
 
agenda 

 
 

Meeting:  Northwest Straits Commission 
Location:  WebEx Conference Call 
Date:  July 27, 2018 
Time:  10:00 AM to 12:00 PM 
 
To join the WebEx meeting, click here. Enter your name and email address and click “Join.” 
For audio conference only, dial: 1-240-454-0887, access code: 804 079 609   

 
10:00-10:10   Welcome and introductions 

Approval of June minutes 
Paul Clampitt, Chair 

10:10-10:25 NWSC committee reports 
Executive Committee 
External Relations Committee 
Science Advisory Committee 

 
Alan Clark  
Tom Cowan 
Ron Thom 

10:25-10:30 NEI name change (discussion)  Lucas   

10:30-10:45  Puget Sound priorities survey results  Kirsten Feifel, Department of 
Natural Resources  

10:45-11:15 MRC reports MRC Representatives 

11:15-11:25 Puget Sound Partnership update Karin Berkholtz, Puget Sound 
Partnership  

11:25-11:35 NWS Foundation update Caroline Gibson 

11:35-11:50 Business items 
Marine Program Manager update (Lucas)  
20th anniversary (Sasha) 
Kelp recovery plan update (Lucas) 
Strategic plan update (Lucas) 

Staff  

11:50-12:00 Public comment  All  

 

https://watech.webex.com/watech/j.php?MTID=md18373c1c190581e131d381aba715e95


 
minutes 

 
 

June 29, 2018 • 9:00am-3:00pm 
Pacific Rim Institute 

Northwest Straits Commission meeting  
Attendees: 
Commission Members: Paul Clampitt (Snohomish-Chair), Alan Clark (Clallam - Vice Chair), Elsa Schwartz 
(Island), Jeff Taylor (Jefferson), Ron Thom, Tom Cowan, Barbara Bennett (Island-alternate), Christina 
Koons (San Juan), Karin Berkholtz (Puget Sound Partnership alternate - phone) 

Commission Staff: Nicole Jordan, Sasha Horst, Lucas Hart, Dan van Hees 

Others in Attendance: Caroline Gibson (Northwest Straits Foundation), Tarrell Kullaway (Northwest 
Straits Foundation), Kathleen Pozarycki (Snohomish MRC staff), Tracy Alker (Skagit MRC staff), Cheryl 
Lowe (Jefferson MRC staff), Sarah Brown (Snohomish MRC member), Austin Rose (Whatcom MRC staff), 
Phyllis Bravinder (Skagit MRC member), Pete Haase (Skagit MRC member), Sarah Fisken (Jefferson-
alternate), Doug Stark (Whatcom MRC member), Dan McCarty (Natural Resources Division Manager at 
Skagit County Public Works). 

Absent: Sheida Sahandy, Cecilia Gobin, Jerry Masters, Nan McKay, Bob Cecile, Nate Biletnikoff 

Welcome and Introductions 

Paul opened the meeting and facilitated introductions.    

The minutes from the May Northwest Straits Commission meeting were approved as written.  

MRC Presentations 
Each MRC presented a proposed project for the upcoming year. The Commission and other attendees 
provided feedback during a question and answer period following each presentation. 

1. Skagit MRC, Pete Haase – Kids on the Beach 
a. Pete presented on the Kids on the Beach program which the Skagit MRC piloted this 

year. The MRC worked with Conway Middle School to coordinate an educational 
program for 50 eighth grade students. The students learned how to write research 
proposals, conduct field research and perform statistical analysis, and then present their 
research findings at a Science Symposium on May 11 at Fidalgo Bay Resort.  

b. The Commission discussed the value of collaborating with local schools on MRC projects 
and the importance of choosing age ranges which complement the project. The audience 
also expressed interest in updates in how the project progresses in future years.   

 
2. Snohomish MRC, Sarah Brown – MyCoast   
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a. Sarah presented on the 2019 goals for the MyCoast smartphone app, which included: 
developing a marketing campaign, creating materials to be shared among all the MRCs 
and beyond, and placing advertising in various local and regional media outlets. 
Washington Department of Natural Resources is funding the license that will make the 
app available statewide. The app will be available to use in other counties starting in 
September.  

b. The audience discussed different purposes for the app. Several MRCs are interested in 
using the app to help engage the public in their work. There was concern about the limited 
overall engagement for the grant dollars spent, and questions about whether the data is 
eventually used. 

3. Clallam MRC, Alan Clark – Elwha Beach Stewardship   
a. Alan presented on the MRCs efforts to steward the newly-formed Elwha Beach resulting 

from the removal of dams on the Elwha River, with a focus on reducing pet waste. The 
MRCs goals are to: continue supporting an intern focused on Elwha Beach stewardship; 
continue dog waste surveys year round; conduct educational outreach about the impacts 
of free-running dogs and dog waste, and; continue funding the portable toilet, dog waste 
bag dispenser and dog waste bins.  

b. The Commission discussed the challenge of securing a long-term solution for stewardship 
of the area. Suggestions for outreach at the beach included demonstrating the scale of 
the pet waste problem by flagging spots where pet waste has been picked up and having 
volunteers on site during times of high usage. The MRC was encouraged to engage 
regional stakeholders.  

4. Jefferson MRC, Cheryl Lowe and Sarah Fisken – Public Forum on Shellfish Aquaculture 
a. Cheryl and Sarah asked the audience to act as a focus group to help decide on key topic 

areas for a proposed Shellfish Aquaculture Forum. The forum’s goal is to increase public 
understanding of shellfish aquaculture issues, methods and impacts, emphasizing fact-
based, science-based information.  

b. Commission and audience members discussed each potential topic, provided suggestions, 
and voted by a show of hands on which topics they thought were important to include in 
a forum. Input included creating topic stations which people can circulate through, 
choosing a few key topics to focus on and/or combining topic ideas. 

5. San Juan MRC, Christina Koons – San Juan MRC’s Southern Resident Killer Whale Recovery Efforts 
a. Christina presented on the San Juan MRC’s project to educate boaters on whale conscious 

boating habits. The project consists of two components: outreach and education 
addressing boater behavior around Southern Resident Killer Whales and habitat 
restoration and monitoring to evaluate the effectiveness of increasing compliance.   

b. Commissioners praised the MRC for working on the transboundary issue and utilizing 
messaging from Canadian efforts for consistency.  
 

 
6. Island MRC, Barbara Bennett–Community forum outreach 

https://mycoast.org/
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a. Barbara presented on the MRCs community forums, which focus on building relationships 
and educating citizens on marine-related issues. Forums are structured with time for a 
guest speaker, educational presentation, and discussion. 

b. The audience discussed the minimal costs of hosting the forums and the benefit of having 
an evaluation at the end of forums and other outreach events. MRCs were interested in 
how other MRCs coordinate and organize forums.  

7. Whatcom MRC, Doug Stark–North Sound Stewards 
a. Doug presented on Whatcom MRC’s new volunteer training program, North Sound 

Stewards. The program was set up to train volunteers specifically in support of MRC and 
other citizen science projects. The MRC looked at similar programs, such as Skagit MRC’s 
Salish Sea Stewards volunteer training program.   

b. The audience discussed the benefit of the exit survey, which evaluates volunteer 
knowledge and attitude changes. They also discussed the various methods of 
administering volunteer training programs by MRCs. 
 

MRC 2018-2019 Grant Proposals 
The Commissioners reviewed and approved the MRC project list by consensus.  
 
Public Comment 
There was no public comment.  

 
Business Items 
June 30 marks the end of the state fiscal year. Travel reimbursement requests should be submitted as 
soon as possible to MRC or Commission staff. 
 
The 2018 MRC Conference will be held November 16-17 at the Fort Worden State Park and Conference 
Center in Port Townsend, Washington. Nicole handed out “save the date” cards for MRCs to hand out at 
their next MRC meeting.  
 Action: Ideas for conference topics or presenters can be forwarded to Sasha Horst 

at horst@nwstraits.org.  
 Action: Questions on lodging, registration and logistics can be forwarded to Nicole 

at jordan@nwstraits.org.  
 

 
*The next Commission meeting will be on July 27, 2018 from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM by WebEx 

Conference Call* 

mailto:horst@nwstraits.org
mailto:jordan@nwstraits.org


 
 

Executive Committee Meeting 
July 9, 2018 • 11:00am-12:00pm 

Conference call  
 
Committee Members: Alan Clark, Tom Cowan, Paul Clampitt, Ron Thom 
Commission Staff/Support: Sasha Horst, Lucas Hart, Nicole Jordan, Caroline Gibson  
Not in attendance: Terry Stevens 
 
2018-2019 Northwest Straits (NWS) Commission Budget 
The committee reviewed the draft budget for FY2018-19. Due to flat federal funding, Dept. of Ecology cost of 
living adjustments are beginning to result in a need to shift funds away from some budget categories to cover 
staff. Paul said he met with Maria Cantwell and plans to meet with a Cantwell staffer to follow up on his 
conversation about obtaining supplemental funding to the Commission. Paul requested guidance.  
 Action: Sasha will follow up with Paul to review old budgets.  

 
Nearshore and derelict gear programs: Are they important to the NWS Commission?  
Anne Murphy (NWS Foundation board member) recently requested more information on NWS Commission’s 
interest levels in the nearshore and derelict gear programs. The committee agreed to bring the issue to a NWS 
Commission meeting.  
 Action: Lucas and Caroline will work on creating a workgroup.  

 
NWS Commission involvement in policy (follow up on Barbara Bennett request; SMA/No Net Loss)  
At the recent NWS Commission meeting, Barbara Bennett requested the NWS Commission become more involved 
in no net loss policy. During the meeting, a Commission member pointed out that involvement in policy issues 
should come from each MRC on an individual basis. The Executive Committee agrees with this comment and 
added that MRCs are cautioned to consider the difficulty associated with achieving and quantifying no net loss. 
Ron Thom noted that no net loss has been documented as a failed policy.  
 
NWS Commission policy on staffing projects and programs  
The committee agreed that Lucas does not need to draft the policy.  
 
Commissioner recruitment  
Two NWS Commission gubernatorial appointees’ terms expire in October leaving two vacated positions. 
Individuals familiar with government appropriations and the network of environmental interests in Puget Sound 
are preferable.  
 Action: Those with suggestions on nominations should contact Lucas at hart@nwstraits.org.   

 
Marine program manager hiring update 
There were 41 applicants to the recently advertised marine program manager position. The Department of 
Ecology will conduct a preliminary evaluation of applicants–Lucas will then arrange a hiring committee to conduct 
ultimate interviews of finalists.  

 
***The next Executive Committee Meeting from 10:00 AM-12:00 PM Monday, August 6, 2018*** 

 
 

mailto:hart@nwstraits.org


MRC Monthly Report 

County: Clallam 

Month/Year: July 2018 

Submitted by: Cathy Lear and Helle Andersen 

Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-

chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  Pete Schroeder is now the representative for tourism and 

recreation. 

Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 

past month such as number of participants or highlights): none 

MRC Meeting: The meeting will be held July 20th in the Makah Marina conference room in Neah Bay. 

Topics on the July agenda include highlights of the West Elwha Beach Stewardship program, highlights of 

current Makah projects:  Patricia Sternbeck, Project Manager, will give an update on the Warmhouse 

House Beach Superfund; Katie Wrubel, Natural Resources Policy Analyst, will give an update on the 

Climate Change project; and Cole Svec, the Clallam MRC intern, will give a presentation on his 

participation in the Green Crab Removal project. Lucas Hart, NWSC Executive Director, will lead the 

discussion on where the NWS Initiative should go in the next 5 years. Finally, Tami Pokorny, NPC MRC 

coordinator, will provide a summary of the upcoming Salish Sea Shared Waters Forum.  

LIO/ERN Meeting:  None 

Funding Updates: (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  None 

Project Updates:  

Forage Fish Surveys:  Clallam MRC participated in the intensive summer survey conducted by WDFW 

along the Strait of Juan de Fuca. The MRC members sampled 10 beaches in the Sequim and Port Angeles 

area. The Cline Spit index site was one of the sites sampled during this survey. In addition, one site was 

surveyed but the substrate was deemed an unsuitable (too coarse) forage fish spawning habitat. The 

four sites on Elwha Beach and Ediz Hook will be sampled July 30th by Lower Elwha tribe field technicians 

and Helle Andersen. 

Pigeon Guillemot:  Clallam MRC continues to lead the survey effort at 16 monitoring sites between Port 

Williams and Freshwater Bay.  

Elwha Beach:   The MRC intern has taken over the bimonthly dog waste surveys for the two summer 

months (July and August). The intern is also conducting beach use surveys with a focus of getting an 

estimate of maximum usage. 

Shellfish Biotoxin: Clallam MRC continues to conduct the bimonthly shellfish monitoring at Pillar Point. 

Internship Program:   The intern program is now up and running. The six interns located in the Port 

Angeles area started June 25th and are busy working on the following projects: crabber outreach, pigeon 

guillemot surveys, green crab removal surveys, Elwha Beach stewardship, and kelp bed monitoring. The 

intern in Neah Bay is working closely with Adrianne Akmajian, who is leading the Makah’s green crab 

removal project. The intern program culminates in the Intern Celebration August 20th.  

Kelp Bed Monitoring: The first kelp bed survey was conducted July 16th in Clallam Bay by intern Griffin 

Hoins and Helle Andersen. The survey included exploring taking zooplankton samples as outlined in the 

NWSC protocol. 



Olympia Oyster Restoration: On July 19th more than 100 bags of Olympia oyster seed were moved from 

the area they have overwintered to the new restoration site at the head of Sequim Bay. The work was 

done by three Jamestown S’Kallam Tribe employees Chris, Casey, and Liz and Helle from Clallam MRC. 

The next step which includes spreading the shells with the Olympia oyster seed will take place in August.  



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Island 
Month/Year: July 2018 
Submitted by: Anna Toledo 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): None. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
Meetings:  

- On July 18, Island, Skagit, and Whatcom MRCs held a joint meeting at Padilla Bay. The agenda 
included presentations and discussions on the Northwest Straits Initiative Strategic Plan and 
marine debris. 

- The August 7th meeting will be held on Camano. Dan van Hees will present on the Net Ecosystem 
Improvement project. 
 

Events: 
- The MRC is partnering with NWSF and Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group on vegetation 

maintenance days at Cornet Bay on: July 16, July 27, August 10, August 24, and September 6 
from 10am-1pm. 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): None. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
Forage Fish: Surveys on Camano at Maple Grove and Camano Island State Park are starting up again, 
thanks to a couple great new volunteers. 
 
Bull Kelp: Volunteers have started summery kayak surveys. 
 
Eelgrass: The eelgrass team has conducted underwater videography surveys at the three survey sites: 
Holmes Harbor, Penn Cove, and Cornet Bay. 
 
Pigeon Guillemot: Summer surveys are underway by volunteers as well as the research intern. Guillemot 
Appreciation Days were held June 22 and 23. 
 
Outreach: Florian Graner is assembling footage from interviews for an informational video on the MRC. 
The MRC also submitted an Opportunity Fund application for an Island County-specific adaptation of 
“Discover the Salish Sea” to introduce to Island County schools. 
 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc): None. 
 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): 
 
 
 



 
Ann Casey, Govinda Rosling, and Frances Wood stand by a poster about the Pigeon Guillemot survey 
project during Guillemot Appreciation Days. Credit: Anna Toledo 
 

 
Lucas Hart presents at joint meeting of Island, Skagit, and Whatcom MRCs. Credit: Anna Toledo. 
 

 
Joint Island, Skagit, and Whatcom MRC meeting. Credit: Anna Toledo. 



JCMRC Monthly Report 
 
County:   Jefferson 
Month/Year:   July 2018 
Submitted by:  Cheryl Lowe 
 
Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to 
chair/vice-chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  
 
Roy Clark is our new Recreation Alternate (once the BOCC approves the MRC’s 
recommendation at the end of July).  Troy McKelvey is now the Recreation Rep. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events 
from past month such as number of participants or highlights):   
 
Past Meetings & Events:   

• July 10, 2018 - MRC monthly meeting (11 members/staff and 2 guests). NWSC Director 
Lucas Hart gave a presentation about updates to the NWSC Strategic Plan, with good 
discussions all around. Project updates also given. 

• Executive Committee will meet on July 31. 
• NWSC meeting June 29—Jeff, Sarah and Cheryl attended, with Sarah and Cheryl 

presenting info about an educational shellfish aquaculture forum proposed for 2019. 
• June 24 – Catch More Crab. See below. 
• June 26 – Rain garden installation in uptown PT. See below. 
• June 27 – Fort Townsend SP beach monitoring. See below. 
• June 30 -- Digging for Dinner Quilcene. See below. 
• July 13 -- Olympia oyster monitoring in Discovery Bay 

 
Upcoming Meetings/Events:   

• July 27-- Digging for Dinner #2 
• August MRC monthly meeting is cancelled. 
• August 7-8: MRC assisting with PTSD Maritime Discovery Program teacher training on 

OA. 
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing projects or any new projects identified): 

1. Monitoring: a) Fort Townsend Restoration: Annual beach character monitoring 
(assisting WDFW Habitat team with data collection) took place on June 27, 2018. Data 
report not yet available. OUTCOME: 4 new MRC volunteers and one MRC member 
participated.  b) Forage Fish Index Site (Adelma Beach):  Monthly monitoring scheduled 
for late July.  c) Kelp:  Judy Surber & Jeff Taylor coordinated and completed first 
monitoring of North Beach kelp bed on June 23.  OUTCOME: Survey completed with 3 
MRC member/volunteers. 



 
2. Rain Gardens:  A rain garden was installed in Port Townsend on June 26th in partnership 

with WSU Extension and City of Port Townsend at the corner of Madison and Garfield 
Streets.  It captures stormwater flow from a new drainage area within the Monroe 
stormdrain system.  

 
Twelve community volunteers contributed 70.5 hours of their time.  The City of Port 
Townsend provided equipment and site preparation work and waived the permit fees to 
work in the Right of Way. Two WSU Extension Water Program faculty provided advice, 
design, and coordination services.  We believe that the homeowner, Jan Burr, will be a 
great steward for this site. Also, local GreenPod’s “School of Green” videographer filmed 
the installation and created a short video which they plan to post online. 
 
We will be working with the City on a September installation location, based on findings 
from their developing Stormwater Management Plan.  

  
3. Education & Outreach:   

a. Digging for Dinner:  Our June 30th Digging for Dinner event was very successful 
with 43 participants and the assistance of 5 staff (MRC, DFW and Jefferson Co 
Public Health). Three MRC volunteers assisted with set-up and take-down. 
WDFW and NWSI social media plus local e-lists were very effective, along with 
some PR in the Peninsula Daily News. Registration filled 2 weeks ahead of time.  
Very few of the participants had ever harvested clams before and we continue to 
emphasize the connection between safe shellfish harvesting and individual water 
quality actions. 

b. Catch More Crab:  Jackie Gardner is the MRC Project Lead this year. In addition 
to getting educational packets in new crab pots at numerous retail outlets, Jackie 
also organized a free Crabbing 101 program on June 24 with “master crabbers” 
Troy McKelvey (MRC), Roy Clark (WDFW) and Don Williams (WDFW) that was 
held at a local West Marine store. 37 attendees including speakers and the two 
Clallam MRC crabber outreach interns. Jackie and Sarah Fisken were also at the 
PT Boat Haven docks on opening day of crabbing season, but because low tides 
were so early in the day, they only talked to about 12 crabbers. Jackie and Sarah 
are also working with WDFW to insert info packets in the crab pots that DFW 
enforcement division collects before they are given to a local charity to resell.  

c. Wooden Boat Festival: No update. 
d. Student engagement:  MRC is again partnering with the Port Townsend School 

District’s Maritime Discovery Program for a 2-day August teacher training 
focused on Ocean Acidification. MRC mostly provides place-based advice. MRC 
staff Cheryl Lowe has been assisting with planning for this program.  The MRC 
also continues to work with the Northwest Watershed Institute’s YES! program 
for high school students. One student weeded at the Fort Townsend shoreline 
restoration site with MRC guidance in June, another student helped with beach 



monitoring at Fort Townsend, with WDFW, and a student assisted at the 
Quilcene Digging for Dinner event. 

 
4. Olympia Oyster: (1) Discovery Bay: (a) Permit applications submitted in early June with 

Corps of Engineers, WDFW and Jefferson County. HPA and Co. Jefferson Shoreline 
Exemption Permits have been approved. (b) Annual monitoring at the ‘Powerline site’ 
took place on July 13, 2018 with 7 volunteers assisting. Data is still being tallied. See 
photos below. 
(2) Quilcene Bay: An alternative test site has been identified nearby at a lower tidal 
elevation. Seeded cultch will be placed there in August.   
(3) Killisut Harbor: The MRC approached Indian island NAV-MAG staff about a site visit 
to the remnant Olympia oyster population at the head of Killisut Harbor. A small group 
from MRC & WDFW (Sarah Fisken, Neil Harrington, Frank Handler, Brady Blake and 
Cheryl Lowe) joined NAV-MAG Natural Resource Manager Sara Street for a 
reconnaissance site visit there on June 26, 2018. Olympia oysters are still present in 
lower but stable numbers.  We discussed possible next steps.  
 

5. Voluntary No Anchor Zones:  We have been sharing information about this project with 
Friends of San Juans, who are looking into doing a similar project there. 

 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, 
questions to the Commission, etc.):    
 
Olympia oyster monitoring in Discovery Bay:  L-R, Greg Patton, Frank Handler, Neil Harrington, 
Shelley Patton, Kathy Woods-Smith, Jed Marshall, Glenn Hartley. Photo by Cheryl Lowe 
 

 
 



 
 
Olympia oysters cluster at the Powerline site. Photo by Cheryl Lowe. 
 

 
 
 
 
Beach monitoring at Fort Townsend State Park: L-R, Anne Seeley, Jane Atha (DFW) in back, 
Hannah Faulkner (DFW) and Sarah Fisken looking at beach wrack line. Photo by Cheryl Lowe. 
 

 



 
Catch More Crab program speakers and coordinators:  Troy McKelvey, Sarah Fisken, Jackie 
Gardner, Roy Clark and Don Williams. Photo by Cheryl Lowe. 
 

 
 
 
Digging for Dinner Quilcene participants heading out to the WDFW tidelands.  Photo by Cheryl 
Lowe. 
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MRC Monthly Report 

 
County: San Juan County 
Month/Year: July 2018 
Submitted by: Frances C. Robertson, Marine Program Coordinator 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  
 

 Jacklyn Fowler resigned from the Committee on July 10th.  
 

Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 

 The July MRC meeting was held in Friday Harbor on July 11th.  The MRC, in their additional 
capacity as the Salmon Recovery Citizens Advisory Group discussed and provided socio-
economic scores for this year’s salmon recovery proposals.   
 

 The Boat-Noise subcommittee met on July 2nd. Updates on the Whale Warning Flag project were 
shared. An update of the Task Force and its vessel working group were also shared with the 
group.  

 

 Christina Koons, MRC Vice-Chair attended the June 29th NWSC meeting in Coupeville. Christina 
presented on our proposed continuation and expansion of our SRKW recovery efforts.  

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 
The MRCs application for funds from the Marine Mammal Commission to assist with the SRKW Whale 
Warning Flag study was successful. This will allow us to assess the effectiveness of the whale flag this 
summer.   
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 
Whale-flag project:  

 The Pre-study survey was run through most of June and early July encompassing ~ one month of 
effort. This resulted in 125 completed surveys. Surveys were made available online, and in 
person during 5 dedicated dockside efforts –three days of effort at the Port of Friday Harbor and 
2 days of effort at Roche Harbor.  

 Since the end of June more than 100 flags have been distributed, including larger flags for land 
based sites. These are now in operation (see photos for images of the flag in use at Lime Kiln 
Lighthouse).  
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 Since the end of June ~5000 Be Whale Wise and Whale Flag outreach flyers have been 
distributed in San Juan County, Skagit and Whatcom Counties. We are very grateful to the 
efforts of Whatcom and Skagit MRCs in these efforts.  

 Flags and outreach material continue to be distributed to the whale watch fleet and interested 
members of the public.  

 Soundwatch commenced flag related data collection on July 1st. This will continue through mid-
September.  

 
Orcas Landing Project: 

 The ecology sign is in the final phase of production.  

 Patti Gobin continues to liaise with the contracted artist to ensure the second sign adequately 
tells the story of the tribe’s use of the San Juan Islands.  

 Installation of the signs has now been delayed until the fall due to construction delays at the 
Orcas Landing Site.  

 
Green Crab Monitoring and Catch More Crab:  

 300 Catch More Crab leaflets were distributed around San Juan Island. In addition online 
outreach material was shared via our social media sites.  

 MRC member Laura Jo Severson has been conducting green crab monitoring with Washington 
Sea Grant since April 2017. She and her team mate Chris Curtain have been monitoring a site at 
Third Lagoon on the south end of San Juan Island 2 days per month during the warm months. 
Thus far they have not detected any presence of green crab at their site, however the other San 
Juan Island team found a single green crab in Garrison Bay earlier this summer.   

 
Photos: 

 
 

Figure 1  The Whale Warning Flag flying at the Lime Kiln Lighthouse land based station. Photo: Karin Roemers-Kleven.  
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Figure 2 Whale Warning Flag, with whales in background, in action at the Lime Kiln lighthouse land based station. Photo: Jeanne 
Hyde 

   

 
Figure 3 Soundwatch in action intercepting a private recreational vessel moving at high speed towards an area with whales. This 
series of images highlights the importance of both Soundwatch and the Whale Warning Flag in our efforts to raise awareness of 

private boaters for the need for better boating behavior in waters frequented by whales. Photos: Jeanne Hyde 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Skagit 
Month/Year: July 2018 
Submitted by: Nate Biletnikoff/Tracy Alker 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): Rachel Best was officially appointed to the Skagit MRC as 
Morty Cohen’s replacement.  Rachel worked for the WA Dept of Ecology Hazardous Waste and Toxic 
Reduction program for 15 years helping businesses understand and comply with WA regulations.  She is also 
a 2016 Salish Sea Stewards graduate and is now serving as the MRC Project Lead for the Salish Sea 
Stewards program.  
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 

• July 18 - Joint MRC Meeting (11am-1pm): Skagit, Whatcom, and Island MRCs held a joint meeting 
and potluck at Padilla Bay.  Elsa Schwartz (Island MRC) Chaired the meeting; Jude Apple (Padilla Bay 
NERR/Skagit MRC member) provided the welcome; Lucas Hart presented the Northwest Straits 
Initiative’s Five Year Strategic Plan followed by a discussion; Eleanor Hines and Bob Seaman 
(Whatcom MRC) gave a presentation on marine debris followed by a discussion; and there was a 
very short roundtable discussion at the very end.  The meeting was well attended. Many stayed 
afterwards to continue networking and collaboration with other MRC members. 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): No updates. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 

• Salish Sea Stewards:  23 out of the 26 Salish Sea Stewards graduates from the class of 2018 
completed the training evaluation form.  The results have been compiled into a report. We received a 
lot of positive feedback.  The evaluation results and comments received will be taken into 
consideration for planning next year’s training.  The 26 new Salish Sea Stewards have logged 377 
volunteer hours so far.  Two people have already reached their 50 hour commitment.  The volunteers 
are participating in a wide variety of programs including Skagit MRC’s forage fish surveys and kelp 
surveys.  Joan Drinkwin continues to help connect Salish Sea Stewards with MRC projects that need 
volunteers and coordinates quarterly social events to help keep the Salish Sea Stewards engaged. 
Since January 2014, a total of over 21,112 hours have been logged by our volunteers.  The Salish Sea 
Stewards planning committee held a meeting on July 17th to start planning next year’s training.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Olympia Oyster Restoration: Many volunteers have been very busy conducting monitoring tasks 
including:   collection and redeployment of post-larval settlement cultch bags (Pacific oyster shells 
donated by Blau Oyster Company), deployment of shell strings, deployment and collection of tile 
stacks at two week intervals to monitor timing of post-larval recruitment, monitoring of oyster 

Photo: Salish Sea Stewards Class of 2018 



density and sizes at Trestle Plot B, monitoring of the oyster seed previously deployed at Cap Sante 
Marina and Sea Farers Park, shell enhancement plot sampling for density and sizes, and "Wide Area" 
transect sampling for oyster densities around Fidalgo Bay at the following locations:  east side of 
Fidalgo Bay (including new locations around the Shell Refinery RV Park), at the trestle, the north and 
south sides of the rip-rapped causeway, Weaverling Spit and the high channels next to Sharps Corner 
(south Fidalgo Bay).  Also, ongoing data entry and data analysis activities. 

• Fidalgo Bay Day: Fidalgo Bay Day will be held September 15 this year at the Fidalgo Bay Resort.  
Volunteers are starting to line up to help with different tasks.  Many of the supplies have been 
ordered. We are starting to more widely promote the event.  MRC Opportunity Funds will be used to 
help support the Discovery Passport activity and prizes as well as the marine plastics display. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Pinto Abalone Recovery:  Field work ended in April.  Very limited MRC funded work occurred April-
July, mainly just working on data analysis and the final report.  As part of the larger project, Puget 
Sound Restoration Fund (PSRF) began induced spawning attempts at May-July and to date have had 
three successful spawns producing 13 genetically distinct families and more than a million healthy 
larvae. They have filled the nursery tanks at the Manchester lab with post-set abalone.  They have 
also been working on regular animal husbandry activities including feeding, tank cleaning, water 
quality monitoring, etc. to keep the broodstock and juvenile abalone populations healthy. MRC’s 
funded field work will take place again for a few days in September with surveys on the young 
abalone outplant experiment at Allan Island.  

• Kelp Surveys:  Volunteers surveyed the kelp bed at Coffin rocks on Sunday, July 15th.  The lead 
volunteers trained some of the new Salish Sea Stewards volunteers on the kelp survey protocols at 
the Biz Point on July 17th.  Surveys will take place again in August and September.  

• Bowman Bay Restoration:  The Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group, on behalf of the Skagit MRC, 
coordinated a weeding and watering work party at the Bowman Bay restoration site on June 22 
and July 13 to maintain the health of the nearshore planting.  5 volunteers contributed a total of 
18 hours on June 22 and 4 volunteers contributed a total of 8 hours on July 13. The next work 
party will be held on August 3, at 10am. As part of the larger Bowman Bay Restoration Project 
(not currently funded under the MRC grant), Jason Morgan with the NWSF will be leading the 
beach seining surveys on July 25th at 2pm and the intertidal monitoring and beach wrack surveys 
on July 27th from 10:30am-2:00pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo Credit: Keelin Maurmann, SFEG- Volunteer Weeding and Watering Work Party 
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MRC Monthly Report 
County: Snohomish  
Month/Year: July 2018  
Submitted by: Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): No changes. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 
Sarah Brown, Kathleen Pozarycki, and Paul Clampitt attended the Northwest Straits Commission 
meeting on June 29th. At this meeting, the MRCs presented their annual grant ideas to the NWSC. Sarah 
Brown presented on behalf of the Snohomish MRC for their 2018-2019 grant. The grant focused on 
outreach related to the MyCoast app. 
 
Bob Hillmann, Paul Clampitt and Laura Gurley led the Snohomish County Crabber Education at the 
Everett Boat Launch and Kayak Point on June 30th, July 1st, and July 7th offering outreach materials to 
crabbers. MRC members were supported by Snohomish County WSU Extension Beach Watchers at the 
Everett 10th Street Boat Launch and Kayak Point Park. Additionally, MRC Member Susan Tarpley has 
handed out information to crabbers at the Edmonds Pier. Over the course of the outreach period thus 
far, the MRC Members and Beach Watchers have handed out information to an estimated 1,900 
crabbers. 
 
The MRC had a special informal meeting on July 9th. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the 
budget cuts presented by Snohomish County Surface Water Management Director Gregg Farris at the 
June 20th MRC meeting. MRC members discussed a strategy for meeting with County elected officials 
over their concerns about cuts to the MRC budget. 
 
The MRC held their monthly meeting on July 18th, 2018. In attendance were MRC members Sarah 
Brown, Mike Ehlebracht, Susan Tarpley, Laura Gurley, Tom Doerge, Cathy Stanley, Franchesca Perez, 
Debbie Hopkins, Bob Hillmann, Paul Clampitt, and Cathy Stanley. Traci Sanderson was unable to make 
this meeting. The MRC had guest speaker Karen Stewart from the City of Everett give a short 
presentation on Everett's work to update their Shoreline Master Plan and the Shoreline Access Plan. 
Three MRC members currently are volunteering for an advisory committee on the updates. The MRC 
also discussed their strategy for handling current budget cuts to the MRC program. The MRC also 
discussed a request by Congressman Rick Larsen to review House Amendment 911 to H.R. 6147 offered 
by Mrs. McMorris Rodgers of Washington to the Appropriations Bill for the Department of the Interior. 
The amendment would make funds appropriated to implement Clean Water Act rules unavailable for 
use by the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency for implementation of the act. The 



Washington Department of Ecology opposed the Amendment.  The 11 MRC members present voted on 
a recommendation to the County regarding the amendment.   Eight members representing a quorum 
supported the Department of Ecology’s recommendation to oppose the amendment, and three 
members abstained from the vote due to lack of information or conflict of interest. The MRC was only 
making a decision on the amendment, not the water quality rules it would affect.  
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 
Snohomish County Surface Water Management is planning to cut the MRC Budget by $30,000 in 2018 
and by $46,000 in 2019 unless the surface water utility rate increase is passed by Snohomish County 
Council. A letter to this affect was sent to Sarah Brown, chair of the Snohomish MRC, in which the 
details of the cuts were outlined.  The MRC is working to set up meetings with County Executive Dave 
Somers and County Council members to discuss the cuts to the MRC Program and the SWM rate 
increase. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 

Nearshore Beach Restoration Project: The MRC is working on analyzing nearshore restoration project 
data from before and after the restoration. The MRC will use an existing contract with NRC Inc. to 
analyze forage fish data to contribute to a larger monitoring and status report. The purpose of the 
analysis and report is to examine the interrelationships between beach sediment grain size and forage 
fish egg presence both before and after the Nearshore Restoration Project was completed. The County 
had been collecting grain size and egg presence/absence data at 13 different sample locations. Surveys 
were taken once per month from approximately August-February at each site since 2011. The final 
report will analyze this data for each individual site, and give a summary of the general findings of the 
analysis as a whole. Development of the final report will be informed by previous reports and guidance 
created by the Snohomish County Marine Resources Committee and partners. A presentation will be 
made to the Snohomish MRC on the findings in October 2018. 
Meadowdale: Congressman Rick Larsen and Executive Dave Somers visited Meadowdale Beach Park to 
review the proposed restoration plan.  In addition, several members of BNSF, the City of Edmonds, and 
local partners were in attendance. 



Nearshore Restoration Estuary and Salmon Recovery Program (ESRP) Learning Grant and Forage Fish 
Monitoring: Scheduling has begun for forage fish monitoring days for the August 2018-February 2019 
monitoring season. Snohomish County will continue monthly monitoring at the 14 Nearshore 
Restoration sites, two sites at Meadowdale Beach, and two sites at Picnic Point Beach as match for the 
ESRP grant. 
 
Snohomish Estuary Derelict Boat Removal Project: A site visit with interested contractors was held in 
mid- July.  Bids are due July 23rd to Snohomish County.  
 
Kelp Project: The Kelp Team completed July Kelp monitoring July 11-13. The first day of monitoring was 
at Mukilteo, where only one bed of kelp was found of the previously documented six or more kelp beds. 
Edmonds was surveyed the second day, where all three beds were present and surveyed. Robyn Rice 
volunteered to capture imagery that day using her drone (see images below). The final day of kelp 
monitoring was at Meadowdale Beach Park where no kelp beds were found where three were 
previously documented. One waypoint was marked where approximately 5 kelp plants were found, but 
this was not enough plants to constitute a bed. August kelp monitoring is scheduled for August 8-10. 

 
MRC Grant 2017-2018 Ocean Literacy and MyCoast Monitoring: The MRC is working to review results of 
the film and the number of students that saw the film. Additionally the MRC is working with a team to 
make the MyCoast App available statewide.  
 
Port Susan: Kathleen Pozarycki, Elisa Dawson, and Debbie Hopkins have been working with Northwest 
Straits Foundation staff Lisa Kaufman and Dana Oster on outreach for Port Susan Shoreline Landowners. 
The team has completed an outreach mailer for shoreline technical assistance visits was sent out to 
Snohomish County Shoreline residents the first week of July. 
 
 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Whatcom 
Month/Year:  July 2018 
Submitted by:  Austin Rose 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  
 
Kurt Baumgarten is now an ex-Officio member on the MRC representing the Port of Bellingham. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 

• A joint MRC meeting with Whatcom, Skagit, and Island MRCs was held on July 18 from 11:00-
1:00 at the Padilla Bay Estuarine Research Reserve. Presentations and discussions featured Lucas 
Hart, who provided information on the Northwest Straits Initiative Strategic Plan, and Whatcom 
MRC members discussed MRC involvement in developing partnerships and plans to prevent land 
based marine debris.  There was time at the end of the meeting for the MRCs to discuss project 
specific partnerships.  

• The MRC co-hosted a shoreline erosion beach walk with the Northwest Straits Foundation, Birch 
Bay Watershed and Aquatic Resources Management (BBWARM) District, and the Whatcom 
Conservation District on July 18 from 5:00-7:00pm at the Point Whitehorn Marine Preserve.  
There were 11 participants and a number of them showed interest in a site visit and 
participating in BBWARM’s Storm Watcher program. 
 

Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 
N/A 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 

• A marine special sampling has been developed for N. Chuckanut Bay. Water quality 
improvements have been demonstrated at freshwater stations, however elevated bacteria 
results are still experienced in portions of the bay, particularly during the dry season. This 
special study will evaluate bacteria results in the shoreline areas immediately adjacent to the 
mouth of Chuckanut Creek to help determine the zone impacted by elevated bacteria levels and 
potential areas with bacteria sources. 

• The MRC as acquired a volunteer intern, Amy Keiper, who is a 5th grade teacher with Blaine 
Elementary school and completing her Masters in Environmental Education  from Slippery Rock 
University.  Amy will be completing 300 volunteers hours for a summer internship helping with a 
variety of MRC projects.  An intern, Katie Ayres, has also been acquired to help with the North 
Sound Stewards program.  Katie is housed at RE Sources. 

• The Whatcom MRC’s first kelp survey for 2018 is scheduled for July 31 at the Aiston Preserve. 
 

Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, questions to 
the Commission, etc) 
 
 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): 

 
 



 
 

Commission staff highlights - July 2018  

 
 
Kelp project update 
Emily Bishop has started as the kelp monitoring project coordinator. She will be focusing on QA/QC and 
working closely with Suzanne Shull to assure data is prepared for analysis.  
 
Kelp Recovery Plan Workshop  
A summary of the workshop is available and can be found here. Contact Lucas for notes.  
  
MRC Grants 
Reviews are underway for the 2018-19 proposals from MRCs. A summary of the projects proposed is 
included in the meeting packet.  
 
Please contact Sasha for additional information.  
 
Net Ecosystem Improvement 
The Science Advisory Committee and Commission staff discussed changing the name of Net Ecosystem 
Improvement to “Actions to Impacts”  
 
Strategic planning  
Lucas presented the draft strategic plan to Jefferson MRC on July 10 and Whatcom, Skagit and Island 
MRCs at the joint meeting on July 18. He is planning to present to rest of the MRCs in August and 
September. 
 
2018 MRC Conference  
The conference planning committee is working on forming an agenda and coordinating session leads.   
 
20th Anniversary  
Commission staff are working on tasks identified in the summarized list of ideas generated at the retreat in 
March.  A list of past MRC members and a short interview were developed to collect some stories from 
legacy voices of the Initiative. MRC members are welcome to participate in this process. Contact Sasha if 
interested.  
 
Meeting attendance 
Nicole, Lucas and Dan attended the joint MRC meeting on July 18 between Island, Skagit and Whatcom 
MRCs.  



 
 

Commission staff highlights - July 2018  

 
Lucas attended the Clallam MRC meeting in Neah Bay on July 20th 
Lucas attended the Jefferson MRC meeting on July 10th  

Lucas provided a NWS Commission update to the Ecology management team on July 10th 
Lucas met with Representative Larsen’s and Senator Cantwell’s staff on July 13th and 24th, respectively 
 
 
 


	7-27-18_DRAFT_NWSCAgenda
	Meeting:  Northwest Straits Commission
	Location:  WebEx Conference Call
	Date:  July 27, 2018

	06-29-18_DRAFT_Minutes
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	UWelcome and Introductions
	Paul opened the meeting and facilitated introductions.
	The minutes from the May Northwest Straits Commission meeting were approved as written.
	UMRC Presentations UEach MRC presented a proposed project for the upcoming year. The Commission and other attendees provided feedback during a question and answer period following each presentation.
	1. Skagit MRC, Pete Haase – Kids on the Beach
	a. Pete presented on the Kids on the Beach program which the Skagit MRC piloted this year. The MRC worked with Conway Middle School to coordinate an educational program for 50 eighth grade students. The students learned how to write research proposals...
	b. The Commission discussed the value of collaborating with local schools on MRC projects and the importance of choosing age ranges which complement the project. The audience also expressed interest in updates in how the project progresses in future y...
	2. Snohomish MRC, Sarah Brown – MyCoast
	a. Sarah presented on the 2019 goals for the 32TUMyCoastU32T smartphone app, which included: developing a marketing campaign, creating materials to be shared among all the MRCs and beyond, and placing advertising in various local and regional media ou...
	3. Clallam MRC, Alan Clark – Elwha Beach Stewardship
	a. Alan presented on the MRCs efforts to steward the newly-formed Elwha Beach resulting from the removal of dams on the Elwha River, with a focus on reducing pet waste. The MRCs goals are to: continue supporting an intern focused on Elwha Beach stewar...
	b. The Commission discussed the challenge of securing a long-term solution for stewardship of the area. Suggestions for outreach at the beach included demonstrating the scale of the pet waste problem by flagging spots where pet waste has been picked u...
	4. Jefferson MRC, Cheryl Lowe and Sarah Fisken – Public Forum on Shellfish Aquaculture
	a. Cheryl and Sarah asked the audience to act as a focus group to help decide on key topic areas for a proposed Shellfish Aquaculture Forum. The forum’s goal is to increase public understanding of shellfish aquaculture issues, methods and impacts, emp...
	b. Commission and audience members discussed each potential topic, provided suggestions, and voted by a show of hands on which topics they thought were important to include in a forum. Input included creating topic stations which people can circulate ...
	5. San Juan MRC, Christina Koons – San Juan MRC’s Southern Resident Killer Whale Recovery Efforts
	a. Christina presented on the San Juan MRC’s project to educate boaters on whale conscious boating habits. The project consists of two components: outreach and education addressing boater behavior around Southern Resident Killer Whales and habitat res...
	b. Commissioners praised the MRC for working on the transboundary issue and utilizing messaging from Canadian efforts for consistency.
	6. Island MRC, Barbara Bennett–Community forum outreach
	a. Barbara presented on the MRCs community forums, which focus on building relationships and educating citizens on marine-related issues. Forums are structured with time for a guest speaker, educational presentation, and discussion.
	b. The audience discussed the minimal costs of hosting the forums and the benefit of having an evaluation at the end of forums and other outreach events. MRCs were interested in how other MRCs coordinate and organize forums.
	7. Whatcom MRC, Doug Stark–North Sound Stewards
	a. Doug presented on Whatcom MRC’s new volunteer training program, North Sound Stewards. The program was set up to train volunteers specifically in support of MRC and other citizen science projects. The MRC looked at similar programs, such as Skagit M...
	b. The audience discussed the benefit of the exit survey, which evaluates volunteer knowledge and attitude changes. They also discussed the various methods of administering volunteer training programs by MRCs.
	MRC 2018-2019 Grant Proposals
	The Commissioners reviewed and approved the MRC project list by consensus.
	Public Comment
	There was no public comment.
	Business Items
	June 30 marks the end of the state fiscal year. Travel reimbursement requests should be submitted as soon as possible to MRC or Commission staff.
	The 2018 MRC Conference will be held November 16-17 at the Fort Worden State Park and Conference Center in Port Townsend, Washington. Nicole handed out “save the date” cards for MRCs to hand out at their next MRC meeting.
	 Action: Ideas for conference topics or presenters can be forwarded to Sasha Horst at 32Thorst@nwstraits.org32T.
	 Action: Questions on lodging, registration and logistics can be forwarded to Nicole at 32Tjordan@nwstraits.org32T.
	*The next Commission meeting will be on July 27, 2018 from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM by WebEx Conference Call*
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