
 
agenda 

 
 

Meeting:  Northwest Straits Commission 
Location:  WebEx Conference Call 
Date:  May 25, 2018 
Time:  10:00 am to 12:00 pm 
 

To join the WebEx meeting, click here. Enter your name and email address and click “Join.” 
For audio conference only, dial: 1-240-454-0887 access code: 806 466 150   

 
10:00-10:10   Welcome and Introductions 

Approval of March and April minutes 
Paul Clampitt 

10:10-10:25 NWSC Committee Reports 
Executive Committee 
External Relations Committee 
Science Advisory Committee 

 
Alan Clark  
Tom Cowan 
Ron Thom 

10:25-10:30 Puget Sound Day on the Hill update Lucas Hart 

10:30-10:45  Acidification Nearshore Monitoring Network 
(AnEMoNe) Project 

Micah Horwith, Department of 
Natural Resources  

10:45-11:15 MRC Reports MRC Representatives 

11:15-11:20 Puget Sound Partnership update Karin Berkholtz, Puget Sound 
Partnership   

11:20-11:30 NWS Foundation update Caroline Gibson 

11:30-11:45 Business Items 
Kelp Monitoring/Recovery Plan (Lucas) 
Marine Debris (Lucas) 
Forage fish training (Lucas)  
2018 grants update (Sasha)   
20th Anniversary (Sasha) 
2018 MRC Conference survey (Sasha)  
Strategic planning (Lucas)  
Net Ecosystem Improvement (Lucas)  
 

Staff  

11:50-12:00 Public Comment  All  

 

https://watech.webex.com/watech/j.php?MTID=m6d51b23634fe04c7fe2a5115e49931ba


 
minutes 

 
 

March 30, 2018 • 10:00 AM-4:00 PM 
Big Room, Padilla Bay Reserve 

Northwest Straits Commission meeting   
Attendees: 
Commission Members: Nan McKay (Chair), Jamey Selleck (Skagit, Vice-Chair), Jerry Masters, Alan Clark 
(Clallam), Elsa Schwartz (Island), Ron Thom, Sarah Fisken (Jefferson-Alternate), Paul Clampitt (Snohomish), 
Ken Carrasco (San Juan), Bob Cecile (Whatcom), Terry Williams (Tribal-Alternate) 
Commission Staff: Nicole Jordan, Sasha Horst  
Others in Attendance: Kathleen Pozarycki, Simon Geerlofs, Caroline Gibson (Northwest Straits Foundation), 
Terry Stevens (Director, Padilla Bay Reserve), Lucas Hart 
Absent: Sheida Sahandy (Puget Sound Partnership) 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
Nan opened the meeting and facilitated introductions.  
 
The minutes from the January Northwest Straits Commission meeting were approved as written.   
 
MRC updates 
Each MRC provided brief updates on current projects. Full MRC reports and committee reports are available 
here: https://bit.ly/2uCvGUK  
 
Public comment  
There was no public comment.  
 
Director Candidate interviews 
The Commission reviewed three candidates for the Commission Director position. Each candidate provided a 
short five minute presentation and was asked a series of questions from Commissioners. After interviews, 
the Commissioners and hiring committee went into executive session to make the final decision. met to 
discuss options and make the final recommendation to the Department of Ecology. 

 
 

*The next Commission meeting will be from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM on April 27 in San Juan County. * 
 

 
 

https://bit.ly/2uCvGUK
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April 27, 2018 • 11:00 AM-3:45 PM 
Brickworks, 150 Nichols St, Friday Harbor, WA 98250 

Northwest Straits Commission meeting   
Attendees: 
Commission Members: Nan McKay (Chair), Jamey Selleck (Skagit, Vice-Chair), Jerry Masters, Elsa Schwartz 
(Island), Ron Thom, Paul Clampitt (Snohomish), Ken Carrasco (San Juan), Bob Cecile (Whatcom) 
Commission Staff: Nicole Jordan, Sasha Horst, Lucas Hart, Dan van Hees 
Others in Attendance: Suzanna Stoike (Puget Sound Partnership), Jamie Stephens (San Juan County Council), 
Caroline Gibson (Northwest Straits Foundation), Terrie Klinger (UW School of Marine and Environmental 
Affairs), Kendra Smith (San Juan County staff), Frances Robertson (San Juan MRC staff), Terry Turner (San 
Juan MRC member), Laura Jo Severson (San Juan MRC member) 
Absent: Sheida Sahandy (Puget Sound Partnership), Cecelia Gobin (Tribal), Jeff Taylor (Jefferson), Alan Clark 
(Clallam)  
 
Welcome and Introductions 
Nan opened the meeting and facilitated introductions.  
 
The minutes from the March Northwest Straits Commission meeting were reviewed and revisions requested 
before approval. The revised minutes will be included in the May Commission meeting materials for 
approval.  
 
Jamie Stephens, San Juan County Council, welcomed the Commission to San Juan County and affirmed his 
support in the San Juan MRC and the Northwest Straits Initiative.  
 
Director update 
Lucas introduced himself as the new director and provided an update on his priorities for the next few 
months, which includes filling the now-vacated marine program manager position and preparing for Puget 
Sound Day on the Hill.  
 
Committee reports 
 
Executive Committee  
Jamey said the committee discussed the hiring of a new director, planning the 2018 MRC Conference 
scheduled for this November and the upcoming MRC grants. The Commission and Foundation had a joint 
executive committee meeting on April 17. 
 Action: Those interested in joining the 2018 MRC Conference Planning Committee or contributing 

suggestions for speakers/sessions can contact Sasha Horst at horst@nwstraits.org.  
 
Science Advisory Committee 
Ron said the committee’s recent meeting was focused on the Net Ecosystem Improvement (NEI) project and 
the hiring of the new Ecosystem Coordinator for the Northwest Straits Commission, Dan van Hees. 
 
 
 

mailto:horst@nwstraits.org
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External Relations Committee  
Tom said the committee will be meeting to reestablish priorities for the coming year including securing state 
funding. He confirmed Senator Ranker was invited to attend the 2018 MRC Conference and has it on his 
calendar.  
 
Commission elections 
Commission elections brought two members into new leadership roles; Paul Clampitt of the Snohomish MRC 
as chair, and Alan Clark of the Clallam MRC as vice chair. 
 
Public comment  
A staff member from Lime Kiln commented on what a great platform it is for education. She invited people to 
mark their calendars for their centennial celebration on June 30, 2019. 
 
Terry Turner spoke to his interest in electric ferries as someone who works for the power utility in San Juan. 
He is interested in whether people are thinking more about power generation, including tidal energy.  
 
Jamey Selleck took a moment to acknowledge Susan Williams, a marine ecology researcher with personal 
and professional ties to San Juan, who died in a car accident in California.  
 
Northwest Straits Foundation (NWSF) update 
The NWSF awarded several MRCs grants through the MRC Opportunity Fund including a $10,000 award to 
San Juan MRC for their whale flag boater education project. Foundation staff are working on an application 
to Boeing for MRC stormwater management projects in Snohomish, Island and Skagit counties. Thank you to 
the MRCs who have used the Northwest Straits Initiative information signup sheets at events. A new 
communications internship is now available which focuses on coordination and promotion of MRC work that 
supports the recovery of Southern Resident Killer Whales.  
 Action: Those interested in the communication internship can contact Caroline Gibson for more 

information at gibson@nwstraitsfoundation.org.  
 
MRC updates 
Each MRC provided brief updates on current projects. Full MRC reports and committee reports are available 
here: https://bit.ly/2JMCWzX  
 
Clallam 
The MRC provided a written report. Two eight-hour oiled wildlife trainings were held for March 24 and 31–a 
total of 16 volunteers participated in the first training and 13 volunteers in the second training. The MRC will 
have a booth at the Celebration of Science and Technology event at Port Angeles Pier on April 28. 
 
Island 
Elsa said William Bell, Port of Coupeville Commissioner, was approved as a non-voting technical advisor. 
Linda Rhodes presented on the bull kelp monitoring project to the Board of Island County Commissioners. 
Ruth Richards is working with two new volunteers on Camano Island to lead the forage fish monitoring work 
for the Camano sites. 
 

mailto:gibson@nwstraitsfoundation.org
https://bit.ly/2JMCWzX
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Jefferson 
The MRC provided a written report. MRC volunteers will deploy Port Townsend waterfront voluntary no 
anchor zone buoys on April 21, with donation of boat/skipper by Port of Port Townsend. A subcommittee 
finalized the location of June raingarden installation, which will be in partnership with City of Port Townsend. 
 
San Juan 
Ken introduced the new San Juan MRC lead staff, Dr. Frances Robertson. Two MRC sub-committees met 
during April to forward their projects, these included the boat-noise subcommittee and the Orcas Landing 
subcommittee. The MRC is moving forward on a whale-flag project: Moving ahead with the next stages. 
 
Skagit 
Jamey said Morty Cohen is stepping down from the MRC in June and that his alternate, Rachel Best, will be 
taking his place as the MRC Project Lead for the Salish Sea Stewards. Twenty-five volunteers and 50 eighth 
grade students from Conway Middle School participated in the Kids on the Beach event at the Fidalgo Bay 
Resort.  
 
Snohomish  
Paul said the MRC is working on derelict fishing boat removal. After a contractor is chosen, the eight boats 
identified for removal can be posted. Traci Sanderson took the monthly forage fish index site sample on April 
18, 2018 and completed the sample blue vortexing. The MRC held the last of their ocean literacy evening 
movie events. 
 
Whatcom  
Bob said there is still a vacancy for an economic position on the MRC.  An ad hoc meeting was held to finalize 
the logistics for the seeding Olympia oyster in North Chuckanut Bay in designated test plots. The oysters will 
be retrieved from Fidalgo Bay on May 16 and deployed in Chuckanut Bay on May 17. 
 
Puget Sound Partnership (PSP)  
Suzanna provided an update behalf of the PSP. The solicitation for Near Term Actions (NTAs) is now closed 
and proposals are under review. A draft Action Agenda will be available in September. Jenna Judge was hired 
as the new monitoring lead for the Puget Sound Ecosystem Monitoring Program (PSEMP). 
 
San Juan MRC Presentation-Southern Resident Killer Whales 
Kendra Smith, San Juan County staff, presented on the history of Southern Resident Killer Whales in San Juan 
County. The whales are an integral part of San Juan’s identity and bring thousands of dollars in tourism 
money every year.  
 
Frances Robertson, San Juan MRC staff, presented on an MRC project focused on improving boater 
education around the whales. The MRC intends to extend their most frequently hit rock outreach map to 
encompass the whale wise information. 
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Sea Grant-Director update 
Terrie Klinger, Director of UW School of Marine and Environmental Affairs, said UW College of the 
Environment and Washington Sea Grant are conducting a search for a new director to replace retiring 
director, Penny Dalton. They are currently seeking input from partners on key attributes of a new director. 
 Action: Those interested in providing input can click here to fill out a brief survey.  

 
Business items 
MRC Grants 
Sasha sent the 2018-19 Request for Proposals out to MRC staff on March 16. Commission staff are currently 
coordinating with MRCs on preliminary consultations, and presentations to the Commission are planned for 
the next in-person meeting in June (Island County). 
 
MRC Kelp Monitoring WebEx May 9 
A WebEx is scheduled for May 9 from 9:00-11:00 AM, focused on where MRC kelp monitoring data is 
currently. For more information contact Nicole Jordan at jordan@nwstraits.org. 
 
Net Ecosystem Improvement (NEI) 
Dan van Hees, the new Ecosystem Coordinator focusing on the Net Ecosystem Improvement (NEI) Project, 
will be traveling to the MRCs over the next few months. Learn more about the project 
here: https://bit.ly/2roqmQb. 
 
Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference recap  
Nicole sent out a survey to capture feedback from Northwest Straits Initiative members who attended the 
Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference. If you attended, click this link to take the survey: https://bit.ly/2J7CGve. 
 

Round table 
The Washington Blue Ribbon Panel on Ocean Acidification recently updated their report, which outlines 
strategies for combatting ocean acidification. The Marine Resources Advisory Council (MRAC) contacted 
Northwest Straits to reach MRCs with a briefing. The meeting will take place on May 22 over WebEx. Contact 
Nicole Jordan for more information at jordan@nwstraits.org. 

 
*The next Commission meeting will be from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM on May 25 over WebEx. * 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1PHeBS5VcX0ynt9ar6NzYsTo807UaeZu-amTUHW5jSsY/viewform?edit_requested=true
mailto:jordan@nwstraits.org
https://bit.ly/2roqmQb
https://bit.ly/2J7CGve


 
 

Executive Committee Meeting 
May 7, 2018 • 11:00am-12:00pm 

Conference call  
 
Committee Members: Ron Thom, Tom Cowan, Paul Clampitt, Alan Clark 
Commission Staff/Support: Lucas Hart, Sasha Horst, Nicole Jordan, Caroline Gibson, Terry Stevens   
 
Commission program involvement policy  
Lucas said he is working on the program involvement policy.  
 Action: Lucas will send the policy to the Executive Committee.  

 
MRC Conference  
The MRC Conference Planning Committee (Nan McKay, Caroline Gibson, Lucas Hart, Tarrell Kullaway, Sasha Horst, 
Emily Bishop and Cecilia Gobin) met and are working on the primary formation of an agenda. Sasha is gathering 
necessary planning documents. A survey will be sent in June to help prioritize sessions and topics for the 
conference content. Caroline said Tulalip agreed to be the title sponsorship. An invite was extended to Senator 
Murray.  
 Action: Those with ideas on prospective invitees should send them to Commission staff.  

 
September Leadership Council meeting in Skagit field trip  
The Leadership Council of the Puget Sound Partnership is meeting in Skagit in September and want a field trip to 
the San Juan Islands. Lucas is working with Frances Robertson, San Juan MRC staff, to coordinate a field trip in the 
San Juans.  
 
2018-2019 budget 
Staff are working on the 2018-1029 grant agreement with the Puget Sound Partnership. A draft will be sent to the 
Executive Committee when ready.  
 
Puget Sound Day on the Hill 
Northwest Straits Initiative representation will include Jerry Masters, Lucas Hart and Kathleen Pozarycki. The 
group is scheduled to meet with Senator Patty Murray. External Relations Committee will meet before the trip to 
discuss priorities.  
 
The future of derelict gear project 
The Foundation and Commission Executive Committees met in April to discuss the future the project. 
 
Upcoming meeting with Will Stelle and Terry Williams  
Nan McKay, Tom Cowan, Caroline Gibson and Lucas Hart plan to meet with Terry Williams and Will Stelle to 
discuss strategies for long term funding for the Northwest Straits Initiative.   
 

***The next Executive Committee Meeting will be a conference call on June 4 from 11:00am-12:00pm *** 
 
 



MRC Monthly Report 
County: Clallam 

Month/Year: May 2018 

Submitted by: Cathy Lear and Helle Andersen 

Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  None. The position held by Bob Campbell is still vacant. 

Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): Clallam MRC had a booth at the Celebration of 
Science and Technology event at Port Angeles Pier April 28th. Jeff Ward and Mike Doherty observed the 
CANUSPAC exercise in Port Angeles (agenda attached). 

MRC Meeting: The meeting will be held May 21st in the large conference room in the Port Angeles 
Courthouse. Topics on the April agenda include introduction of Tarrell Kullaway, election of Clallam MRC 
officials, the 2018 summer intern program, approval of the 2018-19 NWSC grant application, NWSC 
update and project updates. 

LIO/ERN Meeting:  Cathy Lear participated in the quarterly LIO meeting May 11, 2018. 

Funding Updates: (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  Clallam MRC 
will be submitting the final NWSC proposal May 22nd.  

Project Updates:  
Forage Fish Surveys:  The May forage fish sampling took place May 15th at Ediz Hook and Elwha Beach 
and May 16th at Cline Spit. Clallam MRC is currently holding all samples because WDFW has not 
announced a replacement for Erin Dilworth. 

Pigeon Guillemot:  May 11 Clallam MRC and the Olympic Peninsula Audubon Society held a pigeon 
guillemot training for the 2018 season volunteers. 

Elwha Beach:   Clallam MRC continues to conduct the bimonthly dog waste surveys.  

Shellfish Biotoxin: Clallam MRC continues to conduct the bimonthly shellfish monitoring at Pillar Point. 

Internship Program:   Clallam MRC has received 11 applicants for the summer intern program. The 
deadline for the application is May 18th and the internships will commence Monday June 18th. A 
subcommittee including Jeff Ward, Ed Bowlby, Alan Clark, Arnold Schouten and Lyn Muench will review 
the applications, interview the applicants and select the five interns.   



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Island 
Month/Year: May 2018 
Submitted by: Anna Toledo 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): None. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
Meetings:  

- On May 1, Snohomish County MRC presented on the MyCoast cell phone application. IC MRC 
also debriefed from the Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference, and decided to shift future meeting 
times by 30 minutes, to meet from 3-5pm. 

 
Events: 

- The MRC partnered with NWSF on a shoreline vegetation management workshop which brought 
about 40 attendees. 

- A pigeon guillemot volunteer training was held on May 8th. 
- The MRC hosted a forum on aging shoreline structures in Coupeville on Saturday, April 21 and 

on Camano on Saturday, April 28. The Coupeville forum had 43 attendees, and the Camano 
forum had 36. 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  None. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 
Forage Fish: Ruth Richards has identified two new volunteers to lead monitoring at the Camano Island 
sites. Three volunteers will participate in the WDFW training. 
 
Bull Kelp: Volunteer pairs have been identified to conduct kayak surveys this summer. 
 
Eelgrass: The eelgrass team will be conducting underwater videography and sonar at four sites: Cornet 
Bay, Penn Cove, Holmes Harbor, and Seahorse Siesta. Aerial photography will be taken of the shorelines 
of Whidbey and Camano Islands. 
 
Pigeon Guillemot: The guillemot survey team is preparing for summer surveys and the hiring of the 
summer researcher. 
 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc): None. 
 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): 
 
 



 
The kiosk at Libbey Beach Park, funded through the MRC grant, is populated with bilingual (English and 
Korean) guidance for sustainable kelp and seaweed harvest, and information about bull kelp as habitat. 
Credit: Linda Rhodes  
 

 
Dawn Spilsbury Pucci, Island County Salmon Recovery Lead Entity Coordinator, presents at the MRC 
forum on aging shoreline structures on Camano. Credit: Anna Toledo 



JCMRC Monthly Report 
County:  Jefferson 
Month/Year:  May 2018 
Submitted by:  Cheryl Lowe 
 
Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  
 
Dale Moses completed his 4-year term and is not renewing. Troy McKelvey will be taking over as MRC 
lead for the Voluntary No-anchor Zone project. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights):   
 
Past Meetings & Events:   

• May 1, 2018  MRC monthly meeting (20 members/staff and 1 guest). Topics included MRC 
project updates and a good discussion about proposed revisions to MRC membership structure.  

• Executive Committee will meet on May 22. 
• NWSC meeting May 25—not sure yet which Jefferson MRC rep will call-in. 
• Cheryl attended the Strait ERN meeting on May 11, 2018 
• See Olympia oyster task below for May 16 & May 18thh Olympia oyster events 

 
Upcoming Meetings/Events:   

• June 25-26 – Rain garden installation 
• June 27-28 – Fort Townsend SP beach monitoring 
• June 30 Digging for Dinner #1 
• July 27 Digging for Dinner #2 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  

NWSF Opportunity Fund proposal funded. Details being worked out now for assistant to help 
with water quality/stormwater outreach efforts over the next 5 months. 

 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing projects or any new projects identified): 

1. Monitoring: a) Fort Townsend Restoration: No update. b) Forage Fish Index Site (Adelma 
Beach):  Monthly monitoring scheduled for late May 2018. c) Kelp:  Judy Surber & Cheryl Lowe 
participated in NWSC Kelp webinar, Judy is getting the team organized for June monitoring.  

2. Rain Gardens:  Subcommittee working with WSU Extension staff for June 26th installation. 
Installation will be in partnership with City of PT along a priority drainage in uptown Port 
Townsend. Still considering options for Sept installation.  

3. Education & Outreach:   
a. (NWSF) Several site visits with shoreline landowners as part of the NWSF SHARP grant 

took place this month. Mostly focused on shoreline vegetation recommendations. 
b. Digging for Dinner publicity for June and July events is gearing up. On-line registration is 

now set up and PR is underway. 
c. Engaged new local residents in Olympia oyster work. Four (4) new volunteers from the 

Quilcene area assisted with reconnaissance survey on May 16.  PT Leader reporter 
attended the event. (We hope to see an article in the next few weeks—CBL, May 17.) 



Eight (8) new volunteers from south Jefferson County will be assisting with monitoring 
test plots on May 18.  

d. Initial planning begun for Wooden Boat Festival activity. 
4. Olympia Oyster: (1) Discovery Bay:  Permit applications underway. (2) Quilcene Bay: Beautiful 

day for the PSRF/WDFW/MRC May 16th reconnaissance surveys of Quilcene Bay shorelines. 
Recruited local residents to assist through local list-serv outreach by MRC member Jackie 
Gardner.  Four teams each walked a section of beach recording locations and information about 
Olympia oysters. PSRF is compiling data. Many thanks to WDFW staff Chris Eardley and Brady 
Blake, PSRF staff Brian Allen and Betsy Peabody, and MRC members Jackie Gardner, Neil 
Harrington and Frank Handler, along with MRC staff and 4 community volunteers. Monitoring 
Olympia oyster test plots (north of the reconnaissance work) is scheduled for May 18, with 
WDFW staff assisting.  

5. Voluntary No Anchor Zones:  Four MRC members successfully installed all 10 summer Port 
Townsend waterfront buoys on April 21.  Many thanks to Steve Tucker operating the Port of PT’s 
boat, Gordon King, Andy Palmer and Dale Moses.  Al Bergstein and a friend took video and did 
some overhead drone video as well.  The first eight buoys were normal change-outs and the 
team probably set a new time record of about two hours.  

 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc.):    
 
 
Voluntary No-anchor Zone buoy installation along Port Townsend waterfront on April 21:  
L-R Steve Tucker, Andy Palmer, Dale Moses & Gordon King.  Photos by Al Bergstein. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Voluntary No-anchor Zone buoy installation along Port Townsend waterfront.  Photos by Al Bergstein. 

 
 
Olympia oyster reconnaissance team for Quilcene Bay on May 16, 2018. Photo by Cheryl Lowe 

 
 
Shoreline Reconnaissance Survey work (Chris Eardley and Betsy Peabody). Photo by Cheryl Lowe 
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MRC Monthly Report 

 
County: San Juan County 
Month/Year: May 2018 
Submitted by: Frances C. Robertson, Marine Program Coordinator 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  
 

 There have been no changes to the MRC membership this month.  
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 

 The May MRC meeting was held in Friday Harbor on May 2nd.  The MRC, in their additional 
capacity as Citizens Advisory Group met with the Technical Working Group and the County’s 
Lead Entity to learn more about the current SFRB grant applications. In addition to presentations 
from each grant proponent there were also field trips to four sites; one on San Juan Island and 
three on Lopez so that members of the TAG and the MRC could see proposed project sites first 
hand and have the opportunity to ask further questions and understand more about the 
projects. Photos from these field trips have been included at the end of this report 
 

 The Boat-Noise subcommittee met in mid-May to discuss the progress of the Whale Warning 
Flag pilot study and discuss the extended ¼ mile voluntary no boater zone on the West side of 
San Juan Island. This zone, part of the MSA has been extended to Cattle Point in line with the 
update Pacific Whale Watchers Association Guidelines. The MRC, County, WDFW, and NOAA are 
collaborating to finalize a clear message surrounding the timing and vessel type expectations 
regarding this zone.  
 

 On April 27th Friday Harbor hosted the Northwest Straits Commission meeting. The San Juan 
Island MRC had the opportunity to interact with the Commission and present their SRKW 
initiatives to the Commission and members of the public that attended.  

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 
There were no new funding updates for May 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 
Whale-flag project: This project is ramping up for full initiation through the month of June, to coincide 
with Orca Awareness Month. 500 flags for vessels have been ordered and a further 10 larger flags for 
land-based stations are due to be ordered also after the approval of the Boat-Noise subcommittee in 
mid-May.  The Boat-Noise subcommittee is now working closely with the project partners including the 
Whale Museum and Soundwatch Boater Education Program, WDFW, The Pacific Whale Watch 
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Association, and the NOAA Be Whale Wise Initiative to finalize the outreach program and begin its’ 
implementation. Outreach material is in the final stages of design along with the pre-and post-survey. 
Flags will be  
available for boaters by mid-June and the outreach and education component has been initiated with 
the inclusion of the Whale Warning Flag information in the Kayak Education and Leadership Program 
(KELP) training material for local kayak guides. The pre-survey will run through the month of June. The 
San Juan MRC will be coordinating with Skagit and Whatcom MRCs in the coming weeks regarding their 
assistance in disseminating the Be Whale Wise and Whale Flag information in their respective Counties.  

 
 
Orcas Landing Project: The Sub-committe sent finalized text for one information panel to the artist who 
is currently working to finalize the design work and begin the painting for the panel. The second panel is 
close to finalization and is currently with the Tulalip and Swinomish Tribes for their input.  
 
Photos: 
 

 
Figure 1  Members of the MRC and TAG groups learning about a Nearshore Armor Removal Feasibility study at False Bay. This is 
project was initiated with seed money from the MRC and is looking to restore beach building processes for forage fish. Photo: F. 
Robertson, SJI-MRC 
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Figure 2 MRC and TAG members landing at a proposed project side on Lopez Island. Photo: F. Robertson 

 
Figure 3 MRC and TAG members listening to a project proponent go into further detail and answer questions at their proposed 

project site on Lopez Island. Photo: F. Robertson 
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Figure 4 Members of the MRC and TAG learning about a beach restoration site on Lopez Island that if successful would be 
beneficial to for forage fish spawning habitat. Photo: F. Robertson 

 

 
Figure 5 Members of the MRC and TAG learning about a beach restoration site on Lopez Island that if successful would be 

beneficial to for forage fish spawning habitat. Photo: F. Robertson 
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Figure 6 Members of the MRC and TAG learning about a beach restoration site on Lopez Island that if successful would be 

beneficial to for forage fish spawning habitat. Photo: F. Robertson 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Skagit 
Month/Year: May 2018 
Submitted by: Nate Biletnikoff/Tracy Alker 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): The MRC appointed Nate Biletnikoff as the new NWSC 
Representative and Jude Apple as the NWSC Alternate. The MRC will be making the recommendation to 
the Board of County Commissioners to appoint Rachel Best to the MRC.  Rachel will be replacing Morty 
Cohen as the new project lead for the Salish Sea Stewards program.  
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 

• May 10- MRC Meeting Highlights: Dan van Hees presented the Net Ecosystem Improvement project. 
The Committee discussed different MRC projects that might be good candidates for this including the 
Weaverling Spit, Bowman Bay, and native oyster restoration projects. The 2018-2019 MRC Grant 
project proposals/budget was approved by the Committee. There are no new projects being 
proposed for the upcoming MRC Grant. The MRC appointed Nate Biletnikoff as the new NWSC 
Representative and Jude Apple as the NWSC Alternate. 

• May 11- Kids on the Beach Research Symposium at the Fidalgo Bay Resort:  As part of the Kids on the 
Beach pilot project, 50 eighth grade students from Conway Middle School learned how to write 
research proposals, conduct field research, sort through historical data, and perform statistical 
analysis.  The students presented their research findings at the Science Symposium on May 11 at the 
Fidalgo Bay Resort. The presentations indicated that the students now have a strong understanding 
of the scientific process and the different environmental variables related to nearshore restoration.  
It was quite impressive!  We are looking forward to expanding this program next year. There was a 
nice article about the Kids on the Beach program in the Skagit Valley Herald.  
 

Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): MRC 
Opportunity Funds will be awarded to help support Skagit MRC’s Fidalgo Bay Day’s Discovery Passport 
Activity and a professional display about plastics in marine waters. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 

• Salish Sea Stewards:  The last class will be held on May 22, 2018 at Padilla Bay.  26 very enthusiastic 
new volunteers will be graduating from the program this year.  Class participants will be asked to 
complete an evaluation of the entire training program at the end of the last class.   The MRC’s goal of 
linking volunteers with volunteer opportunities has been working out really well.  A volunteer 
appreciation picnic sponsored by the Friends of Skagit Beaches will be held at Washington Park in 
Anacortes on June 12th from 11am to 1pm.  

• Bowman Bay Nearshore Restoration:  Nearshore restoration monitoring continues.  One of the Salish 
Sea Stewards classes was held at the Bowman Bay restoration site.  The Skagit Fisheries 
Enhancement Group (SFEG) recently hosted a planting party with a large school group of fourth 
graders.  The kids got to check out the beach seining and forage fish surveys that were going on the 
same day.  SFEG has been contracted to work with volunteers throughout this summer to maintain 
the plantings at Bowman Bay. 

• Fidalgo Bay Day: Fidalgo Bay Day will be held September 15 this year at the Fidalgo Bay Resort.  Event 
promotion has been initiated.  Event leads and organizations have been contacted and many have 
already confirmed that they will be participating this year. We will be receiving MRC Opportunity 
Funds to help support the passport activity discovery stations and the plastics in the marine 
environment display in partnership with Zero Waste Washington and the Friends of Skagit Beaches. 

https://www.goskagit.com/news/conway-students-share-research-findings/article_a2061b47-6b83-526f-b8fb-3cf774c716ae.html


• Olympia Oyster Restoration: This month volunteers will be collecting and monitoring shell bags in 
Fidalgo Bay and will be deploying 20 new shell bags.  Paul gave a presentation on abalone and native 
oyster restoration as part of the Salish Sea Stewards training.  Paul will be hosting a poster on native 
oyster restoration for the Fidalgo Bay Aquatic Reserve Open House that took place on May 19th at the 
NW Education District Building in Anacortes from 9am to 3pm.  

• Pinto Abalone Restoration:  The Puget Sound Restoration Fund (PSRF) finished up their field work. 
They are working on data analysis which will be compiled into a final report that is due in September. 

• Forage Fish Index Site Surveys:  Monthly surveys continue at Skagit MRC’s three Forage Fish Index 
sites:  Ship Harbor, Similk Bay on the Swinomish Reservation, and Samish Island.  There might be an 
opportunity to add the Kukatali Reserve as a new forage fish index site to survey for long-term 
monitoring.  If it doesn’t work out as an index site, volunteers will still likely get to help conduct 
forage fish surveys at this location as part of the restoration project.  A forage fish survey training for 
Northwest Straits Initiative volunteers is tentatively scheduled for June 1 at the Padilla Bay National 
Estuarine Research Reserve. Pete wants to look into the possibility of moving the training to the 
Fidalgo Bay Resort because there will be more opportunity to find forage fish eggs at that location. 
There are currently 8 or 9 volunteers who get together once or twice a month to sort through 
samples to look for fish eggs under the microscopes at Padilla Bay. 
 



 MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Snohomish  
Month/Year: May 2018   
Submitted by: Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson  
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): 
 
There have been no changes.  
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 
The last MRC Our Coast Movie night at the University of Washington Bothell was held on April 22nd. 
MRC members helped set up the event, served pizza and popcorn, answered questions at the MRC 
booth, and spoke with guests. There were approximately 50 attendees. Attendees said they heard about 
the event though social media outreach, the newspaper, and posters they had seen posted. Susan 
Tarpley, Marine Ecologist and MRC Member, was the guest speaker for the event. After the film Chasing 
Coral, Susan gave a presentation on individual actions for sustainability and hosted a great Q&A with the 
audience.  
 
The last MRC Our Coast Movie night at the Everett Community College was held on April 25th. MRC 
members helped set up the event, served pizza and popcorn, answered questions at the MRC booth, 
and spoke with guests. There were approximately 50 attendees. Attendees said they heard about the 
event though social media outreach, the newspaper, and posters they had seen posted. Zackary Rago, 
Film Team Member and Coral Expert, was the guest speaker for the event. After the film Chasing Coral, 
Zackary hosted a great Q&A with the audience. He spoke about his experience with the filming, 
answered questions on the threats to corals, and talked about what we can do. It was a really great 
experience!   

 
 



Traci Sanderson, Kathleen Pozarycki, Elisa Dawson and SWM staff had a conference call on April 25 to 
discuss a scope of work for forage fish analysis. The purpose of the analysis and report is to examine the 
interrelationships between beach sediment grain size and forage fish egg presence both before and 
after the Nearshore Restoration Project was completed. The County had been collecting grain size and 
egg presence/absence data at 13 different sample locations. Surveys were taken once per month from 
approximately August-February at each site since 2011. The final report will analyze this data for each 
individual site, and give a summary of the general findings of the analysis as a whole. Development of 
the final report will be informed by previous reports and guidance created by the Snohomish County 
Marine Resources Committee and partners. The county will utilize an existing contract for a consultant 
to do this work.  
 
Elisa Dawson, Kathleen Pozarycki, Debbie Hopkins attended a SHARP conference call on April 30 with 
Northwest Straits Foundation staff Lisa Kaufman and Dana Oster. The goal of the conference call was to 
discuss a mailer for shoreline armor site visits in Port Susan and an outreach strategy for the rest of 
2018.  
 
The MRC 2018-2019 Grant Planning Team had a conference call meeting on May 1. Kathleen Pozarycki, 
Elisa Dawson, Francesca Perez, and Sarah Brown were on the call. Franchesca reported on the initial 
findings she had on costs for Public Service Announcements at local movie theaters. The MRC will 
continue to put together their draft grant application for the 2018-2019 Grant.  
 
Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson attended the Island County MRC meeting on May 1 to present on 
the MyCoast App. At the meeting, Kathleen discussed the goals of the MyCoast App, and Elisa showed 
the Island County MRC members how the back-page of the MyCoast website works for data 
management. Island County will download the app and shared their interest in continuing the 
conversation for using MyCoast throughout the Northwest Straits.  
 
MRC Grant team had a conference call on May 8 to discuss edits to the draft MRC 2018-2019 Grant 
application. Sarah Brown, Laura Gurley, Kathleen Pozarycki, and Elisa Dawson were on the call. Kathleen 
and Elisa will continue to edit the grant and send it out to the MRC for review before the May MRC 
meeting.  
 
Elisa Dawson and Tom Doerge attended the Kelp Monitoring WebEx on May 9. The webinar discussed 
present trends in MRC-collected Puget Sound kelp abundance over time, the variation in kelp survey 
data and explain its sources and ways to minimize it in future surveys, and generally discussed kelp 
monitoring plans for 2018.  
 
Kathleen Pozarycki, Elisa Dawson, and Tom Doerge had a kelp conference call on May 15. The team 
discussed kelp monitoring for summer 2018. The group will plan monitoring for July and August. June 
and September sampling will be done as capacity allows. 
 
The MRC held their monthly meeting on May 16 2018. In attendance were MRC members Laura Gurley, 
Tom Doerge, Cathy Stanley, Franchesca Perez, Susan Tarpley, Debbie Hopkins, Craig Wollam, Michael 
Ehlebracht, Traci Sanderson, and Bob Hillmann. Paul Clampitt, Sarah Brown, and Cathy Stanley were 
unable to make the meeting. The MRC had a presentation by Dan Van Hees on Net Ecosystem Impacts 
(NEI) and brainstormed potential projects which could use the NEI framework. The derelict crab pot 
removal in Port Gardner was one of the ideas the MRC will work with Dan further on. The meeting also 
focused on finalizing a project idea for the MRC 2018-2019 grant. The MRC is focusing on the creation of 
Public Service Announcements (PSAs) that can be shared at venues such as regional movie theaters for 
their grant. The grant subcommittee (Kathleen Pozarycki, Elisa Dawson, Francesca Perez, Susan Tarpley, 
Paul Clampitt, and Laura Gurley) will finalize the grant next week.  
 
 



Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 
No updates at this time.   
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified):  
Nearshore Beach Restoration Project: Snohomish County is working towards creating an update of the 
nearshore beach nourishment project. The MRC is planning to use an existing contract to have 
consultant help in part of the analysis and create a report. The purpose of the analysis and report is to 
examine the interrelationships between beach sediment grain size and forage fish egg presence both 
before and after the Nearshore Restoration Project was completed. The County had been collecting 
grain size and egg presence/absence data at 13 different sample locations. Surveys were taken once per 
month from approximately August-February at each site since 2011. The final report will analyze this 
data for each individual site, and give a summary of the general findings of the analysis as a whole. 
Development of the final report will be informed by previous reports and guidance created by the 
Snohomish County Marine Resources Committee and partners 
 
The intent for this analysis is that it will be one chapter of a larger report on the project. An outline have 
been developed for the report, and other chapters will be created by SWM staff. 
 
Draft Outline for Nearshore Restoration Project Report 

1. Summary of the Nearshore Restoration Project and results  
a. Location description  
b. Summary of project 
c. Franks overall analysis for results 

2. Forage fish interaction with substrate  
a. Comparing of grain size and egg presence/abundance 

3. Photo analysis – before/during after photos  
a. Comparison of photos over time 

4. Spatial analysis of GIS data  
a. This will include the GPS line data SWM has taken over time of the perimeter of the 

sand as it moves.  
 
 
Nearshore Restoration Estuary and Salmon Recovery Program (ESRP) Learning Grant and Forage Fish 
Monitoring: SWM staff continue to work with a team of researchers from the University of Washington 
on the ESRP grant. SWM staff Elisa Dawson and MRC volunteers will be participating in field work this 
June for ESRP monitoring. The dates are as follows:  
 

Day Sites Boat or 
Car? 

Rendezvous 
site/time 

MLW (2.8’) 
start/stop goo
d to be on site 
before MLW if 
we can 

Dead 
low 

Estimated 
finish time 
(excluding 
sieving) 

Personnel 

Mon 
June 4 

By foot 
Howarth 
(only) 

Car 1230, lower 
Howarth 
lot? 

13:00/17:40 15:30, 
+0.3’ 

5 pm? Megan, Dara 
WET team? 

Tues 
June 5 

Site 6 (DA) 
only 

GHOST 
SHRIMP 
Boat 

Boat at 
10th street at 
1:30PM 

14:15/18:00 16:10, 
+1.1’ 

6 pm? Megan, Dara 
WET team? 

Sunday 
June 10 

By foot 
(Shipwreck 
and Picnic 
Point  

Car Shipwreck 
property 
0630 

07:00/11:30 09:05,  
+.49’ 

~noon Megan, Dara 
WET team? 



Monday 
June 11 

Sites 2 
(ghost 
shrimp!) and 
9 (GW) 

#2 by 
Car, then 
#9 by 
boat? 

Access site 2 
by car, 
0645?  

07:20/12:20 10:10 
-.84’ 

~1 pm Megan, Daria? 
WET team? 

Tuesday 
June 12 

Deer Creek 
and 
Meadowdale 

Boat Edmonds 
7:00AM 

07:40/ 13:15 10:30 
-2.0’ 

~2 pm Megan, Daria? 
WET team? 

   
 
Oil Spill Prevention, Preparedness and Response:  Susan Tarpley continues to attend Local Emergency 
Planning Team meetings.    
 
Snohomish Estuary Project: SWM staff continues to work address edits to an updated contract after 
concerns were identified by risk management prior to posting boats. Once the contract is finalized, a 
bids will be accepted and a contractor will be chosen. After a contractor is chosen, the eight boats 
identified for removal can be posted. A removal deadline for the boats has been set for October 15.  
 
Kelp Project: Elisa Dawson and Tom Doerge attended a webinar on May 9th for summer 2018 kelp 
monitoring.  The webinar discussed present trends in MRC-collected Puget Sound kelp abundance over 
time, the variation in kelp survey data and explain its sources and ways to minimize it in future surveys, 
and generally discussed kelp monitoring plans for 2018. In May, the SnoCo team discussed kelp 
monitoring for summer 2018. The group will plan monitoring at minimum for July and August. June and 
September sampling will be done as capacity allows. Tom will also reach out the Cathy Stanley to see if 
the Tulalip Tribes’ boat can be used for one day of kelp monitoring at Hat Island in August 2018.  
 
MRC Grant 2017-2018 Ocean Literacy and MyCoast Monitoring: The MRC has completed all of the 
evening movie events. The last two events screened Chasing Coral at UW Bothell (April 22) and Everett 
Community College (April 25). Throughout all 6 events, the events reached over 300 individuals. The 
MRC is working with Florian Graner to create a SnoCo specific short video on marine life, much like 
“Discovering the Olympic Coast.” The video will be available near the end of May and the MRC is 
working with teachers to have the film distributed.   
 
Port Susan: Elisa Dawson, Kathleen Pozarycki, Debbie Hopkins attended a SHARP conference call on April 
30th with Northwest Straits Foundation staff Lisa Kaufman and Dana Oster. The team is working together 
to create a mailer for shoreline armor site visits in Port Susan and an outreach strategy for the rest of 
2018.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Whatcom 
Month/Year:  May 2018 
Submitted by:  Austin Rose 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  
 
There remains to be a vacancy for an Economic position.  The position is advertised on the Whatcom 
MRC and Whatcom County Executive’s websites. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 

• Eleanor Hines and Bob Seaman attended an advisory team meeting, on May 7 in Burnaby BC, 
focused on reducing local land-based sources of marine debris in the Salish Sea.  The meeting 
was facilitated by Ocean Wise and BC Commission for Environmental Cooperation. 

 
• On May 3, the MRC will host Ginny Broadhurst, Salish Sea Institute, Director, who will be 

presenting information on the Salish Sea Institute as part of the MRC/WWIN Public Speaker 
Series. 
 
 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 
N/A 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 

• Bob Cecile and Chris Brown helped Birch Bay State Park staff prep the ground for the kiosk 
installation as part of Jerry’s Journey.  A ribbon cutting ceremony is scheduled to occur on June 
2 as part of the Birch Bay Beach and Feast in Birch Bay State Park.  The Larson family will be 
recognized and will be present to cut the ribbon.  
 

• The interpretive signs for Jerry’s Journey will be installed in Birch Bay State Park (BBSP) the week 
of May 21.  Pre-installation surveys with (BBSP) visitors have been conducted so the MRC can 
have some baseline data on visitor knowledge of Birch Bay history and ecology.  A ribbon cutting 
ceremony, including Jerry’s family, will be incorporated into Birch Bay Beach Fest and Feast on 
June 2. 

 
• The Olympia oysters were retrieved from Fidalgo Bay on May 16 and deployed in N. Chuckanut 

Bay on May 17. 16 students from BTC Fisheries and Aquaculture helped the MRC gather baseline 
data of spat count and size on shell.  
 

• A press release for the 2018 N. Sound Stewards season has been distributed. The press release 
includes statements from MRC member Chris Brown. 
 
 

 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc) 



 
 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

;

mailto:micah.horwith@dnr.wa.gov
mailto:cinde.donoghue@dnr.wa.gov
mailto:kirsten.feifel@dnr.wa.gov
mailto:michal.rechner@dnr.wa.gov


 
 

Commission staff highlights - May 2018  

 
Kelp project update 
MRCs have started planning their 2018 summer kelp monitoring—their fourth season. Suzanne Shull and 
Helen Berry have been analyzing MRC data from the past three years and presented that work to MRCs by 
WebEx on May 9th. A kelp coordinator (Emily Bishop) will be hired to assist in organizing data collection 
and quality assurance.  
 
Kelp Recovery Plan  
Lucas scheduled the next Kelp Recovery Plan workshop for June 8th. The workshop will be by invite for in 
person attendance. WebEx participation will also be welcomed. Contact Lucas with any 
questions hart@nwstraits.org 
  
MRC Grants 
The 2018-19 Request for Proposals out to MRC staff on March 16 with a due date of May 22. Commission 
staff held pre-proposal consultations with each MRC, and will review final submittals over the next month.  
 
Net Ecosystem Improvement 
Dan van Hees, Ecosystem Coordinator, has begun visiting MRCs to obtain input on the Net Ecosystem 
Improvement project. He is starting the process of prioritizing projects that could be analyzed further 
within the framework of net Ecosystem Improvement.  
 
Strategic planning  
The strategic planning committee held a call on May 15th to discuss an outline of strategic planning ideas 
that were gathered at the NWSI retreat. The committee organized the ideas into a presentation that will 
brought to MRCs for further input.   
 
2018 MRC Conference  
The 2018 MRC Conference is scheduled for November 16-17 at Fort Worden in Jefferson County. Nicole 
has secured the facility, and a conference planning committee was formed to work on agenda 
development. A brief survey will be emailed to all MRC members on May 25 to solicit ideas for sessions 
and presenters, and to help prioritize ideas already generated.  
 
20th Anniversary  
At the March retreat, a list of ideas was generated to recognize and celebrate the Initiative’s 20th year. 
Commission staff is seeking volunteers from among the MRC and Commission membership to help 
prioritize and move ideas forward where possible.  

mailto:hart@nwstraits.org


 
 

Commission staff highlights - May 2018  

 
 
Meeting attendance 
Lucas attended: 

• ECB shoreline restoration workshop on May 2nd 
• Puget Sound Partnership Day on the Hill planning meeting on May 9th 
• ECB meeting on May 17th 
• Puget Sound day on the Hill on May 22 – 24th  

  
Lucas, Nicole, Sasha attended Ecology SEA program retreat. 
 
Dan attended Skagit, Snohomish and Whatcom MRC meetings. 


	May 2018 Packet 
	Agenda
	Meeting:  Northwest Straits Commission
	Location:  WebEx Conference Call
	Date:  May 25, 2018

	March Minutes
	UAttendees:
	Commission Members: Nan McKay (Chair), Jamey Selleck (Skagit, Vice-Chair), Jerry Masters, Alan Clark (Clallam), Elsa Schwartz (Island), Ron Thom, Sarah Fisken (Jefferson-Alternate), Paul Clampitt (Snohomish), Ken Carrasco (San Juan), Bob Cecile (Whatc...
	Commission Staff: Nicole Jordan, Sasha Horst
	Others in Attendance: Kathleen Pozarycki, Simon Geerlofs, Caroline Gibson (Northwest Straits Foundation), Terry Stevens (Director, Padilla Bay Reserve), Lucas Hart
	Absent: Sheida Sahandy (Puget Sound Partnership)
	UWelcome and Introductions
	Nan opened the meeting and facilitated introductions.
	The minutes from the January Northwest Straits Commission meeting were approved as written.
	UMRC updates
	Each MRC provided brief updates on current projects. Full MRC reports and committee reports are available here: 32TUhttps://bit.ly/2uCvGUKU32T
	Public comment
	There was no public comment.
	Director Candidate interviews
	The Commission reviewed three candidates for the Commission Director position. Each candidate provided a short five minute presentation and was asked a series of questions from Commissioners. After interviews, the Commissioners and hiring committee we...
	*The next Commission meeting will be from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM on April 27 in San Juan County. *


	April Minutes
	UAttendees:
	Commission Members: Nan McKay (Chair), Jamey Selleck (Skagit, Vice-Chair), Jerry Masters, Elsa Schwartz (Island), Ron Thom, Paul Clampitt (Snohomish), Ken Carrasco (San Juan), Bob Cecile (Whatcom)
	Commission Staff: Nicole Jordan, Sasha Horst, Lucas Hart, Dan van Hees
	Others in Attendance: Suzanna Stoike (Puget Sound Partnership), Jamie Stephens (San Juan County Council), Caroline Gibson (Northwest Straits Foundation), Terrie Klinger (UW School of Marine and Environmental Affairs), Kendra Smith (San Juan County sta...
	Absent: Sheida Sahandy (Puget Sound Partnership), Cecelia Gobin (Tribal), Jeff Taylor (Jefferson), Alan Clark (Clallam)
	UWelcome and Introductions
	Nan opened the meeting and facilitated introductions.
	The minutes from the March Northwest Straits Commission meeting were reviewed and revisions requested before approval. The revised minutes will be included in the May Commission meeting materials for approval.
	Jamie Stephens, San Juan County Council, welcomed the Commission to San Juan County and affirmed his support in the San Juan MRC and the Northwest Straits Initiative.
	UDirector update
	Lucas introduced himself as the new director and provided an update on his priorities for the next few months, which includes filling the now-vacated marine program manager position and preparing for Puget Sound Day on the Hill.
	UCommittee reports
	Executive Committee
	Jamey said the committee discussed the hiring of a new director, planning the 2018 MRC Conference scheduled for this November and the upcoming MRC grants. The Commission and Foundation had a joint executive committee meeting on April 17.
	Science Advisory Committee
	Ron said the committee’s recent meeting was focused on the Net Ecosystem Improvement (NEI) project and the hiring of the new Ecosystem Coordinator for the Northwest Straits Commission, Dan van Hees.
	External Relations Committee
	Tom said the committee will be meeting to reestablish priorities for the coming year including securing state funding. He confirmed Senator Ranker was invited to attend the 2018 MRC Conference and has it on his calendar.
	Commission elections
	Commission elections brought two members into new leadership roles; Paul Clampitt of the Snohomish MRC as chair, and Alan Clark of the Clallam MRC as vice chair.
	Public comment
	A staff member from Lime Kiln commented on what a great platform it is for education. She invited people to mark their calendars for their centennial celebration on June 30, 2019.
	Terry Turner spoke to his interest in electric ferries as someone who works for the power utility in San Juan. He is interested in whether people are thinking more about power generation, including tidal energy.
	Jamey Selleck took a moment to acknowledge Susan Williams, a marine ecology researcher with personal and professional ties to San Juan, who died in a car accident in California.
	Northwest Straits Foundation (NWSF) update
	The NWSF awarded several MRCs grants through the MRC Opportunity Fund including a $10,000 award to San Juan MRC for their whale flag boater education project. Foundation staff are working on an application to Boeing for MRC stormwater management proje...
	 Action: Those interested in the communication internship can contact Caroline Gibson for more information at 32Tgibson@nwstraitsfoundation.org32T.
	MRC updates
	Each MRC provided brief updates on current projects. Full MRC reports and committee reports are available here: 32Thttps://bit.ly/2JMCWzX32T
	Clallam
	The MRC provided a written report. Two eight-hour oiled wildlife trainings were held for March 24 and 31–a total of 16 volunteers participated in the first training and 13 volunteers in the second training. The MRC will have a booth at the Celebration...
	Island
	Elsa said William Bell, Port of Coupeville Commissioner, was approved as a non-voting technical advisor. Linda Rhodes presented on the bull kelp monitoring project to the Board of Island County Commissioners. Ruth Richards is working with two new volu...
	Jefferson
	The MRC provided a written report. MRC volunteers will deploy Port Townsend waterfront voluntary no anchor zone buoys on April 21, with donation of boat/skipper by Port of Port Townsend. A subcommittee finalized the location of June raingarden install...
	San Juan
	Ken introduced the new San Juan MRC lead staff, Dr. Frances Robertson. Two MRC sub-committees met during April to forward their projects, these included the boat-noise subcommittee and the Orcas Landing subcommittee. The MRC is moving forward on a wha...
	Skagit
	Jamey said Morty Cohen is stepping down from the MRC in June and that his alternate, Rachel Best, will be taking his place as the MRC Project Lead for the Salish Sea Stewards. Twenty-five volunteers and 50 eighth grade students from Conway Middle Scho...
	Snohomish
	Paul said the MRC is working on derelict fishing boat removal. After a contractor is chosen, the eight boats identified for removal can be posted. Traci Sanderson took the monthly forage fish index site sample on April 18, 2018 and completed the sampl...
	Whatcom
	Bob said there is still a vacancy for an economic position on the MRC.  An ad hoc meeting was held to finalize the logistics for the seeding Olympia oyster in North Chuckanut Bay in designated test plots. The oysters will be retrieved from Fidalgo Bay...
	Puget Sound Partnership (PSP)
	Suzanna provided an update behalf of the PSP. The solicitation for Near Term Actions (NTAs) is now closed and proposals are under review. A draft Action Agenda will be available in September. Jenna Judge was hired as the new monitoring lead for the Pu...
	San Juan MRC Presentation-Southern Resident Killer Whales
	Kendra Smith, San Juan County staff, presented on the history of Southern Resident Killer Whales in San Juan County. The whales are an integral part of San Juan’s identity and bring thousands of dollars in tourism money every year.
	Frances Robertson, San Juan MRC staff, presented on an MRC project focused on improving boater education around the whales. The MRC intends to extend their most frequently hit rock outreach map to encompass the whale wise information.
	Sea Grant-Director update
	Terrie Klinger, Director of UW School of Marine and Environmental Affairs, said UW College of the Environment and Washington Sea Grant are conducting a search for a new director to replace retiring director, Penny Dalton. They are currently seeking in...
	 Action: Those interested in providing input can 32Tclick here32T to fill out a brief survey.
	Business items
	MRC Grants
	Sasha sent the 2018-19 Request for Proposals out to MRC staff on March 16. Commission staff are currently coordinating with MRCs on preliminary consultations, and presentations to the Commission are planned for the next in-person meeting in June (Isla...
	MRC Kelp Monitoring WebEx May 9
	A WebEx is scheduled for May 9 from 9:00-11:00 AM, focused on where MRC kelp monitoring data is currently. For more information contact Nicole Jordan at 32Tjordan@nwstraits.org32T.
	Net Ecosystem Improvement (NEI)
	Dan van Hees, the new Ecosystem Coordinator focusing on the Net Ecosystem Improvement (NEI) Project, will be traveling to the MRCs over the next few months. Learn more about the project here: 32Thttps://bit.ly/2roqmQb32T.
	Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference recap
	Nicole sent out a survey to capture feedback from Northwest Straits Initiative members who attended the Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference. If you attended, click this link to take the survey: 32Thttps://bit.ly/2J7CGve32T.
	Round table
	*The next Commission meeting will be from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM on May 25 over WebEx. *
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