
 
agenda 

 
 

Location:  Skykomish Conference Room, Snohomish County Campus (Admin East Building, Room 1F03), 
3000 Rockefeller Ave., Everett, WA 

Date/Time: January 26, 2018–10:00 AM-3:00 PM  
 

10:00-10:15 Welcome and introductions 
Approval of December meeting minutes 

Nan McKay, Chair 

10:15-10:45 Our Coast Community Film Series  Sarah Brown, Snohomish MRC 

10:45-11:05  NWSC committee reports 
Executive Committee 
Science Advisory Committee 

 
Jamey Selleck 
Ron Thom 

11:05-11:45 MRC reports MRC Representatives 

11:45-12:00 Public comment  

12:00-1:00 Working lunch All 

1:00-1:15 Northwest Straits Foundation update Caroline Gibson  

1:15-1:25 Puget Sound Partnership update Karin Berkholtz, Puget Sound 
Partnership 

1:25-2:00 Estuary and Salmon Restoration Program  Jay Krienitz, WDFW  

2:00-2:15 Electric Boat Propulsion in the Salish Sea Ken Carrasco, San Juan MRC 

2:15-2:40 Business items 
MRC grants 
Kelp project update 
Forage Fish 
Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference sessions 

Staff 

2:40-3:00  Roundtable All 

3:00 Adjourn  



 
agenda 

 
 

 



 
minutes 

 
 

December 8, 2017 • 10:00am-12:00pm  
WebEx Conference Call—WebEx 

Attendees: 
Commission Members: Nan McKay (Chair), Jamey Selleck (Skagit, Vice-Chair), Jerry Masters, Alan Clark 
(Clallam), Ed Adams (Island), Ron Thom, Tom Cowan, Dale Moses (Jefferson), Paul Clampitt (Snohomish) 
Cecilia Gobin (Tribal), Ken Carrasco (San Juan) 
 
Commission Staff: Rich Childers, Nicole Jordan, Sasha Horst, Lucas Hart 
 
Others in Attendance: Karin Berkholtz (Puget Sound Partnership), Jeff Taylor (Jefferson-alternate), Austin 
Rose (Whatcom MRC staff), Caroline Gibson (Northwest Straits Foundation) 
 
Absent: Sheida Sahandy, Doug Stark (Whatcom) 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
Nan opened the meeting and did roll call.  
 
The minutes from the September Northwest Straits Commission meeting were approved as written.   
 
Northwest Straits Commission - committee reports 
 
Executive Committee  
Jamey said the Northwest Straits Commission and Foundation Executive Committees are organizing a 
Northwest Straits Initiative joint retreat on March 1-2, 2018. The committee also debriefed the MRC 
Conference. 
 
External Relations Committee 
Tom Cowan said the $450,000 budget appropriation for MRCs will end after the current two-year bienniem. 
The committee is working on a strategy to a secure long-term funding in the 2019 state legislative session. 
 
Science Advisory Committee 
Ron said the committee recommends using the ecosystem project funds to support a temporary Ecosystem 
Coordinator position, which will support the Net Ecosystem Improvement project. Lucas is working with the 
Committee to develop a position description.  
 
Approval of Karin Berkholtz 
Karin Berkholtz, Puget Sound Partnership EPA Liaison, was approved by consensus as Sheida Sahandy’s 
alternate to the Northwest Straits Commission. 
 
MRC reports  
Monthly reports for each MRC are available by visiting this link: http://bit.ly/2iFqZR9 
 
Clallam  
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Alan Clark said the MRC is considering amending the current Commission grant to include biotoxin 
monitoring. The MRC submitted comments to the Clallam Board of County Commissioners during their 
aquaculture/net pen working session. The 2018 HAZWOPER training is Port Angeles is scheduled for February 
10. 
 
Island 
Ed Adams said Lois Farrington and Dave Thomson have stepped off the MRC and they are recruiting to fill 
five vacancies. An MRC representative will be attending the Puget Sound Citizen Science Summit on January 
25. The MRC is scaling back forage fish monitoring efforts to match volunteer capacity.  
 
Jefferson 
Dale Moses said WA State University (WSU) Extension is completing the final testing of the revised, regional 
monitoring protocols for rain garden installations. MRC project leads met with WA Department of Fish and 
Wildlife in mid-November to discuss next steps for expanding Discovery Bay Olympia oyster project. 
 
San Juan 
Ken Carrasco said the MRC is interviewing applicants for MRC membership. Results from the San Juan 
Southern Resident Killer Whale Workshop will be presented to the San Juan County Council within the 
month. Artist, Larry Eifert, has submitted two draft schemes for panels at the Orcas Landing interpretive site.   
 
Skagit  
Jamey Selleck said the MRC is currently in the process of soliciting contractors to administer the Salish Sea 
Stewards training and coordination for 2018. European Green Crab monitoring is done for the season with 
only two green crabs from the same cohort found in Padilla Bay this year.  
 
Snohomish 
Paul Clampitt said the MRC is continuing forage fish monitoring using the blue vortex method. The MRC is 
organizing an ocean literacy and MyCoast monitoring outreach campaign which will include a series of events 
featuring film screenings and guest speakers. 
 
Whatcom  
Austin Rose said the MRC held nominations at their December meeting and will have elections in January. 
North Sounds Stewards is in the planning stages for the second year of the program. Water quality 
monitoring at the Chuckanut Creek sampling station found consistent highbacteria counts. 
 
Puget Sound Partnership (PSP) update 
Karin Berkholtz said the Governor’s office will be announcing the formation of an Orca Task Force in early 
January 2018–Sheida Sahandy is currently involved and would like to see the Northwest Straits Commission 
involved. The Governor is announcing a Maritime Innovation Task Force on December 12–Sheida Sahandy 
will represent the PSP on this task force that is looking at fostering innovations and employment in the 
maritime sector.   
 
Northwest Straits Foundation (NWSF) update 
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Caroline said the NWSF received a grant from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) to boost the 
protection and recovery of Chinook salmon that are key prey for Southern Resident Killer Whales. The NWSF 
hired a new Director of Philanthropy, Tarrell Kullaway, who starts in January. 
 
Business items 
Kelp recovery plan  
Lucas is working with Max Calloway, a master’s student at The Evergreen State College, who is writing a 
literature review summarizing global trends in kelp.  
 Action: Lucas is planning a kelp recovery team workshop on March 20 in Seattle. Contact Lucas if 

interested in more information.  
Eelgrass  
Lucas led a call on December 1 to discuss possible MRC eelgrass projects–representatives from WA 
Department of Natural Resources, Pacific Northwest National Labs and a Cornell University participated. 
 Action: Lucas will be contact Jeff Gaeckle, WA Department of Natural Resources, to gather more 

information on the Seagrass Net Protocol.  
 
MRC Conference  
2018 is the 20-year anniversary of the Northwest Straits Initiative. The MRC Conference is scheduled for 
November 16-17, 2018. 
 Action: Initiative members interested in being involved in generating ideas for showcasing our work 

and celebrating this milestone year can contact Sasha to participate or submit ideas 
to horst@nwstraits.org.    

 Action: For access to the 2017 MRC Conference presentations, visit our website.  
 

Update on Marine Resources Advisory Council (MRAC) meeting  
Rich attended the latest MRAC meeting. The refresh to the blue ribbon panel is expected to be released in 
mid-December 2017.   
 
Nominations for Salish Sea Science Prize  
Rich said the SeaDoc Society is looking for nominations for the Salish Sea Science Prize.  
 Action: Those with ideas on potential nominations should send names to Rich 

at childers@nwstraits.org.  
 
#CatchMoreCrab2017 
Sasha shared highlights from the 2017 catch more crab outreach campaign. All seven MRCs participated in 
the 2017 catch more crab outreach campaign.  Survey results showed that just over two-thirds of 
respondents changed one or more crabbing actions as a result of the campaign.  
 
Public comment  
There was no public comment  
 
Puget Sound Nutrient Source Reduction Project  
Dustin Bilhimer, Department of Ecology, presented on a Puget Sound nutrient source reduction plan to 
improve Puget Sound water quality with respect to nutrient over-enrichment and eutrophication effects. 

mailto:horst@nwstraits.org
http://nwstraits.org/2017-mrc-conference/
http://www.seadocsociety.org/salish-sea-science-prize/
mailto:childers@nwstraits.org
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 Action: Those interested in the project should contact Dustin at Dustin.Bilhimer@ecy.wa.gov.    
 

*The next Commission meeting will be from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM on January 26 in the Skykomish 
Conference Room, Snohomish County Campus, Everett, WA * 

 
 



 
 

Executive Committee Meeting 
January 8, 2017 • 10:30am-11:00am 

Conference Call 
 

Attending:  Nan McKay, Ron Thom, Jamey Selleck, Tom Cowan, Paul Clampitt, Sasha Horst, Nicole Jordan, Caroline Gibson, 
Terry Stevens, Lucas Hart 
Not in Attendance: Rich Childers 
 
2018 NWSI Retreat planning update 
Nan said the planning committee is working on the agenda for the retreat, with the first of three calls scheduled this week 
Nicole will continue working on logistical details and will send out a reminder to the Northwest Straits Commission and 
Foundation Board once MRC elections are completed in mid-January. The event will be held in Skagit County.  
 
Director hiring update 
Terry said the director position description was revised and will be sent to headquarters. The committee agreed by 
consensus to leave the application period open for three weeks. Commission staff met with Nan, Terry and Tom in late 
December to prioritize tasks in the interim.  
 Action: Those with questions/concerns should contact Terry Stevens at tstevens@padillabay.gov.  

 
Strategic plan next step/discussion 
Commission and Foundation staff met on January 4 to provide input on strategic planning priorities. Staff capacity across 
the Northwest Straits Initiative was a reoccurring concern. Discussion points were summarized and will be considered in 
future planning meetings.  
 
Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference – MRC assistance 
To encourage participation by all seven MRCs, the committee agreed to offer registration assistance to at least one 
member of each MRC interested in attending the Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference, with preference for those presenting 
MRC work or chairing a session.  
 
Orientation for new Commission members 
Nan and Jamey will provide an orientation for new Commission members. Nicole will coordinate on logistical details once 
MRC elections are completed in mid-January. 
 
Upcoming Commission meeting–welcome speaker and agenda   
The committee agreed to invite County Executive Dave Somers for a welcome. Sasha will follow up with the MRC and 
extend the invitation to Executive Somers. Nicole will invite Jay Krienitz to present on the Estuary and Salmon Restoration 
Program's (ESRP) small grants program.  
 

 
*The Executive Committee is scheduled to meet over conference call on February 5 from 11:00-12:00 PM.* 

 

mailto:tstevens@padillabay.gov


MRC Monthly Report 
County: Clallam 

Month/Year: December 2017 

Submitted by: Cathy Lear and Helle Andersen 

Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  None 

Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): December 4th Jeff Ward, Clallam MRC Chair, 
spoke about net pens at the Clallam County Commissioners meeting. Steve gray, Department of 
Community Development Manager, had asked Jeff Ward to present Clallam MRC’s view on the current 
net pen issue.  Four MRC members, Ed Bowlby, Arnold Schouten, Alan Clark and Mike Doherty, were 
present in the audience along with Kathy Lear, MRC Coordinator, and Helle Andersen, MRC Project 
Coordinator. The presentation was later included in an article in the Peninsula Daily 
News http://www.peninsuladailynews.com/news/net-pens-allowed-as-conditional-use-in-clallams-
draft-shoreline-plan/  

MRC Meeting: The monthly Clallam MRC meeting was cancelled because many of the members were 
travelling. 

LIO/ERN Meeting: Ed Bowlby, Clallam MRC member and Helle Andersen, MRC project coordinator, 
participated in the quarterly meeting December 8, 2017. 

Ann Soule, Clallam MRC member, Cathy Lear, MRC coordinator, and Helle Andersen, MRC project 
coordinator, participated in the ERN/LIO NTA Workshop, December 1, 2017. 

Funding Updates: (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  The Clallam 
MRC submitted a preregistration NTA – oil spill trainings to increase preparedness of the local 
communities. 

Project Updates:  
Forage Fish Surveys:  The December forage fish sampling was conducted December 13th at Ediz Hook 
and December 11th at Pitship and Old Town.  

West Elwha Beach: Two new signs were made by Clallam Road Department and picked up by Helle 
Andersen. The signs will be installed in early January at the beach access point replacing numerous old 
signs. Bill’s Plumbing has been hired to install the Sanikan and dog waste disposal bin at the beach 
access point by January 1, 2018.  

http://www.peninsuladailynews.com/news/net-pens-allowed-as-conditional-use-in-clallams-draft-shoreline-plan/
http://www.peninsuladailynews.com/news/net-pens-allowed-as-conditional-use-in-clallams-draft-shoreline-plan/


MRC Monthly Report 
County: Clallam 

Month/Year: January 2018 

Submitted by: Cathy Lear and Helle Andersen 

Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  At the MRC meeting January 8th Robert Knapp and Chris 
Burns from Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe informed the MRC members that they would be sharing the role 
of representing the Jamestown Tribe. At the same time it was announced that Bob Campbell, due to 
health issues, had resigned from the MRC and the position is now open. Jeff has contacted Albert Foster 
to see if he would be interested in joining the Clallam MRC.  

Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): Several MRC members and staff are planning 
to participate in the net pen meeting Friday, Jan. 19 at the Sequim City Transit Center. Sen. Kevin Van De 
Wege and Rep. Mike Chapman will discuss legislation dealing with Atlantic salmon net pens.  

Jeff Ward participated in a conference call this Friday, January 12 hosted by Ray Valley, a BioBase 
associate, to discuss the technology and answer questions. Last summer, Albert Foster and Jeff tried out 
the BioBase technology to map eelgrass beds in Port Angeles Harbor.    

MRC Meeting: The meeting was held January 8th in the large conference room in the Port Angeles 
Courthouse. Topics on the agenda included finalizing the 2018 workplan and 2018 educational outreach 
plan, the 2018 NWSF Opportunity Fund RFP, NTA submittals, NWSC update and project updates. 

LIO/ERN Meeting: None. 

Funding Updates: (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  None. 

Project Updates:  
Forage Fish Surveys:  The January forage fish sampling is planned for January 24th at Ediz Hook and 
Elwha Beach and January 23rd at Pitship and Old Town. At the MRC meeting Ed Bowlby informed the 
members that during the 15 months of monitoring at the two index sites we have still to find the first 
egg. Similarly the monitoring effort at Ediz Hook and Elwha Beach has to date not found any eggs. Based 
on conversations with Lucas Hart and staff from other MRCs it has been decided to continue the 
sampling effort at the index sites for a total of 18 months at which point new locations may be identified 
in collaboration with WDFW. Helle Andersen pointed out that during the extensive sampling effort in 
2017 Clallam MRC found eggs at Cline Spit (a new potential index site). 

Educational Outreach:  An oil spill webinar with Linda Pilkey Jarvis from the Department of Ecology is 
planned for February 2018 depending on Jarvis’ schedule. 

Oil Spill Preparedness: The annual HAZWOPER training will be held February 10 in Port Angeles City 
Council Chambers. Surfriders will provide the refreshments and Clallam MRC will help hosting the 
workshop.  

Olympia Oyster Restoration: At the MRC meeting Lyn Muench suggested that Clallam MRC should check 
the two pilot plots at Cline Spit installed last fall. A good time is coming up March 31st. Lyn will talk with 
Chris Burns and Liz Tobin from Jamestown Tribe about participating in the effort.  



Elwha Beach:  The new Sanikan and dog waste disposal bin were installed at the West Elwha Beach 
December 29th. January 11th Arnold Schouten, Jeff Ward, Helle Andersen and Chuck Janda installed the 
new large sign at the trail head. Chuck is working for Malcom Dudley the owner of the access point to 
the beach. A news release was submitted to Peninsula Daily News and Sequim Gazette January 18th 
(keep your fingers crossed). 

Biotoxin Monitoring: At the MRC meeting Lyn Muench shared a map showing the monitoring sectors in 
the Strait of Juan de Fuca established by Department of Health. The Pillar Point monitoring site covers a 
large sector and continuing the effort is therefore important. When all of the Strait of Juan de Fuca sites 
are being monitored on their regular schedule, DOH has a good representation of what biotoxin levels 
are within the Strait and they are therefore not looking for any further sample sites. DOH and CCEH are 
interested in talking with Clallam MRC about last year’s results and the upcoming monitoring season.  



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Island 
Month/Year: December 2017-January 2018 
Submitted by: Anna Toledo 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): Matt Kukuk has been appointed to the MRC. Three new 
applicants have been recommended to the Board of County Commissioners for appointment in 
February. We are still seeking additional members. Ed Adams finished his term on the MRC and as NWSC 
Representative. Elsa Schwartz has been appointed NWSC Representative and Barbara Bennett as 
Alternate. Elsa Schwartz was re-elected as Chair and Barbara Bennett as Vice-Chair. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
Meetings:  

- On December 5, the MRC reviewed discussions from the November retreat and discussed 
outreach plans for 2018. 

- On January 2, Linda Rhodes presented on the bull kelp monitoring project. Ruth Richards 
reported on the marine debris workshop she attended. Elections for Chair and Vice-Chair were 
held. 

 
Events: 

- The MRC will have a display at Sound Waters University, hosted by Sound Water Stewards, on 
February 3. 

- The MRC is partnering with Sound Water Stewards and WSU Extension to present the 2018 Jan 
Holmes Island County Coastal Volunteer of the Year award at Sound Waters University. 
 

Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  None. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 
Forage Fish: Monthly monitoring continues at two restoration sites (Cornet Bay and Ala Spit) and four 
index sites (Windjammer, Long Point, Freeland Park, and Glendale).  
  
Kelp: Linda Rhodes presented to the MRC in January. She will also be presenting at Sound Waters 
University in February, and has submitted an abstract to present at the Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference 
in April. 
 
Eelgrass: The eelgrass team will meet in February to discuss future plans for eelgrass monitoring in 
Island County. 
 
Outreach: The MRC is planning a forum for spring 2018 to focus on failing shoreline infrastructure. The 
forum will include educational presentations, a panel of community members who have worked on 
innovative solutions to failing shoreline infrastructure needs, and the opportunity for community 
members to talk with County and State agency staff. 
 



Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc): None. 
 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): 



JCMRC Monthly Report 
County:  Jefferson 
Month/Year:  Jan 2018 
Submitted by:  Cheryl Lowe 
 
Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  

Starting Jan 1, 2018, our new MRC Executive Committee is: 
• Ashley Mackenzie, Co-Chair 
• Jackie Gardner, Co-Chair 
• Jeff Taylor, NWSC Rep 
• Sarah Fisken, NWSC Alternate 

 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights):   
 
Past Meetings & Events:   

• Jan. 9, 2018 MRC monthly meeting (16 members/staff and 3 guests attending). The meeting 
agenda included administrative tasks, an update from Commissioner Dean, members sharing 
ideas for 2018 educational topics and the MRC completed their discussion of their 3 to 5-year 
project planning. 

• Executive Committee meets on Jan. 23 
• Jeff Taylor is planning to attend the Jan 26, 2018 NWSC meeting in Everett. 

 
Upcoming Meetings/Events:   

• Feb. 2, 2018 (NWSF funded): MRC will make a presentation to the County Planning staff about 
shoreline armoring outreach efforts currently underway. 

• Feb 6, 2018 is next Jefferson MRC monthly meeting 
• Feb 26, 2018: MRC annual presentation to the BOCC. 
• Feb. 23, 2018 Strait ERN winter meeting 
• March: (NWSF-funded) We have begun planning for an educational public Shoreline 

Vegetation program with a speaker from Sound Native Plants. 
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  
 No new info. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing projects or any new projects identified): 

1. Monitoring: a) Fort Townsend Restoration: Forage fish sampling completed Jan. 22 (with 4 
volunteers). b) Forage Fish Index Site (Adelma Beach):  Monthly monitoring scheduled for Jan. 
21, 2018. c) Kelp:  Nothing new to report.  

 
2. Rain Gardens: On Jan. 9, Jefferson MRC hosted Island Co MRC, Whidbey Conservation District 

and County Natural Resources Dept staff for a show and tell about our rain garden 
partnerships, planning and implementation. (4 guests hosted by Cheryl Lowe and Bob 
Simmons, see photo below)   

 
3. Education & Outreach:   



a. Jefferson Co DCD Planner will be our featured speaker in Feb. to talk about draft Critical 
Areas updates for Jefferson Co.   

b. Education-Outreach sub-committee met on January 24 to draft our 2018 Outreach Plan. 
 

4. Olympia Oyster: (1) Discovery Bay:  Planning underway to submit permits for additional shell 
placement in Discovery Bay. (2) Quilcene Bay: no additional activity this month.  

 
5. Voluntary No Anchor Zones:   

a. No updates this month. 
 

Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc.):    
 

1. Jefferson MRC was represented at a Citizen Science Summit on Bainbridge Is. on Jan 26, 2018 to 
improve collaboration with agencies, other citizen-science project sponsors and the research 
community.  

2. Trainings: Cheryl, Jeff Taylor and Betsy Carlson (PTMSC) attended a BioBase webinar to 
understand more about sonar-based eelgrass survey methods. 

3. MRC member Jeff Taylor organized an informal “satellite technology for nearshore 
monitoring” webinar to help develop broader collaborations for kelp and other image-based 
monitoring.  

4. An MRC sub-committee is working to update MRC business rules and authorizing resolution (last 
updated in 2003). 

 
Rain Garden Site Visit with Island County team: 
 

  



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: San Juan 
Month/Year: December, 2017 
Submitted by: Arnie Klaus 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): 
 
MRC members and the County Council Liaison have been conducting interviews for new MRC members. 
The applications for membership have exceeded the number of positions available. The goal of the MRC 
and the County Council is to fill all of the positions to the Committee’s maximum of 15 by January 2018. 
 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 
The MRC had its regular monthly meeting on Wednesday, December 6.  
 
Kendra Smith, MRC Member and Environmental Resources Managers of San Juan County Public Works 
attended the Lead Staff Meeting by phone on December 12. 
 
MRC members are developing an agenda for its annual retreat to be held Wednesday, January 17 at the 
Friday Harbor Labs. 
 
 
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 
 
 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 
Orcas Landing is now in the shoreline permitting process for upgrades that include the ADA ramp. 
 
The two Orcas landing exhibit drafts are now being circulated among MRC members for review and 
comment. 
 
 
 
 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc.): 
 
 
 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: San Juan 
Month/Year: January 18, 2018 
Submitted by: Arnie Klaus 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): 
Craig Wingert Resigned. 
 
MRC members and the County Council Liaison have been conducting interviews for new MRC members. 
 
San Juan County Council appointed Jeff Friedman, Elise DuFour, Carl Davis, Christina Koons, Ivan Reiff, 
and Karin Roemers-Kleven. 
 
Two more selected names will be presented to the County Council the week of January 22. 
The MRC will have a full committee of 15 members. 
 
 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 
 
Annual MRC Retreat – January 17, 2018  
The meeting was a full day event attended by 20 people including new MRC members, staff and 
Northwest Straits Foundation Director: Caroline Gibson, Northwest Straits Commission Staff; Lucas Hart, 
Sasha Horst.  
 
 
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 
 
 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 
 
 
 
 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc.): 
 
 
 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): 



 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Skagit 
Month/Year: December 2017 - January 2018 
Submitted by: Jamey Selleck/Tracy Alker 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  

• Skagit MRC voted to make the recommendation to the Board of County Commissioners to appoint 
Pete Haase to the MRC.  Pete is currently serving as Morty Cohen’s alternate on the MRC.  Rachel 
Best will replace Pete as Morty’s alternate.  

• The Committee also voted to make the recommendation to the Board of County Commissioners to 
appoint Lynne Jordan to replace Kit Rawson as the Skagit Land Trust representative on the MRC. 
Former MRC member Kari Odden will replace Tim Manns as Lynne’s alternate.  

• MRC officer elections were held in January.  The results are as follows: Paul Dinnel will serve as MRC 
Chair; Sarah Tchang will continue to serve as MRC Vice-Chair; Jamey Selleck will continue to serve as 
the NWSC Representative; and Nate Biletnikoff will continue to serve as the Alternate NWSC 
Representative. 

 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 

• MRC Meeting Highlights (December 14): Jenna Friebel- WDFW and Jenny Baker-TNC gave a 
presentation on the Farm, Fish, Flood Initiative (3FI) Alternatives Analysis. The Phase 2 Final Report 
can be found at this link: https://tnc.box.com/s/lsnl2br8f1hejgrlziep9tqeowsscc5p.  Lucas Hart led 
the discussion about some of the different monitoring protocol options for eelgrass.   

• MRC Meeting Highlights (January 11): WSDOT engineers provided an update on the Sharpes Corner 
roundabout project and their plans for managing stormwater runoff to protect the water quality of 
Fidalgo Bay. MRC officer elections were held. The Sound Action presentation had to be rescheduled. 
 

Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): Negotiations 
are underway for the remaining Skagit Restoration Initiative funds to be used to support: 

• Components of Skagit Land Trust’s Fidalgo Bay Shoreline Protection and Restoration Project. 
• Continued long-term restoration and status/trends monitoring in Fidalgo Bay. 
• Native oyster restoration in Fidalgo and Padilla Bays.  

 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 

• Salish Sea Stewards:    We are currently in the process of seeking a contractor to perform the duties 
of the Volunteer Program Coordinator for the 2018 Salish Sea Stewards training and coordination.  
The Request for Quotes and Qualifications had to be reopened three times due to the lack of 
response. We finally received responses from two well-qualified firms.   A subcommittee of nine 
members representing the Skagit MRC, the Friends of Skagit Beaches, and the Salish Sea Stewards 
(Class of 2017), are in the process of evaluating the proposals and hope to make a decision soon.  
Until we have a Volunteer Program Coordinator in place, the subcommittee members will continue 
to send out the electronic volunteer news bulletin, “The Wave” to keep the current volunteer base 
informed. The subcommittee will also continue exploring different options to try to come up with a 
better solution to keep this valuable volunteer program going for the long-term. There are currently 
26 people on the wait list to receive an application for the 2018 Salish Sea Stewards training. It is 
anticipated that the training will begin in mid-March. 

• Bowman Bay Nearshore Restoration:  Beach seining and forage fish surveys took place at Bowman 
Bay on December 22nd and January 24th.  Nearshore planting monitoring and maintenance will likely 
start again this spring and continue through summer. 

https://tnc.box.com/s/lsnl2br8f1hejgrlziep9tqeowsscc5p


• Fidalgo Bay Day: The dates in August didn’t pan out for Fidalgo Bay Day this year, so the event date 
has been changed to September 15th.  The Fidalgo Bay Resort facility has been reserved and the 
Shannon Point Marine Center’s touch tank will be available for our event this year.  The tides will also 
work out well for the beach seining demonstration.  Save the date cards will be distributed soon. 

• Kids on the Beach Pilot Project:  We are currently under contract negotiations with Mira Lutz to 
develop and implement the Kids on the Beach Pilot Project this year.  

• Olympia Oyster Restoration:  Paul finished up the data entry and analysis of the oyster data collected 
in 2017.  It was discovered that last year’s native oyster population in Fidalgo Bay is actually closer to 
3.1 million, not 4.8 million as originally estimated.  The native oysters are doing really well and the 
population keeps increasing each year.  Monitoring will start up again in April. There is a very high 
density of native oysters in the shell plots. Puget Sound Restoration Fund has funding to distribute 
more oyster shell plots in 2018.  Paul is working with Brady Blake from WDFW to transfer some 
native oysters from Fidalgo Bay over to the east side of Marches Point along the shorelines of Padilla 
Bay.  There is a new coast-wide initiative from California all the way up to Washington to start 
expanding and coordinating native oyster restoration efforts.  Jude Apple will be the lead coordinator 
for our area and Paul Dinnel will play a supporting role. As part of that effort they will start looking at 
the possibility of adding native oyster seed in Padilla Bay. 

• Pinto Abalone Restoration:  We have a sub-award agreement in place with the Puget Sound 
Restoration Fund. Monitoring will start up again in February. It is anticipated that an additional 1,000 
juvenile pinto abalone will be outplanted at the six restoration sites in Skagit County in 2018.   

• Forage Fish Index Site Surveys:  Monthly surveys continue at Skagit MRC’s three Forage Fish Index 
sites:  Ship Harbor, Similk Bay on the Swinomish Reservation, and Samish Island.  Surf smelt eggs have 
been detected at all three of our sites in 2017.  The samples and data are sent to the Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife for analysis.  There will be a microscope training session on Tuesday, 
January 30th from 1:00pm to 3:00pm at Padilla Bay. 

• Kayak Kelp Surveys:  No updates. It is anticipated that the surveys will start up again this summer.  



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Snohomish  
Month/Year: December 2017   
Submitted by: Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson  
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): 
 
Kathleen returned to work after maternity leave on November 22nd. Kathleen is currently working 20 
hours per week on the MRC through December. Elisa continued working on the MRC full time while 
Kathleen is part time throughout December.  
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 
The MRC conducted forage fish sampling on December 1st. All samples were completed this month and 
processed by the consultant. Samples were processed by the consultant using both the winnow method 
and the blue vortex method in order to start gathering data to compare both methods. The goal with 
the comparison is to determine a conversion factor so that the blue vortex method can be used going 
forward.  MRC members Paul Clampitt, Cathy Stanley, Debbie Hopkins, Bob Hillmann, and Craig Wollam 
helped take samples this month.  
 
Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson attended a shoreline armor project discussion at the Tulalip Tribes 
office on December 4th. Representatives from the Tulalip Tribes were Valerie Streeter, Julia Gold, and 
Zachery Lamebull. Lisa Kaufman with the Northwest Straits Foundation attended the discussion and 
shared information about her regional Near Term Action (NTA) on shoreline armor throughout the 
Northwest straits region. The Tulalip Tribes shared their interest in doing an armor removal 
demonstration on Tulalip Tribal land. Kathleen and Elisa shared work the Snohomish MRC has done in 
the Port Susan area. Based on the discussion it was determine that NTAs for Port Susan and for 
shoreline armor on Tulalip Tribal land could be incorporated into Lisa’s regional NTA. The Snohomish 
MRC will not submit a separate NTA for Port Susan this round.  
 
Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson attended a meeting with Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad 
(BNSF) and Snohomish County Parks on December 5th.  Logan Daniels from Snohomish County Parks 
hosted the meeting for BNSF to review the 60% designs of the proposed railroad bridge to replace a 
culvert at Meadowdale Beach. Snohomish County continues to work with BNSF on construction plans 
and determine how BNSF may be able to streamline the construction.  
 
Elisa Dawson attended a conference call with Northwest Straits Commission Staff Sasha Horst and 
Washington Department of Natural Resources Staff Chris Robertson and Kirsten Feifel. The meeting was 
to discuss a state-wide version of the MyCoast app. Chris Robertson reported he had additional funds to 
put towards the app which would solve the funding for the first year of MyCoast. Kristen encouraged 
the group to put together an NTA for future funding. Chris Robertson will put together the NTA for 
MyCoast.  
 
Kathleen Pozarycki attended the MRC Lead Staff Meeting on December 12, 2017.  
 
Elisa Dawson attended an Adaption Planning for Coastal Communities Training on December 12 and 13. 
The Training was hosted but the Washington Coastal Training Program. The main focus of the training 
was how to address climate change, such as sea level rise, in coastal projects. The group learned how to 
identify community assets, engage stakeholders, conduct vulnerability assessments, conduct qualitative 
assessments, and learned tools and techniques for prioritization.  



 
Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson attended a conference call with SWM staff and consultants to 
discuss current erosion conditions at the Howarth Park restoration project site. The site is seeing 
significant erosion and the group went over the as-built drawings to compare the original plans with 
actual construction. The group will continue to monitor the erosion and has planned a site visit for 
January 23rd, 2018.   
 
The Snohomish MRC held their annual Holiday Party in place of a monthly meeting on December 20th.  In 
attendance were MRC members Francesca Perez, Sarah Brown, Tom Doerge, Michael Ehlebracht, Paul 
Clampitt, Bob Hillmann, Cathy Stanley, Debbie Hopkins, and Susan Tarpley.  
 
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 
No updates at this time.   
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified):  
Nearshore Beach Restoration Project: SWM staff are monitoring erosion at the Howarth Park site.     
 
Nearshore Restoration Estuary and Salmon Recovery Program (ESRP) Learning Grant and Forage Fish 
Monitoring: SWM staff continue to work with a team of researchers from the University of Washington 
on the ESRP grant. Elisa Dawson and MRC volunteers collected forage fish a forage fish samples on 
December 1st, 2017. The index sample was processed using the blue vortex method. The Index 
December sample was delivered to Lucas Hart at the December MRC Lead Staff Meeting, who will get 
the sample to WDFW for lab processing. The next sample date will be January 23rd.  
 
MRC Grant 2017-2018 Ocean Literacy and MyCoast Monitoring: The MRC has determined movies and 
dates for their events. A confirmed list is below. The MRC completed an Outreach Plan for their 2017-
2018 grant. The MRC is working to develop outreach materials, including posters, press releases, and 
Facebook events to be posted in early January. Emma, a Girl Scout working with the MRC to complete 
her Gold Project, continues to work in collaboration with the MRC 2017-2018 grant.  
 
Our Coast Community Film Series Event Plan:  

1.       Puget Sound Focus 
UW Bothell: February 7th 7-9PM, EvCC: January 29 6:30-8:30PM 
Guest speaker: Florian  
General Agenda:  

a.       NWSC commercial 5min 
b.      MyCoast announcements 5 minutes  
c.       Kelp Video 5 min 
d.      Florian opening comments 5 minutes  
e.      Return of the King video 30 minutes. 
f.        Q&A With Florian 20 minutes  
g.       Olympic coast video 30 min  
h.      Q&A With Florian 20 minutes  

  
2.       Freshwater Nexus Focus  

UW Bothell: March 1 7-9PM, EvCC February 28, 6:30-8:30PM 
Guest Speaker: TBD; Local expert on culverts/other restoration projects 
General Agenda:  

a.       NWSC commercial 5min 
b.      MyCoast  announcements 5 minutes  
c.       Return of the River –Elwha Restoration 1hr 11min  

https://vimeo.com/225900211
https://vimeo.com/189816327
https://vimeo.com/225900211


d.      Making Way for Salmon WDFW 10 minute video.  
e.      Q&A with Guest speaker 30 minutes 

  
3.       Ocean Focus 

UW Bothell: April 22 7-9PM, EvCC: April 25, 6:30-830PM.  
Guest Speakers: TBD, brainstorm experts on ocean acidification, sea level rise, etc.  
General Agenda:   

a.       NWSC commercial 5min 
b.      MyCoast  announcements 5 minutes  
c.       Chasing Choral Movie. 1 hour 33 minutes  
d.      Panel of experts 20 minutes 

 
 
Oil Spill Prevention, Preparedness and Response:  No updates at this time.   
 
Snohomish Estuary Project: SWM staff determined that all boats identified for removal will not need 
their own permits, and instead can be removed under the programmatic permit Washington 
Department of Natural Resources has for derelict boat removal. Next steps include posting the boats in 
order to attain possession, and writing a scope of work which will be used to attain a contractor.  
 
Port Susan: MRC staff, Lisa Kaufman with the Northwest Straits Foundation, and Valerie Streeter with 
the Tulalip Tribes met on December 4th to discuss potential overlap in projects on shoreline armor in 
Port Susan, and see if any of the projects could be wrapped into Lisa’s regional NTA. After this meeting, 
it was determined by Lisa, MRC Staff, and the MRC that5 the Port Susan project would fit into Lisa’s 
regional NTA, and the MRC will not submit a separate NTA for Port Susan. Instead the MRC, along with 
the Tulalip Tribes, will partner with Lisa on the regional shoreline armor NTA. 
 
Kelp Project: No updates at this time.   
 
 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=makign+way+for+salmon&view=detail&mid=41AAE5381E7735052FC341AAE5381E7735052FC3&FORM=VIRE
https://vimeo.com/225900211


MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Snohomish  
Month/Year: January 2018   
Submitted by: Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson  
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): 
 
2018 Snohomish MRC Executive Leadership was determined at the January meeting.  Sarah Brown will 
serve as the MRC Chair and Bob Hillmann and Mike Ehlebracht will serves as co-vice chairs.  Franchesca 
Perez will serve as past chair.  
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 
The MRC has their monthly meeting on January 17, 2018. .  In attendance were MRC members Sarah 
Brown, Laura Gurley, Tom Doerge, Michael Ehlebracht, Debbie Hopkins, Traci Sanderson, Susan Tarpley, 
Cathy Stanley and Paul Clampitt. Kari Quaas from the Snohomish Conservation District, as well as Jerry 
Masters and Tarrell Kullaway from the Northwest Straits Foundation also attended the meeting. MRC 
staff Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson were also present. At the January meeting the MRC discussed 
their upcoming Our Coast Community Film Series. The first event will be held at Everett Community 
College on January 29. The MRC members each signed up to attend at least two of the six upcoming 
events. The MRC also discussed the February retreat, and what topics they want to cover during their 
retreat. One topic which will be covered during the retreat is an update on the MRC bylaws. Kathleen 
passed out copies of the bylaws and asked the MRC members to review the bylaws before the retreat. 
Furthermore, the MRC discussed ideas for their MRC opportunity fund application, updates on the 
Derelict Vessel Project, and Paul Clampitt gave an update on the LIO and the near Term Actions (NTAs) 
which were submitted by the MRC.  
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 
No updates at this time.   
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified):  
 
Nearshore Beach Restoration Project: SWM staff are monitoring erosion at the Howarth Park site. A site 
visit is scheduled for 23rd.      
 
Nearshore Restoration Estuary and Salmon Recovery Program (ESRP) Learning Grant and Forage Fish 
Monitoring: SWM staff continue to work with a team of researchers from the University of Washington 
on the ESRP grant. Elisa Dawson and MRC volunteers will collect forage fish a forage fish samples on 
January 23rd, 2018. The index sample was processed using the blue vortex method. The December index 
sample will be delivered to WDFW at the next available convenience.  
 
MRC Grant 2017-2018 Ocean Literacy and MyCoast Monitoring: The MRC has selected movies and dates 
for their events. A confirmed list is below. The MRC completed an Outreach Plan for their 2017-2018 
grant. The MRC has developed outreach materials, including posters, press releases, and Facebook 
events to promote the events. Emma, a Girl Scout working with the MRC to complete her Gold Project, 
continues to work in collaboration with the team.   
 



 



 
Our Coast Community Film Series DRAFT Event Plan:  

1.       Puget Sound Focus 
UW Bothell: February 7th 7-9PM, EvCC: January 29 6:30-8:30PM 
Guest speaker: Florian  
General Agenda:  

a.       Opening Remarks- 5 minutes 
b.      MyCoast announcements 5 minutes  
c.       Kelp Video 5 min 
d.      Florian opening comments 5 minutes  
e.      Return of the King video 30 minutes. 
f.        Q&A With Florian 20 minutes  
g.       Olympic coast video 30 min  
h.      Q&A With Florian 20 minutes  

  
2.       Freshwater Nexus Focus  

UW Bothell: March 1 7-9PM, EvCC February 28, 6:30-8:30PM 
Guest Speaker: TBD; Local expert on culverts/other restoration projects 
General Agenda:  

a.      Opening Remarks- 5 minutes 
b.      MyCoast announcements 5 minutes  
c.       Return of the River –Elwha Restoration 1hr 11min  
d.      Making Way for Salmon WDFW 10 minute video.  
e.      Q&A with Guest speaker 30 minutes 

  
3.       Ocean Focus 

UW Bothell: April 22 7-9PM, EvCC: April 25, 6:30-830PM.  
Guest Speakers: TBD, brainstorm experts on ocean acidification, sea level rise, etc.  
General Agenda:   

a.       NWSC commercial 5min 
b.      MyCoast  announcements 5 minutes  
c.       Chasing Choral Movie. 1 hour 33 minutes  
d.      Panel of experts 20 minutes 

 
 
Oil Spill Prevention, Preparedness and Response:  No updates at this time.   
 
Snohomish Estuary Project: SWM staff determined that all boats identified for removal will not need 
their own permits, and instead can be removed under the programmatic Hydraulic Permit Approval 
(HPA) permit Washington Department of Natural Resources has for derelict boat removal. Next steps 
include posting the boats in order to attain possession, and writing a scope of work which will be used to 
attain a contractor.  
 
Port Susan: Lisa Kaufman submitted a regional NTA proposal on shoreline armoring. The Snohomish 
MRC has partnered with Lisa’s regional NTA for projects in Port Susan. The MRC will continue to work 
with Lisa to develop the final NTA.  
 
Kelp Project: No updates at this time.   
 
 

https://vimeo.com/189816327
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=makign+way+for+salmon&view=detail&mid=41AAE5381E7735052FC341AAE5381E7735052FC3&FORM=VIRE
https://vimeo.com/225900211


MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Whatcom 
Month/Year:  DECEMBER 2017 
Submitted by:  Austin Rose 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): 
 

• Nominations for MRC officer positions were held at the December MRC meeting.  Nominations 
include: Eleanor Hines (Chair), Kristin Murray (Vice-Chair), Bob Cecile (NWSC rep), Pete Granger 
(NWSC alt rep.).  Final elections will occur at the January 2018 meeting. 

 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 

• The MRC will hold a general meeting on January 4 and will include presentations from Amy 
Carey, Sound Action, and MRC member Ryan McLaughlin will present his work on local DNA 
testing and MST water quality studies. 
 

• MRC Staff attended the first of two workshops facilitated by the NOAA Marine Debris Program 
to draft the Washington State Marine Debris Action Plan.  The workshop brought together 
several Washington entities working on marine debris with the purpose of increasing 
coordination, adding value to existing efforts, and identifying future actions.   A draft was 
developed and will be shared with the MRC for further input.  A second workshop will be held in 
the spring 2018. 
 

• MRC and WWIN hosted a final symposium for 2017 titled “Our Water, Our Future, Our Solutions 
– Water Supply Symposium” as part of the MRC/WWIN Speaker Series.  Topics focused on legal 
access to water, where our water comes from, how it used, factors for the future, current 
strategies, actions for solving some of our challenges, and next steps in moving forward.  
Approximately 135 people attended. 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 
N/A 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 

• The MRC deployed a mussel cage near a storm drain in the Whatcom Waterway as part of the 
regional WDFW Mussel Watch project.   The cage will be retrieved in late February and sent 
down to WDFW for analysis of PCBs, PBDEs, PAHs, and DDTs . Data will be shared in a final 
report which will be released in 2019. 
 

• An ad hoc meeting was held with project champions to discuss the North Sound Stewards  
citizen science program and possible collaboration with the Skagit MRC Salish Sea Stewards. 
There have discussions about the potential to bridge the Whatcom and Skagit citizen science 
programs and applying for the NWSF Opportunity Fund to support a coordinator.   
 

• An ad hoc Olympia oyster restoration meeting was held with project champions to focus on the 
details of the monitoring. MRC staff drafted a monitoring plan and shared with members for 
review and input.  There is potential for WWU students enrolled in a marine conservation 



course to help review the plan and make suggested edits as the MRC outlines the goals for their 
project. 
 

• A NTA was pre-registered for the N. Chuckanut Bay water quality project with the Whatcom 
MRC as its owner.  There was consensus that this project should be rolled into the Whatcom 
County PIC NTA for greater attention and thus will be incorporated into that NTA for final 
submission.  

 
 

 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc):+ 
 
 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): 
 

 
Participants of the Washington Marine Debris Action Plan Workshop #1 – photo credit: Nir Barnea 
(NOAA). 
 
 
 

Water Supply Symposium at the Bellingham 
Yacht Club – photo credit: Austin Rose 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

Commission staff highlights  
January 2018 

 
Kelp project update 
Lucas is working on organizing the first kelp recovery plan workshop for March 20th. Speakers are being recruited to 
present on various kelp related topics that will inform recovery plan development. Suzanne Shull is working with Helen 
Berry to explore how MRC kelp monitoring data could be reported in a publication summarizing kelp coverage trends.  
 
Eelgrass 
Lucas explored the possibility of organizing a regional eelgrass project with MRCs and subject matter experts. Although 
the interest and knowledge are available, the Commission does not have the staff capacity to move the regional project 
forward at this time. The project will require a workgroup to form a protocol that can be implemented by volunteers.  
 
Net Ecosystem Improvement 
A position description for an Ecosystem Coordinator was submitted to Ecology to bring on additional capacity to begin 
implementation of the Net Ecosystem Improvement Project. The project timeline calls for the position to begin in March. A 
WebEx on the project is scheduled for January 24 for interested MRC members.  
 
Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference  
Lucas completed abstract review for his session on citizen science and worked with Helen Berry and Jamey Selleck to 
organize a kelp session.  
 
Strategic planning  
Commission and Foundation staff met on January 4 to provide input on strategic planning priorities. Staff capacity across 
the Northwest Straits Initiative was a reoccurring concern. Discussion points were summarized and will be considered in 
future planning meetings. Lucas, Caroline Gibson, Nan McKay, Elsa Schwarz and Anne Murphy (strategic planning 
committee) held a call to outline next steps in the strategic planning process. 
 
2018 Northwest Straits Initiative Retreat 
The retreat is scheduled for March 1-2 in La Conner, with members of the Commission and their alternates, Foundation 
Board members, and Commission and Foundation staff invited to attend. Nicole is working on logistical details. More 
information will be available as the date approaches. A planning committee is developing the agenda in coordination with 
Hilary Wilkinson of Veda Environmental, who will serve as the facilitator for the retreat.  
 
2018 MRC Conference  
The 2018 MRC Conference is scheduled for November 16-17 at Fort Worden in Jefferson County. Nicole has secured the 
facility as a first step, and in the spring staff will begin planning the conference program.  
 
 



 
 

Commission staff highlights  
January 2018 

 
Lead staff meeting 
A meeting of MRC lead staff was held on December 12 at Padilla Bay. Topics included the Net Ecosystem Improvement 
project, MRC grants, internal communications, planning for 20th anniversary year, Near Term Action preproposals and 
other miscellaneous topics.  
 
Meeting attendance 
Lucas and Sasha attended the San Juan MRC Retreat on January 17.  
Lucas attended Whatcom and Clallam MRC meetings on January 4th and 8th, respectively.  
Lucas participated in Citizen Science Symposium planning committee meetings. Symposium is planned for January 25th. 


	Agenda
	Location:  Skykomish Conference Room, Snohomish County Campus (Admin East Building, Room 1F03), 3000 Rockefeller Ave., Everett, WA
	Date/Time: January 26, 2018–10:00 AM-3:00 PM

	Dec Minutes
	UAttendees:
	Commission Members: Nan McKay (Chair), Jamey Selleck (Skagit, Vice-Chair), Jerry Masters, Alan Clark (Clallam), Ed Adams (Island), Ron Thom, Tom Cowan, Dale Moses (Jefferson), Paul Clampitt (Snohomish) Cecilia Gobin (Tribal), Ken Carrasco (San Juan)
	Commission Staff: Rich Childers, Nicole Jordan, Sasha Horst, Lucas Hart
	Others in Attendance: Karin Berkholtz (Puget Sound Partnership), Jeff Taylor (Jefferson-alternate), Austin Rose (Whatcom MRC staff), Caroline Gibson (Northwest Straits Foundation)
	Absent: Sheida Sahandy, Doug Stark (Whatcom)
	UWelcome and Introductions
	Nan opened the meeting and did roll call.
	The minutes from the September Northwest Straits Commission meeting were approved as written.
	UNorthwest Straits Commission - committee reports
	Executive Committee
	Jamey said the Northwest Straits Commission and Foundation Executive Committees are organizing a Northwest Straits Initiative joint retreat on March 1-2, 2018. The committee also debriefed the MRC Conference.
	External Relations Committee
	Tom Cowan said the $450,000 budget appropriation for MRCs will end after the current two-year bienniem. The committee is working on a strategy to a secure long-term funding in the 2019 state legislative session.
	Science Advisory Committee
	Ron said the committee recommends using the ecosystem project funds to support a temporary Ecosystem Coordinator position, which will support the Net Ecosystem Improvement project. Lucas is working with the Committee to develop a position description.
	UApproval of Karin Berkholtz
	Karin Berkholtz, Puget Sound Partnership EPA Liaison, was approved by consensus as Sheida Sahandy’s alternate to the Northwest Straits Commission.
	UMRC reports
	Monthly reports for each MRC are available by visiting this link:32TU http://bit.ly/2iFqZR9
	Clallam
	Alan Clark said the MRC is considering amending the current Commission grant to include biotoxin monitoring. The MRC submitted comments to the Clallam Board of County Commissioners during their aquaculture/net pen working session. The 2018 HAZWOPER tr...
	Island
	Ed Adams said Lois Farrington and Dave Thomson have stepped off the MRC and they are recruiting to fill five vacancies. An MRC representative will be attending the Puget Sound Citizen Science Summit on January 25. The MRC is scaling back forage fish m...
	Jefferson
	Dale Moses said WA State University (WSU) Extension is completing the final testing of the revised, regional monitoring protocols for rain garden installations. MRC project leads met with WA Department of Fish and Wildlife in mid-November to discuss n...
	San Juan
	Ken Carrasco said the MRC is interviewing applicants for MRC membership. Results from the San Juan Southern Resident Killer Whale Workshop will be presented to the San Juan County Council within the month. Artist, Larry Eifert, has submitted two draft...
	Skagit
	Jamey Selleck said the MRC is currently in the process of soliciting contractors to administer the Salish Sea Stewards training and coordination for 2018. European Green Crab monitoring is done for the season with only two green crabs from the same co...
	Snohomish
	Paul Clampitt said the MRC is continuing forage fish monitoring using the blue vortex method. The MRC is organizing an ocean literacy and MyCoast monitoring outreach campaign which will include a series of events featuring film screenings and guest sp...
	Whatcom
	Austin Rose said the MRC held nominations at their December meeting and will have elections in January. North Sounds Stewards is in the planning stages for the second year of the program. Water quality monitoring at the Chuckanut Creek sampling statio...
	UPuget Sound Partnership (PSP) update
	Karin Berkholtz said the Governor’s office will be announcing the formation of an Orca Task Force in early January 2018–Sheida Sahandy is currently involved and would like to see the Northwest Straits Commission involved. The Governor is announcing a ...
	UNorthwest Straits Foundation (NWSF) update
	Caroline said the NWSF received a grant from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) to boost the protection and recovery of Chinook salmon that are key prey for Southern Resident Killer Whales. The NWSF hired a new Director of Philanthropy, ...
	UBusiness items
	Kelp recovery plan
	Lucas is working with Max Calloway, a master’s student at The Evergreen State College, who is writing a literature review summarizing global trends in kelp.
	Eelgrass
	Lucas led a call on December 1 to discuss possible MRC eelgrass projects–representatives from WA Department of Natural Resources, Pacific Northwest National Labs and a Cornell University participated.
	 Action: Lucas will be contact Jeff Gaeckle, WA Department of Natural Resources, to gather more information on the Seagrass Net Protocol.
	MRC Conference
	2018 is the 20-year anniversary of the Northwest Straits Initiative. The MRC Conference is scheduled for November 16-17, 2018.
	 Action: Initiative members interested in being involved in generating ideas for showcasing our work and celebrating this milestone year can contact Sasha to participate or submit ideas to 32TUhorst@nwstraits.orgU32T.
	Update on Marine Resources Advisory Council (MRAC) meeting
	Rich attended the latest MRAC meeting. The refresh to the blue ribbon panel is expected to be released in mid-December 2017.
	Nominations for Salish Sea Science Prize
	Rich said the SeaDoc Society is looking for nominations for the 32TSalish Sea Science Prize32T.
	 Action: Those with ideas on potential nominations should send names to Rich at 32Tchilders@nwstraits.org32T.
	#CatchMoreCrab2017
	Sasha shared highlights from the 2017 catch more crab outreach campaign. All seven MRCs participated in the 2017 catch more crab outreach campaign.  Survey results showed that just over two-thirds of respondents changed one or more crabbing actions as...
	Public comment
	There was no public comment
	Puget Sound Nutrient Source Reduction Project
	*The next Commission meeting will be from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM on January 26 in the Skykomish Conference Room, Snohomish County Campus, Everett, WA *
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