
 
 

Northwest Straits Commission Meeting and Work Session Agenda 
Pacific Rim Institute, 180 Parker Rd, Coupeville, WA 98239  

June 29, 2018 • 9:00 am – 3:00 pm 
 

 
 

9:00 am – 9:30 am Coffee and light refreshments 

9:30 am – 9:40 am Welcome:  
Approval of May minutes, Paul Clampitt 

 MRC Presenters Project 

9:40 am - 10:05 am Skagit  Pete Haase Kids on the Beach 

10:10 am – 10:35 am Snohomish Sarah Brown  MyCoast  

10:40 am – 11:05 am Clallam  Alan Clark  Elwha Beach Stewardship 

11:05 am – 11:20 pm Break 

11:20 am – 11:45 pm Jefferson  Cheryl Lowe and Sarah Fisken  Public Forum on Shellfish Aquaculture 

11:50 pm – 12:15 pm San Juan  Christina Koons San Juan County MRC's Southern Resident Killer Whale 
Recovery Efforts 

12:15 pm – 1:10 pm Working Lunch 

1:10 pm – 1:35 pm Island Barbara Bennett Community forum outreach 

1:40 pm – 2:05 pm Whatcom  Doug Stark  North Sound Stewards 

2:10 pm – 3:00 pm Public Comment, Business Items 

3 : 0 0 p m               Adjourn 

 

 



 
minutes 

 
 

May 25, 2018 • 10:00am-12:00pm  
WebEx Conference Call—WebEx 

Attendees: 
NWS Commission Members: Paul Clampitt (Chair, Snohomish), Nan McKay, Jude Apple (Skagit-Alternate), Jerry 
Masters, Elsa Schwartz (Island), Ron Thom, Tom Cowan, Jeff Taylor (Jefferson), Ken Carrasco (San Juan), Bob 
Cecile (Whatcom), Cecilia Gobin (Tribal), Karin Berkholtz (Puget Sound Partnership-Alternate) 
  
NWS Commission Staff: Nicole Jordan, Sasha Horst, Lucas Hart 
 
Others in Attendance: Caroline Gibson (Northwest Straits Foundation), Jeff Ward, Micah Horwith 
 
Absent: Dan van Hees, Sheida Sahandy, Alan Clark (Vice-Chair, Clallam) 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
Paul opened the meeting and did roll call.  
 
The minutes from the March Northwest Straits (NWS) Commission meeting were approved with changes made. 
The April NWS Commission meeting minutes were approved as written.   
 
NWS Commission - committee reports 
 
Executive Committee  
Paul delivered the report on behalf of Alan Clark. He said the committee discussed MRC Conference planning, the 
2018-2019 budget, Puget Sound Day on the Hill preparation and the field trip for the September Leadership 
Council meeting in Skagit.  
 
External Relations Committee 
Tom Cowan said the committee met to discuss working on next steps in securing state funding. Lucas is preparing 
several possible scenarios. They discussed messaging and preparation for Puget Sound Day on the Hill and field 
trips to MRC project sites for elected officials this coming summer.  
 
Science Advisory Committee 
Ron said the committee is working with Dan van Hees to identify the best approach to assessing MRC projects 
using Net Ecosystem Improvement. 
 Action: Learn more about Net Ecosystem Improvement here: https://bit.ly/2roqmQb      

 
Puget Sound Day on the Hill  
Lucas called in from Washington, DC and updated the group on Puget Sound Day on the Hill. Three key messages 
from the NWS Initiative were taken to the event; the NWS Initiative’s 20th anniversary, the importance of citizen 
engagement/volunteer support and the necessity of stable, consistent funding.  
 
 
 
 
Acidification Nearshore Monitoring Network (AnEMoNe) Project 

https://bit.ly/2roqmQb
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Micah Horwith, Department of Natural Resources, gave an overview of the Acidification Nearshore Monitoring 
Network (AnEMoNe) Project. The project is working on identifying if the impacts of ocean acidification vary in 
Puget Sound and along Washington’s coast.  
 
MRC reports  
Monthly reports for each MRC are available by visiting this link: https://bit.ly/2LtZhnT  
 
Clallam  
Jeff Ward said the Clallam MRC had a booth at the Celebration of Science and Technology event at Port Angeles 
Pier in April. Jeff Ward and Mike Doherty observed the Canada/United States Joint Marine Pollution Contingency 
Plan (CANUSPAC) exercise in Port Angeles. The MRC has received 11 applicants for the summer intern program. 
The May forage fish sampling took place May 15 at Ediz Hook and Elwha Beach and May 16 at Cline Spit. 
 
Island 
Elsa Schwartz said Snohomish County MRC presented on the MyCoast application at the May MRC meeting. Ruth 
Richards has identified two new volunteers to lead forage fish monitoring at the Camano Island sites. Volunteer 
pairs have been identified to conduct kayak surveys this summer. The eelgrass team will be conducting 
underwater videography and sonar at four sites: Cornet Bay, Penn Cove, Holmes Harbor, and Seahorse Siesta. 
 
Jefferson 
Jeff Taylor said Dale Moses completed his 4-year term on the MRC. Troy McKelvey will be taking over as MRC lead 
for the Voluntary No-anchor Zone project. Four MRC members successfully installed all 10 summer Port Townsend 
waterfront buoys on April 21. Four new volunteers from the Quilcene area assisted with oyster surveys on May 
16–the event was covered by the Port Townsend Leader.  
 
San Juan 
Ken Carrasco said the MRC is working on a whale-flag project to coincide with Orca Awareness Month. 500 flags 
for vessels have been ordered for distribution. An Orcas Landing A sub-committee sent finalized text for one 
information panel to the artist who is currently working to finalize the design work and begin the painting for the 
panel. 
 
Skagit  
The MRC elected Nate Biletnikoff as the new NWS Commission representative and Jude Apple as alternate. Jude 
Apple said as part of the Kids on the Beach pilot project, 50 eighth grade students from Conway Middle School 
learned how to write research proposals, conduct field research, sort through historical data, and perform 
statistical analysis.  
 
Snohomish 
Paul Clampitt said the MRC wrapped up their Our Coast Film Series. The MRC reached roughly 50 people per 
screening. The MRC had a presentation by Dan Van Hees on impacts to Net Ecosystem Improvement and 
brainstormed potential projects which could use the Net Ecosystem Improvement framework. Elisa Dawson and 
Tom Doerge attended a webinar for summer 2018 kelp monitoring. 
 
 
 
Whatcom  

http://file.dnr.wa.gov/publications/aqr_aamt_anemone.pdf
https://bit.ly/2LtZhnT
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Bob Cecile said Eleanor Hines and Bob Seaman attended an advisory team meeting in British Columbia focused on 
reducing local land-based sources of marine debris in the Salish Sea.  Bob Cecile and Chris Brown helped Birch Bay 
State Park staff prep the ground for the kiosk installation as part of Jerry’s Journey. Olympia oysters were 
retrieved from Fidalgo Bay on May 16 and deployed in North Chuckanut Bay on May 17.  
 
Puget Sound Partnership (PSP) update 
The solicitation for Near Term Actions (NTAs) is now closed and proposals are under review. A draft Action 
Agenda will be available in September. Suzanna Stoike is now the new Puget Sound Acquisition and Restoration 
Program Manager and will no longer be the Island and San Juan regional Ecosystem Recovery Coordinator. 
 
Northwest Straits (NWS) Foundation update 
The NWS Foundation has two new interns; Dana Oster, Nearshore Restoration Intern, and Annie Thomas, 
Monitoring/Citizen Science Intern. A communications internship focused on orca whales will soon be available. 
Contact Caroline Gibson for more information at gibson@nwstraitsfoundation .org. The NWS Foundation Board is 
seeking candidates with non-profit experience for board membership. 
 Action: The NWS Foundation now has their own social media profiles on Facebook (@NWStraitsFND), 

Twitter (@NWSNWS Foundation ) and Instagram (@NWStraitsFND). Please like and invite others to like 
them. 
 

Business items 
Kelp Monitoring/Recovery Plan  
Suzanne Shull and Helen Berry have been analyzing MRC kelp data from the past three years and presented that 
work by WebEx in May. A kelp coordinator (Emily Bishop) will be hired to assist in organizing data collection and 
quality assurance. Lucas scheduled the next Puget Sound Kelp Recovery Plan workshop for June 8. The workshop 
will be by invite for in person attendance. WebEx participation will also be welcomed.  
 Action: Contact Lucas with any questions hart@nwstraits.org.  

 
Marine Debris  
Lucas is observing a lot of interest in the region on marine debris. He is currently talking with MRCs and potential 
partners on possible roles the NWS Initiative can fill.   
 
Forage fish training  
A forage fish training will be held June 1 at Padilla Bay Reserve.  
 
2018 grants update   
NWS Commission staff are holding preliminary consultations with MRCs on 2018-19 grants. MRCs will each 
present an MRC project at the upcoming NWS Commission meeting on June 29 in Coupeville.  
 Action: For more information on the June 29 meeting and to sign up for a time slot, contact Nicole at 

jordan@nwstraits.org.   
 
 
 
20th Anniversary  
At the March retreat, a list of ideas was generated to recognize and celebrate the NWS Initiative’s 20th year. NWS 
Commission staff are seeking volunteers from MRCs and NWS Commission membership to help prioritize and 
move ideas forward where possible.  

mailto:gibson@nwstraitsfoundation.org
mailto:hart@nwstraits.org
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2018 MRC Conference survey 
A survey soliciting input for the conference was sent to all MRC members by email.  
 Action: MRCs should complete the survey by June 8.     

 
Strategic planning  
The strategic planning committee held a call on May 15 to discuss an outline of strategic planning ideas that were 
gathered at the NWS Initiative retreat in March. The committee organized the ideas into a presentation that will 
brought to MRCs for further input.   
 
MRAC Ocean Acidification 
Nan gave a presentation over WebEx on May 22.  
 Action: Those interested in seeing Nan’s presentation can click here: https://bit.ly/2sFPqCH  

 
Net Ecosystem Improvement  
Dan van Hees, Ecosystem Coordinator, has begun visiting MRCs to obtain input on the Net Ecosystem 
Improvement project. He is starting the process of prioritizing projects that could be analyzed further within the 
framework of net Ecosystem Improvement. 
 
MRC Conference  
2018 is the 20-year anniversary of the NWS Initiative. The MRC Conference is scheduled for November 16-17, 
2018.  
 Action: Those interested in joining the 2018 MRC Conference Planning Committee or contributing 

suggestions for speakers/sessions can contact Sasha Horst at horst@nwstraits.org. 
 

Public comment  
There was no public comment  

  
 

*The next NWS Commission meeting will be from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM on June 29 in Coupeville, WA. Please 
note earlier start time than usual.* 

 
 

https://bit.ly/2sFPqCH
mailto:horst@nwstraits.org


MRC Monthly Report 
County: Clallam 

Month/Year: June 2018 

Submitted by: Cathy Lear and Helle Andersen 

Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  None. Pete Schroeder has applied for the position held by 
Bob Campbell and came to the June 18th MRC meeting.  Pete received the Eleanor Stopps Award in 
2016 http://www.peninsuladailynews.com/news/sequim-veterinarian-wins-environmental-award/ The 
Clallam MRC members is now reviewing his application. 

Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): none 

MRC Meeting: The meeting will be held June 18th in the large conference room in the Port Angeles 
Courthouse. Topics on the June agenda include introduction of the 2018 interns, a presentation by Al 
Bergstein about the Sound Action, WEC and Earthjustice Sue the Army Corp of Engineers, planning of 
the July meeting in Neah Bay, creation of a subcommittee to write Clallam MRC 2019-23 strategic plan, 
NWSC presentation, NWSC update and project updates. 

LIO/ERN Meeting:  None 

Funding Updates: (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  Two of the 
seven 2018 interns will be funded through the NWSF MRC Opportunity grant.  A proposal to fund a third 
intern to work on the invasive green crab is currently being reviewed by the NWSF. 

Project Updates:  
Forage Fish Surveys:  The June forage fish sampling took place June 19th at Ediz Hook and Elwha Beach 
and June 4th at Cline Spit. Just today June 20th Clallam MRC is shipping all the samples collected in April, 
May and June to the new WDFW employee Lisa Hillier via Lucas Hart. The last laboratory analysis results 
received by Clallam MRC were for the January 2018 samples.   

Pigeon Guillemot:  The survey season started the week of June 4th – 50 volunteers are involved in this 
year’s surveys.  

Elwha Beach:   Clallam MRC continues to conduct the bimonthly dog waste surveys. The Elwha Beach 
Stewardship will be the topic for the 2018-19 NWSC presentation June 29th. 

Shellfish Biotoxin: Clallam MRC continues to conduct the bimonthly shellfish monitoring at Pillar Point. 

Internship Program:   Clallam MRC has selected the seven 2018 interns. The six interns located in the 
Port Angeles area will start June 25th. The intern in Neah Bay started in early June. 

Ocean Science Program: Alan Clark and Jeff Ward participated in the one-day field and classroom event 
at Slip Point in Clallam Bay. Approximately 30 grade school students participated in the program and 
approximately 20 adults joined the students to explore the intertidal at Slip Point during a super low 
tide. The students were divided into five groups and Clallam MRC provided the kelp guide used by the 
students to identify the most common seaweeds. The students were given cameras and asked to take 
good pictures of the seaweed to replace the current pictures in the kelp guide. P.S. I cannot at this point 
provide photos of the field trip because we are waiting on photo release permissions from the parents.      

http://www.peninsuladailynews.com/news/sequim-veterinarian-wins-environmental-award/


MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Island 
Month/Year: June 2018 
Submitted by: Anna Toledo 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): None. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
Meetings:  

- On June 5, Gregg Ridder presentation on results from the 2017 eelgrass surveys (underwater, 
aerial, and sonar). Lisa Kaufman and Dana Oster presented and led discussion on current and 
future restoration projects. 

- On July 18, Island, Skagit, and Whatcom MRCs will hold a joint meeting a Padilla Bay. The agenda 
will include presentations and discussions on the Northwest Straits Initiative Strategic Plan and 
marine debris. 

 
Events: 

- Pigeon Guillemot Appreciation Days, hosted by Whidbey Audubon Society, will be held on June 
22 and 23. 

- The MRC is partnering with NWSF and Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group on vegetation 
maintenance days at Cornet Bay on: July 16, July 27, August 10, August 24, and September 6 
from 10am-1pm. 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): The MRC was 
awarded $2,000 through the Opportunity Fund for pigeon guillemot data analysis and outreach work. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
Forage Fish: Ruth Richards and Dean Nelson saw smelt eggs in their sample from Maple Grove on 
Camano Island for the first time without the help of a microscope. 
 
Bull Kelp: Volunteers are being trained and scheduled for kayak surveys this summer. 
 
Eelgrass: The eelgrass team has conducted underwater videography surveys at Holmes Harbor and will 
conduct surveys at Penn Cove and Cornet Bay as well. WA DNR has offered to conduct the data analysis 
of the videography, a huge lift for the team! 
 
Pigeon Guillemot: Nearly 50 people attended the guillemot survey volunteer training. The summer 
survey began on June 11th, and the summer researcher has been hired. 
 
Outreach: Florian Graner is assembling footage from interviews for an informational video on the MRC. 
The MRC is also submitting an Opportunity Fund application for an Island County-specific adaptation of 
“Discover the Salish Sea” to introduce to Island County schools. 
 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc): None. 



JCMRC Monthly Report 
 
County:  Jefferson 
Month/Year:  June 2018 
Submitted by:  Cheryl Lowe 
 
Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights):   
 
Past Meetings & Events:   

• June 5, 2018 - MRC monthly meeting (19 members/staff and 4 guests). Topics included MRC 
project updates, review of 2018-19 NWSC proposal and intro to NWSF staff Tarrell Kullaway.  

• Executive Committee met on June 19. 
• NWSC meeting June 29—Jeff, Sarah and Cheryl planning to attend. 
• Cheryl attended Chumsortium meeting on June 7, 2018 

 
Upcoming Meetings/Events:   

• June 24 – Catch More Crab 
• June 26 – Rain garden installation in uptown PT 
• June 27 – Fort Townsend SP beach monitoring 
• June 30 -- Digging for Dinner #1 
• July 10—MRC meeting adjusted to work around July 4th holiday 
• July 27-- Digging for Dinner #2 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  

N.A. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing projects or any new projects identified): 

1. Monitoring: a) Fort Townsend Restoration: Annual beach monitoring (assisting WDFW Habitat 
team with data collection) is scheduled for June 27. b) Forage Fish Index Site (Adelma Beach):  
Monthly monitoring done June 20, 2018. c) Kelp:  Judy Surber & Jeff Taylor getting set up for 
June 23rd monitoring.  

2. Rain Gardens:  We’re getting ready for a June 26th installation of RG #1 in partnership with WSU 
Extension.  This installation will be in partnership with City of PT in uptown Port Townsend near 
an existing RG but capturing flow from a different area.  We’re still looking for best options for 
the Sept installation.  

3. Education & Outreach:   
a. Digging for Dinner outreach has gone well.  WDFW and NWSI social media plus local e-

lists have been very effective. June 30th Digging for Dinner in Quilcene event is full (50 
registrants) and July 27th Dosewallips event registration is now open.  Great partnership 
with WDFW staff. 

b. Catch More Crab:  Jackie Gardner took the lead this year. She contacted a number of 
local venues that sell crab pots to get information packets inserted into their inventory, 
assuming that people who buy them are mostly new crabbers or those who lost their 
pots.  Packets had both NWSI Catch More Crab brochures and WDFW brochures and 



sample cotton cord. Jackie also organized a free Crabbing 101 program with “master 
crabbers” Troy McKelvey (MRC), Roy Clark (WDFW) and Don Williams (WDFW) to be 
held at a local West Marine store. (Clallam MRC crabber outreach interns will be 
attending this program.) Jackie and her MRC team (Sarah Fisken and Wade Crouch) will 
also be at the PT Boat Haven docks on Opening Day to hand out info packets as well. 

c. Wooden Boat Festival planning has begun. We’ll again sponsor the family-friendly 
Passport to Adventure to encourage visitors to all the educational booths at the festival, 
and this year add an activity to engage adults in an MRC topic of interest.  

d. Student engagement:  MRC is again partnering with the Port Townsend School District’s 
Maritime Discovery Program for a 2-day August teacher training focused on Ocean 
Acidification. MRC mostly provides place-based advice—teachers do all the work. MRC 
staff Cheryl Lowe has been assisting with planning for this program.  The MRC also 
continues to work with the Northwest Watershed Institute’s YES! program for high 
school students. One student weeded at the Fort Townsend shoreline restoration site 
with MRC guidance in early June. At the end of June, one students will be helping with 
the rain garden installation and another helping with beach monitoring at Fort 
Townsend, with WDFW. 

4. Olympia Oyster: (1) Discovery Bay:  Permit applications submitted in early June with Corps of 
Engineers, WDFW and Jefferson County. SEPA process is now underway. Annual monitoring at 
the ‘Powerline site’ is planned for July 2018.  
 
(2) Quilcene Bay: We had a nice article in the Port Townsend Leader about Olympia oysters and 
the MRC’s collaboration with PSRF and WDFW to rebuild the population in this bay. Monitoring 
Olympia oyster test plots in Quilcene also took place last month. We saw high mortality from 
last year, which the Co-managers suspect is due mostly to higher water temperatures near the 
head of the bay. An alternative test site has been identified nearby at a lower tidal elevation. 
Seeded cultch will be placed there in July.   

5. Voluntary No Anchor Zones:  All 21 voluntary no-anchor zone buoys in three buoy “fields” are 
now up and working. The two lost Mystery Bay buoys were replaced. In Port Hadlock bay, two 
new screw anchors were installed in June along with the two missing Port Hadlock buoys. Many 
thanks to Dale Moses, Troy McKelvey, Gordon King and Nam Siu for the latest work on this 
project.  

 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc.):    
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MRC Monthly Report 

 
County: San Juan County 
Month/Year: June 2018 
Submitted by: Frances C. Robertson, Marine Program Coordinator 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  
 

• On June 6th we elected a new Chair and Vice-Chair.  
o Karin Roemers-Kleven was elected to Chair and replaces Terry Turner.  
o Christina Koons was elected to Vice-Chair and replaces Ken Carrasco. 

• Christina Koons becomes our new Commission Representative and Karin Roemers-Kleven will 
become the Commission Representative Alternate.  

• Ken Carrasco resigned from the Committee on June 12th.  
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 

• The June MRC meeting was held in Friday Harbor on June 6th.  Professor Drew Harvell of Cornell 
University presented to the group on eelgrass wasting disease, her work on this subject has 
focused on the San Juan Islands and Puget Sound. Ken Carrasco also presented a short talk on 
the issue of Ocean Acidification. Both presentations were well received by both those present at 
the meeting and those joining via conference call. Updates were provided for the current 
ongoing projects and subcomittees were formed for two upcoming projects –the Plastic Free 
Salish Sea project and a planned review of the Marine Stewardship Area Plan. A new Chair and 
Vice-Chair were voted in. The SJC MRC is very grateful for all the hard work and dedication given 
by the outgoing Chair Terry Turner and Vice-Chair Ken Carrasco. We now welcome Karin 
Roemers-Kleven as Chair and Christina Koons as Vice-Chair.  
 

• On May 25th Ken Carrasco attended the monthly Northwest Straits Commission meeting.  
 

• On June 1st MRC member Karin Roemers-Kleven attended the forage fish training hosted by 
WDFW and Padilla Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve, learning, along with volunteers 
from other MRCs how to conduct forage fish surveys. Photos of this are included below.  
 

• On June 13th Frances Robertson attended the MRC Staff meeting at Padilla Bay Reserve along 
with the staff members for other MRCs, the Northwest Straits Commission and the Northwest 
Straits Foundation.  
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Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 
The MRC Operations grant was submitted on May 22nd and is currently under review with the 
Commission.  
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 
Whale-flag project: This project has begun in earnest. The pre-study survey to assess boater awareness 
of whales, the Be Whale Wise Guidelines and Laws and the Whale Warning Flag was initiated in early 
June and will remain open for responses through the end of the month. The MRC has interacted with 
boaters at both Roche Harbor and the Port of Friday Harbor in dock side talks and outreach booths. 
These will continue on the weekends through the month of June.  
 
The flags will be arriving and ready for distribution through the last week of June to ensure that they 
begin appearing on the water and from land based stations before the start of July. In addition outreach 
material has been designed and sent to print. Be Whale Wise leaflets have been distributed to both 
Whatcom and Skagit MRCs and the Whale Warning Flag inserts will follow once received. We expect to 
be distributing between 7,500 and 10,000 Be Whale Wise and Whale Warning Flag Inserts over the 
course of the season in collaboration with Soundwatch, WDFW Enforcement, ports, marinas and 
locations where fishing licenses are available.  
 
The project has been highlighted in local San Juan Island Press (see link at end of section) as well as 
presented and discussed at the Governor’s Southern Resident Killer Whale Task Force Meeting. Further 
engagement with the press is expected in order to both disseminate information regarding the study 
and highlight the work of the San Juan County MRC and the County in the recovery efforts of this highly 
endangered species –now down to the lowest population level in 34 years, numbering only 75.  
 
http://www.sanjuanjournal.com/news/san-juan-county-promote-locals-ways-to-protect-southern-
resident-killer-whales/    
 
Orcas Landing Project: One of the two educational panels has been put into production and is currently 
being painted by the contracted artist. The second education panel is in development in collaboration 
with the Tulalip and Swinomish Tribes.   
 
Plastic Free Salish Sea: This is a new project and one included in our current MRC grant application. In 
this early stage the MRC lead for this project, Karin Roemers-Kleven has set up a subcommittee and is 
working with partners at the County and Friends of the San Juans on their ‘Last Straw’ campaign. Later in 
the summer the MRC will partner with the County, Friends, and the Conservation District to conduct 
dockside outreach efforts regarding plastic bags and also to assist the Conservation District Youth 
Conservation Corp with beach clean ups on each main island –San Juan, Orcas and Lopez.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sanjuanjournal.com/news/san-juan-county-promote-locals-ways-to-protect-southern-resident-killer-whales/
http://www.sanjuanjournal.com/news/san-juan-county-promote-locals-ways-to-protect-southern-resident-killer-whales/
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Photos: 

 
 

Figure 1  San Juan County MRC member Karin Roemers-Kleven attended the forage fish training data on June 1st. Photo: K. 
Roemers-Kleven.  

 
Figure 2 San Juan County MRC member Karin Roemers-Kleven attended the forage fish training data on June 1st. Photo: K. 

Roemers-Kleven. 
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Figure 3 Whale Warning Flag and pre-study survey outreach at the Port of Friday Harbor 

 
 

 

Figure 4 Whale Warning Flag and pre-study survey outreach at the Port of Friday Harbor 

 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Skagit 
Month/Year: June 2018 
Submitted by: Nate Biletnikoff/Tracy Alker 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): Morty officially resigned from the Skagit 
MRC earlier this month. Morty, a retired pharmacist and clinical research scientist from 
Seattle Children’s Hospital, has been an active member with the MRC since 2013.  We 
are extremely grateful for Morty’s leadership, dedication, enthusiasm, and fresh 
perspective that he brought to the MRC along with the many countless hours he 
contributed as the Project Lead for the Salish Sea Stewards program.  
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 

• June 14- MRC Meeting Highlights:  Amy Carey presented on the work of Sound Action. The 
Committee was introduced to Tarrell Kullaway, the new Director of Philanthropy with the Northwest 
Straits Foundation.  A Certificate of Appreciation was presented to Morty Cohen.  

•  June 22- Bowman Bay Work Party (10am-1pm): The Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group, on 
behalf of the Skagit MRC, hosted a weeding and watering work party at the Bowman Bay 
restoration site to maintain the health of the nearshore planting.    

• July 18 - Joint MRC Meeting (11am-1pm): Skagit, Whatcom, and Island MRCs will hold a joint 
meeting and potluck at Padilla Bay.   
 

Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): No updates. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 

• Salish Sea Stewards:  26 very enthusiastic new volunteers graduated from the program this year.  
Class evaluations will be reviewed and results will be considered for developing next year’s program.   
The MRC’s goal of linking volunteers with volunteer opportunities has been working out really well.  
A volunteer appreciation picnic sponsored by the Friends of Skagit Beaches was held at Washington 
Park in Anacortes on June 12th. It was well attended by over 50 volunteers. Joan Drinkwin provided a 
brief update to the volunteers. The Salish Sea Stewards planning committee will be meeting soon to 
start planning next year’s training.   

• Fidalgo Bay Day: Fidalgo Bay Day will be held September 15 this year at the Fidalgo Bay Resort.  
Volunteers are starting to line up to help with different tasks.  With the help of Friends of Skagit 
Beaches and the MRC Opportunity funds, we were able to get several copies of the Seadoc Society’s 
new kids’ book “Explore the Salish Sea: A Nature Guide for Kids” to give as prizes for the discovery 
station passport stations.   

• Olympia Oyster Restoration:  Paul created a new native oyster restoration poster that was presented 
at the Fidalgo Bay Aquatic Reserve Open House on May 19th.  Volunteers collected quadrat samples 
of shells along transects for post larval settlement of native oysters during the low tide in June.  
Native oysters were counted and measured to provide density and size data. Lots of new oyster 
settlement! 

 
 
 
 
  

Photo Credit: Rachel Best 
Photo Credit: Paul Dinnel 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Snohomish  
Month/Year: June 2018   
Submitted by: Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson  
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): 
 
Snohomish County Surface Water Management has a new director, Gregg Farris, who was serving as the 
interim director.  Gregg has been with Snohomish County for 19 years. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 
Kathleen Pozarycki attended the 2018 Puget Sound Day on the Hill in Washington D.C. May 22-24 along 
with Lucas Hart and Jerry Masters.  She represented the Snohomish County Marine Resources 
Committee and provided information on the program and their volunteer efforts at three key meetings 
including: 
 

• Meeting with Senator Patty Murray and Legislative Assistant Tré Easton- 5-22-18 
• Meeting with Congressman Rick Larsen and Legislative Assistant Alexandra Menardy- 5-24-18 
• Meeting with Congresswoman Suzan DelBene and Legislative Assistant Shantanu Tata - 5-24-18 

 
Kathleen provided an update on the Snohomish County Nearshore Restoration Project and the amount 
of citizen support received for that work. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Kathleen Pozarycki attended the regional technical Advisory Group for Prioritization of Coastal Streams 
with Railroad Crossing on May 17.  The technical advisory group has been convened for a project to 
prioritize the coastal stream mouths and embayments along Puget Sound shorelines with a railroad. The 
project is a Near-Term Action (NTA) funded by a National Estuary Program grant and managed by 
Jennifer Griffiths at WDFW. The project team includes Paul Schlenger and Phil Bloch of Confluence 
Environmental, Andrea MacLennan of Coastal Geologic Services, and Todd Zackey of the Tulalip Tribes. 
 
Elisa Dawson and Paul Clampitt attended a webinar hosted by the Northwest Straits on Science and 
Policy Action on Ocean Acidification for MRCs on May 22nd. In the webinar, Marine Resources Advisory 
Council member Nan McKay shared new scientific findings and reflect on lessons learned in the five 
years since the governor-appointed Blue Ribbon Panel on Ocean Acidification was formed as the state’s 
coordinated response to ocean acidification.  
 
Tulalip Tribes staff gathered drone footage of Howarth Park on May 29th. The Tulalip Tribes is gathering 
data on profile elevations using imagery recorded from a drone. The drone flew several slights gathering 
information. The Tulalip Tribes will use the data to compare with previous data, and will share the 
information with the MRC.  
 
Paul Clampitt and Elisa Dawson attended the Snohomish Basin Local Integrating Organization (LIO) 
Committee meeting on May 31st. The meeting included discussion on the 2018 NTA development and a 
reflection of the process, updates on the Watershed Restoration and Enhancement projects as a result 
of the Hirst decision, and a presentation on integrating human well being and ecosystem services into 
LIO processes.  
 
Tom Doerge and Elisa Dawson attended the Kelp Planning Workshop on June 8th. The workshop 
presented a literature summary of what is known about kelp ecology.  The data summary clearly 
documented the positive role kelp species play in the nearshore ecosystem, including benefits for 
rockfish, salmonids and numerous mollusk, arthropod and plant species plus enhanced C cycling. A 
detailed and optimistic report of kelp propagation and restoration from the Strait of Georgia in BC 
revealed numerous small successes. The two major obstacles noted are scaling up propagation efforts to 
achieve a significant regional footprint and the over-riding limit on kelp’s future sustainability due to 
biological limits imposed on kelp by climate change-induced water temperature increases. The 5-page 
listing of data gaps addressed all aspects of kelp ecology, the ecosystem services provided by kelp, the 
social value of kelp and the challenges and opportunities for kelp restoration efforts in the Salish Sea. 
The team will continue efforts to create the Kelp Recovery Plan and a follow up meeting will be 
scheduled.  
 
Kathleen Pozarycki facilitated a conference call on the MyCoast App on June 12th with collaborators 
from Washington Department of Natural Resources (DNR) the United State Geological Survey (USGS), 
WA Sea Grant and the Northwest Straits Commission (NWSC). The team discussed how to bring the 
MyCoast App statewide. Chris Robertson, from Washington Department of Natural Resources, will 
provide funding starting in September of 2018 for a statewide launch of the app. An interagency 
agreement will be created between the DNR, USGS, NWSC and Sea Grant to confirm partnership and 
commitment.   
 
Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson attended the MRC Lead Staff Meeting on June 13th. The meeting 
included and update from Director Dr. Lucas Hart, discussion on regional projects and collaboration, 
updates to the Northwest Straits Commission Strategic Plan, a discussion on MRC 2018-2019 grants, and 
logistics for the upcoming Annual MRC conference.  
 
Elisa Dawson, SWM Staff Michael Smith, and Stillaguamish Tribal staff installed new housing for the 
water level monitoring device at Kayak Point Pier on June 14th.  The team replaced the water level 
device and the device will go begin recording water level and salinity data at Kayak Point.  



 
 
The MRC held their monthly meeting on June 20th, 2018. In attendance were MRC members Laura 
Gurley, Tom Doerge, Cathy Stanley, Franchesca Perez, Debbie Hopkins, Traci Sanderson, Bob Hillmann, 
Paul Clampitt, and Cathy Stanley. Snohomish County Surface Water Management has a new director, 
Gregg Farris, and he presented to the MRC about budget cuts for 2018 and 2019. The MRC also 
discussed their 2018-2019 Grant in preparation for the June 29th presentation to the Northwest Straits 
Commission.  
 
Bob Hillmann and Paul Clampitt attended the Snohomish County Crabber Education workshop on June 
21st. The purpose of the training is to teach volunteers for crabber outreach on opening weekend how to 
best interact with crabbers. Volunteers from this training will be working at the Everett Boat Launch and 
Kayak Point on June 30th, July 1st, and July 7th offering outreach materials to crabbers.  
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 
Snohomish County Surface Water Management is planning to cut the MRC Budget by $20,000 in 2018 
and by $46,000 unless the surface water utility rate increase is passed by Snohomish County Council. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified):  
 
Nearshore Beach Restoration Project: Snohomish County is working towards creating an update of the 
success of the nearshore beach nourishment project. The MRC is planning to use an existing contract 
with NRC Inc. to analyze forage fish data to contribute to a larger monitoring and status report. The 
purpose of the analysis and report is to examine the interrelationships between beach sediment grain 
size and forage fish egg presence both before and after the Nearshore Restoration Project was 
completed. The County had been collecting grain size and egg presence/absence data at 13 different 
sample locations. Surveys were taken once per month from approximately August-February at each site 
since 2011. The final report will analyze this data for each individual site, and give a summary of the 
general findings of the analysis as a whole. Development of the final report will be informed by previous 
reports and guidance created by the Snohomish County Marine Resources Committee and partners. A 
consultant will work on grain size and egg presence analysis for the MRC from August-October 2018. 
This will be part of a larger analysis being done by SWM staff. 
 
Nearshore Restoration Estuary and Salmon Recovery Program (ESRP) Learning Grant and Forage Fish 
Monitoring: Elisa Dawson and Traci Sanderson participated in the UW ESRP Monitoring. Elisa Dawson 



helped June 4, 5, 11, and 12. Traci Sanderson volunteered June 10th. Elisa and Traci helped Megan 
Dethier and Jason Toft record information at Snohomish County beaches on wrack, large woody debris, 
macroinvertebrates, and benthic organisms. This work is part of a match Snohomish County provides for 
the UW ESRP monitoring.  

 
 
Oil Spill Prevention, Preparedness and Response:  Susan Tarpley continues to attend Local Emergency 
Planning Team meetings.    
 
Snohomish Estuary Derelict Boat Removal Project: Kathleen Pozarycki continues to work address 
concerns from Snohomish County on risks and liability concerns from the County serving as a local 
sponsor for derelict boat removal.  The contract and work order was approved by Snohomish County 
Council on June 20, 2018.  The County will be using the State of Washington Department of Enterprise 
Services (DES) to solicit a contractor for the work.  After a contractor is chosen, the eight boats identified 
for removal can be posted. A removal deadline for the boats has been set for October 15.  
 
Kelp Project: The Kelp Team is working to finalize dates for July and August kelp monitoring at Edmonds, 
Mukilteo, and Meadowdale. Additional sampling may be done in June and September as capacity allows.  
 
MRC Grant 2017-2018 Ocean Literacy and MyCoast Monitoring: The MRC worked with Film Maker 
Florian Graner to create and purchase the film Discover the Salish Sea. The film was made specifically for 
Snohomish County K-5 Schools and features footage of our region which residents may recognize. The 
MRC provided the film to over 90 Snohomish County School teachers. The educational film was sent to 
them in DVD format. The MRC also included a USB drive with the corresponding curriculum which meets 
the Next Generation Science Standards. Assuming that each teacher shows the film to 30 students, the 
film will be shown to approximately 2,700 students.  A survey was sent out on June 21, 2018 to measure 
the number of students that saw the film and curriculum. 
 
Port Susan: Kathleen Pozarycki, Elisa Dawson, and Debbie Hopkins have been working with Northwest 
Straits Foundation staff Lisa Kaufman and Dana Oster to complete a mailer on free site visits to the Port 
Susan shoreline landowners. A final mailer was completed and will be mailed out this summer.   



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Whatcom 
Month/Year:  June 2018 
Submitted by:  Austin Rose 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 

• Eleanor Hines attended the second workshop to draft the Washington Marine Debris Action 
Plan (May 30-31).  The draft will be ready for review in mid-June.  The MRCs remain listed as 
partners for various actions.   

• A joint MRC meeting with Island and Skagit MRC is scheduled for July 18 at the Padilla Bay 
Reserve 

• The MRC participated in the Birch Bay Beach Fest and Feast at Birch Bay State Park which 
celebrated the reopening of 129 acres of shellfish beds at the mouth of Terrell Creek after and 
10 year closure. A ribbon cutting ceremony also occurred to celebrate the installation of the 
Jerry’s Journey interpretive signs within the park.  Jerry’s Larson’s family cut the ribbon and was 
presented an award to honor Jerry’s passion and stewardship of Birch Bay. Approx 500 people 
attended the event. 

• The MRC participated in the “What’s the Point” beach discovery event at the Point Whitehorn 
Marine Reserve on June 16. 

• Doug Stark helped lead a beach naturalist training at Birch Bay State Park in preparation for 
summer outreach events. 10 people participated. 

• MRC Staff attended the second workshop to develop the NWSI Kelp Recovery Plan. 
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 
N/A 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 

• Olympia oysters were retrieved from Fidalgo Bay and Deployed in N. Chuckanut Bay (May 15-
17).   

• All 6 of Jerry’s Journey interpretive signs were installed in Birch Bay State Park in mid-May. 
• Forage fish surveys continue on a monthly basis at Squalicum Beach, Marine Park, and the 

Aiston Preserve on Lummi Island.   
• MRC Staff, Atina Casas, and WCPW staff conducted a shoreline survey near the mouth of 

Chuckanut Creek to identify any potential bacteria sources that could be coming into the system 
and plan for bracketing sampling.  Higher bacteria counts continue to be found at the marine 
site in the mouth of Chuckanut Creek and do not correlate with data collected upstream. 

 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc) 
 
 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): 



 
Group photo from “Building Community Solutions to Prevent Land-Based Litter from Entering the Salish 

Sea Watershed” workshop.  Attended by MRC members Eleanor Hines and Bob Seaman. 
 

      
Photos from Jerry’s Journey interpretive sign panel installation in Birch Bay State Park.  Shown: Bob 
Cecile helping with kiosk installation.  Photo credit: Atina Casas 
 
Below (right) Ryan McLaughlin retrieving bags of baby 
Olympic Oysters from Fidalgo Bay. Photo credit: Chris 
Brown 
 

    
Doug Stark leading a Beach Naturalist Training in  
Birch Bay State Park. Photo credit: Aneka Sweeney, Whatcom Conservation District 
 
 



        
Photo left - Chris Brown, Ryan McLaughlin, Kristin Murray and husband gathering oysters bags for 
retirieval out of Fidalgo Bay. Photo credit: Austin Rose.  Photo right - Austin Rose teaching Bellingham 
Technical College students in North Chuckanut Bay on protocols for collecting spot size and spat count.  
Photo credit: Chris Brown.  
 

    
 Photo left – Bob Cecile using homemade pulley system to hoist bags of oyster to the Tommy Thompson 
trestle. Photo credit: Austin Rose. Photo right – Doug Stark, Bob Cecile, and Tim Smith (Austin’s husband) 
loading up oysters for deployment in N. Chuckanut Bay in the very early am.  Photo credit: Austin Rose 
 

   
Photo left – Alex speaking to visitors to the MRC booth at Birch Bay Beach Fest. Photo credit: Austin 
Rose. Photo right – Jerry’s family cutting the ribbon on the interpretive kiosk of Jerry’s Journey. Photo 
credit: Atina Casas. 



 
 

Commission staff highlights - June 2018  

 
End of fiscal year 
Members of the Commission needing travel reimbursements for expenses through June 30 must submit 
paperwork need to submit by July 6. MRC representatives also need to submit theirs to MRC staff within 
the first week of July.  
  
Kelp project update 
Emily Bishop has started as the kelp monitoring project coordinator. She will be focusing on QA/QC and 
working closely with Suzanne Shull to assure data is prepared for analysis.  
 
Kelp Recovery Plan Workshop  
Commission staff and other project partners held a Kelp Recovery Plan workshop on June 8 at the NOAA 
Sand Point facility in Seattle with 47 participants (half in person, half by WebEx), including representatives 
from all seven MRCs. The theme of this workshop was ecosystem linkages, data gaps and associated 
research and monitoring. A summary of the workshop is now in process. 
  
Forage fish 
The Commission held a forage fish beach sediment sampling training in partnership with WDFW on June 
1–23 people attended.  
 
MRC Grants 
Reviews are underway for the 2018-19 proposals from MRCs. A summary of the projects proposed is 
included in the meeting packet.  
 
The 2017-18 awards are at the end of the third reporting period. Due to the state fiscal year end and 
closeout, MRCs will have tight deadlines for submitting deliverables and invoices for the April-June period. 
Those deadlines have been shared with MRC staff. Please contact Sasha for additional information.  
 
Net Ecosystem Improvement 
Dan van Hees is continuing outreach to partners and presentations to MRCs as he develops a strategy to 
develop a Net Ecosystem Improvement model suitable for NWS Initiative project assessments.  
 
Strategic planning  
Lucas is scheduled to present the draft strategic plan to each of the MRCs in July, August and September 
and gather MRC perspectives on the themes and strategies discussed during the last NWS Initiative 
retreat. 



 
 

Commission staff highlights - June 2018  

 
 
2018 MRC Conference  
The conference planning committee met on June 11 and discussed the results of the survey sent to MRC 
members. The group narrowed down the list of topics and identified some next steps to move ideas 
forward. A save the date card is ready and can be handed out to MRC members at July meetings.  
 
20th Anniversary  
Commission staff summarized the list of ideas generated at the retreat in March, and identified a short list 
that seemed within capacity to accomplish. A list of past MRC members and a short interview were 
developed to collect some stories from legacy voices of the Initiative. MRC members are welcome to 
participate in this process. Contact Sasha if interested.  
 
Meeting attendance 
Sasha attended a meeting by conference call for a working group of partners in the expansion of the 
MyCoast app. This effort is being led by WA Dept of Natural Resources, with participation from WA Sea 
Grant, US Geological Survey and MRCs. It is anticipated that the statewide launch will happen in 
September 2018. 
 
The Commission hosted a meeting of the MRC lead staff on June 13 at Padilla Bay Reserve.  
 
Lucas attended: 
WA State Marine Debris Action plan meeting on May 30th and 31st.  
Coast Salish Gathering on vessel traffic on June 11th. 
Puget Sound Partnership Leadership Council meeting on June 12th. 
Puget Sound Ecosystem Monitoring Program Strategic plan interview on June 20th 
USGS/EPA joint strategy meeting on June 27th.  
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