
 
agenda 

 
 

Meeting:  Northwest Straits Commission 
Location:  WebEx Conference Call 
Date:  December 8, 2017 
Time:  10:00 am to 12:00 pm 
 

To join the WebEx meeting, click here. Enter your name and email address and click “Join.” 
For audio conference only, dial: 1-855-929-3239, access code: 807 918 071 

 
10:00-10:10   Welcome and Introductions 

Approval of September minutes 
Nan McKay  

10:10-10:25 NWSC Committee Reports 
Executive Committee 
External Relations Committee 
Science Advisory Committee 

 
Jamey Selleck 
Tom Cowan 
Ron Thom 

10:25-10:30 Approval of new Puget Sound Partnership 
alternate, Karin Berkholtz 

All  

10:30-10:55 MRC Reports MRC Representatives 

10:55-11:00 Puget Sound Partnership update Karin Berkholtz, PSP staff 

11:00-11:05 NWS Foundation update Caroline Gibson 

11:05-11:25 Business Items 
Kelp recovery plan (Lucas) 
Eelgrass (Lucas) 
MRC Conference (Sasha and Nicole) 

• Survey results 
• 2018 date change 
• Getting involved 

Update on Marine Resources Advisory Council 
(MRAC) meeting 
Nominations for Salish Sea Science Prize  

Staff  

11:25-11:30 #CatchMoreCrab 2017  Sasha and Nicole  

11:30-11:50  Puget Sound Nutrient Source Reduction Project Dustin Bilhimer, Department of Ecology  

11:50-12:00 Public Comment  All  

 

https://watech.webex.com/watech/j.php?MTID=m7fdd8a1d1b772805888076c630cbd93d
http://www.seadocsociety.org/salish-sea-science-prize/


 
minutes 

 
 

September 29, 2017 • 10:00am-12:00pm  
WebEx Conference Call—WebEx 

Attendees: 
Commission Members: Nan McKay (Chair), Jamey Selleck (Skagit, Vice-Chair), Jerry Masters, Alan Clark (Clallam), 
Ed Adams (Island), Ron Thom, Tom Cowan, Dale Moses (Jefferson), Paul Clampitt (Snohomish), Doug Stark 
(Whatcom) 
 
Commission Staff: Rich Childers, Nicole Jordan, Sasha Horst, Lucas Hart 
 
Others in Attendance: Karin Berkholtz (Puget Sound Partnership), Terry Stevens, Amy Windrope (WA 
Department of Fish and Wildlife), Jeff Taylor (Jefferson-alternate) 
 
Absent: Sheida Sahandy, Ken Carrasco (San Juan), Cecilia Gobin (Tribal) 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
Nan opened the meeting and welcomed everyone.  
 
The minutes from the August Northwest Straits Commission meeting were approved as written.  
 
Northwest Straits Commission - committee reports 
 
Executive Committee  
Jamey said Cecelia Gobin was approved by the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission (NWIFC) to serve as 
a tribal representative to the Northwest Straits Commission. The NWIFC sent an official letter to the 
Commission recommending Cecilia for the position. The committee agreed to move the Executive 
Committee meetings to the first Monday of each month. 
 
External Relations Committee 
Tom Cowan said the committee is working on coordinating a date in October to meet.  
 
Science Advisory Committee 
Ron said the committee is putting together a presentation explaining ecosystem health calculations and 
conceptual modeling. The presentation will be shared with the Commission and MRCs when ready. 
 
Northwest Straits Foundation (NWSF) update 
Caroline is seeking two qualified candidates for the NWSF Board of Directors; one individual from each San 
Juan and Whatcom Counties. Lisa Kaufman is organizing several Shoreline Landowner Workshops. For more 
information visit the NWSF events page. Cathy Cameron, Chief Financial Officer, is leaving the NWSF and 
will be working through October. The Request for Proposals for the MRC Opportunity Fund will likely be 
released in November. 
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Puget Sound Partnership (PSP) update 
Karin Berkholtz said the new PSP vital signs are ready. On September 27, Governor Inslee met with state 
and local leaders to discuss strategies and challenges in the effort to protect and improve the health of 
Puget Sound–to see the video stream, click here. Karin said the PSP welcomed Jennifer Lee as the new 
director of policy and planning.  
 Action: Please see the attached fact sheet in post-meeting materials to review the 

Science/Implementation Strategy EPA Award.  
 

Net pen overview/update 
Amy Windrope, North Puget Sound Regional Director with Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(WDFW), provided an update on the recent net pen incident off Cypress Island. WDFW is working with the 
Department of Natural Resources, Department of Ecology and local tribes to respond to the spill of Atlantic 
salmon.  
 Action: Those interested in more information can check this webpage, which is regularly 

updated: https://www.dnr.wa.gov/atlanticsalmon.   
 
MRC reports  
Monthly reports for each MRC are available by visiting this link: http://bit.ly/2fEUYHB 
  
Clallam  
Alan Clark said in late August, Jeff Ward and Albert Foster conducted three eelgrass surveys in Port Angeles 
harbor using a fish finder and are now ground-truthing the data. The MRC is working on moving their last 
meeting to Neah Bay in an attempt to include the far western Clallam communities.  
 
Island 
Ed Adams said surf smelt eggs were found at Cornet Bay within one of their restoration areas. Kelp surveys 
are wrapping up and the data and photos are being reviewed and analyzed. Pigeon guillemot surveys have 
been completed, and a presentation is scheduled for the MRC meeting on October 3. 
 
Jefferson 
Dales Moses said two rain gardens were installed during the week of September 19-22. The MRC 
participated in the 2017 Wooden Boat Festival with an estimated 300 people stopping at the MRC booth. 
MRC completed photo-documentation of boater compliance in the “no anchor zones” during Wooden Boat 
Festival.  
 
San Juan  
San Juan provided a written report. The MRC has six vacant positions and the membership subcommittee 
has generated a list of potential new members with the focus on recruitment. The subcommittee is 
discussing the number of members to be most effective. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.psp.wa.gov/vitalsigns
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?eventID=2017091075
https://www.dnr.wa.gov/atlanticsalmon
http://bit.ly/2fEUYHB
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Skagit  
Jamey Selleck said the MRC was busy with Bowman Bay restoration and a planting/maintenance party, 
beach seining, and forage fish survey occurred on September 12. Forage fish eggs were found at Bowman 
Bay. Eggs were also found at Ship Harbor site for the first time ever after sampling there for over a year. 

 
Snohomish 
Paul Clampitt said Kathleen Pozarycki is planning on returning in November. The MRC is working on forage 
fish monitoring. The kelp team surveyed kelp locations at Meadowdale, Edmonds, and Mukilteo and 
compared data from 2015, 2016, and 2017 data. From 2015 to 2017 the bull kelp surface area decreased at 
all three sites. 
 
Whatcom  
Doug Stark said the MRC hosted a booth focused on water quality at Bellingham SeaFeast, the culminating 
event of Whatcom Water Week. The MRC participated in the Baker to Bay Symposium, with an overarching 
goal/message to support and inform ecosystem recovery activities in Whatcom County. 

 
Business items 
2018 proposed Commission meeting dates 
2018 Commission meeting dates can be found here: http://bit.ly/2xagTS9   
 
Kelp Recovery Plan update  
The Northwest Straits Foundation received funding from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) to work towards a kelp recovery plan, with some of the funding passing through to 
the Commission for the project. A meeting will be held on October 17 to discuss further planning. 
 
Kelp monitoring strategy update 
Lucas is working with Suzanne Shull to analyze kelp data to determine trends in kelp area. A kelp strategy 
meeting was held in September focused on investigating ways in which current and future data can 
influence management and policy decisions. 
 
Kelp Condition Index 
Lucas said a subcommittee of the Science Advisory Committee finalized the Kelp Condition Index. The index 
will undergo testing at current kelp monitoring sites next season to better guide future kelp protocol. 
 
MRC role in rockfish recovery plan 
Lucas said he is exploring options for MRCs to get involved with the rockfish recovery plan, potentially 
through the kelp monitoring program. Lucas will update the Commission with any developments.  
 
 
 
Northwest Straits Initiative’s (NWSI) presentation to Washington Fish and Wildlife Commission  

http://bit.ly/2xagTS9
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Rich said he and Caroline are on the Washington Fish and Wildlife Commission’s agenda in December to 
present on the NWSI project collaborations with WDFW. Several high profile MRC projects will likely be the 
focus of the presentation.  

 
Round table 
Rich said the NOAA Marine Debris program will be holding a summit on December 5 and 6 in Ocean Shores, 
Washington with the purpose of drafting an action plan. Representation from the Northwest Straits 
Initiative is encouraged. 
 Action: More information can be found here: https://goo.gl/forms/Qo0h8mFqiqt1LbT93  

 
The National Shellfisheries Association is planning on having a session on Olympia oyster restoration at their 
annual meeting in March 2018. Rich and Betsy Peabody, Puget Sound Restoration Fund (PSRF), are 
discussing a joint PSRF/NWSI presentation that highlights MRC restoration projects.    
 Action: Those interested can check here: http://www.shellfish.org/annual-meeting  

 
Public comment  
There was no public comment.  
 

*The next Commission meeting will be from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM on December 8 over WebEx*  

https://goo.gl/forms/Qo0h8mFqiqt1LbT93
http://www.shellfish.org/annual-meeting


 
 

Executive Committee Meeting 
December 4, 2017 • 11:00am-12:00pm 

Conference call  
 

Committee Members: Tom Cowan, Nan McKay, Paul Clampitt, Ron Thom 
Commission Staff/Support: Sasha Horst, Rich Childers, Nicole Jordan, Caroline Gibson, Lucas Hart 
Absent: Jamey Selleck 
 
Full MRC Conference debrief 
Commission staff shared survey feedback, which indicated that most people thought the conference went well 
and appreciated the option for networking space.  
 Action: Commission staff include summarized survey results for review at the December 8 Commission 

meeting.  
 Action: Those interested in more detailed session results can contact Nicole or Sasha.  

 
Update and status of NTA process and NWSI submission  
Lucas said he is discussing a potential Near Term Action (NTA) submission in partnership with Phill Dionne, WA 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, on a plankton monitoring project. Caroline reported that Lisa Kaufman, NW 
Straits Foundation staff, is submitting two regional and up to four local NTA applications (submitted on behalf of 
the NWS Foundation in partnership with Skagit, Whatcom and Jefferson MRCs).  
 
Net pens – Update on discussion and next steps from November net pen work team call 
Rich summarized and sent out the net pen comments from the MRC Conference which was followed by a net pen 
work team call. Next steps from the net pen work team call included: compiling information about existing county 
Shoreline Master Programs on net pens; checking in with Cedar Bouta at Ecology on the status of their work 
(update: this work is on hold pending legislative direction); tracking the multi-agency work on net pen aquaculture 
and their follow up on the Cypress Island spill; track any legislation in the 2018 session.  
 
2018 NWSI Retreat planning  
Rich said the Northwest Straits Initiative retreat is scheduled for March 1-2, 2018. The planning committee is Nan 
McKay, Rich Childers, Anne Murphy, Sasha Horst, Caroline Gibson and Hilary Wilkinson.   
 
20th year planning committee  
Sasha suggested forming a group to start planning around the Initiative’s 20th year, including the 2018 MRC 
Conference. Tom noted that Mike Doherty suggested creating a historical video on the Northwest Straits 
Initiative. Caroline built in an outreach film budget to the new Director of Philanthropy position at the NW Straits 
Foundation. Nan suggested creating a list of connections in the communications sector to support outreach 
projects, and to focus efforts on strategies with clear goals for the organization.  
 
Draft December 8 Commission meeting agenda  
The committee reviewed the draft December Commission meeting agenda. The committee agreed to move a 
more in-depth update on the Marine Resources Advisory Council (MRAC) to a spring Commission meeting.  
 
Nominations for Salish Sea Science Prize 
Nan said the SeaDoc Society is looking for nominations for the Salish Sea Science Prize.  
 Action: Caroline, Lucas and Rich will work together on identifying potential nominations.  

 

http://www.seadocsociety.org/salish-sea-science-prize/


 
 

Strategic Plan 
Lucas noted that he is taking the lead on creating a proposed roadmap for the Strategic Plan, and recommended 
that the retreat include a component related to advancing that effort.   
 

*The next Executive Committee meeting will be on January 8 from 11:00 AM-12:00 PM over conference call* 



MRC Monthly Report 
County: Clallam 

Month/Year: November 2017 

Submitted by: Cathy Lear and Helle Andersen 

Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  None 

Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): Four Clallam MRC members, Jeff Ward, Ed 
Bowlby, Mike Doherty, and Alan Clark, along with Cathy Lear and Helle Andersen participated in the 
MRC conference Nov. 3-4 in Bellingham. Mike participated as a panel member in a session on Effective 
Communication with County Officials and Jeff gave an Ignite presentation. 

MRC Meeting: The monthly Clallam MRC meeting was held November 20th at the Commissioners large 
conference room. Agenda topics included: FY 2017-18 draft workplan, Makah Tribe green crab 
proposals, 2017 NWSF Opportunity Fund, and the 2018-22 NTA process. 

LIO/ERN Meeting: None 

Funding Updates: (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  On Nov. 1, 
2017, the NWSF submitted a proposal to the NOAA Marine Debris RFP. The proposal focuses on 
recreational crab pot removal in Sequim and Discovery Bay. Clallam and Jefferson MRCs will be involved 
in the educational outreach similar to the effort completed in 2017. NWSF will know in September 2018 
if they were awarded the grant and the educational outreach will take place in summer 2019. 

Project Updates:  
Forage Fish Surveys:  The November forage fish sampling was conducted November 16th at Ediz Hook 
and Lower Elwha Beach and November 29th at Pitship and Old Town.  

Pigeon Guillemot Surveys: The final report summarizing the 2017 summer season is available on the 
Clallam MRC website.   

Olympia Oyster Restoration: Clallam MRC is currently working with USF&WS on a special use permit for 
the Dawley Road site. 

Oil Spill Preparedness: Jeff Ward is working with Linda Pilkey-Jarvis at Ecology developing an oil spill 
webinar. Jeff started this process in April and currently the hope is that the webinar will take place 
sometime in January or February 2018. The 2018 HAZWOPER training is Port Angeles is set for February 
10th. 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Island 
Month/Year: October-November 2017 
Submitted by: Anna Toledo 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): Lois Farrington and Dave Thomson have stepped off the 
MRC. We currently have five vacancies and are seeking new members to fill them. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 
Meetings:  

- On October 3, Dawn Spilsbury Pucci presented on the Salmon Recovery Plan Update. The pigeon 
guillemot team presented on their results from the 2017 summer survey. 

- The MRC held a retreat on November 17. Participants evaluated existing projects and 
brainstormed ideas for new projects. 

 
Events: 

- The MRC had a booth at Children’s Day in South Whidbey on September 23, utilizing the forage 
fish toss game borrowed from Skagit MRC. 

- MRC volunteers and other community members participated in monitoring beach wrack and 
large woody debris at Cornet Bay on October 16. 

- Five MRC members and one staff attended the MRC Conference on November 3-4. 
- Ruth Richards will be attending the Washington Marine Debris Action Plan workshop on 

December 5. 
- An MRC representative will be attending the Puget Sound Citizen Science Summit on January 25. 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): Island County 
will receive $4000 from NWSF to assist in coordinating MRC and SHARP work. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 
Forage Fish: We are scaling back efforts to match volunteer capacity. Sampling will be conducted 
monthly year-round at six Whidbey sites: Cornet Bay, Ala Spit, Windjammer, Long Point, Freeland Park, 
and Glendale. 
  
Kelp: The bull kelp survey season wrapped up in mid-September. We collected > 5,000 aerial images of 
Island County shoreline (visible light plus near infra-red), & conducted boat-based surveys of six beds 
across the county. Linda Rhodes will be presenting on the bull kelp survey at Sound Waters University in 
February, and has submitted an abstract to present at the Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference in April. 
 
Outreach: Interviews have been filmed, and editing is process for the MRC video. Several upcoming 
outreach items will be discussed at the December 5th meeting: a forum in 2018, a white paper on finfish 
net pens, and a monitoring inventory. 
 



Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc): 
 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): 

 
Lisa Kaufman, with volunteers Barb and Ed Adams, explains Cornet Bay monitoring work to Island 
County Commissioner Hannold. Credit: Anna Toledo 
 

 
2017 Island County MRC Retreat on Camano Island. Credit: Dawn Spilsbury Pucci 



JCMRC Monthly Report 
 
County:  Jefferson 
Month/Year:  Oct-Nov 2017 
Submitted by:  Cheryl Lowe 
 
Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  

No changes. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights):   
 
Past Meetings & Events:   

• Oct 3, 2017 MRC meeting (17 members/staff and 4 guests attending). Amy Carey, Executive 
Director for Sound Action, spoke about their efforts to protect nearshore habitat, especially for 
forage fish by tracking the WDFW HPA permitting process. They support informed science and 
strong environmental policy. 

• Nov. 7, 2017 MRC meeting (13 members/staff and 3 guests attended). MRC member Emily 
Bishop reported on the Port Gamble S'Klallam Tribe’s juvenile salmonid monitoring efforts in the 
Hood Canal and Admiralty Inlet, showing that they congregate in highest densities in shallow 
productive bays. The Tribe is recommending conservation actions in these areas, which include 
Port Ludlow and Killisut Harbor in Jefferson County. 

• Executive Committee met on Oct 18 (Dale, Ashley, Jeff, Wade and Cheryl) and Nov 14 ((Dale, 
Ashley, Jeff, Wade and Cheryl). 

• Jefferson MRC members attending Annual MRC Conference Nov 3-4: Ashley MacKenzie, Judy 
Surber, Cheryl Lowe, Frank Handler, Kate Dean, Sarah Fisken, Shannon Davis, Jackie Gardner, 
Troy McKelvey, Al Bergstein, Emily Bishop, Anna Bachmann, Bob Simmons 

• NWSC –No October or Nov NWSC meetings. Next NWSC is December 8, as Web-Ex. 
 
Upcoming Meetings/Events:   

• Dec 5, 2017 is next Jefferson MRC meeting. 
• Dec. 7, 2017 Chumsortium meeting 
• Dec 8, 2017 Strait ERN winter meeting 
• Dec 19, 2017 is next Exec Committee meeting. 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  
 No new info. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing projects or any new projects identified): 

1. Monitoring: a) Fort Townsend Restoration: FT visitor surveys final report completed and 
submitted with other final grant reports for 2016-17. Forage fish sampling completed for 
October and November. b) Forage Fish Index Site (Adelma Beach):  Monthly monitoring for 
forage fish continues. c) Kelp:  Nothing new to report.  

 
2. Rain Gardens: Two new rain gardens working well. Awaiting data analysis for Garfield Street 

installations. WSU Extension completing final testing of revised, regional monitoring protocols 
for rain garden installations. 



3. Education & Outreach:   
a. The MRC is continuing to collaborate with the PTSD’s Maritime Discovery Program and 

the PT Marine Science Center as we submit a second B-WET grant application focused 
on building teachers’ knowledge and class activities about OA and local place-based 
learning. 
 

4. Olympia Oyster: (1) Discovery Bay: Shell string data submitted to PSRF.  WDFW and MRC project 
leads met in mid-November to discuss next steps for expanding Discovery Bay Olympia oyster 
project. (2) Quilcene Bay: Shell string data submitted to PSRF.  3) Jefferson MRC is sponsoring a 
Mussel watch deployment in upper Discovery Bay, now scheduled for Dec. 1. Anna Bachmann is 
project lead for this effort. 

 
5. Voluntary No Anchor Zones:   

a. Jefferson MRC has been sharing information about our voluntary no-anchor zones with 
San Juan County regarding an eelgrass protection zone on DNR tidelands. 

b. Port Townsend large navigational buoys were pulled for the winter and replaced with 
smaller winter marker buoys. 

c. No updates on the Port Hadlock buoys. 
 

Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc.):    
 

1. Several MRC members joined Albert Foster for demonstrations of his side-scan sonar eelgrass 
monitoring work (Sarah Fisken, Steve Tucker and Cheryl Lowe) in MRC-selected target areas in 
Port Townsend Bay (Fort Townsend State Park, Chimacum Creek and Port Hadlock area).  Albert 
forwarded resulting data and maps, but no MRC follow-up yet.   

2. MRC Coordinator is on the planning committee for a regional Citizen Science Summit scheduled 
for January.  Space is limited. Invitations were sent to all MRC members and key NWSI staff. 

 
  



MRC Monthly Report 
County: San Juan 
Month/Year: October-November 2017 
Submitted by: Ken Carrasco 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to 
chair/vice-chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  
Our MRC currently has only nine members and we are seeking new members. Recruitment has 
been an all-member effort, including a guest column in the local newspaper written by our vice-
chair. To date we have eleven submitted applications and we will conduct 3 days of interviews 
beginning the 15th of December.  Councilmember Jamie Stephens will be participating in these 
interviews. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events 
from past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 
Past Meetings: 

- Joint MRC and Salmon Citizen’s Advisory Group (CAG) meetings were held October 4 
and 18 (latter by telephone); November 1 and 15 (latter by telephone). 

 
Future Meetings: 

- General MRC and CAG meetings will be held on December 6 and January 3 (by phone). 
- Update on salmon projects will be held at the Council Chambers on December 13. 
- An MRC retreat will be held at Friday Harbor Laboratories on January 17. 

 
Events: 

- Southern Resident Killer Whale (SRKW) Workshop in Friday Harbor on October 27.  
Attended by over 80 people who discussed local steps to protect and restore the local 
populations.  Hillary Culverwell of Veda Environmental in Bellingham facilitated the 
workshop. 

- MRC Conference in Bellingham on November 3/4. A number of members attended this 
fruitful and inspiring conference. 

- (Dated, occurred September 30). A celebration of life for MRC member Tom Temple 
was organized by the Orcas Island Yacht Club and held at the Lower Tavern in 
Eastsound on Orcas Island. Tom passed unexpectedly this summer and is very much 
missed. 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 
SRKW Workshop results: MRC member compiled the results of the workshop into tables and we 
will continue analyzing this information and forming workable tasks. This information will be 
presented to the County Council within the month. 
 
Orcas Landing:  The artist, Larry Eifert, has submitted two draft schemes for panels, one 
depicting the marine ecosystem and another showing people using the resources. We are working 
with the tribes to ensure an acceptable depiction. 
 
Recruitment: We have accumulated eleven applicants and hope to accept seven new members by 
the MRC retreat in mid-January. 



 
Oil Spill Risk and Consequences Analysis Project: We are working with the Local Integrating 
Organization on this project as it is a Near Term Action.  This is a primary goal of the Marine 
Stewardship Plan. Part of this project is the stationing of a response tug at either Roche Harbor on 
in Sidney, B.C. 
 
Photos 
Participants in the SRKW Workshop in Friday Harbor, October 27. 

 
 
Facilitator of the SRKW Workshop, Hillary Culverwell of Veda Environmental in Bellingham. 

 
 
 
              Portion of the front page of a trifold recruitment brochure. 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Skagit 
Month/Year: October - November, 2017 
Submitted by: Jamey Selleck/Tracy Alker 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  No updates.  
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 

• MRC Meeting Highlights (October 14th):The regular MRC meeting was shortened to just one 
hour to allow enough time for the University of Washington research team to interview some of 
the MRC members following the regular MRC meeting.  The group interview was part of their 
research to get a better understanding how science is used in decision-making within collaborative 
partnerships around the region. 

• MRC Conference (Nov 3-4):  Nine Skagit MRC members and staff attended the MRC Conference 
in Bellingham this year.   

• MRC Meeting Highlights (November 9th): MRC member Nate Biletnikoff provided a brief report 
on the San Juan MRC’s Orca Protection Workshop that he attended in October. MRC members 
had a discussion about the MRC Conference, talked about the Puget Sound Partnership’s Near 
Term Action Agenda proposal process, and provided brief project updates. 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): No updates 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 

• Bowman Bay Nearshore Restoration:  The October beach seining was canceled due to strong 
winds, but the forage fish spawning surveys were completed as scheduled.  The last beach seining 
took place November 17th.   We will be contracting with the Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group to 
continue with the weeding and watering and plant maintenance at the restoration site in the 
summer of 2018. 

• Fidalgo Bay Day: The final report has been completed and is available on the Skagit MRC website 
(here). The date for next year’s event has been tentatively set for Saturday, August 18, 2018. 
Unfortunately, the Shannon Point Marine Center’s “Touch Tank” will not be available for next year’s 
event.   

• Tide Pool Interpretive Sign: This project is now complete. Volunteers interviewed 30 beach 
visitors to help evaluate the effectiveness of the tide pool signs at Washington Park. We received 
a lot of positive feedback.  Overall, everyone seemed to really like the illustration and many 
indicated that they learned something after reading the sign.  However, several people 
commented that the sign wasn’t in the best location because they didn’t initially see the sign 
until after it was pointed out.   

• Salish Sea Stewards: The 2017 Salish Sea Stewards Final Report is now complete. There will be 
some new changes to the program in 2018.  Since 2015, the Skagit MRC’s Salish Sea Stewards 

http://www.skagitmrc.org/media/25785/2017Fidalgo%20Bay%20Day%202017%20Final%20Report.pdf


program has been administered under the umbrella of the Coastal Volunteer Partnership (CVP) 
at Padilla Bay.  The CVP is a collaboration of several funding partners to help support a full-time 
Volunteer Program Coordinator.  The funding partners of the CVP include the Padilla Bay 
Foundation, the Padilla Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve, Skagit County Marine 
Resources Committee, Skagit County Clean Water Program and the Friends of Skagit Beaches.  
The Padilla Bay Foundation took on the role of administering the CVP and hiring and managing 
the Volunteer Program Coordinator.  Unfortunately, the Padilla Bay Foundation recently 
announced that they can no longer take on the responsibility of managing the Coastal Volunteer 
Partnership (CVP) program at Padilla Bay.  The Volunteer Program Coordinator’s position 
officially came to an end on November 15, 2017.  Without the administrative and financial 
support of Padilla Bay, the CVP program will be dissolved. There is a Transition Task Force 
consisting of members from the Skagit MRC and Friends of Skagit Beaches working together to 
figure out the best path forward for the short and long-term.   The MRC is currently in the 
process of soliciting contractors to administer the Salish Sea Stewards training and coordination 
for the short-term, in 2018.    

• Kids on the Beach: The MRC is currently in the process of soliciting contractors for the 
development and implementation of the Kids on the Beach pilot program that will provide 
opportunities for local middle-school students to have meaningful learning experiences about 
our nearshore marine waters, in the classroom, and on the beach.   

• Olympia Oyster Restoration:  Field work is complete for the season.  Paul is working on data entry 
and data analysis. 

• Pinto Abalone Restoration: The 2017 final report is now complete.  The County, on behalf of the 
MRC, will be contracting with the Puget Sound Restoration Fund to continue the work in 2018. 

• Forage Fish Index Site Surveys: Monthly surveys continue at Skagit MRC’s three Forage Fish 
Index sites:  Ship Harbor, Similk Bay on the Swinomish Reservation, and Samish Island. Surf smelt 
eggs have been observed at each index site.   

• Kayak Kelp Surveys: Surveys are now finished for the season. 15 volunteers surveyed three sites in 
Skagit County this summer including: Coffin Rock, Shannon Point Marine Center, and Biz Point.  
Kimberly Cauvel from the Skagit Valley Herald wrote an article about the kelp recovery project (click 
here). 

• Weaverling Spit Beach Nourishment/Restoration:  Construction is now complete! The boat ramp 
project will be happening sometime in January.   

  
• European Green Crab Monitoring: Monitoring is done for the season. Only two green crabs from the 

same cohort were found this year in Padilla Bay. 
 
 

Photo Credit: Todd Woodard Photo Credit: Todd Woodard 

https://www.goskagit.com/news/volunteers-take-to-water-to-survey-kelp/article_97125734-b7f0-5029-9b58-9b9d1ead350c.html
https://www.goskagit.com/news/volunteers-take-to-water-to-survey-kelp/article_97125734-b7f0-5029-9b58-9b9d1ead350c.html


MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Snohomish  
Month/Year: October 2017  
Submitted by: Elisa Dawson  
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): 
 
Elisa Dawson is the only SWM staff currently working on Snohomish MRC tasks. Kathleen’s expected 
return date is November 22, 2017, and she will return part time.  
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 
Elisa Dawson attended an NTA call with the Northwest Straits Commission. MRC Staff discussed the NTA 
process and ideas for potential NTAs. Northwest Straits Commission and Foundation staff were also on 
the call. The group discussed the general MRC need for fiscal sponsors for their NTAs. The Northwest 
Straits Commission, Northwest Straits Foundation, or the MRC’s respective counties can all serve as 
potential fiscal sponsors for MRC projects. MRCs will continue to discuss NTA ideas at the MRC 
Conference November 3-4.  
 
Elisa attended a workshop at the Padilla Bay Coastal Training Program on Communicating Science on 
October 12. The training focused on how to give effective presentations and create presentation 
materials. The second part of this training will be on October 26th.  
 
There was a Shoreline Landowner Workshop on October 14. The Northwest Straits Foundation, 
Snohomish County MRC, and Island County MRC hosted a shoreline landowner’s workshop on October 
14. Snohomish County and Camano Island residents wanting to learn how they can protect and maintain 
and their shoreline property in Port Susan were invited to attend the free workshop at the Lake 
Goodwin Community Club in Stanwood on Saturday, October 14th. 24 res idents attended the 
workshop. The event featured a presentation by Jim Johannessen, a coastal processes expert. Workshop 
topics included how to manage beach and bluff erosion, enhancing beach access, and using native 
vegetation for slope stability and habitat. Participants also received information on free site visits by a 
private, shoreline management professional to learn how to protect their property. Several residents 
signed up for site visits. 

 
 



The MRC conducted forage fish sampling on October 18. Samples were taken by foot this month, as 
winds were too strong to take out the boat. Samples were able to be retrieved from 15 of 18 sites. 3 
sites were inaccessible without the boat. MRC members Paul Clampitt, Cathy Stanley, Bob Hillmann, 
Tom Doerge, and Craig Wollam helped take samples this month.  
 

 
 
Elisa Dawson attended the LIO meeting on October 19. The LIO discussed the LIO structure and 
effectiveness. The LIO will recommend a one-year trial of a revised hybrid approach to the Snohomish – 
Stillaguamish LIO by splitting the meetings to their respective watersheds. The Stillaguamish Watershed 
Council will host the LIO meetings for the Stillaguamish part of the LIO, while the Snohomish Watershed 
Forum will host the LIO meetings for the Snohomish part of the LIO. The LIO coordinator will work with 
both groups and coordinate between them. Elisa Dawson gave a presentation on the Snohomish Estuary 
Cleanup NTA which was submitted by the MRC and had received partial funding of $50,000. Later, the 
LIO discussed 2018 NTA Development and Review.  
 
The Snohomish MRC had their monthly meeting on September 20th.  In attendance were MRC members 
Paul Clampitt, Tom Doerge, Michael Ehlebracht, Debbie Hopkins, Traci Sanderson, Susan Tarpley, Craig 
Wollam (by phone), Kari Quaas from the Snohomish Conservation District, and MRC staff Elisa Dawson 
and SWM Planner Katrina Sukola. Will Hall, Director of Snohomish County’s Surface Water Management 
Division, gave a presentation to the MRC on the Division’s efforts to develop a utility business plan. The 
business plan will lay the groundwork for the services SWM provides over the next 6 – 10 years. Will 
acknowledged the work done by the MRC and the importance of stakeholder input and the connection 
of SWM’s services to MRC work. The presentation was followed by an opportunity for MRC members to 
provide feedback on the services SWM provides.  The MRC emphasized the importance of the coastline 
and marine environment in SWMs mission. The MRC asked will to continue to prioritize marine matters 
in SWM goals. Next, the MRC discuss ideas for Near Term Actions (NTAs). NTA ideas will be due by the 
end of December. The MRC discussed resubmitting their Snohomish Estuary and Port Susan NTAs. The 
MRC would like to consider having an Eelgrass project as a regional projects for the Northwest Straits 
Commission. New ideas for NTAs included Meadowdale, Beach Nourishment, and Shellfish 
Enhancement at Kayak Point. Debbie gave an update to the MRC on the MRC grant for 2017-2018. The  
 



grant will focus on ocean literacy and MyCoast monitoring, and was signed and began on October 1, 
2017. The MRC discussed movie dates for the first events. Announcements included mussel watch 
monitoring being rescheduled due to an outbreak of paralytic shellfish poisoning.  Finally, MRC members 
were reminded to attend a County Boards and Commissions Training in the near future.                          
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 
No updates at this time.   
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified):  
Nearshore Beach Restoration Project: No updates at this time.   
 
Nearshore Restoration Estuary and Salmon Recovery Program (ESRP) Learning Grant and Forage Fish 
Monitoring: SWM staff continue to work with a team of researchers from the University of Washington 
on the ESRP grant. Elisa Dawson and MRC volunteers collected forage fish a forage fish sample from 
September 19th 2017. The index sample was processed using the blue vortex method. Index samples 
from September and October will be delivered to Lucas Hart at the MRC Conference November 3-4, who 
will get the sample to WDFW for lab processing. The next sample date will be November 2nd.  
 
Storm Surge Monitoring Project:  The MRC installed a new multiparameter monitoring device that has a 
conductivity probe at Kayak Point Regional Park. The older monitoring device (without a conductivity 
probe) will be deployed at a site to be determined. The Storm Surge Monitoring Project grant was 
completed on September 30, 2017.  
 
MRC Grant 2017-2018 Ocean Literacy and MyCoast Monitoring: The MRC Grant for 2017-2018 began on 
October 1, 2017. The MRC has reviewed several movie options for their 3 movie events. The goal of the 
movies is to show 1 movie about rivers and the upper watershed area, 1 movie specific to the Puget 
Sound ecosystem (A Florian film), and 1 Film about the larger ocean marine environment. The MRC is 
working to choose dates for the film showing during late January – April (earth week). The MRC has also 
met with a Girl Scout member who is interested in completing her Gold Project with the MRC. Emma, 
the Girl Scout who is looking to complete the Gold Project, is interested in helping with the 2017-2018 
MRC Grant. MRC Member Debbie Hopkins has offered to serve at Emma’s Mentor, and Debbie and Elisa 
are working with Emma to develop a project with Emma which can serve as her Gold Project. Finally, as 
part of this grant, the MRC will be encouraging citizens to take part in citizen science and capture 
reports of shoreline changes and other shoreline processes at their local beaches. A flyer was developed 
to help with outreach for these purposes.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



Oil Spill Prevention, Preparedness and Response:  The City of Stanwood hosted an oil train spill drill on 
October 18th. Franchesca Perez attended the drill.  
 
Snohomish Estuary Project: SWM staff Elisa Dawson and Zach Brown met with the Snohomish County 
PA and Contracts staff on Monday 9/18. The PA recommended that no inter-agency agreement contract 
was needed for this project after researching chapter 79.100 RCW on derelict vessels.  The County’s 
rights and responsibilities regarding the removal of derelict vessels is fully contained within that chapter 
of statute.  The statute specifies the County may recover up to 90% of the total reasonable and 
auditable costs of abandoned or derelict vessels.  SWM Management has agreed with this decision and 
DNR has also agreed that no IAA is needed. SWM staff are now working to move forward under RCW 
79.100. 9 Boats have been identified to be bid on by contractors. Bids for each boat will come 
individually so that staff can mix-and-match boats as needed depending on financial availability. Once 
bids are in from contractors, boats will need to be posted and staff will attempt to contact vessel 
owners. If at all possible, vessel owners will remove their vehicles at their own cost. After 60 days, 
Snohomish County will have the right to remove and dispose of the abandoned vessels.  
 
Port Susan: The Northwest Straits Foundation, Snohomish County MRC, and Island County MRC hosted a 
shoreline landowner’s workshop on October 14. Snohomish County and Camano Island residents 
wanting to learn how they can protect and maintain and their shoreline property in Port Susan were 
invited to attend the free workshop at the Lake Goodwin Community Club in Stanwood on Saturday, 
October 14th. 24 residents attended the workshop. The event featured a presentation by Jim 
Johannessen, a coastal processes expert. Workshop topics included how to manage beach and bluff 
erosion, enhancing beach access, and using native vegetation for slope stability and habitat. Participants 
also received information on free site visits by a private, shoreline management professional to learn 
how to protect their property. Several residents signed up for site visits.  
 
Kelp Project: All kelp data for 2017 has been collected and turned into the Northwest Straits 
Commission.  
 
 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Snohomish  
Month/Year: November 2017   
Submitted by: Elisa Dawson  
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): 
 
Kathleen returned to work after maternity leave on November 22nd. Kathleen will be working 20 hours 
per week on the MRC through December. Elisa will continue working on the MRC full time while 
Kathleen is part time through December.  
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 
MRC members and staff attended the MRC Conference on November 3-4 at the Sheraton Four Points in 
Bellingham, Washington. Franchesca Perez, Sarah Brown, Deborah Hopkins, Craig Wollam, Tom Doerge, 
Paul Clampitt, Mike Ehlebracht, Bob Hillmann, and Susan Tarpley attended the event, MRC Staff 
Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson also attended. Participants attended sessions on kelp ecology, boat 
noise, citizen science, and other informational sessions. The MRC shared a presentation about their 
derelict vessel project, and had the opportunity to learn about what other MRCs are doing as well.  
 
The MRC conducted forage fish sampling on November 2. All samples were completed this month and 
processed by the consultant. Samples were processed by the consultant using both the winnow method 
and the blue vortex method in order to start gathering data to compare both methods. The goal with 
the comparison is to determine a conversion factor so that the blue vortex method can be used going 
forward.  MRC members Paul Clampitt, Cathy Stanley, Debbie Hopkins, Tom Doerge, and Craig Wollam 
helped take samples this month.  
 
Elisa Dawson attended the WSU volunteer appreciation event on November 9th. The event recognized 
Beach Watchers and Beach Naturalists who have volunteered with the program. WSU Beach Watcher 
and MRC volunteer Craig Wollam was recognized for his many hours of volunteerism at the event.  
 
The Snohomish MRC had their monthly meeting on November 15th.  In attendance were MRC members 
Francesca Perez, Sarah Brown, Laura Gurley, Tom Doerge, Michael Ehlebracht, Debbie Hopkins, Traci 
Sanderson, Susan Tarpley, and Craig Wollam. Past MRC member Lincoln Loehr, Girl Scout Emma 
Fitzpatrick and her mother Heather Fitzpatrick, Kari Quaas from the Snohomish Conservation District, 
and MRC staff Elisa Dawson and SWM Planner Alexa Ramos were also present. Emma Fitzpatrick gave an 
overview of her plan with the MRC for completing her Gold Project. Emma will be developing a school 
outreach plan and curriculum development for the MyCoast app. The MRC thanked her for her interest 
and work on this project. Next, the MRC had announcements which included an update on forage fish, a 
solicitation for ideas for abstracts for the Salish Sea Conference, and an update on the derelict vessels 
project. The MRC discussed the Shoreline Armoring Implementation Strategy. Elisa provided comments 
from SWM staff to the MRC. The MRC provided further comments to Elisa. Elisa will collate this 
information into one comment for and submit the comments from SWM/MRC. The MRC discussed near 
term action ideas. Alexa Ramos-Cummings gave an overview of the process of aligning an NTA idea with 
a regional priority approach. The MRC agreed to consider NTAs for Port Susan, Beach Nourishment, 
Creosote Pilings, and Derelict Vessels. The MRC will also help Snohomish County Parks create a 
Meadowdale NTA. Mussel Watch will occur on December 4th. Mike Ehlebracht gave an update to the 
group on the activities for mussel watch and reminded volunteers what they need to bring.  
 



Elisa Dawson and Deborah Hopkins attended the LIO Implementation Committee meeting on November 
16th. The meeting focused on the Near Term Action (NTA) solicitation by the Puget Sound Partnership. 
The meeting helped potential NTA owners learn how to align their project with a regional priority 
approach. Participants also had the opportunity to talk to other agencies and organizations about NTA 
ideas.  
 
Elisa Dawson attended a webinar by the Puget Sound Partnership on Near Term Action solicitation on 
November 20th. This webinar focused on the Near Term Action (NTA) solicitation by the Puget Sound 
Partnership. The meeting helped potential NTA owners learn how to align their project with a regional 
priority approach. 
 
Elisa Dawson attended a conference call with Logan Daniels from Snohomish County Parks on the 
Meadowdale Ecosystem Valuation Study on November 21st. A draft of the study is done and Elisa 
Dawson, Kathleen Pozarycki, and MRC member Mike Ehlebracht will review the draft and provide 
comments by December 8th.  
 
Elisa Dawson attended a Webinar by the Puget Sound Partnership on November 28th. The webinar went 
through the tool which will be used to submit a NTA. The webinar also described the level of detail 
needed to complete pre-registration for a NTA. Pre-registration is due December 22nd.  
 
Elisa Dawson and Kathleen Pozarycki met with Alessandra Durham from the Snohomish County 
Executive’s office on November 28th. The meeting focused on how to manage conflict of interest on 
Snohomish County Boards. Alessandra provided guidance and examples of how to manage conflict of 
interest on the MRC. The MRC will use information from this meeting to update their bylaws in early 
2018.  
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 
No updates at this time.   
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified):  
Nearshore Beach Restoration Project: SWM staff are considering submitting a NTA on adaptive 
management and analysis of the Snohomish County project.    
 
Nearshore Restoration Estuary and Salmon Recovery Program (ESRP) Learning Grant and Forage Fish 
Monitoring: SWM staff continue to work with a team of researchers from the University of Washington 
on the ESRP grant. Elisa Dawson and MRC volunteers collected forage fish a forage fish samples on 
November 2nd, 2017. The index sample was processed using the blue vortex method. Index samples 
from September, October and November were delivered to WDFW staff at the MRC Conference 
November 3-4, who will get the sample to WDFW for lab processing. The next sample date will be 
December 1st.  
 
MRC Grant 2017-2018 Ocean Literacy and MyCoast Monitoring: The MRC has determined movies and 
dates for their events. A draft list is below. A Girl Scout named Emma will be completing her Gold 
Project in collaboration with the MRC 2017-2018 grant. Emma attended the November MRC meeting to 
discuss her idea for the project, which was developing a school outreach plan and curriculum 
development for the MyCoast app.  
 
Draft Event Plan:  

1.       Puget Sound Focus 
UW Bothell: February 7th 7-9PM, EvCC: January 29 6:30-8:30PM 
Guest speaker: Florian  
General Agenda:  



a.       NWSC commercial 5min 
b.      MyCoast announcements 5 minutes  
c.       Kelp Video 5 min 
d.      Florian opening comments 5 minutes  
e.      Return of the King video 30 minutes. 
f.        Q&A With Florian 20 minutes  
g.       Olympic coast video 30 min  
h.      Q&A With Florian 20 minutes  

  
2.       Freshwater Nexus Focus  

UW Bothell: March 1 7-9PM, EvCC February 28, 6:30-8:30PM 
Guest Speaker: TBD; Local expert on culverts/other restoration projects 
General Agenda:  

a.       NWSC commercial 5min 
b.      MyCoast  announcements 5 minutes  
c.       Return of the River –Elwha Restoration 1hr 11min  
d.      Making Way for Salmon WDFW 10 minute video.  
e.      Q&A with Guest speaker 30 minutes 

  
3.       Ocean Focus 

UW Bothell: April 22 7-9PM, EvCC: April 25, 6:30-830PM.  
Guest Speakers: TBD, brainstorm experts on ocean acidification, sea level rise, etc.  
General Agenda:   

a.       NWSC commercial 5min 
b.      MyCoast  announcements 5 minutes  
c.       Chasing Choral Movie. 1 hour 33 minutes  
d.      Panel of experts 20 minutes 

 
 
Oil Spill Prevention, Preparedness and Response:  No updates at this time.   
 
Snohomish Estuary Project: SWM staff have been determining which permits are needed to remove the 
9 boats which have been identified for removal. SWM Staff met with Snohomish County Environmental 
Services on November 28. Environmental Serviced has discussed with the regulating agencies and have 
determined that all boats can be removed under the programmatic permit held by the Department of 
Natural Resources. This means that work can proceed without additional permits. Next steps include 
posting the boats in order to attain possession.  
 
Port Susan: The MRC has been considering resubmitting the Port Susan NTA. Elisa Dawson spoke with 
Lisa Kaufman on the regional shoreline armor NTA which the Port Susan NTA has many overlaps with. 
Furthermore, Valerie Streeter with the Tulalip Tribes is considering a NTA on Tribal land for shoreline 
armor. Because there may be overlap with these three NTA ideas, MRC staff, Northwest Straits 
Foundation Staff Lisa Kaufman, and Valerie Streeter with the Tulalip Tribes will be meeting on December 
4th to discuss potential overlaps in projects, and see if any of the projects could be wrapped into the 
regional NTA.  
 
Kelp Project: No updates at this time.   
 
 

https://vimeo.com/225900211
https://vimeo.com/189816327
https://vimeo.com/225900211
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=makign+way+for+salmon&view=detail&mid=41AAE5381E7735052FC341AAE5381E7735052FC3&FORM=VIRE
https://vimeo.com/225900211


MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Whatcom 
Month/Year:  OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 
Submitted by:  Austin Rose 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): 
 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 

• The MRC will hold a general meeting on December 7.  Nominations for officer positions will 
occur at that meeting. [may need to add more here: such as agenda topics, holiday potluck?] 

 
• Eight MRC members and MRC staff attended the 19th annual MRC Conference in Bellingham. 

 
• Doug Stark, Eleanor Hines, and MRC staff met with Cheryl Lovato-Niles (former staff for 

Whatcom County Beach Watchers) to discuss the North Sound Stewards Program – a citizen 
science program managed by the Whatcom MRC and RE Sources for Sustainable Communities.  
A follow up conference call was held with two members of the Skagit MRC to discuss the 
potential to bridge the Salish Sea Stewards and North Sounds Stewards citizen science 
programs.  Skagit and Whatcom will continue to share ideas of how this potential partnership 
could work and determine the funding needed.  The groups will reconvene at the end of 
December or early January after the MRCs are able to discuss and how they wish to approach 
the MRC Opportunity Fund. 

 
• Elizabeth Kilanowski is now the MRC representative that attends the Cherry Point 

Implementation Committee Meetings.  A meeting was held on November 7.  Topics included an 
update on Cherry Point Herring, Cherry Point Aquatic Reserve gill net study, Vessel Traffic Risk 
Assessment, and a DNR land management update. 
 

• MRC staff will be attending the Washington Marine Debris Action Plan workshop #1 in Ocean 
Shores on December 5-6, along with NWSF staff. This workshop will bring together WA State 
entities to develop a marine debris action plan to help increase coordination, add value to 
existing efforts, and identify future actions. 
 

• The NWSF and the MRC hosted a Shoreline Landowner Workshop on Saturday, October 28 at 
the Semiahmoo Cannery Day Lodge.  21 community members attended along with two MRC 
members who shared information about the MRC. 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 
N/A 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 

• The North Sounds Stewards is in the planning stages for the second year of the program.  As 
mentioned above, there has been communication with the Skagit MRC about potentially 
bridging a citizen science program across Whatcom and Skagit County.  This could improve 
volunteer recruitment and retention. 

 



• The MRC acquired a volunteer intern, Amanda Weiss, to manage the Whatcom MRC forage fish 
surveys.  Amanda will act as the main point of contact for scheduling monthly surveys, 
communicating with and managing volunteers in the field, and managing survey documentation 
(i.e. photos, field sheets, chain of custody forms). 
 

• Lisa Kaufman led DNR staff on a tour of the Aiston Preserve on November 14. The Lummi Island 
Heritage Trust has a lease with DNR for the large dock. The transfer span (parallel to shore) and 
the pilings in Smuggler’s Cove were unauthorized structures that should have also been under 
lease. The partner groups will need to work with DNR Aquatics for a right of entry or other 
authorization for removal. Once the structures are removed, a new lease will be needed with 
DNR for public access of the tidelands managed by DNR.  Partner groups are also considering 
installation of mooring buoys as well as installing additional buoys to create a no-anchor zone to 
protect kelp and eelgrass areas. 
 

• Lisa Kaufman recently share the notes from the Olympia Oyster Workshop held in April.  After 
reviewing the notes, three key metrics: density, spatial extent, and size distribution were 
identified are those that *should* be measured within three months of the restoration action.  
The MRC will be setting up an ad-hoc Olympia oyster committee in order to clarify the goals of 
the Whatcom MRC project.  Danielle Edelman (UW) is continuing to work with agencies to 
determine if there is a more streamlined approach that can be taken for permitting of projects.  
The Whatcom MRC will begin drafting a JARPA for the Chuckanut seeding. 

 
• The MRC will be sponsoring a mussel cage in the Bellingham waterway for the 2017-18 round of 

the WDFW Mussel Watch program.   The cage will be deployed on December 4, and retrieved in 
early February 2018.  Data will be shared in a final report which will be released in 2019. 

 
• The Public Speaker Series subcommittee will meet on Jan 4 to discuss speaking events in the 

2018 calendar.  At this time, the MRC will be hosting Melissa Miner (UC – Santa Cruz) at the 
February MRC meeting who will provide an update on the sea star wasting syndrome.  Ginny 
Broadhurst will present at an MRC meeting later in the year about the Salish Sea Institute.  MRC 
staff contacted Morgan Eisenlord, from Cornell University who is research eelgrass wasting 
disease – particularly in the San Juan Islands.   

 
• Water quality sampling in Chuckanut Bay continues to be done twice a month.  Higher bacteria 

counts are consistently found at the sampling station in the mouth of Chuckanut Creek.  Staff 
have be scouring the shoreline in that area and have found evidence of raccoons digging in the 
banks, as well as deer prints in the mud flats.  A large roosting perch was found further 
downstream from the sample locations.  The MRC will be looking again into possible areas to 
bracket sample in that area. 
 

 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc):+ 
 
 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Amanda Weiss receiving extra forage fish training from 
Pete Haase. Photo credit: Austin Rose 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 

           
 

Stinky salmon on the shores of Chuckanut Bay. Photo 
credit: Austin Rose 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Shoreline Landowner Workshop hosted in Whatcom 
County. Photo credit: Lisa Kaufman 



 
 

Commission staff highlights  
December 2017 

 
 
Catch More Crab – recap 
The end of the crabbing season means that the outreach campaign Catch More Crab is wrapping up. Commission staff 
prepared a final report to WA Dept of Fish and Wildlife, the agency funding this effort. The final report will be available 
online.  
 
Approximately two-thirds of our survey respondents indicated that they changed one or more crabbing actions as a result 
of this campaign. The most common actions were to add weight to their pot and use longer line. Thanks to all MRCs and 
volunteers participating.     
 
Kelp project update 
The kelp recovery plan process has begun. Lucas is leading a team to draft a literature review and participate in 
workshops to understand and address kelp coverage in Puget Sound. The effort is linked to the rockfish recovery plan.  
 
MRC kelp survey data is being collated and assessed. Suzanne Shull, Helen Berry and Lucas Hart are working to identify 
trends in coverage over the last three years.  
 
Lucas is working with WA Dept of Natural Resources and others to pitch a capstone project to the UW School of 
Environmental and Marine Affairs that would assess marine vegetation policy in WA state and necessary changes needed 
to protect habitat.  
 
Lucas is working with NOAA to obtain one or two Hollings Scholars. 
 
Near Term Action Projects 
The Puget Sound Partnership has released its solicitation for Near Term Actions. Lucas has been working with MRCs and 
the Northwest Straits Foundation to identify possible projects to submit.  
 
Eelgrass 
On December 1 Lucas led a call to discuss possible MRC eelgrass projects. WA Dept of Natural Resources, Pacific 
Northwest National Labs and a Cornell University researcher participated.  
 
Forage Fish update  
The forage fish index site monitoring is moving forward as planned.  
 
 
 



 
 

Commission staff highlights  
December 2017 

 
2017 MRC Conference survey results 
More than fifty participants responded to the post-conference evaluation survey. A full summary is provided in the pre-
meeting materials.   
 
Meeting attendance 
Lucas attended: 

• Pacific Northwest climate conference 10/9-10/11. Led ocean acidification session.  
• Citizen science summit planning meetings on 10/6 and 12/1 
• Coastal Almanac meeting in Seattle on 9/27. The project aims to create an almanac of Salish Sea observations at 

a community level. Project lead is Marco Hatch. 
• Island MRC retreat on 11/17 
• Herring recovery and assessment meeting on 11/15 

Rich attended: 
• Rich and Nan met with EPS staff in Seattle on November 7 
• PSP Ecosystem Coordination Board meeting on November 8 
• Canada-US Statement of Cooperation meeting EPA Seattle November 15 

 
Net Pens 
Since the last Commission meeting, an ad hoc committee discussed net pen aquaculture and potential actions that the 
Commission might take. Because there is a high likelihood the state legislature will be modifying existing regulations 
governing net pens in 2018, the committee recommends waiting for the legislative session before taking any action. If the 
Commission is interested in developing a policy position, it would require a series of discussions to reach consensus on 
the language of a policy statement.  

MRCs are encouraged to discuss the issue with their local officials (county commissioners) and, following their direction 
or address the issue as a private citizen. The NWSC will keep the MRCs and commission abreast of any legislative 
hearings relating to net pen aquaculture including hearing schedules and any development resulting from hearings.   

 
MyCoast 
Following the conference session that included a presentation of the MyCoast app, Sasha is working with WA Dept of 
Natural Resources staff and Snohomish MRC staff to discuss expansion of the app throughout the region and the role 
MRCs might have if interested. Commission staff will communicate with MRC staff as this moves forward.  
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19.15%
9

21.28%
10

4.26%
2

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

55.32%
26 47

23.91%
11

15.22%
7

8.70%
4

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

52.17%
24 46

21.28%
10

27.66%
13

8.51%
4

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

42.55%
20 47

44.23%
23

38.46%
20

7.69%
4

1.92%
1

0.00%
0

7.69%
4 52

18.37%
9

36.73%
18

20.41%
10

2.04%
1

0.00%
0

22.45%
11 49

5 - very worthwhile 4 3 2 1 - poor

n/a - did not attend

Effective
communicatio...

Engaging
conservation...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

5 - VERY
WORTHWHILE

4 3 2 1 -
POOR

N/A - DID NOT
ATTEND

TOTAL

Northwest Straits 101

Ocean acidification - species impacts &
local effects

On the cutting edge of kelp

Effective communication with county
officials

Engaging conservation leaders
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Q6 How would you rate the sessions/presentations you attended on
SATURDAY?
Answered: 53 Skipped: 0

Prehistory &
history of...

Evolution of
marine...

Innovative
tools for...
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Impacts and
challenges f...

Considering
climate chan...

The Sea King:
Jacques...

Ignite:
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23.08%
12

28.85%
15

21.15%
11

0.00%
0

5.77%
3

21.15%
11 52

22.92%
11

29.17%
14

2.08%
1

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

45.83%
22 48

25.00%
12

18.75%
9

4.17%
2

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

52.08%
25 48

14.58%
7

12.50%
6

8.33%
4

2.08%
1

0.00%
0

62.50%
30 48

17.39%
8

32.61%
15

6.52%
3

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

43.48%
20 46

46.15%
24

25.00%
13

9.62%
5

1.92%
1

0.00%
0

17.31%
9 52

50.00%
26

19.23%
10

7.69%
4

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

23.08%
12 52

5 - very worthwhile 4 3 2 1 - poor

n/a - did not attend

Ignite:
Stories of M...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

5 - VERY
WORTHWHILE

4 3 2 1 -
POOR

N/A - DID
NOT ATTEND

TOTAL

Prehistory & history of forage fish in the
southern Salish Sea

Evolution of marine renewable energy in the
PNW

Innovative tools for collecting and
communicating scientific data

Impacts and challenges from vessel traffic in
the Salish Sea

Considering climate change in nearshore
restoration projects

The Sea King: Jacques Cousteau's ocean
exploration

Ignite: Stories of MRCs in action
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Q8 Please provide feedback on some of the conference format:
Answered: 51 Skipped: 2

94.12%
48

3.92%
2

1.96%
1 51

74.51%
38

9.80%
5

15.69%
8 51

Yes No N/A

Was there
enough time ...

Did you learn
about projec...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

YES NO N/A TOTAL

Was there enough time for you to make/renew connections with other MRC members?

Did you learn about projects of the other MRCs?
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	12-8-17_DRAFT_NWSCAgenda
	Meeting:  Northwest Straits Commission
	Location:  WebEx Conference Call
	Date:  December 8, 2017

	09-29-17_DRAFT_Minutes
	UAttendees:
	Commission Members: Nan McKay (Chair), Jamey Selleck (Skagit, Vice-Chair), Jerry Masters, Alan Clark (Clallam), Ed Adams (Island), Ron Thom, Tom Cowan, Dale Moses (Jefferson), Paul Clampitt (Snohomish), Doug Stark (Whatcom)
	Commission Staff: Rich Childers, Nicole Jordan, Sasha Horst, Lucas Hart
	Others in Attendance: Karin Berkholtz (Puget Sound Partnership), Terry Stevens, Amy Windrope (WA Department of Fish and Wildlife), Jeff Taylor (Jefferson-alternate)
	Absent: Sheida Sahandy, Ken Carrasco (San Juan), Cecilia Gobin (Tribal)
	UWelcome and Introductions
	Nan opened the meeting and welcomed everyone.
	The minutes from the August Northwest Straits Commission meeting were approved as written.
	UNorthwest Straits Commission - committee reports
	Executive Committee
	Jamey said Cecelia Gobin was approved by the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission (NWIFC) to serve as a tribal representative to the Northwest Straits Commission. The NWIFC sent an official letter to the Commission recommending Cecilia for the positi...
	External Relations Committee
	Tom Cowan said the committee is working on coordinating a date in October to meet.
	Science Advisory Committee
	Ron said the committee is putting together a presentation explaining ecosystem health calculations and conceptual modeling. The presentation will be shared with the Commission and MRCs when ready.
	UNorthwest Straits Foundation (NWSF) update
	Caroline is seeking two qualified candidates for the NWSF Board of Directors; one individual from each San Juan and Whatcom Counties. Lisa Kaufman is organizing several Shoreline Landowner Workshops. For more information visit the NWSF events page. Ca...
	UPuget Sound Partnership (PSP) update
	Karin Berkholtz said the new 32TUPSP vital signsU32T are ready. On September 27, Governor Inslee met with state and local leaders to discuss strategies and challenges in the effort to protect and improve the health of Puget Sound–to see the video stre...
	 Action: Please see the attached fact sheet in post-meeting materials to review the Science/Implementation Strategy EPA Award.
	Net pen overview/update
	Amy Windrope, North Puget Sound Regional Director with Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW), provided an update on the recent net pen incident off Cypress Island. WDFW is working with the Department of Natural Resources, Department of Eco...
	 Action: Those interested in more information can check this webpage, which is regularly updated: 32Thttps://www.dnr.wa.gov/atlanticsalmon32T.
	MRC reports
	Monthly reports for each MRC are available by visiting this link: 32Thttp://bit.ly/2fEUYHB32T
	Clallam
	Alan Clark said in late August, Jeff Ward and Albert Foster conducted three eelgrass surveys in Port Angeles harbor using a fish finder and are now ground-truthing the data. The MRC is working on moving their last meeting to Neah Bay in an attempt to ...
	Island
	Ed Adams said surf smelt eggs were found at Cornet Bay within one of their restoration areas. Kelp surveys are wrapping up and the data and photos are being reviewed and analyzed. Pigeon guillemot surveys have been completed, and a presentation is sch...
	Jefferson
	Dales Moses said two rain gardens were installed during the week of September 19-22. The MRC participated in the 2017 Wooden Boat Festival with an estimated 300 people stopping at the MRC booth. MRC completed photo-documentation of boater compliance i...
	San Juan
	San Juan provided a written report. The MRC has six vacant positions and the membership subcommittee has generated a list of potential new members with the focus on recruitment. The subcommittee is discussing the number of members to be most effective.
	Skagit
	Jamey Selleck said the MRC was busy with Bowman Bay restoration and a planting/maintenance party, beach seining, and forage fish survey occurred on September 12. Forage fish eggs were found at Bowman Bay. Eggs were also found at Ship Harbor site for t...
	Snohomish
	Paul Clampitt said Kathleen Pozarycki is planning on returning in November. The MRC is working on forage fish monitoring. The kelp team surveyed kelp locations at Meadowdale, Edmonds, and Mukilteo and compared data from 2015, 2016, and 2017 data. From...
	Whatcom
	Doug Stark said the MRC hosted a booth focused on water quality at Bellingham SeaFeast, the culminating event of Whatcom Water Week. The MRC participated in the Baker to Bay Symposium, with an overarching goal/message to support and inform ecosystem r...
	Business items
	2018 proposed Commission meeting dates
	2018 Commission meeting dates can be found here: 32Thttp://bit.ly/2xagTS932T
	Kelp Recovery Plan update
	The Northwest Straits Foundation received funding from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to work towards a kelp recovery plan, with some of the funding passing through to the Commission for the project. A meeting will be held ...
	Kelp monitoring strategy update
	Lucas is working with Suzanne Shull to analyze kelp data to determine trends in kelp area. A kelp strategy meeting was held in September focused on investigating ways in which current and future data can influence management and policy decisions.
	Kelp Condition Index
	Lucas said a subcommittee of the Science Advisory Committee finalized the Kelp Condition Index. The index will undergo testing at current kelp monitoring sites next season to better guide future kelp protocol.
	MRC role in rockfish recovery plan
	Lucas said he is exploring options for MRCs to get involved with the rockfish recovery plan, potentially through the kelp monitoring program. Lucas will update the Commission with any developments.
	Northwest Straits Initiative’s (NWSI) presentation to Washington Fish and Wildlife Commission
	Rich said he and Caroline are on the Washington Fish and Wildlife Commission’s agenda in December to present on the NWSI project collaborations with WDFW. Several high profile MRC projects will likely be the focus of the presentation.
	Round table
	Rich said the NOAA Marine Debris program will be holding a summit on December 5 and 6 in Ocean Shores, Washington with the purpose of drafting an action plan. Representation from the Northwest Straits Initiative is encouraged.
	 Action: More information can be found here: 32Thttps://goo.gl/forms/Qo0h8mFqiqt1LbT9332T
	The National Shellfisheries Association is planning on having a session on Olympia oyster restoration at their annual meeting in March 2018. Rich and Betsy Peabody, Puget Sound Restoration Fund (PSRF), are discussing a joint PSRF/NWSI presentation tha...
	 Action: Those interested can check here: 32Thttp://www.shellfish.org/annual-meeting32T
	Public comment
	There was no public comment.
	*The next Commission meeting will be from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM on December 8 over WebEx*
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