a regular basis. 

• Forage Fish Index Site Surveys: Monthly surveys continue at Skagit MRC’s three Forage Fish 
Index sites:  Ship Harbor, Similk Bay on the Swinomish Reservation, and Samish Island.  Charlette 
Thurman, an intern with the County, and Rachel Price from Shell Puget Sound Refinery, continue 
to take the lead on most of the Forage Fish Index Site surveys. Surf smelt eggs were recently 
found at the Similk Bay site. 

• European Green Crab Monitoring:   Skagit MRC partnered with the Washington Sea Grant to 
expand European Green Crab monitoring throughout Skagit County.  MRC Opportunity Funds are 
being used for volunteer coordination.  Shell Puget Sound Refinery provided funding for the 
additional traps and other supplies. Monitoring in Skagit County started the second week of 
April.  The Samish Tribe is also putting out traps.  Another green crab was discovered in Padilla 
Bay.  There was a recent article in the Skagit Valley Herald about the green crab monitoring 
efforts “Search resumes for invasive green crabs in area waters”. 

Photo Credit: Paul Dinnel 

https://pugetsoundinnovationstories.blog/2017/04/20/salish-sea-stewards-2/
https://pugetsoundinnovationstories.blog/2017/04/20/salish-sea-stewards-2/
http://www.goskagit.com/news/diverse-group-of-salish-sea-stewards-ready-to-put-education/article_17b40c54-af71-515c-9084-a5c21107e863.html
https://exch.skagitcounty.net/owa/redir.aspx?C=QeJS3OsRKJ7e8d9976yxIa_aJ7_5FQZnJiPQr6QqOlbCbUgvO5rUCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.goskagit.com%2fnews%2fsearch-resumes-for-invasive-green-crabs-in-area-waters%2farticle_546b9d7e-0c37-5689-8288-7b008a74249b.html


MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Snohomish  
Month/Year: May 2017  
Submitted by: Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): 
 
None. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 
Elisa Dawson, Paul Clampitt, and Bob Hillmann attended a meeting with WSU Extension on April 26, 
2017 to discuss Crabber Education. WSU and the MRC discussed the types and numbers of supplies 
needed for crabber opening weekend July 1 and 2, 2017.  
 
Elisa Dawson, Paul Clampitt, and Bob Hillmann attended the recreational crabber education training 
held by WSU Snohomish County Extension Beach Watchers on May 12, 2017. Don Velasquez from 
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife presented information on crab biology, recreational crab 
traps and techniques to reduce crab pot loss. Chrys Bertolotto discussed outreach messaging for 
recreational crabber education and techniques for getting messaging across. Also discussed were tips 
and scenarios on how to engage with recreational crabbers. Volunteer sign-ups were passed out for July 
1 and 2 at Everett 10th street boat launch and Kayak Point Regional Park. WSU will continue to gather 
volunteers and will return the sign ups to the MRC.  
 
The MRC presented their NWSC 2017-2018 grant on April 28, 2017. The grant is titled “Ocean Literacy 
and Engagement Project.” For this grant, the Snohomish County MRC will host ocean literacy film events 
to inspire and increase local citizen engagement in a time-lapse photo monitoring project of Snohomish 
County nearshore beaches.  The project will use the MyCoast website and smart-phone companion app 
to provide an easy and fast platform for people to post photos.  Film screenings will provide a pathway 
for engagement, and after each showing there will be a call to action which encourages the audience to 
take part in a local project. The MRC received feedback from the Northwest Straits commissioners to 
focus their grant goals specifically on engagement. The MRC also received feedback to consider using 
Brown Paper Tickets as a way for registering attendees to the events. Brown Paper Tickets would allow 
the MRC to ask several survey questions to poll the audience before they can register for the event. The 
MRC will revise their grant application with this feedback.  
  
An executive conference call was held on May 11, 2017 to discuss meeting logistics and Kathleen’s 
maternity leave on May 10, 2017. Participants on the conference call were MRC staff Kathleen Pozarycki 
and Elisa Dawson, and MRC members Sarah Brown, Traci Sanderson and Franchesca Perez. The team 
discussed the upcoming presentation from Snohomish County Parks on the Kayak Point Park planning at 
the May 17 MRC meeting. The team decided to reschedule a presentation on Greenwood Creek for the 
June MRC meeting.  
 
The Snohomish MRC had their monthly meeting May 17, 2017. Franchesca Perez, Sarah Brown, Craig 
Wollam, Paul Clampitt, Mike Ehlebracht, Susan Tarpley, Deborah Hopkins, Laura Gurley, and Tom 
Doerge attended. MRC Staff Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson were present. Sharon Swan, 
Snohomish County Park Principle Park Planner, presented on the Kayak Point Park planning and design 
work that Snohomish County Parks is currently working on. Sharon presented background information, 



as well as the current designs for Kayak Point. After the presentation, Sharon opened the presentation 
to questions. The MRC discussed the 4 ½ foot sea level rise projection that Parks is including in the 
design criteria. The MRC requested more information about the gravel berm which was included in the 
plan to protect the fill. The MRC also shared ideas on how to include more habitat features in the plan. 
The MRC suggested setting up a meeting with Parks, the MRC, SWM Staff, and the consultants on the 
project to discuss habitat features which could be included in the new plan. The MRC also discussed the 
plan for Kathleen’s maternity leave, Elisa gave updates on the MyCoast app, and the MRC finalized the 
Northwest Straits 2017/2018 grant.  
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 
WDFW grant #17-08325 for $50,000 to fund a small portion of the “Cleaning up the Snohomish Estuary” 
project has been signed approved by all parties.   
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified):  
Nearshore Beach Restoration Project: All signs have been installed. The City of Everett and the Port of 
Everett are maintaining the signs.  
 
Nearshore Restoration Estuary and Salmon Recovery Program (ESRP) Learning Grant and Forage Fish 
Monitoring: SWM Staff continue to work with a team of researchers from the University of Washington 
on this ESRP Grant. Elisa Dawson and Mike Ehlebracht took the index site sample on May 11, 2017. This 
is the only sample which will be taken in May. The sample was processed using the blue bowl method at 
Mike Ehlebracht’s lab. This lab will serve as a back-up location from Snohomish County in case 
Snohomish County staff are unable to process the sample. The sample will be delivered to Erin Dilworth 
for processing. The Snohomish MRC will continue to sample the index site monthly.   
 
Storm Surge Monitoring Project: The MRC’s In-Situ water level monitoring device at Kayak Point has 
been gathering and uploading data to the online platform via the telemetry device. Staff has been 
monitoring data. The device continues to take data at 5 minute intervals and uploads data every 12 
hours to the online platform. Planning for the late summer community update has begun. Tentative 
workshop dates are mid-week during the third week of September. 
 
Oil Spill Prevention, Preparedness and Response:  Susan Tarpley attended the Local Emergency Planning 
Committee (LEPC) on May 9. MRC Staff have provided an oil spill stakeholder list to SWM management 
to be used internally in the event of an oil spill. The subcommittee is planning to meet to discuss the 
new oil spill response plans in Washington State called Geographic Response Plans (GRPs). Washington 
State Department of Ecology, in coordination with the Northwest Area Committee and EPA Region 10, 
has drafted 11 new GRPS, one of which is the Stillaguamish Region in Snohomish County. The 
subcommittee plans to submit a public comment.  
 
Snohomish Estuary Project:  
WDFW has provided $50,000 in grant funds through the LIO to SWM/MRC.  The Snohomish MRC will 
match the grant with $30,000 from the 2017 MRC WO228 budget. WDNR is also going to match the 
grant with approximately $20,000-$30,000 or more after the new biennium begins on July 1.  There’s a 
chance that the DNR amount will be much larger but that will be determined in July. The total working 
budget at this time is approximately $100,000.  The County and WDFW are working on a draft 
Interagency Agreement (IAA) that when finished will route to the PA’s office and Risk Management. The 
project team has completed a derelict vessel prioritization in the Snohomish Estuary and are working 
with WDNR to determine the costs of removing the vessels on the prioritized list. 
 



Port Susan: The MRC hopes to add septic GIS information to their shoreline armoring data in Port Susan. 
The septic information would identify properties where septic tanks are too close to the shoreline, 
which would make them ineligible for hard-armoring removal.  This is a good project for a future date 
that can be done with the help of GIS staff at Snohomish County. 
 
Kelp Project: The kelp subcommittee had a conference call on May 11, 2017. Kathleen Pozarycki, Elisa 
Dawson, Traci Sanderson, Cathy Stanley, Susan Tarpley, and Tom Doerge participated in the call. Traci 
Sanderson led the call. Traci gave an overview of April 15, 2017 Kelp Workshop and the Regional Team’s 
direction. The Snohomish MRC decided to continue to do a presence/absence for all known kelp beds in 
the county.  The team decided to monitor kelp beds using the same protocol used in the past just once 
this summer. The team will look at days in late August or early September to conduct the kelp 
monitoring. The team will also conduct a day of reconnaissance for kelp around the southern edge of 
Hat Island. Cathy Stanley will provide access to the Tulalip Tribes boat for this reconnaissance. The team 
will schedule another conference call to discuss gear needs for the kayak based kelp monitoring at 
Meadowdale, Mukilteo Lighthouse Park, and Edmonds this summer.  Elisa and Traci are going to get 
additional safety and trip guidance training to ensure safe kayaking and trip planning logistics to take 
into account wind, tides, and currents. 
 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Whatcom  
Month/Year: MAY 2017 
Submitted by: Austin Rose 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): 
 

• Glen Alexander (Alex) was officially appointed to the MRC on May 2 to fill a Citizen-at-Large 
interest position.  Alex is recently retired from the Padilla Bay NERR where he worked as the 
Education Coordinator. 

 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 

• At the June MRC meeting, the MRC representatives from the Port of Bellingham will provide an 
update on the Bellingham Waterfront improvement projects. 

 
• The MRC Project Development meeting will occur on 05/23 to further discuss the draft proposal 

to the NWSC for the 2017/18 grant year.  The group will discuss ways in which crabber outreach 
could occur in Whatcom County. 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 
n/a 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 

• MRC Staff, Chris Brown, and Bob Seaman met Puget Sound Restoration Fund staff on May 11 to 
pick up 39 bags of oyster spat on shell.  The group then met Paul Dinnel on the trestle over 
Fidalgo Bay to drop the bags in the water to overwinter.  The group tried to lower bags by rope, 
but ended up having to toss… 
 

• Chris Brown and Doug Stark met to outline the protocol for a tide flat survey within Chuckanut 
Bay prior to oyster restoration within the identified test plots. 
 

• MRC Staff and Eleanor Hines met with NWSC staff and NWSF staff to discuss the future of the 
North Sound Citizen Stewardship Program – a partnership between RE Sources and the 
Whatcom MRC. 
 

• The MRC/WWIN Speaker Series group is planning an Ecosystem Symposium to dovetail from the 
State of the Bay Symposium held in 2015.  This symposium will occur on September 20-21.  The 
overarching goal is to support and inform ecosystem recovery actions in WRIA 1 in a manner 
that combines and coordinates research and community interests and needs. 

 



Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc): 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): 
 
Spat on shell.  39 bags.  Photo credit: Austin Rose Spat on shell. Photo credit: Austin Rose 

  
 
(top left) Instruction from Brian Allan.  Photo credit: Austin Rose 
(Left) Tossing bags over trestle.  Photo credit: Austin Rose 
(Right) Lowering bags by rope. Photo credit: Pete Haase 
 

 
 
 

    



 
 

Commission staff highlights  
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Northwest Straits Initiative – 2016 Annual Report 

Commission staff have prepared the 2016 Northwest Straits Initiative Annual Report. This year’s report contains a 
summary table for each MRC’s projects, and includes projects done in coordination with the Northwest Straits 
Foundation. Many thanks to the MRC members and staff who contributed to this effort by providing content and some 
great images. Click here to read the full report.  

 

MRC Grants 

The due date for 2017-18 MRC grants just passed on May 19. Commission staff will complete an initial review of proposals 
to ensure projects are clearly defined and meet the criteria of the Request for Proposals. Additional technical review may 
be needed, depending on projects proposed. A full list of projects will be provided at the next Commission meeting. 
 
The 2016-17 MRC grants are now past the halfway point. MRCs should be tracking budgets and tasks closely to be sure 
that all is on track as planned. If an amendment will be needed, please initiate one as soon as possible.  
 
Olympia oysters 
WA Dept. of Fish and Wildlife drafted a 2012 Olympia oyster recovery plan that outlined 19 priority restoration sites in Puget 
Sound. Work has begun at the majority of sites in North Puget Sound and there is interest within the NWSI in expanding 
restoration to non-prioritized sites. Lucas and Rich met with WDFW representatives on 5/18 to discuss the process for 
doing restoration at non-prioritized locations and to let the department know that interest is growing.  
 
Forage fish project update 
Lucas attended the PSP PSEMP Forage Fish and Food Webs working group meeting in Padilla Bay on 5/16/17. Lucas also 
held a conference call with Tina Whitman from FRIENDS of the San Juans to better understand San Juan forage fish work. 
He updated her on the MRC index site projects.   
 
Kelp project update 
Lucas delivered a presentation on the kelp project to Salish Sea Stewards on 5/2/17. Lucas organized a call in early May 
with Maycira Costa, a remote sensing expert at the University of Victoria. Representatives from several MRC’s were on the 
call to ask questions about the use of satellites for kelp monitoring. Lucas and Caroline continue to work together to find 
ways to expand and fund MRC kelp work and had a discussion with NOAA on May 18 to that effect.  
 
2017 MRC Conference 
The annual MRC conference is scheduled to be held on November 3-4, 2017 at the Sheraton Four Points in Bellingham. 
Rich is working on gathering the planning committee. Those interested in joining should committee should contact Rich 

http://nwstraits.org/media/2402/nwsi_2016-annual_report.pdf
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at childers@nwstraits.org. A survey of potential session topics will be sent directly to all MRC members in June, and we 
encourage members to provide input to help guide the planning committee’s work.  
 
Meeting attendance 
Commission staff visited several MRC meetings in May. Lucas attended the Skagit MRC meeting on May 11. Rich attended 
the Clallam MRC meeting on May 15. Rich also presented at the San Juan MRC meeting on May 17.  
 
Lucas and Rich attended the Strait ERN meeting on May 12th. Advocated for Olympia oyster restoration as a focus area in 
the Habitat Strategic Initiative of the PSP Action Agenda.   
 
Lucas attended a kelp meeting with Puget Sound Restoration Fund and NOAA partners at the Manchester field station on 
May 10. 
 
Lucas and Rich attended the UW ocean acidification symposium on May 22.   
 
 

mailto:childers@nwstraits.org
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	b. Commissioners discussed the difficulty in measuring effectiveness of outreach campaigns across the Northwest Straits Initiative. Suggestions on improving outreach efforts included being deliberate in targeting an audience and narrowing monitoring e...
	4. Clallam MRC, Ed Bowlby–Pigeon Guillemot Surveys
	a. Ed presented on the Pigeon Guillemot monitoring project. The MRC hosted a training and then identified volunteers to survey at designated sites. Volunteers record the total number of birds, burrow visits, fish prey and any disturbances. The MRC is ...
	b. Commission members discussed the use and end result of collected monitoring data. Ed said the information is given to WA Department of Fish and Wildlife. The project in Clallam County is an expansion of the project done by Island MRC.
	5. Island MRC, Gregg Ridder–Eelgrass Measurement Methods
	a. Gregg presented on the various methods used to survey eelgrass beds in Island County by the MRC. Ken Urstad, Island MRC member, conducts underwater surveys at selected sites using a towfish laser camera and his boat. Gregg conducts aerial surveys o...
	b. Commissioners discussed the pros and cons of using the different methods. Aerial surveys are efficient for large areas but do not identify plant species as underwater videography does.
	6. San Juan MRC, Arnie Klaus–Marine Managers’ Workshop–Next Steps
	a. Arnie presented an overview of the San Juan MRCs projects for 2017-2018.  He presented figures and maps of the San Juan region and showed the potential impacts of increased ship traffic and oil spill risks. The Marine Managers’ Workshop is a venue ...
	b. The Commission recommended the MRC focus on breaking down the larger issue of oil spill risk into projects that can be executed by the MRC on a yearly basis. Notes from the previous Marine Mangers’ Workshop will provide focus for future workshops.
	7. Snohomish MRC, Franchesca Perez–Ocean Literacy, Awareness and Engagement
	a. Franchesca presented on their project to promoting ocean literacy in the community by screening an ocean conservation themed film, both at a public venue and in several school districts, and using the 32TMyCoast32T smartphone app for collective mon...
	b. Commission members praised the MyCoast app as a way to engage citizen scientists and discussed its potential future applications, and suggested Florian Graner’s film 32TBeneath the Salish Sea32T. The Commission discussed using voluntary surveys as ...
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	There was no public comment.
	Business Items
	The 2017 MRC Conference will be held November 3-4 at the Sheraton Four Points Hotel in Bellingham, Washington. Ideas for conference topics or presenters can be forwarded to Nicole Jordan at 32Tjordan@nwstraits.org32T.
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