
 
agenda 

 
 

Location: Northwest Maritime Center, 431 Water St, Port Townsend, WA 98368 
Date/Time: April 26, 2019 from 9:45 AM to 2:30 PM 

 
9:45-9:50 Opening and introductions 

Approval of February minutes 
 

Paul Clampitt, Chair 

9:50-10:00 Welcome to Jefferson  Greg Brotherton, Jefferson County 
Commissioner 

10:00-10:20 NWSC committee reports 
Executive Committee 
Science Advisory Committee 
External Relations  

 
Alan Clark  
Dana Oster 
Tom Cowan  

10:20-10:30 Director’s report  Lucas  

10:30-10:45 Business items 
MRC Conference planning committee 
(Sasha) 
Communications ad hoc committee 
(Sasha) 
MRC project collaboration event (Dana) 
Meeting highlights (Nicole) 

Staff 
 

10:45-11:00 Retreat debrief  All  

11:00-11:15 Supplementing kelp surveys with satellite 
images 

Jeff Taylor, Jefferson MRC 

11:15-12:00 MRC reports MRC Representatives 

12:00-1:00 Working lunch All 

1:00-1:20 Developing an external communications 
strategy -- igniting the network    

Jon Bridgeman, Puget Sound 
Partnership 



 
agenda 

 
 

1:20-1:30 NWIFC/Tribal update Cecilia Gobin  

1:30-1:40 Northwest Straits Foundation update Anne Murphy, President of NWS 
Foundation  

1:40-1:50 Puget Sound Partnership update Karin Berkholtz, Puget Sound 
Partnership 

1:50-2:00 Elections  All  

2:00-2:15 Roundtable All 

2:15-2:30 Public comment  

2:30 Adjourn  

   

 



 
minutes 

 
 

February 22, 2019 • 10:00 AM-12:00 PM 
WebEx – Conference call 

Northwest Straits Commission meeting  
Attendees: 
Commission Members: Paul Clampitt (Snohomish-Chair), Bob Cecile (Whatcom), Tom Cowan, Elsa 
Schwartz (Island), Jeff Taylor (Jefferson), Christina Koons (San Juan), Ron Thom, Karin Berkholtz (Puget 
Sound Partnership Alternate), Pete Haase (Skagit), Nan McKay, Cecilia Gobin (Tribal), Chris Castner, Sissi 
Bruch (Clallam Alternate) 
Commission Staff: Lucas Hart, Nicole Jordan, Sasha Horst, Dana Oster  
Others in Attendance: Don Hunger (Northwest Straits Foundation), Phyllis Bravinder (Skagit Alternate) 
Absent: Alan Clark (Clallam-Vice Chair) 
 
Opening and Introductions 
Paul opened the meeting and facilitated introductions.    
 
The minutes from the January Northwest Straits (NWS) Commission meeting were approved by 
consensus.  
 
NWS Commission - committee reports 
Executive Committee  
Lucas said the committee reviewed and approved a request from the Puget Sound Restoration Fund 
asking for the Commission’s support on Senate Bill 5404 and the funding requests. A joint NWS 
Foundation and Commission Executive Committee meeting will be scheduled after the retreat. 
 
External Relations Committee 
Tom said Christina Koons and Don Hunger joined the committee. External Relations Committee 
members continue to meet with state legislators to update them on the NWS Commission and discuss 
funding. The committee will continue to work on coordinating future meetings with key officials.  
 
Science Advisory Committee 
Ron Thom said the committee provided guidance to NWS Commission staff on streamlining the Request 
for Proposals for the 2019-20 NWS Commission grants. The committee will be scheduling a follow up 
meeting soon.  
 
 
MRC reports  
Monthly reports for each MRC are available by visiting this link: http://www.nwstraits.org/archive/  
  
 
 
 

http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2019-20/Pdf/Bill%20Reports/Senate/5404%20SBA%20AWNP%2019.pdf
http://www.nwstraits.org/archive/
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Clallam  
Sissi said the MRC is working on winter forage fish sampling and planning their 2019 internship program. 
The MRC submitted an application for the Lodging Tax Grant to cover some of the costs of the upcoming 
Orca forum. 
 
Island 
Elsa said the MRC had to cancel their February meeting due to weather. The MRC recently hosted 
booths at the Habitat Restoration Demystified Workshop and at Sound Waters University. The MRC is 
considering ways to celebrate their 20th anniversary as a public relations opportunity.  
 
Jefferson 
Jeff said the MRC is planning their shellfish forum for June and is working on winter forage fish surveys. 
The MRC’s 2018 annual report and summary version are available on our website home page 
http://www.jeffersonmrc.org.  
 
San Juan 
Christina said the MRC hosted a Be Whale Wise booth at the Seattle Boat Show. The MRC talked to over 
3,000 people, distributed at least 2,000 Be Whale Wise leaflets, sold over 100 whale warning flags and 
estimated that >50,000 people saw the Be Whale Wise logo. The MRC has two vacancies.  
 
Skagit  
Pete said the MRC had to cancel their February meeting due to weather. The MRC is accepting 
applications for the Salish Sea Stewards training.  The MRC is working on winter forage fish surveys. 
Fidalgo Bay Day is now scheduled for August 24, 2019.   
 
Snohomish 
Paul said the MRC hosted a booth at Sound Waters University 2019. The MRC is working on analyzing 
nearshore restoration project data from before and after restorations. The nearshore data will be used 
to create an online story board to convey this information to the public.   
 
Whatcom  
Bob said the orca forum originally planned for January was postponed due to the federal government 
shutdown leaving speakers unable to commit. A North Sound Stewards advisory committee is planning 
an orientation evening for volunteers–47 people have signed up to participate in the program. 
 
Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission (NWIFC)/Tribal update 
Cecilia said she is reviewing information collected by NWS Commission staff on tribal partnerships 
throughout the NWS Initiative. Cecilia is working on possible ways to strengthen collaboration with 
tribes.   
 
Northwest Straits (NWS) Foundation update 

http://www.jeffersonmrc.org/
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Don Hunger introduced himself as the interim director for six months in Caroline Gibson’s absence. The 
NWS Foundation is continuing work to attract support from the private sector. NWS Foundation staff 
will be in contact with the MRCs on submissions to the MRC Opportunity Fund.  The NWS Foundation 
board is seeking candidates with non-profit experience for board membership from Island, Whatcom 
and San Juan counties.    
 Action: Don can be reached at don@nwstraitsfoundation.org.  

 
Puget Sound Partnership (Partnership) update 
Karin said Sheida Sahandy is leaving the Partnership May 3 after five years of leadership. Her prospective 
replacement is Laura Blackmore. The EPA approved the 2018 Action Agenda without condition, 
concurrently lifting the conditions on the 2016 Action Agenda. The Partnership is seeking collaboration 
points between the NWS Initiative and the implementation of the Action Agenda, specifically Chapter 2 
in the Implementation Plan.  Puget Sound Day on the Hill is scheduled for May 14-16. 
 
Business items 
 
Chair/Vice-Chair Nominations Committee 
Nan agreed to serve as the Nominations Committee for NWS Commission elections in April. 
 
Kelp recovery plan workshop update 
Dana said the February 28 Kelp Conservation and Recovery Workshop will focus on high-priority data 
gaps and discussing actions organizations can take to address data gaps.   
 
Pinto Abalone support letter 
Dana said a letter was submitted to Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife supporting the state 
listing of pinto abalone as endangered. 
 
MRC grants request for proposals  
Commission staff are developing the request for proposals that will be issued in the spring of 2019. 
Quarterly deliverables and payment requests for the current sub-awards were reviewed, and final 
payment approvals completed by Ecology fiscal staff. 
 
Sound Water University report out  
Several members of the NWS Initiative attended the recent Sound Waters University event on Whidbey 
Island in early February including Snohomish MRC, Island MRC and NWS Initiative staff.  
 
 
 
 
Northwest Straits Infographics 

mailto:don@nwstraitsfoundation.org
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Nicole’s position was reclassified as Communication and Outreach Specialist and she will be full-time in 
March. This will allow for expanded support on NWS Initiative-wide communication and outreach 
efforts, facilitation support, infographic creation and more.  
 Action: Contact Nicole at jordan@nwstraits.org with questions. 

 
Round table 
The Commission discussed various bills in the current legislative session. Commissioners are encouraged 
to take advantage of the Partnership’s legislative update calls which are open to anyone interested in 
the current state legislative session.  
 Action: Those interested in joining the weekly Partnership legislative calls can dial 1-855-929-

3239, access code 807 543 663 each Friday at 11:30. The hour-long calls will take place through 
the end of session. 

 
Public comment  
There was no public comment.  
 
 

* The next Commission meeting will be on April 26, 2019 at the Northwest Maritime Center in Port 
Townsend, WA.  

mailto:jordan@nwstraits.org


 
 

***The next Executive Committee Meeting will be a conference call on May 1 at 11:00 AM *** 

Executive Committee Meeting 
April 1, 2019 • 11:00am-12:00pm 

Conference call  
 
Committee Members: Alan Clark, Ron Thom, Tom Cowan, Paul Clampitt 
Commission Staff/Support: Nicole Jordan, Lucas Hart 
Absent: Jude Apple  
 
Retreat follow up  
In follow up from the retreat, Lucas said he is working on a Northwest Straits (NWS) Initiative Operations Plan to support 
the NWS Initiative’s Strategic Plan with Don Hunger and Caroline Gibson. The Strategic Plan will be taken to the lead 
staff meeting in April to discuss metrics that can be applied to the strategic plan.  
 
Making the retreat an “Initiative” retreat  
The committee agreed it would be advantageous to hold the retreat as an annual Northwest Straits (NWS) Initiative 
event. This would allow for continual collaboration and would not preclude the NWS Commission and NWS Foundation 
from holding their own retreats.  
 
Nan’s term on Commission  
Nan McKay’s original appointment on the NWS Commission was for a partial term and the committee agreed that we 
should explore extending Nan’s appointment so she can serve two full terms. Ron suggested having a NWS 
Commissioner emeritus position–the committee will discuss the emeritus position once more information is provided.  
 Action: Lucas will research the details on creating a NWS Commissioner emeritus position.   

 
Conflict of Interest discussion (attachment)  
The committee discussed the NWS Commission’s Conflict of Interest Policy and the process of dealing with concerns 
when they arise. Concerns should be brought to the Executive Committee who will follow up on addressing the issue.   
 Action: Ron will work with Dana on putting together a Conflict of Interest Policy for Science Advisory Committee 

members.  
 Action: A signature line will be added to the current Conflict of Interest Policy for NWS Commissioners.  
 Action: All Commissioners and Science Advisory Committee members will be asked to sign the respective forms. 

 
Puget Sound Partnership (Partnership) director  
Sheida Sahandy is resigning from the Partnership. The committee agreed to provide a letter of support for the current 
candidate, Laura Blackmore.   
 
Puget Sound Day on the Hill – planned attendance and registration  
Lucas and Christina Koons plan to attend Puget Sound Day on the Hill.  
 Action: Lucas will continue setting up meetings with key contacts in Washington DC.  

 
State funding update/2019-2020 budget  
Lucas said NWS Commission funding was included in the draft Senate ways and means budget but did not include the 
some of the requested language. Lucas has asked legislative staff if an amendment can be made to the language.  
 Action: Lucas will continue to follow the legislative session and provide updates to the Executive Committee.  

 
Fun fact on leveraged funds (3:1) (attachment)  
Lucas said the NWS Commission provides a 3:1 leveraging on federal funds.  



 
 

Commission staff highlights – April 2019  

 
 
Annual Report – the 2018 Northwest Straits Initiative’s Annual Report is complete. Read more here: http://bit.ly/2JT6IIm 
 
MRC Grants – The second quarter is now complete for the current MRC awards, with reporting due in mid-April and 
payment requests now in process.  
 
Kelp – The Northwest Straits Initiative hosted the 3rd Kelp Conservation and Recovery Workshop at Padilla Bay on February 
28. There were 44 participants representing local, state, and federal agencies, tribes, NGOs, researchers, and MRCs all in 
the room to discuss actions needed to fill knowledge gaps around Puget Sound kelp. Dana and Suzanne are working to 
organize and update the MRC kelp data, datasheets, and photos to be uploaded to Sound IQ. Members from all 7 MRCs 
attended the Kelp Workshop April 18 at the Maritime Center in Port Townsend to review the regional project, and discuss 
methods and strategies going forward. Dana will work on reviewing data and plans to put together a report or story map of 
the 2015-2018 data.  
 
Forage Fish – Lisa Hillier of WA Dept of Fish and Wildlife is working on joining every MRC for a forage fish sampling to 
provide tips and answer questions. Dana and Lisa are planning to organize a training on forage fish spawning surveys for 
June or July. Please email Dana if you or your know someone interested in taking the training.  
 
Strategic planning – Lucas is working with Commission, MRC and Foundation staff to create an operations plan to 
complete the strategic planning process. The goal is to have the full draft strategic plan ready for review by the 
Commission in June at the latest. 
 
2019 Northwest Straits Initiative Retreat – The Northwest Straits Initiative held a joint retreat on March 21-22 on Camano 
Island facilitated by Hilary Wilkinson.  
 
Meeting attendance  

• Dana attended: 
o Island MRC meeting 3/5, Whatcom MRC meeting 3/7 & 4/4, Skagit MRC meeting 3/14, Jefferson MRC 

meeting 4/2 
o Meeting with NOAA and Hollings Scholar 3/25 
o UW Capstone Meet and Greet 4/15 
o Shoreline Armor in Puget Sound Workshop 4/23 
o Kelp Conservation and Recovery Workshop 2/28, MRC Kelp Monitoring Workshop 4/18 

• Nicole attended: Whatcom MRC meeting on 4/4, Skagit MRC meeting on 4/11.  
• Lucas attended Jefferson and Clallam MRC meetings on 4/2 and 4/15, respectively.  

 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Clallam 
Month/Year: March and April, 2019  
Submitted by: Helle Andersen 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): Kathy Cooper resigned in December, 2018. The position is 
still open. At the April 15 meeting it was decided to submit a resolution to the Commissioners 
requesting to change the position representing the Marine Trade to an At-Large position. 

Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): The Clallam MRC held their monthly meetings 
March 18 and April 15. At the March meeting Craig Cornell, Area Response Manager for MSRC, gave a 
presentation on their current oil spill preparedness efforts in the Strait of Juan de Fuca. Other topics at 
the meetings included the 2019 Opportunity Fund, the 2019 Fellowship, projects selection for the 2019-
20 NWSC grant cycle, the upcoming Orca forum and filling the Marine Trade position. Participation in 
other meetings includes Alan Clark’s participation in the NWSC executive meeting February 4th, the in-
person meeting January 25th in Camano Island Library, and the NWSC Webex executive meeting March 
13th; and Jeff Ward’s participation in the quarterly LIO/ERN meeting February 22nd. Jeff ward and Alan 
Clark participated in the kelp workshop April 18th. 

Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): Clallam MRC 
was awarded the Lodging Tax Grant to cover the costs of advertising for the upcoming Orca forum May 
10th. Clallam MRC applied for the WDFW grant through the NWSF is over other expenses associated with 
the forum. NWSF has provided positive feedback but we have not received the funds yet. Clallam MRC 
will be applying for the 2019 MRC Opportunity Grant will a proposal of purchasing substrate for the new 
Olympia oyster restoration site in Blyn. We will also submit a proposal for the 2019 Fellowship for a 
video intern creating 2-3 videos about what Clallam MRC is all about and some of our projects. The 
deadline for both of these proposals is May 1st. 

Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project, any new projects identified, project 
activities): 

Forage Fish sampling was conducted at Cline Spit March 27th and the April sampling is planned for April 
24th. 

Oil Spill Preparedness: The oiled wildlife training with Focus Wildlife is planned for April 27th. So far 53 
volunteers have signed up for the class. An article about the training was published in Sequim Gazette 
https://www.sequimgazette.com/news/get-training-to-help-in-oiled-wildlife-emergencies/  

Internship Program: Advertising for the 2019 summer internships commenced in end of March with 
sending the attached brochures to contacts at different educational institutes, list servers, mailchimp 
email to about 110 recipients, posting it on Clallam MRC website and getting a small article in the 
Peninsula Daily News http://www.peninsuladailynews.com/news/clallam-marine-resources-committee-
offers-internships/.  In additional Helle Andersen went up to the Peninsula Collage visiting three classes 
and handing the brochure out to about 65 students.  

Marine Debris: Helle Andersen in partnership with CoastSavers coordinated the Earth Day cleanup 
efforts between Dungeness Spit and Clallam Bay. The cleanup effort will take place April 20th. 

https://www.sequimgazette.com/news/get-training-to-help-in-oiled-wildlife-emergencies/
http://www.peninsuladailynews.com/news/clallam-marine-resources-committee-offers-internships/
http://www.peninsuladailynews.com/news/clallam-marine-resources-committee-offers-internships/


Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, advisory 
actions the MRC is taking, questions to the Commission, etc): On March 11th Jeff Ward presented for the 
Clallam County Commissioners and Ann Soule and Peggy McClure for the Sequim City Council. The 
presentations focused on the current work of the Clallam MRC and a little about the history of the 
Initiative.  

Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): None 



MRC Monthly Report 
County: Island 
Month/Year: March 2019 
Submitted by: Anna Toledo 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): None. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
Past Meetings/Events: 

- Feb 19: Special MRC meeting, primarily on project planning, as well as discussion of a comment 
letter on the pinto abalone status review. 

- Mar 5: MRC meeting: project planning 
- Mar 6: Quarterly update to Board of County Commissioners 
- Mar 19: Sunlight Shores planting party in collaboration with NWSF. 18 volunteers planted 1,500 

pieces of dunegrass, and several other species of native plants: coastal strawberries, coast 
gumweed, beach pea, seashore lupine, sea plantain, ocean spray, red flowering currant, Nootka 
rose, and snowberry. 

 
Upcoming Meetings/Events: 

- During the month of April, the MRC will have a display on marine food webs at the Coupeville 
Library. 

- Apr 2: MRC meeting: Presentation on Plastic Free Salish Sea and discussion on funding 
opportunities. 

- Apr 18: Kelp workshop organized by NWSC. 
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): None. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project, any new projects identified, project 
activities): 
Forage Fish: The forage fish team is discussing site prioritization, and structuring the project in a way to 
engage and maintain volunteers. We will be working with the NWSC, NWSF, and WDFW to schedule a 
training for new volunteers.  
 
Eelgrass: The eelgrass team met in early March, and decided this summer to conduct underwater video 
monitoring at Cornet Bay. Aerial photography will be conducted for both islands. The team will be 
accepting new volunteers interested in observing and learning more about the project. 
 
Bull Kelp: Linda Rhodes and Randy Berthold will attend the MRC kelp workshop hosted by the NWSC in 
April. 
 
Outreach:  The “Discover Our Island Shores” film and classroom activity was distributed to schools in 
Island County’s four school districts. We are hosting an art contest to accompany the project. Artwork 
from finalists will be displayed on the MRC website, and winners will be chosen in May. A display on 
marine food webs will be displayed at the Coupeville library during the month of April. The film was also 
submitted to the American Fisheries Society and The Wildlife Society’s Reno Film Festival: Renovating 
Habitat for Fish and Wildlife. 



Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, advisory 
actions the MRC is taking, questions to the Commission, etc): The Board of Island County Commissioners 
decided not to submit a comment letter on the pinto abalone status, as drafted by the MRC, but rather 
to have County Commissioners submit comment on an individual basis. 
 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Volunteers planting native vegetation at Sunlight Shores nearshore restoration site. Photos: Anna 
Toledo. 



MRC Monthly Report 
County: Island 
Month/Year: April 2019 
Submitted by: Anna Toledo 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): We welcomed Gwendolyn Hannam as a new MRC 
member. She has a background in water quality and works for the Whidbey Island Conservation District. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
Past Meetings/Events: 

- Apr 2: MRC meeting: Presentation on Plastic Free Salish Sea and discussion on funding 
opportunities. 

 
Upcoming Meetings/Events: 

- During the month of April, the MRC has a display on marine food webs at the Coupeville Library. 
- May 7: MRC meeting on Camano: Phill Dionne (WDFW) will be presenting on forage fish and 

smelt fishing practices and regulations. 
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): None. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project, any new projects identified, project 
activities): 
 
Forage Fish: The forage fish team met with staff from the NWSC, NWSF, and WDFW to discuss site 
prioritization and project structure. We will be focusing on restoration sites: Cornet Bay, Ala Spit, Hidden 
Beach, and Seahorse Siesta. We will discontinue monitoring at Camano Island State Park, as the 
feasibility study determined restoration would not be feasible. Sampling will continue at Maple Grove 
on Camano, and there is capacity to add an additional Camano site. We are recruiting volunteers for a 
training to be held by WDFW, likely this summer.  
 
Eelgrass: Underwater videography is planned for Cornet Bay this summer. Aerial photography will be 
conducted for both islands.  
 
Bull Kelp: Linda Rhodes and Randy Berthold attended the MRC kelp workshop hosted by the NWSC. 
 
Outreach:  We are hosting an art contest to accompany the “Discover Our Island Shores” video and 
classroom activity. Artwork from finalists will be displayed on the MRC website in May. Kelly Zupich 
designed a display on marine food webs and the MRC, which can be seen at the Coupeville library during 
the month of April. 
 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, advisory 
actions the MRC is taking, questions to the Commission, etc): None. 
 
 
 
 



Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example marine food web on display at Coupeville Library. Photo: Anna Toledo. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Display on the MRC, highlighting the “Discover Our Island Shores” project at the Coupeville Library. 
Photo: Kelly Zupich. 



JCMRC Monthly Report 
 
County:   Jefferson 
Month/Year:   March 2019   
Submitted by:  Cheryl Lowe 
 
Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to 
chair/vice-chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  

• No new updates 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events 
from past month such as number of participants or highlights):   
 
Past Meetings & Events:   

• March 5, 2019 MRC monthly meeting (18 members/staff & 3 guests) held at Port 
Commissioner’s building. Guest Jim Pivarnik, Interim Port of PT Director, gave an update 
on some of the major facility projects of interest to the MRC, including a new approach 
for the Point Hudson jetty and mitigation, Boat Haven jetty repairs, and meeting 
environmental standards in the PT Boatyard 

• Exec Committee March 20 – Gordon, Emily, Sarah, Jeff 
• PSEMP nearshore meeting on March 29 with Cheryl Lowe attending by web-ex 
• Strait ERN mtg Feb 22 with Cheryl representing the MRC 
• Jeff Taylor attended NWSC retreat March 21-22 
• NWSC Kelp workshop-attended by Judy D’Amore, Emily Bishop, Nam Siu 
•  

Upcoming Meetings/Events:   
• April 2 MRC mtg 
• April 10 Oly baseline field work in Disco Bay lagoon site. 
• Apr 22. Oly shell distribution in Disco Bay lagoon site. 
• Apr 28-29 rain garden installation 
• June 28 Shellfish Aquaculture Educational Forum 
• TBD—two June crabber outreach programs 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  

Nothing to report. 
 

Project Updates (progress from past month on existing projects or any new projects identified): 
1. Monitoring: a) Fort Townsend: Forage fish monitoring completed for season. No report 

yet from PNPTC on egg counts from December and January, Feb.  b) Forage Fish Index 
Site (Adelma Beach):  March 25th sampling. No eggs found for Jan or March. c) Kelp: 
Project teams convening on April 18th by NWSC. MRC’s PT Outfall Pipe group to 
coordinate data collection for the East North Beach kelp bed this coming year. MRC 
members Judy D’Amore (representing the MRC), Nam Siu (representing DFW) and Emily 



Bishop (various professional connections) attended the NWSC kelp recovery planning 
meeting on February 28th.   

 
2. Rain Gardens:  First rain garden installation scheduled for Apr 28-29th at an uptown PT 

site (Lincoln & Adams Streets) with City of PT  & PT School District OCEAN program.  
Quilcene site in fall 2019, in partnership with a Jefferson County Public Works road 
project. 

 
3. Education & Outreach:   

a. Planning for shellfish aquaculture forum continues. Northwest Straits 
Commission and Northwest Maritime Center will be listed as co-sponsors. 

b. MRC’s 2018 annual report and summary version are available on our website 
home page http://www.jeffersonmrc.org  

 
4. Olympia Oyster: March co-managers planning meeting.  Dates set for DB lagoon site 

work. 
 

5. Voluntary No Anchor Zones:  No updates to report. 
 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, 
advisory actions the MRC is taking, questions to the Commission, etc): 

• Jefferson MRC assisted BOCC on a letter of support for WDFW’s proposed pinto abalone 
listing. Submitted at the end of March, with the Coastal MRC also signing on. 

 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and other info):   
 
 

http://www.jeffersonmrc.org/


JCMRC Monthly Report 
 
County:   Jefferson 
Month/Year:   April 2019   
Submitted by:  Cheryl Lowe 
 
Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to 
chair/vice-chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  

• No new updates 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events 
from past month such as number of participants or highlights):   
 
Past Meetings & Events:   

• April 2, 2019 MRC monthly meeting (15 members/staff & 4 guests) held at Port 
Commissioner’s building. Business included discussion of potential 2019-20 MRC 
projects and current project updates. 

• Exec Committee April 15 – Gordon, Emily, Sarah, Jeff, Cheryl 
• Apr 18 Kelp teams training attended by Judy D’Amore, Emily Bishop, Jeff Taylor and 

Nam Siu 
• Jeff, Sarah and Cheryl are planning to attend the NWSC Apr 26th meeting in PT 

 
Upcoming Meetings/Events:   

• Apr 25 - MRC Discovery Bay project site visit as part of WSU Beach Naturalists class 
• Apr 29 - rain garden installation 
• May 10 - Digging for Dinner in Quilcene 
• June 23 - Crabbing 101 (NWS Foundation) 
• June 26 - Crabbing 101 (NWS Foundation) 
• June 28 - Shellfish Aquaculture Educational Forum 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  

Nothing new to report. 
 

Project Updates (progress from past month on existing projects or any new projects identified): 
1. Monitoring: a) Fort Townsend: Forage fish monitoring completed for season. PNPTC lab 

results for the season (sites 2, 3 and 5 are adjacent to restored area. Sites 1 and 4 are 
reference sites): 
• Oct - No eggs found 
• Nov - smelt eggs present in sites 3 & 4 
• Dec – smelt eggs present in sites 2 & 4 
• Jan – smelt eggs present in sites 1 and 4 
• Feb - sand lance eggs present in site 4 
 



b) Forage Fish Index Site (Adelma Beach):  April sampling scheduled for end of month, 
with Commissioner Brotherton hoping to attend.  
c) Kelp: Project teams training on April 18th with 4 Jefferson MRC members attending. 
No new activity from Outfall group.  

 
2. Rain Gardens:  First rain garden installation underway with WSU Extension, City of PT 

and PT School District OCEAN program as partners. Planting is scheduled for Apr 29th at 
the uptown PT site (Lincoln & Adams Streets). Site was prepped on April 17th with City of 
PT Public Works crew providing backhoe work and proper soil mix. 

 
3. Education & Outreach:  Digging for Dinner registration now open for May 10th event. 

Partners include WDFW and WSU Extension. Planning for shellfish aquaculture forum 
and Crabber outreach (NWSF) continues.  

 
4. Olympia Oyster: Initial work for Discovery Bay lagoon site will be completed by the end 

of the month. Shell transfer permit obtained. (All other agency permits completed last 
year.) On April 10th, 3 MRC volunteers joined 2 WDFW, 1 tribal rep and 1 MRC staff to 
collect baseline data on areas where cultch would be placed. WDFW will input/process 
this data and share info. On April 22, 5 MRC volunteers with 2 WDFW, 1 tribal rep and 1 
MRC staff will spread 100 bags of clean cultch in this same area to provide substrate for 
oyster larvae to land on. Cultch was delivered by boat on an earlier high tide to minimize 
impact to site.  

 
5. Voluntary No Anchor Zones:  No new activity to report. 

 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, 
advisory actions the MRC is taking, questions to the Commission, etc): 
 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and other info):   
 
See next page. 
 
  



Olympia Oyster Baseline Work: 
 

 
Glenn and Kathy Hartmann collecting data. 
 
 

 
Glenn and Kathy Hartmann (volunteers), Neil Harrington (MRC project lead and JSK tribal rep) 
and Chris Eardley (WDFW) were part of the monitoring team. 



 

 
This is where some of the new cultch will be placed. 
 

 
 
Here’s why we think placement of clean cultch should be successful (Olympia oyster currently 
growing nearby.) 
 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: San Juan County 
Month/Year: April 2019 
Submitted by: Frances Robertson 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): 
 
There have been no changes to membership or leadership this month. The MRC has established a 
membership subcommittee to address the current vacancies. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 

 Monthly MRC meeting was held on April 4th, 2019 

 The MRC hosted a community forum Talking Trash on April 25th during Earth Week, members of 
the MRC also participated in the Great Islands Clean-up on April 20th.  

 The MRC provided 50 whale warning flags to the County’s Auditor’s office to give to the first 50 
individuals that renew or purchase a boat license this year and are willing to be whale stewards.  

 The MRC Lead staff will be attending the spring Lead Staff meeting on April 29th and will also be 
presenting to the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission about the whale flags in May.  

 MRC Vice-Chari will be a member of the delegation traveling to Washington DC to attend Puget 
Sound Day on the hill.  

 Events coming up include the Friday Harbor Labs open House on May 11th, and the Anacortes 
Boat Show in mid-May where the MRC will be participating with the Be Whale Wise booth to 
continue to spread awareness of better boating behavior in whale waters.  

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 
The MRC will be submitting an application to the NWSF Opportunity Fund, due May 1.  
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project, any new projects identified, project 
activities): 
 
SRKW Recovery:  
Whale Warning Flag:  The WWF interim report is being finalized and will be submitted to the Marine 
Mammal Commission for May 15th. This will also be made available to the Northwest Straits Foundation. 
The MRC and Lead Staff will also present the flag program to the NW Indian Fisheries Commission in 
May. In addition the County now have two sizes of flags available and will be making these available to 
purchase on line through the County website. In the meantime please contact the San Juan MRC for 
flags. The education and outreach component of the project will continue through the winter and spring 
of 2019.  
 
Boater Education: In addition to the Whale Warning Flag the MRC has continued to participate in 
education and outreach surrounding best boating practices in the vicinity of whales. The MRC continues 
to engage with the core Be Whale Wise team members as efforts progress to update the current 



education material with new (and expected) regulations and guidelines. Be Whale Wise will have booth 
space at the Anacortes Boat Show in mid-May and the MRC, along with Skagit and Whatcom MRC 
members will volunteer with Soundwatch to share information on boater behavior with members of the 
public.  
 
Plastic Free Salish Sea: 
The Plastic Free Salish Sea subcommittee has continued to meet through April in the lead up to the 
Talking Trash Community Forum. This event is being held in Friday Harbor on April 25th. The event, 
hosted by the MRC will see speakers from different groups throughout the islands come together to 
educate the public on waste reduction, recycling, and plastic free alternatives. A temporary website has 
been produced to provide a platform to share information on both the workshop and the Great Islands 
Clean up. This website will allow for PFSS the space to share current community efforts while the 
subcommittee works on the scope and plan for the planned umbrella site. Please see the site at  
www.plasticfreesalishsea.org   
 
Marine Stewardship Area Plan Review:  
The subcommittee continues to work through an initial review of the MSA plan that will allow them, and 
the MRC as a whole to work on a wider scope of work to establish what needs to be revised and how 
that revision shall be performed, including what resources might be necessary to perform revisions 
identified in the review. Once the initial review is complete the subcommittee participants will come 
together to determine the next steps in this review.  
 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, advisory 
actions the MRC is taking, questions to the Commission, etc): 
The MRC also sent a letter to the Council requesting that they ask Ecology consider the findings and 
recommendations of the 2015 San Juan County Oil Spill Response Capacity in their draft rule making that 
is currently underway. County Council Chairman Jamie Stephens is addressing this and sending the 
requested letter.  The MRC web page and facebook page continue to undergo updates.  
 

http://www.plasticfreesalishsea.org/


 
The Talking Trash Community Forum poster. 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Skagit 
Month/Year: March-April /2019 
Submitted by: Tracy/Pete 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): Skagit MRC voted by consensus to make the 
recommendation to the Board of County Commissioners to appoint Diane Hennebert to the MRC.  Diane 
will represent the City of Anacortes.  Diane has a strong background in stormwater and water quality 
issues and currently oversees the NPDES permit for the City of Anacortes. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 

• MRC Meeting Highlights- March 14 and April 11:  MRC members provided an update on their 
recent visit with Camp Kirby on Samish Island to explore ideas for collaboration.  One of the 
Salish Sea Stewards classes will be held at Camp Kirby on April 30.  Two potential forage fish 
index sites were also identified.  The MRC discussed project proposal ideas for the 2019-2020 
MRC Grant.  The MRC will likely continue the same projects under the new MRC grant.  The 
Committee also discussed proposal ideas for the NWSF’s Orca Recovery Outreach and Education 
Grant and the MRC Opportunity Stormwater Grant. Amy Eberling shared information about a 
new program for 9-12 graders that she is currently developing called “Guardians of the Sea. “  
Each session is a 4-day long/6hrs per day boat-based, hands on education in marine 
conservation and participation in citizen science projects.   

• MRC 20th Anniversary Celebration:  Planning is currently underway for three special events to 
help celebrate Skagit MRC’s 20th Anniversary.  The first event will be held on June 18th at 3:00pm 
at the Skagit County Administration Building in the Commissioner’s Hearing Room that will be 
kicked off with a proclamation, special guest speakers, a slide show, and a cake. The second 
event will be a community picnic in partnership with the Friends of Skagit Beaches sometime in 
June. The third event will be part of Fidalgo Bay Day on August 24th, where the MRC will host a 
virtual reality diving experience with diver Laura Hanson.   

• Bowman Bay Plant Maintenance Work Parties: The 2019 plant maintenance work parties with the 
Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group will take place from 10:00am to 1pm on the following dates: 
May 17, June 21, July 12, August 16, and September 20. 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  

• Skagit MRC was awarded $6,000 from the MRC Opportunity Funds to implement a needs assessment 
and long-range planning workshop for the Salish Sea Stewards Program.  We now have a contract in 
place with Joan Drinkwin at NRC to facilitate the workshop and to draft a restructuring plan for the 
Salish Sea Stewards program.  Joan will be meeting with the MRC’s SSS long-range planning team on 
April 25 to start planning the workshop. 

 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project, any new projects identified, project 
activities): 

• Fidalgo Bay Day: Fidalgo Bay Resort has been reserved for next year’s Fidalgo Bay Day on August 24th, 
2019.  An ad will be placed in the Skagit Valley Recreation & Activity Guide insert in the Skagit Valley 
Herald that will be published on April 17 and run through August.  The Friends of Skagit Beaches will 



once again host the very popular Discovery Passport Station activity with other sources of funding for 
the prizes.  We will also have the beach seining activity and the Shannon Point Marine Center touch 
tank. This year’s event will be part of the Skagit MRC’s 20th Anniversary Celebration.  Skagit MRC will 
host  diver  Laura Hanson’s virtual reality diving experience called “Virtual Salish See and Beyond.” 

• Forage Fish Surveys: Surveys continue at our restoration sites and index sites.  One was canceled in 
February due to the weather. Pete is looking into two other potential index sites at Camp Kirby. 

• Kids on the Beach Project: We now have a contract in place with UC Davis/ Mira Lutz, The SeaDoc 
Society. Conway and La Conner 8th grades are participating in the Kids on the Beach program this 
year.  Padilla Bay NERR’s Education Department has joined forces and will accompany Mira during 
the classroom sessions and will be in charge of the beach activities on May 1 at the Fidalgo Bay 
Resort and May 2 at Lone Tree Point.  Both groups will conduct surf smelt surveys and beach seining 
like we did last year.  50 Conway students will perform beach activities at the Fidalgo Bay Resort site 
and 50 La Conner students will perform beach activities at Lone Tree Point.  Both schools will 
participate in the science symposium on May 10 at Padilla Bay. 

• Bowman Bay Restoration:  Monthly plant maintenance work parties with the Skagit Fisheries 
Enhancement Group will start May 17 and continue each month through September 20.   

• Pinto Abalone Recovery:  Skagit MRC sent a letter in support of changing the Washington State listing 
of pinto abalone to “Endangered.”  A copy of the letter was shared with the County Commissioners.  
The Puget Sound Restoration Fund (PSRF) and WDFW divers completed site surveys and genetic 
sampling at three abalone outplant sites in Skagit County over the last 3 months.  They collected 
tissue samples to get a better understanding of the genetic diversity as it relates to hatchery and wild 
populations. Final surveys were conducted on the Young Abalone Module experiment.  There 
appears to be no difference in survival rates between cohorts outplanted at 9 months and 15 
months.  The abalone outplants appear to be increasing in size and density, but it is a very slow 
process.  There were two sites that had low survival rates.  We will no longer be doing outplanting at 
those sites.  Divers set up two new outplant sites that will be seeded with approximately 1000 
abalone of two year classes. 

• Olympia Oyster Restoration:  Paul recently completed a report on Olympia Oyster Restoration in 
Fidalgo Bay and Cypress Island which has been shared with the MRC and NWSC and posted on both 
websites. The report summarizes all of the work that has been done over the last 16 years.  
Information from the report was included in the online Encyclopedia of Puget Sound.  Field season 
will start up in a couple of months.  Volunteers will collect around 20 cultch bags to monitor oyster 
settlement and will deploy new cultch bags to monitor next year. After 20 years of monitoring, we 
now have really good population estimates and can start scaling back monitoring to 3 -5 year 
intervals.  This year Paul will work with Jude to look for other potential locations for native oyster 
restoration in Padilla Bay, particularly in the southern channels near Bay View State Park where there 
is a Pacific oyster bed.  

• Kayak Kelp Surveys: Skagit MRC member Phyllis Bravinder attended the Kelp Recovery 
Workshop on February 28. The focus of the workshop was on high-priority data gaps and 
identifying actions to address data gaps. An MRC kelp monitoring workshop was held April 18 at 
the Maritime Center in Port Townsend. Two Skagit MRC kelp monitoring volunteers attended 
the workshop. Surveys will start up again in June.  Kelp beds appear to be increasing at the 
Shannon Point site and kelp beds at the Coffin Rocks site appear to be pretty stable.   

• Salish Sea Stewards:  We currently have 23 people registered for the class.  The application deadline 
was extended to March 15. Classes started March 19 and will continue through May 21, 2019.  
Classes are going really well so far. The speaker schedule is posted on the MRC website.  The public is 



Above:  2019 Salish Sea Stewards – Crabber Outreach Training                     Photo Credit: Pete Haase  

2019 Salish Sea Stewards – Intertidal Monitoring Training                     
Photo Credit: Joan Drinkwin  

welcome to come and listen to the speakers. The Friends of Skagit Beaches provided funding to 
purchase tote bags with the Salish Sea Logo for the presenters.   

• Crabber Outreach:  Susie George, a Salish Sea Steward volunteer, will coordinate our 2019 
Crabber Outreach effort.   
 
 

Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, advisory 
actions the MRC is taking, questions to the Commission, etc): 
 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): 
 

 

 

 
 



MRC Monthly Report 
County: Snohomish  
Month/Year: March 2018  
Submitted by: Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to 
chair/vice-chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  
 
Franchesca Perez is taking over as the Northwest Straits Commission Representative starting in 
March of 2019. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events 
from past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 
The MRC had their monthly meeting on February 20th. MRC Staff Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa 
Dawson were in attendance. MRC Members Mike Ehlebracht, Bob Hillmann, Tom Doerge, Laura 
Gurley, Traci Sanderson, Cathy Stanley, Franchesca Perez, Susan Tarpley, Craig Wollam, and 
Debbie Hopkins were at the meeting. MRC Members Paul Clampitt and Sarah Brown were 
unable to attend. Dana Oster from the Northwest Straits Commission attended the meeting 
and gave an update on projects she is working on. Kathleen shared photos of the derelict boats 
which have been removed. Elisa gave an update on shoreline landowner outreach, and the 
MRC approved the 2019 Annual Work Plan.  
 
Elisa Dawson, Craig Wollam, Cathy Stanley, Bob Hillmann, and Tom Doerge attended the Forage 
Fish Survey on February 21. Samples were taken from the 14 nearshore restoration sites and 
were sent to the consultant for processing.  
 
Kathleen Pozarycki, Elisa Dawson, Franchesca Perez, and Sarah Brown attended the MyCoast 
App Marketing Campaign Project Kick-Off on February 26th. EnviroIssues is the consultant 
working on the MyCoast App Marketing Campaign Project. Staff from EnviroIssues led a 
conversation around project planning and goals. EnviroIssues is working on a draft Marketing 
Plan for the grant. The team will meet again in late March to discuss progress.  
 
Elisa Dawson, Kathleen Pozarycki, Bob Hillmann, Paul Clampitt, and Craig Wollam met on 
February 27th for a MRC Crabber Subcommittee Meeting. The goal of the meeting was to 
discuss the crabber education and outreach plan for 2019. This year, the MRC did not allocate 
funds to work with WSU Extension Beach Watchers for outreach. Therefore, the MRC has 
decided to scale down their effort to focus on the Everett Boat Launch and Edmonds Fishing 
Pier for 2019, removing the Kayak Point location. The MRC is reaching out to Don Valasquez 
from WDFW to obtain educational packets and crab gauges.  
 
On February 28, Franchesca Perez and Tom Doerge attended the 3rd of 4 Kelp Conservation 
and Restoration Workshops, this one at Padilla Bay Reserve. There is very high interest and 
engagement in this topic as evidenced by the attendance of 45 leaders in kelp science, 
management and citizen involvement. The goal of this workshop was to prioritize data gaps in 



our knowledge of the following: kelp distribution, priority study-area identification, human 
impacts, environmental stressors and restoration. The top five rated data gaps identified were, 

1. Water quality and nutrient monitoring tied to land practices,  
2. Development of protocols to better assess kelp distribution, including remote methods, 
3. Better understanding of kelp habitat related to the Food Web, 
4. Expanded kelp area monitoring efforts, and 
5. Ecology of understory species (in addition to bull kelp) 

The fourth kelp workshop will seek to link these priorities to attainable management strategies.  
 
Elisa Dawson conducted the March forage fish sample for the Howarth Park index site on March 
18th. The sample was processed using the blue vortex method, and will be sent to WDFW for 
further processing. The Snohomish MRC plans to continue monthly sampling at the index site 
throughout the summer months.  
 
Kathleen Pozarycki, Elisa Dawson, Sarah Brown, and Mike Ehlebracht met for an MRC Executive 
Subcommittee meeting on March 18th. The goal of the meeting was to discuss the MRC Grant 
for 2019-2020. The MRC Executive Committee discussed ideas, and narrowed down a list which 
were brought to the MRC meeting on March 20th.  
 
Kathleen Pozarycki, Elisa Dawson, Paul Clampitt, and Mike Ehlebracht attended the Mukilteo 
NOAA Night on March 18th at the Rose Hill Community Center. The event showcases the work 
being done at the Mukilteo NOAA Marine Science Center.  
 
Elisa Dawson and Kathleen Pozarycki met with SWM staff on March 20th to discuss the MRC 
Booth at the Snohomish County Earth Day Event. The Snohomish County Earth Day Event is 
scheduled for April 23rd at the Snohomish County Campus. The MRC MyCoast Booth will be at 
the event, and Elisa Dawson will staff the Booth.  
 
The MRC had their monthly meeting on March 20th. MRC Staff Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa 
Dawson were in attendance. MRC Members Mike Ehlebracht, Bob Hillmann, Tom Doerge, Laura 
Gurley, Franchesca Perez, Susan Tarpley, Craig Wollam, and Paul Clampitt were at the meeting. 
MRC Members Debbie Hopkins, Traci Sanderson, Cathy Stanley and Sarah Brown were unable 
to attend. Kathleen led the MRC in a discussion of the 2019-2020 grant ideas. The MRC chose to 
move forward on a creosote piling prioritization project idea for their grant pending input from 
the MRC Members not in attendance. The MRC reviewed the draft 2018 Annual Report and 
made suggestions. Finally, the MRC Members gave project updates on their subcommittees.  
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 
No updates at this time 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 



Nearshore Beach Restoration Project: The MRC is working on analyzing nearshore restoration 
project data from before and after the restoration. The MRC continues to work on creating an 
online story board to convey this information to the public.   
 
Nearshore Restoration Estuary and Salmon Recovery Program (ESRP) Learning Grant and 
Forage Fish Monitoring: Forage fish has been completed for the August 2018-February 2019 
monitoring season. The MRC used the opportunity fund grant to contract with Salish Sea 
Biological to complete forage fish egg analysis. Salish Sea Biological also completed a summary 
of the year for the MRC. The MRC is working with Salish Sea Biological to access forage fish 
monitoring schedule plans for 2019-2020.  
 
MRC Grant 2018-2019 MyCoast Communications Plan: The County has hired EnviroIssues to 
develop the Communications Plan and Marketing Campaign for the MyCoast App. A notice to 
proceed was issued on February 14, 2019.  
 
Snohomish Estuary Derelict Boat Removal Project: Staff completed a final report and grant 
factsheet to close out the NTA Grant that was provided by the Puget Sound Partnership.  A total 
of five derelict vessels were removed with these grant funds and an additional two derelict 
vessels were removed using County funds. Staff is working with DNR to obtain 90% 
reimbursement of the remaining costs. 
 
Crabber Education: There was a MRC Crabber Subcommittee Meeting on February 27th. The 
MRC plan for 2019 is to focus efforts on the Everett Boat Launch and Edmonds Fishing Pier for 
2019, removing the Kayak Point location. The MRC is reaching out to Don Valasquez from 
WDFW to obtain educational packets and crab gauges.  
 
Kelp Project: Elisa Dawson, Tom Doerge, and MRC Alumni Lincoln Loehr plan to attend the Kelp 
Workshop in Port Townsend on April 18. Franchesca Perez may attend if she is able to. This 
workshop is to help prepare MRCs for the 2019 monitoring season.  
 
Upcoming Events: 
MRC Meeting is April 17th at 6:30PM at the Snohomish County Offices. 3000 Rockefeller Ave. 
Everett WA 98201. Admin East building in room 6A02. 
 
MRC Members will be attending the Kelp Workshop in Port Townsend on April 18th.  
 
MRC will table at Snohomish County Earth Day April 23rd at the Snohomish County Offices.  
 
MRC will table at the University of Washington Bothell Campus for Earth Day Event April 24th.  
 



MRC Monthly Report 
County: Snohomish  
Month/Year: April 2018  
Submitted by: Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to 
chair/vice-chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  
 
None. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events 
from past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 
Elisa Dawson and Kathleen Pozarycki met with Chris Robertson from Washington Department 
of Natural Resources on March 26th. The team went out on a boat to investigate if pilings in the 
Snohomish Estuary near the Mid-Spencer Restoration Project were creosote. Chris taught Elisa 
and Kathleen how to identify if pilings are creosote are not. The team also discussed the 
upcoming MRC Grant, which the MRC hopes to focus on prioritizing pilings in the estuary for 
removal.  
 
Kathleen Pozarycki, Elisa Dawson, Franchesca Perez, and Sarah Brown attended the MyCoast 
App Marketing Campaign Project meeting on March 27th. EnviroIssues Inc. is the consultant 
working on the MyCoast App Marketing Campaign Project. Staff from EnviroIssues led a 
conversation around the draft Marketing Plan for the grant. The near final plan was completed 
early April and called version 2.  The final version will be completed prior to the beginning of 
the summer media campaign.   
 
Kathleen Pozarycki, Elisa Dawson, Sarah Brown, Bob Hillmann, and Paul Clampitt met with 
Northwest Straits Commission Staff and Snohomish County SWM Management on April 10th to 
discuss the MRC Grant for 2019-2020. The MRC is proposing a project to identify and prioritize 
Snohomish estuary pilings for removal. The idea is supported by Snohomish County SWM 
management and the Northwest Straits Commission.  
 
Elisa Dawson took the monthly forage fish index site sample on April 11th. The sample was 
processed using the blue vortex method, and will be sent to WDFW for further processing. The 
Snohomish MRC plans to continue monthly sampling at the index site throughout the summer 
months.  
 
The MRC had their annual report to Snohomish County Council Public Works Committee on 
Tuesday, March 16th. Chair Sarah Brown and staff Kathleen Pozarycki gave the presentation. 
Staff Elisa Dawson and MRC members Tom Doerge, Mike Ehlebracht and Bob Hillmann were 
present. County Council members were engaged in the presentation, and asked question on 
MRC projects. Watch the presentation online here: 
http://snohomish.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=6760  
 

http://snohomish.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=6760


The MRC had their monthly meeting on April 17th. MRC Staff Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa 
Dawson were in attendance. MRC Members, Bob Hillmann, Tom Doerge, Laura Gurley, Debbie 
Hopkins, Traci Sanderson, Cathy Stanley, Sarah Brown Susan Tarpley, Craig Wollam, and Paul 
Clampitt were at the meeting. MRC Members Mike Ehlebracht and Franchesca Perez were 
unable to attend. The MRC discussed the MyCoast Marketing Plan progress so far. Additionally, 
the MRC discussed the multiple grant opportunities coming up, including the MRC 2019-2020 
grant, the Northwest straits Foundation Orca Grant, the general Opportunity Fund grant, and 
the Boeing stormwater grant opportunity. The meeting ended with updates from the 
subcommittees as well as general announcements.   
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 
No updates at this time 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 
Nearshore Beach Restoration Project: The MRC is working on analyzing nearshore restoration 
project data from before and after the restoration. The MRC continues to work on creating an 
online story board to convey this information to the public.   
 
Nearshore Restoration Estuary and Salmon Recovery Program (ESRP) Learning Grant and 
Forage Fish Monitoring: Forage fish has been completed for the August 2018-February 2019 
monitoring season. Salish Sea Biological has completed the summary of the season as well as 
guidance and recommendations for future sampling efforts.  
 
MRC Grant 2018-2019 MyCoast Communications Plan: A final draft of the MyCoast Marketing 
and Communications Plan developed by EnviroIssues Inc. was submitted on April 11, 2019 to 
the Northwest Straits Commission. An excerpt of the plan below highlights the approach, 
timeline and goals.  

Overview of approach 

The MyCoast app marketing campaign will focus on engaging priority audiences using 
digital tactics, traditional media ad buys, and physical collateral, in addition to 
leveraging project partner networks through a partner toolkit. The campaign will target 
residents and visitors of Snohomish County (see ranked audiences below), however will 
be transferable and scalable to other coastal counties, MRCs, and conservation partners 
across Washington State.  

Given their cost effectiveness and the ease of directing app downloads, digital ads 
(social media posts and in-app ads) will be a primary focus in the strategy, with 
traditional media ads (online and print) and physical collateral (outreach rack cards and 
site signs) used as complementary tactics to reach beach goers and water users who 
may not be as digitally engaged.  



Timeframe 

Ad runs will occur between Memorial Day (May 25, 2019) and Labor Day (September 2, 
2019) to take advantage of seasonal increases in coastal recreation. Strategic ad 
placements will be made based on knowledge of local events; for example, a pulse in 
late June/early July will take advantage of the release of public school, the July 4 
holiday, and recreational crabbing opening day. See marketing schedule for more 
details.  

Marketing goals 

The primary goals of the marketing campaign are to:  
• Create awareness about the MyCoast smartphone app among Snohomish 

County residents 
• Bring understanding to county citizens about their role in marine conservation, 

particularly those that are not otherwise engaged in marine stewardship  
• Engage those familiar with the coastal environment to report marine conditions  
• Increase app installation and use/user retention during the period of 

performance: 
o 100 new users from Snohomish County 
o 200 new reports within Snohomish County 

 
Snohomish Estuary Derelict Boat Removal Project: Kathleen Pozarycki has submitted 
reimbursement requests to Department of Natural Resources (DNR) for all seven derelict 
vessels removed in late 2018 and early 2019 to obtain 90% reimbursement of the remaining 
costs after the LIO Grant funding is received by the County. Eligible costs include staff time 
managing the project, cost of removal and disposal, cost of asbestos testing, and cost of 
recycling. 
 
Crabber Education: Elisa Dawson has reached out to Don Velasquez with Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife to coordinate education supplies for the 2019 season. Don 
believes he can supply the MRC their education materials, and Elisa will follow up with Don 
again in late April. The MRC Crabber Subcommittee will meet again on May 8th to discuss 
direction for the 2019 crabber season.   
 
Kelp Project: Elisa Dawson, Tom Doerge, Franchesca Perez, and MRC Alumni Lincoln Loehr 
attended the Kelp Workshop in Port Townsend on April 18. This workshop discussed direction 
and priorities for the upcoming kelp monitoring season.  
 
Upcoming Events: 
MRC will table at Snohomish County Earth Day April 23rd at the Snohomish County Offices.  
 
MRC will table at the University of Washington Bothell Campus for Earth Day Event April 24th.  
 
MRC Meeting is May 15th at 6:30PM at the Snohomish County Offices. 3000 Rockefeller Ave. 
Everett WA 98201. Admin East building in room 6A02. 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Whatcom 
Month/Year: March/April 2019 
Submitted by: Austin Rose 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): 
 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 

• The March MRC meeting featured guest speaker Henry Carson, WDFW, who shared information 
on the pinto abalone status review. In addition, students from the Western Washington 
University marine conservation class presented project proposals to the MRC related to forage 
fish and Olympia oyster restoration monitoring. 

• The April MRC meeting featured the Executive Assistant of the Million Waves Project, a program 
based out of Anacortes working to turn cleaned ocean plastic into prosthetic limbs for children.  
The MRC used the rest of their meeting time to rank projects for inclusion in the 2019/2020 
grant round.   

• The Public Speaker Series subcommittee met on April 4.   The MRC confirmed two more guest 
speakers to be hosted at an MRC meeting – Todd Sandal will speak about the local status of 
forage fish in June, and Alejandro Acevedo-Guitierrez (WWU) will speak about the harbor seal 
research that has been done in Bellingham Bay in November. The MRC is currently working with 
the Northwest Straits Foundation and the Friends of the San Juans to hold an SRKW Forum at 
the Bellingham Yacht Club in June. 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
n/a 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project, any new projects identified, project 
activities): 
 

• The MRC is scoping a new forage fish survey index site up in Birch Bay within the County’s 
softshore protection berm.  This site would replace the Little Squalicum Beach site in Bellingham 
as it will be under construction potentially starting in June. 

• The MRC has put out a volunteer internship announcement with Bellingham Technical College.  
Amanda Weiss, the MRC’s current intern from BTC is set to graduate in June and will be moving 
on to other job opportunities. 

• There is an extensive amount of garbage that has accumulated on the shoreline of Drayton 
Harbor between California and Dakota Creek.  The garbage includes: construction materials 
(linoleum floor scraps, shingle scraps, caulking materials, etc.), metals, plastic, tires (that extend 
into the tidelands), and creosote logs.  Much of this trash is on private property.  MRC Staff has 
been in contact with DNR who has agreed to come up and scope the site in late April and will 
most likely handle the cleanup and disposal in July/August.  DNR has provided MRC staff with 
the right of entry document that will be tailored to each property.  MRC members and 



community volunteers will go door-to-door to obtain physical signatures on the right of entry to 
allow DNR to access properties.   

• The Whatcom Conservation District is conducting a project to test whether the DNA of bacteria 
in our waterways can be used to accurately identify sources of fecal coliform pollution.  This 
work will build a catalog of DNA “fingerprints” representing potential fecal sources (i.e. humans, 
deer, dogs, geese, horses, etc.) in Whatcom County.  This can then be used to evaluate water 
samples from areas with historically elevated bacteria levels with the intention of identifying 
which fecal sources are contributing bacteria to water.  Two sites from N. Chuckanut Bay have 
been included with this project in effort to help the MRC’s Chuckanut PIC work. 

 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, advisory 
actions the MRC is taking, questions to the Commission, etc): 
 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): 
 

   
Photos above by Austin Rose: Whatcom MRC intern Amanda Weiss and RE Sources Americorps Lilya 
Jaeren piloting the forage fish staging protocol at the BTC Perry Center – School of Fisheries and 
Aquaculture.   
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	Paul opened the meeting and facilitated introductions.
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	Clallam
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	Skagit
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	* The next Commission meeting will be on April 26, 2019 at the Northwest Maritime Center in Port Townsend, WA.
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