
 
agenda 

 
 

Location:  Brickworks, 150 Nichols St, Friday Harbor, WA 98250 
Date/Time: April 27, 2018–11:00 AM-3:45 PM  

 
11:00-11:10 Welcome and introductions 

Approval of March meeting minutes 
Nan McKay, Chair 

11:10-11:20 Opening remarks  Jamie Stephens, San Juan County 
Council 

11:20-11:25 Director update Lucas Hart 

11:25-11:50  NWSC committee reports 
Executive Committee 
Science Advisory Committee 

 
Jamey Selleck/Lucas Hart 
Ron Thom 

11:50-12:00 Commission elections All 

12:00-12:45 Working lunch All 

12:45-1:00  Public comment  

1:00-1:45 MRC reports MRC Representatives 

1:45-1:55 Northwest Straits Foundation update Caroline Gibson  

1:55-2:05 Puget Sound Partnership update Suzanna Stoike, Puget Sound 
Partnership 

2:05-2:15 Sea Grant–Director update  Terrie Klinger, Director of UW School 
of Marine and Environmental Affairs  

2:15-2:45 San Juan MRC Presentation-Southern 
Resident Killer Whales 

Kendra Smith and Frances 
Robertson, San Juan County  
 
 
 
 



 
agenda 

 
 

2:45-3:15 Business items 
MRC grants 
MRC Kelp Monitoring WebEx May 9 
Net Ecosystem Improvement  
Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference recap 

Staff 

3:15-3:45  Roundtable All 

3:45 Adjourn  

 



 
minutes 

 
 

March 30, 2018 • 10:00 AM-4:00 PM 
Big Room, Padilla Bay Reserve 

Northwest Straits Commission meeting   
Attendees: 
Commission Members: Nan McKay (Chair), Jamey Selleck (Skagit, Vice-Chair), Jerry Masters, Alan Clark 
(Clallam), Elsa Schwartz (Island), Ron Thom, Sarah Fisken (Jefferson-Alternate), Paul Clampitt (Snohomish), 
Ken Carrasco (San Juan), Bob Cecile (Whatcom), Terry Williams (Tribal-Alternate) 
Commission Staff: Nicole Jordan, Sasha Horst  
Others in Attendance: Kathleen Pozarycki, Simon Geerlofs, Caroline Gibson (Northwest Straits Foundation), 
Terry Stevens (Director, Padilla Bay Reserve), Lucas Hart 
Absent: Sheida Sahandy (Puget Sound Partnership) 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
Nan opened the meeting and facilitated introductions.  
 
The minutes from the January Northwest Straits Commission meeting were approved as written.   
 
MRC updates 
Each MRC provided brief updates on current projects. Full MRC reports and committee reports are available 
here: https://bit.ly/2uCvGUK  
 
Public comment  
There was no public comment.  
 
Director Candidate interviews 
The Commission reviewed three candidates for the Commission Director position. Each candidate provided a 
short five minute presentation and was asked a series of questions from Commissioners. After interviews, 
the Commissioners and hiring committee went into executive session to make the final decision.  

 
 

*The next Commission meeting will be from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM on April 27 in San Juan County. * 
 

 
 

https://bit.ly/2uCvGUK


 
 

Executive Committee Meeting 
April 2, 2018 • 11:00am-12:00pm 

Conference call  
 

 
Committee Members: Jamey Selleck, Ron Thom, Tom Cowan, Nan McKay, Paul Clampitt 
Commission Staff/Support: Sasha Horst, Lucas Hart, Nicole Jordan, Terry Stevens 
 
Discuss policy on when commission staff should provide staff support to programs and projects  
Lucas drafted a policy statement outlining when Commission staff should provide support to MRC projects and 
programs. The intention is to provide a policy to prioritize Commission staff time.  
 Action: Lucas will send the Committee his draft policy for feedback at a future meeting.  

Retreat follow up 
The committee discussed follow up tasks from the retreat.  
 Action: Sasha will compile the notes from the retreat and send them to Nan for review.  

San Juan NWSC meeting in April 
The committee discussed prospective welcomes and presentations at the upcoming Commission meeting.  
 Action: Commission staff will follow up with San Juan MRC and proposed presenters.  

Update on hiring process  
Nan said the Commission interviewed three candidates and made a decision. Terry is checking references and 
working on the final steps of the hiring process before making a formal announcement.   
Conference planning committee – establish, identify participants  
Nan asked for volunteers for the MRC Conference planning committee. Nan, Sasha and Lucas volunteered to be 
on the committee. The committee still needs two MRC members and a Northwest Straits Foundation 
representative.  
MRC grant RFP 
Sasha said the request for proposals went out to MRCs. Sasha will work individually with MRC staff with questions 
on proposals.  
Puget Sound Day on the Hill – planned attendance and registration  
Terry Stevens and Jerry Masters are planning on attending. The new Commission Director will be expected to 
attend. The committee acknowledged others may choose to attend on their own but will not recruit for additional 
representation.   
August 31 NWSC meeting – Friday of Labor Day weekend. Reschedule? 
The current August 31 meeting is scheduled on the Friday of Labor Day weekend which may cause some issues 
with travel. 
 Action: Nicole will check in with Commissioners to see if they can move the meeting to August 24.  

September 12-13 Leadership Council meeting  
The committee discussed Northwest Straits Commission involvement with the fall Leadership Council meeting, 
tentatively scheduled for Anacortes September 12-13.  
 Action: Lucas will check in with the Puget Sound Partnership (PSP) to see if they have room on the agenda 

for a Northwest Straits Initiative field trip.  
2018-2019 Budget  
Sasha drafted a budget for the 2018-2019 fiscal year.  
 Action: Sasha will send the draft budget to Nan for input.  

 
***The next Executive Committee Meeting will be a conference call on Monday, May 7, 2018*** 



MRC Monthly Report 
County: Clallam 

Month/Year: April 2018 

Submitted by: Cathy Lear and Helle Andersen 

Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  None. The position held by Bob Campbell is still vacant. 

Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): Clallam MRC is helping coordinating the 
cleanup efforts along the Strait of Juan de Fuca on Earth Day April 21. Clallam MRC will have a booth at 
the Celebration of Science and Technology event at Port Angeles Pier April 28th. 

MRC Meeting: The meeting was held April 16th in the large conference room in the Port Angeles 
Courthouse. Topics on the April agenda included the 2018 summer intern program and potential 
conflicts with the NWSC MRC Opportunity grant, the 2018-19 NWSC grant application, joint meeting 
with NPC MRC in Neah Bay, the Dungeness Oyster proposal by Jamestown Tribe, Celebration of Science 
Event April 28th, the Salish Sea Conference, NWSC update and project updates. 

LIO/ERN Meeting:  None. 

Funding Updates: (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  April 12th 
was the final deadline for submitting an NTA. Clallam MRC submitted the oil spill preparedness NTA.  

Project Updates:  
Forage Fish Surveys:  The March forage fish sampling took place April 17th at Ediz Hook and Elwha Beach 
and April 19th at Cline Spit. It was the first time sampling was conducted at Cline Spit. Clallam MRC had 
intended to sample also on a beach at Washington Harbor, but permit issues came up with the 
landowner PNNL so for now this station will not be sampled.  

Oil Spill Preparedness: The two 8-hr oiled wildlife trainings were held for March 24th and 31st at the 
Clallam County Fairgrounds. A total of 16 volunteers participated in the first training and 13 volunteers 
in the second training. The decision has been made to reduce the number of annual trainings to one 
because of the lower volunteer turnouts and overlap in topics covered during the two trainings. 

Elwha Beach:   After the installation of the Sanikan and dog waste disposal bin Arnold Schouten, Helle 
Andersen and volunteers have been checking the waste facilities every two weeks and picked up dog 
waste on the dike road (about 300 yards). In January and February between 25 and 28 dog poops were 
collected during each survey weighing at about 4.5 lbs. In March the number surprisingly dropped to 6 
with a weight of 0.6 lbs. - hopefully that keeps up. Unfortunately in April it was back up around 24 dog 
poops weighing about 4.4 lbs. The broken sign has been replaced. 

Olympia Oyster Restoration:  April 18th Liz Tobin and Chris Burns, Jamestown shellfish biologists, Tiffany 
Royal, journalist at the NW Indian Fisheries Commission, Bob Phreaner and his wife, Ed Bowlby and 
Helle Andersen met at Cline Spit to survey the two Olympia oyster test plots established in September 
2017. Unfortunately, based on the test plots, the area was deemed unsuitable for Olympia oysters.   



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Island 
Month/Year: April 2018 
Submitted by: Anna Toledo 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): William Bell, Port of Coupeville Commissioner, was 
approved as a non-voting technical advisor. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
Meetings:  

- On April 3, Linda Rhodes provided an update on the Kelp Recovery Plan Workshop. The MRC 
also discussed plans for the Opportunity Fund. 

- On April 20, the MRC held an extra meeting to discuss the 2018-2019 work plan.  
 
Events: 

- Linda Rhodes presented on the bull kelp monitoring project at the Salish Sea Ecosystem 
Conference. Elsa Schwartz and Barb Bennett presented on citizen science and the MRC. 

- Linda Rhodes presented on the bull kelp monitoring project to the Board of Island County 
Commissioners. 

- The MRC shared an informational booth with the Island County Shore Friendly program at an 
Earth Day event on Saturday, April 21. 

- The MRC hosted a forum on aging shoreline structures in Coupeville on Saturday, April 21. The 
workshop will also be held on Camano on Saturday, April 28. The Coupeville forum drew over 40 
participants, and was well-received. The details of the Camano forum are below. 

Shoreline Stewardship: Solutions for Aging Bulkheads, Tidegates and Other Shoreline Structures 
Camano 
Saturday, April 28, 9:00am-12:30pm 
Utsalady Ladies Aid 
78 Utsalady Rd, Camano Island, WA 

RSVP to Anna Toledo, a.toledo@co.island.wa.us or 360-678-2349 
 

- The MRC is partnering with NWSF on a Shoreline Vegetation Workshop: 
Vegetation Management for Shoreline Landowners 
 Thursday, May 3, 6:00pm-8:00pm 
 Bayview Community Hall 

5642 Bayview Rd, Langley, WA 
 

Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  None. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 
Forage Fish: Ruth Richards is working with two new volunteers on Camano Island to lead the monitoring 
work for the Camano sites. 
 

mailto:a.toledo@co.island.wa.us


Pigeon Guillemot: The guillemot survey team is coordinating with Dr. Sarah Converse from UW who is 
interested in analyzing the guillemot data from the Island, Clallam, and South Sound surveys. With this 
data analysis, and ten years of in-depth summer data, the team will draw the role of the summer 
researcher to a close after summer 2018. 
 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc): None. 
 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): 

 
Hugh Shipman presents at MRC forum on aging shoreline structures. Credit: Anna Toledo 
 

 
Participants discuss shoreline questions with County staff around maps at MRC forum. Credit: Anna 
Toledo 



JCMRC Monthly Report 
County:  Jefferson 
Month/Year:  April 2018 
Submitted by:  Cheryl Lowe 
 
Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  

No changes. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights):   
 
Past Meetings & Events:   

• April 2, 2018 MRC monthly meeting (13 members/staff and 0 guests). Topics included MRC 
project updates and discussion about an MRC advisory letter to BOCC about water quality and 
nearshore concerns for the draft Pleasant Harbor Master Planned Resort proposal open for 
public comment. MRC voted and approved a final letter to be submitted to BOCC.  

• Executive Committee met on April 17 with Jackie, Sarah and Cheryl attending. 
• NWSC meeting is in San Juans in April. Sarah Fisken will check about call-in options. 
• 8 MRC members attended Salish Sea Conference, through their work or MRC assistance:  Cheryl 

Lowe (MRC), Sarah Fisken (work); Jackie Gardner/Al Bergstein/Andy Palmer (MRC-shared), Emily 
Bishop (work), Bob Simmons (work), Neil Harrington (work) 
 

Upcoming Meetings/Events:   
• May 1 next MRC meeting 
• May 11- Strait ERN LIO meeting 
• May 16 Olympia oyster Quilcene Bay shoreline survey with PSRF 
• May 17-19 Tentative dates for Quilcene Olympia oyster monitoring survey 
• June – Rain garden installation 
• June – Fort Townsend SP beach monitoring 
• June 30 Digging for Dinner #1 
• July 27 Digging for Dinner #2 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  
 NWSF Opportunity Fund proposal submitted to support water quality outreach. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing projects or any new projects identified): 

1. Monitoring: a) Fort Townsend Restoration: no update. b) Forage Fish Index Site (Adelma 
Beach):  Monthly monitoring April 21, 2018. c) Kelp:  No update.  

2. Rain Gardens:  Subcommittee finalized location of June installation, which will be in partnership 
with City of PT along a priority drainage. Still looking at site for Sept installation.  

3. Education & Outreach:   
a. Outreach Plan finalized and now being implemented. Cheryl presented info about MRC 

projects to WSU Beach Naturalists class on April 3, 2018 (23 students present) 
4. Olympia Oyster: (1) Discovery Bay:  Permit applications underway. (2) Quilcene Bay: 

Coordinating with PSRF for May low-tide surveys of Quilcene Bay shorelines. Recruiting local 
shoreline landowners to assist, which also serves an outreach effort.  Monitoring test plots at 
this site are also being scheduled for that same week. 



5. Voluntary No Anchor Zones:  MRC volunteers will deploy Port Townsend waterfront buoys on 
April 21, with donation of boat/skipper by Port of Port Townsend.  Results will be reported next 
month. 

 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc.):    
 
NWSF Shoreline Outreach Grant:  A number of shoreline landowner site visits are underway, following 
the March 22 Vegetation Workshop.  
 
Shoreline Landowner site visit: Andrea McLellan, Coastal Geologic Services, with 2 Jefferson County 
landowners.  (This landowner wanted advice on planting native vegetation on recently purchased 
property along edge of bluff.) 
 

 
 
  



JCMRC Monthly Report 
County:  Jefferson 
Month/Year:  March 2018 
Submitted by:  Cheryl Lowe 
 
Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  

No changes. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights):   
 
Past Meetings & Events:   

• March 6, 2018 MRC monthly meeting (13 members/staff and 7 guests attending). Guest 
speakers Roma Call and Sam Phillips from Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe talked about water 
quality and nearshore concerns related to the draft Pleasant Harbor Master Planned Resort 
proposal now open for public comment. The meeting agenda also included administrative and 
project updates. 

• March 20: Planting party with Friends of Fort Townsend Trail Crew at shoreline restoration site.  
10 volunteers plus Karl Fisch (Park Ranger) and Cheryl planted 200 bare-root dunegrass plugs 
near landing and bluff-toe edges at Fort Townsend restoration area.  Outcomes: 20 hrs total, 7 
of 10 volunteers new to MRC volunteer lists, and several volunteers said they learned new info 
about shoreline vegetation and process as part of the event. 

• March 22 (NWSF-funded): Public educational program on Vegetation Management for Shoreline 
Landowners. 49 attending. Evaluations still being tallied, but it is clear that a high number of 
attendees reported their ranking of value for native vegetation along shorelines and value of 
unarmored shorelines increased as a result of the workshop. Registration closed a week early 
due to room capacity, with a number of people asking for the class to be offered again.  

 
Other Meetings 
• Executive Committee met on March 20, with Ashley, Jackie, Sarah and Cheryl attending. 
• Sarah Fisken (NWSC Alt) attended the March 30th NWSC meeting at Padilla Bay. 
• MRC Subcommittee on Pleasant Harbor MPR developed draft advisory letter for BOCC for April 

MRC discussion and approval. 
 
Upcoming Meetings/Events:   

• Several members attending Salish Sea Conference. 
• Chumsortium Apr 5. 
• MRC presentation to WSU Beach Naturalists class, April 3, 2018 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  
 NWSF Opportunity Fund proposal submitted to support water quality outreach. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing projects or any new projects identified): 

1. Monitoring: a) Fort Townsend Restoration: forage fish done for season. See above for Feb 20th 
vegetation planting info, with some baseline photos taken for informal evaluation of success. b) 
Forage Fish Index Site (Adelma Beach):  Monthly monitoring completed March 16, 2018. c) 
Kelp:  Nothing new to report.  



2. Rain Gardens:  Subcommittee met March 8. & March 29, 2018.  Considering sites at Discovery 
Bay, Port Ludlow and a City of PT site aligned with their new stormwater plan.   

3. Education & Outreach:   
a. Digging for Dinner dates selected (end of June and late July) for partnering with WDFW.  
b. Outreach Plan finalized. 

4. Olympia Oyster: (1) Discovery Bay:  Permit applications underway. (2) Quilcene Bay: 
Coordinating with PSRF for May ow-tide surveys of Quilcene Bay shorelines.  

5. Voluntary No Anchor Zones:   
a. No update this month. 

 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc.):    
 
 
Fort Townsend shoreline vegetation planting crew: 
 

 
  



 
 

MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: San Juan County 
Month/Year: April 2018 
Submitted by: Frances C. Robertson, Marine Program Coordinator 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  
 

 Dr. Frances Robertson was hired as the MRC Coordinator and began her tenure March 26th 
2018.  

 Elise DuFour resigned from the MRC in April due to moving to California to pursue career 
opportunities.  

 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 

 The April MRC meeting was held in Friday Harbor on April 2nd.  Suzanne Stoike of Puget Sound 
Partnership presented to the group on Salmon Recovery.  
 

 Two MRC sub-committees met during April to forward their projects, these included the Boat-
noise subcommittee and the Orcas Landing subcommittee. 

 

 The Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference took place in Seattle 4-6 April. Four MRC members 
attended. Christina Koons, recent MRC member sponsored the screening of the two time Emmy 
Award winning film Sonic Sea, https://www.sonicsea.org, and the new film Hear Our Olympics, 
https://www.sprucetonefilms.com/hear-our-olympics/,  at the Seattle International Film Center 
(SIFF) during the Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference.  The panelists to discuss regional noise 
pollution issues following the films included Sheida Sahandy, Executive Director of the Puget 
Sound Partnership, Michael Jasny, Director of the Marine Mammal Protection Project for NRDC, 
Rob Smith, Director of the National Parks Conservation Association's Northwest Regional 
Office, Orla Robinson of the Port of Vancouver, Rob Williams of Oceans Initiative, and 
Val Veirs of Orcasound hydrophone network.  The panel was moderated by Joel Reynolds, 
Western Director and Senior Attorney for NRDC. Among the packed audience, attendees 
included people associated with dozens of non-profit groups, as well as Washington and British 
Columbia public agencies in Seattle for the conference. 
 

 The San Juan County MRC was represented by Phil Green on the San Juan Action Agenda 
Oversight Group/San Juan Local Integrating Organization (SJ-LIO).  

 

https://www.sonicsea.org/
https://www.sprucetonefilms.com/hear-our-olympics/


Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 

 The Marine Mammal Commission pre-proposal submitted in January 2018 was accepted for a 
full proposal. This was submitted on April 9th and notification is expected in July. The grant 
applied for is for $17,000 to help cover the costs of the whale-flag pilot project that we are 
planning to implement this summer.  

 

 Awarded a $10,000 grant from Northwest Straits Foundation to initialize the whale-flag pilot 
study. This grant will enable us to start producing flags and outreach material for distribution.  

 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 
Whale-flag project: Moving ahead with the next stages. The adoption of the BC whale-flag was approved 
by both members of the Boat-Noise subcommittee and the MRC membership. Support for the whale-
flag project has been attained from the Whale Museum and Soundwatch Boater Education Program, 
The Pacific Whale Watch Association, Island, Skagit and Whatcom MRCs as well as the NOAA Be Whale 
Wise Initiative.  We now expect to put the flag into production and develop the outreach and education 
campaign and training that will accompany use of the flag with those boating groups chosen as social 
leaders for this pilot study. We aim to begin the flag and outreach campaign on Memorial Day weekend, 
the first big boating weekend of the season.  
 
Orcas Landing project: Wording for the initial two outreach signs is in the process of being finalized and 
sent to the artist for incorporation into the sign design. A further two signs are in the early stages of 
design.  
 
 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc): 
 
The San Juan County look forward to participating in the upcoming Northwest Straits Commission 
meeting in Friday Harbor on the 27th April.  
 
 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Skagit 
Month/Year: April 2018 
Submitted by: Jamey Selleck/Tracy Alker 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): Morty Cohen announced that he will be resigning from the 
MRC in June and that his alternate, Rachel Best, will be taking his place as the MRC Project Lead for the 
Salish Sea Stewards. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 

• April 12- MRC Meeting Highlights: Kari Odden and Michael Kirshenbaum presented the Skagit Land 
Trust’s proposal for the ESRP Small Grant for the acquisition and protection of a shoreline property 
on Samish Island as part of a larger project.  The Committee also discussed project priorities and the 
budget for the 2018-2019 MRC Grant.  

• April 18- Kids on the Beach at the Fidalgo Bay Resort:  25 volunteers and 50 eighth grade 
students from Conway Middle School participated in the “Kids on the Beach event” at the 
Fidalgo Bay Resort.  They learned field techniques for collecting scientific data like beach seining 
and forage fish surveys. The students will be presenting their research at the Science 
Symposium on May 11 at the Fidalgo Bay Resort. 

Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): No Updates. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 

• Salish Sea Stewards:  Training started on March 20 and will run through May 22, 2018 at Padilla Bay.  
Classes are going really well.   Joan has done an excellent job running the program this year.  We’ve 
gotten a lot of great feedback from the class participants. Rachel Best will be taking over for Morty 
Cohen as the MRC Project Lead for the Salish Sea Stewards program in June. 

• Bowman Bay Nearshore Restoration:  Nearshore restoration monitoring continues. The Skagit 
Fisheries Enhancement Group (SFEG) hosted a planting party for a large group of 4th graders on April 
13th.  The plants, mostly dune grass and coastal strawberry, were provided by SFEG.  We are working 
on a contract with the SFEG to lead the monthly plant maintenance activities at the Bowman Bay 
restoration site this year which will mainly consist of weeding and watering with the help of 
volunteers.  

• Fidalgo Bay Day: Fidalgo Bay Day will be held September 15 this year at the Fidalgo Bay Resort.  Early 
event promotion has been initiated. Save the Date cards have been distributed. Event leads and 
organizations have been contacted and many have already confirmed that they will be participating 
this year.  

• Kids on the Beach Pilot Project:  Mira Lutz with One Ocean Environmental has been contracted to 
develop and implement the Kids on the Beach Pilot Project this year.  Mira has been doing a 
wonderful job connecting with the schools and students and getting this pilot program up and 
running in a really short time frame.  50 Conway middle school students are participating in the 
program.  Mount Baker Middle School was originally planning to participate as well, but ended up 
having to cancel due to too many scheduling conflicts.  The Conway students are learning how to 



design a research project, field research techniques, and data analysis. The students are working in 
teams and each team developed research proposals.  Mira selected the top two proposals for the 
students to follow.  Their field work activities took place on April 18th at the Fidalgo Bay Resort. The 
students learned beach seining and forage fish survey techniques, how to record data in their 
journals, and how to look for eggs under the microscope.  A huge thank you goes out to Jason 
Morgan and Pete Haase for recruiting and coordinating the volunteers and leading the field exercises.  
A science symposium will be held for the students to present their research on May 11, 2018 at the 
Fidalgo Bay Resort.   

• Olympia Oyster Restoration: Volunteers will be recruited to help with the annual monitoring 
sometime in April during low tide. Additional oyster shell will be distributed on the east side of 
Fidalgo Bay and Weaverling Spit in collaboration with the Puget Sound Restoration Fund and the 
Samish Tribe.  We are also hoping to transfer oysters over to the east side of March’s Point to try to 
establish a reproductive oyster plot in that location.   

• Pinto Abalone Restoration:  The Puget Sound Restoration Fund (PSRF) just finished up their field 
work. PSRF divers in collaboration with WDFW, surveyed all six abalone outplant restoration sites in 
Skagit County.  They also surveyed the outplant modules at Burrows Island to look at survival and 
growth of small abalone in an experiment investigating the introduction of younger, smaller hatchery 
cultured abalone.  15 new broodstock abalone were collected and delivered to the hatchery. The 
survey data will be analyzed and compiled into a final report. 

• Forage Fish Index Site Surveys:  Monthly surveys continue at Skagit MRC’s three Forage Fish Index 
sites:  Ship Harbor, Similk Bay on the Swinomish Reservation, and Samish Island.  The samples and 
data are sent to the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife for analysis.   

• Kayak Kelp Surveys:  It is anticipated that the surveys will start up again this summer. Jamey attended 
the Puget Sound Kelp Recovery Plan Workshop held in Seattle on March 20th and provided a report at 
the April 12th MRC meeting.  The Salish Sea Stewards training will cover the topic of kelp and kelp 
monitoring this year. 



 MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Snohomish  
Month/Year: April 2018   
Submitted by: Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson  
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): 
 
There have been no changes.  
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 
The MRC executive team held an MRC Executive Call March 28. Kathleen Pozarycki, Elisa Dawson, Sarah 
Brown, Bob Hillmann, and Mike Ehlebracht were on the call. The focus of the call was to narrow down 
ideas for the MRC 2018-2019 Grant. The Executive Team discussed ideas, and will share their ideas with 
the MRC at the April meeting.  
 
Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson held a conference call with Zackary Rago from the Chasing Coral 
team on March 28th. The focus of the call was to discuss logistics for the April 25th event which Zackary 
will serve as the Guest Speaker for.  
 
The MRC submitted two Near Term Action (NTAs) to the Puget Sound Partnership on March 29th. NTA 
2018-0584 Snohomish Estuary Derelict Vessel Removal was submitted for removing function-limiting 
derelict vessels from prioritized sites in the Snohomish River estuary to protect and restore critical 
habitat for salmon population. This NTA builds upon derelict vessel removal done with funds received 
from the 2016 round of NTAs. NTA 2018-0589 Snohomish Estuary Creosote Piling Removal Planning, 
Prioritization, and Removal was submitted for removing function-limiting creosote pilings from 
prioritized sites in the Snohomish River estuary to protect and restore critical habitat for salmon 
population. This NTA includes a planning phase and a demonstration project of creosote piling removal 
in the Snohomish River Estuary.  
 
MRC members and staff attended the Salish Sea Conference April 4-6. Kathleen Pozarycki, Elisa Dawson, 
Sarah Brown, Craig Wollam, Traci Sanderson, and Debbie Hopkins were all able to attend either part, or 
all, of the conference. Although the MRC did not present this year, MRC projects were represented in 
the Kelp presentation, and Traci Sanderson participated in the Poster Session with Confluence 
Environmental.  
 
Kathleen Pozarycki, Elisa Dawson, Franchesca Perez, and Traci Sanderson (forage fish lead) held a 
conference call on April 16. The purpose of the call was to discuss creating a plan to work with the MRC 
on-call consultant to analyze forage fish data. Traci Sanderson will create a draft scope of work which 
will be used to create a cost estimate for the analysis. The analysis will focus on better understanding 
the relationship between grain size, presence and absence of eggs, and the movement of sand 
throughout the project area.  
 
Traci Sanderson took the MRC took the monthly forage fish Index Site sample on April 18, 2018. She also 
completed the sample blue vortexing. Due to staff changes at WDFW, the MRC will hold onto the 
sample and data until further guidance is given by WDFW. 
 



The MRC held their monthly meeting on April 18, 2018. In attendance were MRC members Sarah Brown, 
Laura Gurley, Tom Doerge, Cathy Stanley, Franchesca Perez, Susan Tarpley, Debbie Hopkins, Craig 
Wollam, and Paul Clampitt. Michael Ehlebracht, Traci Sanderson, and Bob Hillmann were unable to 
make the meeting. The meeting focused on finalizing a project idea for the MRC 2018-2019 grant. After 
deliberation, the MRC decided to focus on the creation of Public Service Announcements (PSAs) that can 
be shared at venues such as regional movie theaters for their grant. The MRC will research costs for 
creating videos and costs for PSAs at theaters. A grant subcommittee was created which consists of 
Kathleen Pozarycki, Elisa Dawson, Francesca Perez, Susan Tarpley, Paul Clampitt, and Laura Gurley.  
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 
No updates at this time.   
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified):  
Nearshore Beach Restoration Project: No updates at this time.  
 
Nearshore Restoration Estuary and Salmon Recovery Program (ESRP) Learning Grant and Forage Fish 
Monitoring: SWM staff continue to work with a team of researchers from the University of Washington 
on the ESRP grant. SWM submitted a letter of support for grant match to the ESRP team for $22,000 
over a two year timeframe. Elisa is planning field work days in June with the UW team.  
 
Oil Spill Prevention, Preparedness and Response:  No updates at this time.   
 
Snohomish Estuary Project: SWM staff continues to work address edits to an updated contract after 
concerns were identified by risk management prior to posting boats. Once the contract is finalized, a 
bids will be accepted and a contractor will be chosen. After a contractor is chosen, the eight boats 
identified for removal can be posted.  
 
Port Susan: Lisa Kaufman submitted a regional NTA proposal on shoreline armoring. The Snohomish 
MRC has partnered with Lisa’s regional NTA for projects in Port Susan. The MRC submitted two letters of 
support for Shoreline Near Term Projects being submitted by the Northwest Straits Foundation. These 
letters of support are for the Shoreline Armor Reduction Program (SHARP), and a Shoreline Effectiveness 
Monitoring Program. 
 
Kelp Project: MRC Kelp data was used for a presentation by the Northwest Straits Commission at the 
Salish Sea Conference.  The MRC is preparing for the summer 2018 monitoring season. 
 
MRC Grant 2017-2018 Ocean Literacy and MyCoast Monitoring: The MRC has completed 4 of the 6 
evening movie events. The last two events will be a screening of Chasing Coral at UW Bothell (April 22) 
and Everett Community College (April 25). The MRC continues to do outreach for these last two events. 
New posters were created for the Chasing Coral Films, and newspaper ads were put in the paper.  
 
 



 
 
 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Whatcom 
Month/Year:  April 2018 
Submitted by:  Austin Rose 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  
 
There remains to be a vacancy for an Economic position.  The position is advertised on the Whatcom 
MRC and Whatcom County Executive’s websites. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 

• Eleanor Hines and Bob Seaman will be attending an advisory team meeting who have the ability 
to significantly reduce local land-based sources of marine debris in the Salish Sea (to be held on 
May 7 in Burnaby BC).  This meeting is being facilitated by Ocean Wise 

 
• On May 3, the MRC will host Ginny Broadhurst, Salish Sea Institute, Director, who will be 

presenting information on the Salish Sea Institute as part of the MRC/WWIN Public Speaker 
Series. 
 

• Eleanor Hines attended the first workshop to create the NWSI Puget Sound Kelp Recovery Plan 
(March 20). 
 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 
N/A 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 

• An ad hoc meeting was held to finalize the logistics for the seeding Olympia oyster in N. 
Chuckanut Bay in designated test plots.   The oysters will be retrieved from Fidalgo Bay on May 
16th and deployed in Chuckanut Bay on May 17th. 
 

• The interpretive signs for Jerry’s Journey will be installed in Birch Bay State Park (BBSP) April 23-
24.  A volunteer has been conducting a pre-installation survey with (BBSP) visitors so the MRC 
can have some baseline data on visitor knowledge of Birch Bay history and ecology.  A ribbon 
cutting ceremony, including Jerry’s family, will be incorporated into Birch Bay Beach Fest and 
Feast on June 2. 

 
• Atina Casas and MRC Staff met with WCPW staff to discuss the future of water quality sampling 

in N. Chuckanut Bay, a project components to consider for the 2018-19 season. 
 

• A press release for the 2018 N. Sound Stewards season has been distributed. The press release 
includes statements from MRC member Chris Brown. 
 
 

 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc) 



 
 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): 
 
 

 
Bob Seaman and Eleanor Hines joined a group of volunteers for a cleanup at Maritime Heritage Park in 

Bellingham.  Volunteers collected data for the Clean Swell App and worked with partners from BC 
Canada (Ocean Wise and the Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup).  Photo credit: Olivia Latimer, WWU 

Surfrider Club. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Commission staff highlights - April 2018  

 
Kelp project update 
There will be a kelp monitoring WebEx on May 9.   
 
Kelp Recovery Plan  
Lucas scheduled the next Kelp Recovery Plan workshop for June 8th. The workshop will be by invite. 
Contact Lucas with any questions hart@nwstraits.org 
  
MRC Grants 
Sasha sent the 2018-19 Request for Proposals out to MRC staff on March 16. Commission staff are 
currently coordinating with MRCs on preliminary consultations, and presentations to the Commission are 
planned for the next in-person meeting in June (Island County).  
 
Net Ecosystem Improvement 
The Ecosystem Coordinator was filled by Dan van Hees who started at the beginning of April.  
 
Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference  
All Commission staff attended the conference and provided support to the conference through contributed 
hours volunteering for session support, social media and other tasks. The Commission supported 
registration for a representative from each of the MRCs. A conference feedback survey is now out for 
those who attended, click this link to take the survey:  https://bit.ly/2J7CGve   
 
Strategic planning  
The strategic planning committee held a call on March 14th to discuss next steps. The NWSI retreat 
highlighted several areas of interest that the Initiative may consider focusing on over the next five years. 
Lucas will summarize outcomes of the retreat and the planning committee will bring ideas to MRC 
meetings for further input in May and June.  
 
2018 Northwest Straits Initiative Retreat 
The Commission and Foundation Board retreat was held March 1-2. Commission staff are preparing a 
summary of the actions and next steps that were identified at the retreat.  
 
2018 MRC Conference  
The 2018 MRC Conference is scheduled for November 16-17 at Fort Worden in Jefferson County. Nicole 
has secured the facility as a first step, and in the spring staff will begin planning the conference program.  
 

mailto:hart@nwstraits.org
https://bit.ly/2J7CGve


 
 

Commission staff highlights - April 2018  

 
Meeting attendance 
On April 3rd, Lucas updated the Farallones Islands Marine Sanctuary Education Coordinator on the Puget 
Sound Kelp Recovery plan process as a template to be used in California.  
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