agenda
Location: Camano Island Library - 848 N Sunrise Blvd, Camano Island, WA 98282
Date/Time: January 25, 2019–10:30 AM-3:00 PM
10:30-10:40

Opening and introductions
Approval of December meeting minutes

Paul Clampitt, Chair

10:40-10:50

Welcome to Island County

Janet St. Clair, Island County
Commissioner

10:50-11:15

MRC Diaries: Protecting and Preserving
Our Island Waters

Elsa Schwartz, Island MRC

11:15-11:30

NWSC committee reports
Executive Committee
Science Advisory Committee

Alan Clark
Dana Oster

11:30-11:40

Director’s report

Lucas Hart

11:40-11:50

Northwest Straits Foundation update

Anne Murphy, President of NWS
Foundation

11:50-12:00

Puget Sound Partnership update

Karin Berkholtz, Puget Sound
Partnership

12:00-1:00

Working lunch

All

1:00-1:10

Public Comment

1:10-2:00

MRC Reports

All

2:00-2:20

Business items
MRC grants (Sasha)
Kelp project update (Dana)
February 22 Commission meeting (Lucas)
Pinto Abalone support letter–motion
(Dana)

Staff

agenda
2:20-2:55

Estuary and Salmon Restoration Program
presentation

Jay Krienitz, WDFW

2:55-3:00

Roundtable

All

3:00

Adjourn

Executive Committee Meeting
January 7, 2019 • 11:00am-12:00pm
Conference Call

Committee Members: Tom Cowan, Alan Clark, Paul Clampitt, Jude Apple
Commission Staff/Support: Sasha Horst, Nicole Jordan, Lucas Hart
Not in attendance: Ron Thom
February Northwest Straits (NWS) Commission meeting
The committee agreed to recommend to the full NWS Commission holding a February 22 Commission meeting over WebEx.
Brief overview of January Commission agenda
The committee reviewed the January NWS Commission meeting agenda. Ron Thom and Tom Cowan cannot attend the
meeting.
Pinto abalone support letter
The state is seeking input on adding pinto abalone to the state endangered species list. The Science Advisory Committee
recommended the NWS Commission provide a letter of support. The committee discussed curiosity in how the Science
Advisory Committee came to the recommendation and requested more information.
 Action: Dana will provide a summary on how the listing will impact shoreline and marine activities at the January
Commission meeting.
Retreat update
Lucas said staff are working on logistical planning of the March 21-22 NWS Initiative Joint Retreat at Padilla Bay Reserve.
Strategic plan next step
Lucas said the plan is in an editing phase with the Strategic Planning Committee. The next step is to outline benchmarks or
metrics that support the objectives that have been identified. Lucas hopes to begin that discussion at the March Initiative
retreat.
Communications plan update
Sasha said the Communications Plan is being developed to complement the Strategic Plan. A draft will be shared at a later
meeting.
Federal funding strategy update
The committee reviewed the target budget justification Lucas sent to Representative Rick Larsen’s office. There is no update
at this time.
State funding strategy update
The External Relations Committee is working to update state legislators on the NWS Initiative’s projects and budget.
 Action: Tom, Alan,Paul and Lucas are coordinating to schedule meetings with the state representatives from their
districts.
Contingency planning for loss of funding
The committee discussed next steps in the event of a loss of funding. Lucas will come up with a few examples outlining effects
of possible cut backs on NWS Commission operations to present to the committee.
Support for Caroline
Lucas continues to work with Caroline to explore ways in which individuals can support her. Lucas will keep everyone updated
as he learns more.
*The Executive Committee is scheduled to meet over conference call on February 4 from 11:00-12:00 PM.*

MRC Monthly Report
County: Clallam
Month/Year: January, 2019
Submitted by: Helle Andersen
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vicechair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): Kathy Cooper resigned in December, 2018. The position is
still open.
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from
past month such as number of participants or highlights): The MRC meeting will be held Jan. 28th in the
large Commissioners conference room. Topics on the agenda include: Strait of Juan De Fuca GRP Update
By Susan Vezeau, Department of Ecology; approval of the 2019-2024 Strategic Plan; approval the letter
requesting state funding; and the 2019 internship program.
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): None

Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project, any new projects identified, project
activities):
Forage fish sampling was conducted at Cline Spit Monday 1/14/19 by Alan, Jeff, and Helle.
Oil Spill Preparedness: Jeff, Ed, Arnold and Helle participated in a conference call with Focus Wildlife.
The oiled wildlife training will be held April 27th in the Sequim area. The HAZWOPER training will be held
March 2nd. Clallam MRC is planning to have a proclamation designating March 2019 as Oil Spill
Preparedness Month similar to last year.
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, advisory
actions the MRC is taking, questions to the Commission, etc): The Clallam MRC is in the process of
having the County Commissioners declaring March the “Oil Spill Preparedness Month” similar to last
year. We hope they will sign a proclamation and hand it over to us February 26th.

Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): Alan
Clark and Ed Bowlby processing forage fish sample in the dark.

MRC Monthly Report
County: Island
Month/Year: December 2018-January 2019
Submitted by: Anna Toledo
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vicechair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): We have two new members: Jodi Crimmins and Randy
Berthold. We held elections at our December meeting and Elsa Schwartz remains as Chair and Barb
Bennett as Vice-Chair.
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from
past month such as number of participants or highlights):
Meetings:
- At the December 4th MRC meeting, Linda Rhodes presented an update on net pens and fish
health. The MRC discussed highlights of the conference, the MyCoast app, and the pinto
abalone status review.
- At the January 8th MRC meeting, the MRC discussed project plans for 2019, elected officers,
reviewed beach sites to add to the MyCoast app, and discussed how to respond to the
Commissioners’ request for additional information on the pinto abalone status review.
- At the February 4th MRC meeting, Phill Dionne will present on smelt fisheries.
- Anna attended the MRC staff meeting.
- Barb Bennett will attend the January ILIO Technical Committee meeting.
Events:
- The MRC will have a booth at the Habitat Restoration Demystified workshop hosted by the
Whidbey Island Conservation District on Thursday, January 24.
- The MRC will have a booth at Sound Waters University on Saturday, February 2.
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): None.
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project, any new projects identified, project
activities):
Forage Fish: We are looking for project volunteers, and will likely need to schedule a training with
WDFW once we have a sufficient number of confirmed volunteers.
Outreach: We developed our first quarterly newsletter:
https://www.islandcountymrc.org/media/18544/ic-mrc-newsletter-fall-2018.pdf. We have scheduled
quarterly updates with the Board of County Commissioners to facilitate our connection, and provide
updates on the work of the MRC as well as regional issues and priorities. At the first quarterly update,
we presented the quarterly newsletter, annual report, and new film produced by Florian Graner.
Restoration: We have been partnering with the Northwest Straits Foundation on two restoration
projects:
- At Maylor Point on North Whidbey, a series of test installations of hard armoring installed in the
1970’s had been blocking natural sediment processes on this feeder bluff. The failed armor has
now been removed, which has restored 1,500 feet of shoreline back to a natural condition.
- At the Sunlight Shores community on South Whidbey, a failing bulkhead comprised of creosotetreated wood, large rock, and debris, was removed to restore 350 feet of shoreline. The
community and MRC will participate in native vegetation planting in the upcoming months.

Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, advisory
actions the MRC is taking, questions to the Commission, etc):
- The Board of County Commissioners requested additional information on the pinto abalone
status review. The MRC will discuss the best approach and report back to the County
Commissioners.
- The MRC is discussing how to celebrate our 20 year anniversary, likely to include a film
screening and possibly additional elements.
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info):

Maylor Point tire wall (one of several types of hard armoring) before and after removal. Credit: Lisa
Kaufman

Sunlight Shores armor removal. Top left: before (credit Lisa Kaufman). Top right: during (credit Anna
Toledo). Bottom: after (credit Anna Toledo).

JCMRC Monthly Report
County:
Month/Year:
Submitted by:

Jefferson
January 2019
Cheryl Lowe

Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to
chair/vice-chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):
• Correction to Executive Committee titles: Gordon King is MRC Chair and Emily
Bishop is MRC Vice-Chair.
• Greg Brotherton is the new BOCC commissioner assigned to the Jefferson MRC. His
email is GBrotherton@co.jefferson.wa.us
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events
from past month such as number of participants or highlights):
Past Meetings & Events:
• January 8th MRC monthly meeting (17 members/staff & 5 guests) No guest presenters.
MRC business included review of plans for coming year by each project lead and
discussion of advisory or letters of support for various topics.
• MRC Executive Committee meets on Jan. 22.
• Jeff Taylor plans to attend NWSC January 25th mtg
Upcoming Meetings/Events:
• Brief presentation to PT City Council scheduled for January 22, 2019
• Feb 4th MRC presentation to BOCC
• Feb 5th MRC monthly meeting will be held at Jefferson Public Library
• Strait ERN meeting scheduled for Feb 22
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):
Nothing to report.
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing projects or any new projects identified):
1. Monitoring: a) Fort Townsend: Jan 14th Forage fish monitoring with 5 regular
volunteers. b) Forage Fish Index Site (Adelma Beach): Jan 13th sampling with 3 regular
volunteers. The Adelma Beach team found about a dozen eggs in their December
samples. WDFW will do QAQC. c) Kelp: Planning to send an MRC member to the NWSC
kelp recovery mtg in February.
2. Rain Gardens: Planning has begun. MRC is planning to again partner with WSU

Extension to co-sponsor 2 rain gardens in 2019:

a. Uptown PT site (Lincoln & Adams Streets) with City of PT in spring 2019. This is one of
their priority drainages.
b. Quilcene site in fall 2019, associated with a Jefferson County Public Works road project,
helping to filter road run-off into Cemetery Drain which flows directly into Quilcene Bay.

3. Education & Outreach:
a. 2019 Outreach Plan completed.
b. Work on next year’s shellfish aquaculture forum continues.
c. Preview ads still running at the Rose Theatre, featuring simple messages about
personal actions to help keep clean water. See last month’s report.
4. Olympia Oyster: Corrections made to 2018 Olympia Oyster data Discovery Bay Report
after a mistake was found in a formula calculation. Corrected version submitted to
NWSC in January.
5. Voluntary No Anchor Zones: Eelgrass buoy ad appeared in the January issue of 48°
North regional boating magazine, which will be distributed free at the Seattle Boat Show
in late January. See image below.
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group,
advisory actions the MRC is taking, questions to the Commission, etc):
•
•

Jefferson MRC is developing a draft letter of support for WDFW’s proposed pinto abalone listing.
Jefferson MRC has also organized a sub-committee to assist with compiling habitat
info/research related to a proposed upgrade to a City of Port Townsend wastewater treatment
plant outfall pipe that is near important kelp and eelgrass beds.

Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and other info):
Photo of volunteers collecting sediment samples for forage fish monitoring in January 2019 at
Fort Townsend shoreline restoration site. Photo by Shelley Patton.

Voluntary No Anchor Zone ad in regional boating magazine. Image from January issue of 48°
North magazine.

MRC Monthly Report
County: San Juan County
Month/Year: January 2019
Submitted by: Frances Robertson
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vicechair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):
There have been no changes to membership or leadership this month. The MRC has established a
membership subcommittee to address the current vacancies.
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from
past month such as number of participants or highlights):









The MRC hosted a successful second Community Workshop for SRKW on December, 6th. All MRC
members were present. The daylong event was attended by ~63 community members and
comprised of 11 presentations and a series of facilitated breakout sessions. The report will be
made available on the MRC website this month.
MRC lead staff attended the Marine Resources Committee Lead Staff meeting in Padilla Bay on
Tuesday, December 18th.
Three MRC members and County support staff attended workshop to evaluate the decline of
Pacific herring, regionally and in the San Juan Islands, at FHL on Wednesday, December 19th.
Monthly MRC meeting was held on Thursday January 3rd, 2019
MRC members will be volunteering at the Be Whale Wise booth at the Seattle Boat Show. The
booth is an opportunity to educate recreational boaters on the best boating practices in and
around Puget Sound and the NW Straits where they are likely to encounter whales while
boating.
The MRC annual retreat will be held February, 15th at the FHL

Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):
No new funding to report. This winter the San Juan MRC will be moving forward with the County on
their NFWF grant work as well as assessing the first year of the whale warning flag project that has been
supported with grants from both the NWSF and the Marine Mammal Commission.
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project, any new projects identified, project
activities):
SRKW Recovery:
Whale Warning Flag: Data collected during the 2018 pilot season is being analysed and prepared for
presentation in an interim report. Additional flags were ordered by San Juan County and will be made
available to purchase at the Seattle Boat Show in an effort to increase the numbers of flags in use on the
water during the 2019 season. The education and outreach component of the project will continue
through the winter and spring of 2019.

Boater Education: In addition to the Whale Warning Flag the MRC has continued to participate in
education and outreach surrounding best boating practices in the vicinity of whales. The MRC is
participating in the Be Whale Wise booth at the Seattle Boat Show in late January and continues to
engage with the core Be Whale Wise team members as efforts progress to update the current education
material with new (and expected) regulations and guidelines.
Community Workshop: The MRC host a second successful community workshop in early December
2018. The facilitated workshop (supported in part by the NWSF) provided the community with key
updates on progress since the initial workshop held in October 2017. In addition, new research efforts
were shared with the participants regarding whale foraging hotspot analysis, acoustic sound budgets in
critical SRKW habitat, and updates on the recent economic evaluation of SRKW, oil spill risk
consequences analysis (a Near Term Action proposal put forth by the MRC in 2016 and selected to move
forward by San Juan County LIO), and assessment to evaluate the cost of an ERTV to be stationed in the
San Juans. The workshop report is due to published in mid-January 2019.
Plastic Free Salish Sea:
The Plastic Free Salish Sea subcommittee met via conference on January 9th. The subcommittee is
planning a “Talking Trash” community forum to coincide with Earth Day celebrations in April. The forum
will follow the approach taken by the community forum hosted on Orcas Island in fall, 2018.
Also, in addition to the PFSS docu-video released in fall 2018, a series of shorter videos are also in
production.
Marine Stewardship Area Plan Review:
A subcommittee has been formed to perform an initial review of the MSA plan and work on a wider
scope of work to establish what needs to be revised and how that revision shall be performed, including
what resources might be necessary to perform revisions identified in the review. The first subcommittee
meeting was held on January 7th, 2019.
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, advisory
actions the MRC is taking, questions to the Commission, etc):
The MRC passed a motion to send a letter to the Legislator regarding support for MRCs. The County
Council subsequently approved and sent the letter.
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info):

Christina Koons, MRC Vice-Chair introducing the MRC at the SRKW Community Workshop, Dec 6th, 2018. Photo: F.
Robertson

Karin Roemers-Kleven, MRC Chair presenting the Plastic Free Salish Project to the SRKW Community workshop
Participants

MRC Monthly Report
County: Skagit
Month/Year: Jan/2019
Submitted by: Tracy/Pete
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vicechair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): MRC Officer Elections were held at our January 10 MRC
meeting. Election results are as follows: Sarah Tchang- MRC Chair; Betsy Stevenson- MRC Vice-Chair;
Pete Haase- NWSC Rep; Phyllis Bravinder- NWSC Alternate.
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from
past month such as number of participants or highlights):
•

MRC Meeting Highlights- January 10: Lisa Kaufman provided an update on the Andeaver
Anacortes Refinery grant (now called Marathon Anacortes Refinery). The Northwest Straits
Foundation recently received $35,000 to do a beach nourishment project at March’s Point in
Anacortes. The funds will be used to help support baseline monitoring, a feasibility assessment,
and/or some design work. Pete Haase will be the MRC Project Lead for this project. The MRC is
also considering forming a subcommittee to help oversee this project.

Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project, any new projects identified, project
activities):
•

•

•

Salish Sea Stewards: Applications are now being accepted for the SSS training and are available on
the Skagit MRC website. The application deadline is March 1. The training will be approximately 40
hours spanning ten weeks, starting March 19 – May 21, 2019. In return, volunteers will be asked to
commit 40 hours of volunteer time towards MRC or related projects. Classes will be held every
Tuesday from 1:00pm to 5:00pm at the Padilla Bay Reserve Facility which has been reserved. The SSS
Planning Subcommittee met with Joan Drinkwin, the Volunteer Program Coordinator, on January 10
at Padilla Bay to work on the training curriculum and schedule. The curriculum will be very similar to
what it was last year. The program is being widely promoted. There was a nice article in the Skagit
Valley Herald. Volunteers started placing flyers around town and at special events. The Friends of
Skagit Beaches has agreed to cover some of the costs the MRC Grant cannot cover. Our budget was
reduced this year, so the participants are being asked to pay a $12 fee to cover the costs of the
background checks. The Friends of Skagit Beaches will be handling the checks. So far we have
received five applications.
Fidalgo Bay Day: Fidalgo Bay Resort has been reserved for Fidalgo Bay Day on August 24th, 2019. Jay
will be working with Pete and Gina to plan and coordinate the event. The Friends of Skagit Beaches
will once again host the very popular Discovery Passport Station activity with other sources of
funding for the prizes. This year’s event will be part of the Skagit MRC’s 20th Anniversary
Celebration. We will also have the beach seining activity and the Shannon Point Marine Center touch
tank. Save the Date cards are being widely distributed at special events to help promote this event.
Forage Fish Surveys: The index site surveys continue at Similk Bay, Ship Harbor along Guemes
Channel and Samish Island. Several trained volunteers and WDNR staff started looking at the six

•

•

•

•

•

years of forage fish data collected from Fidalgo Bay and figuring out the best way to analyze it. There
are over 200,000 data points! We are considering picking up a few more index sites to survey if
sampling is scaled back in Fidalgo Bay. Volunteers have also been collecting forage fish survey data at
the Kukatali Reserve restoration site twice a month. MRC members and volunteers took equipment
and egg samples to the Skagit River Interpretive Center on December 29 for a talk and
demonstration as part of the Bald Eagle Festival. They also took microscopes and egg samples for an
activity at the Sedro-Woolley Evergreen Elementary “STEM” night for about 300 families on Jan. 16.
And on Friday, January 18, they set up the forage Fish gear and a poster at the Friends of Skagit
Beach’s lecture series on forage fish for a crowd of 150 people!!!
Kids on the Beach Project: Last year we contracted with Mira Lutz to develop and implement this
pilot project. Mira recently got hired with the SeaDoc Society/UC Davis as their new Education
Coordinator. We are currently working on contract negotiations with UC Davis to continue to expand
the program to other schools in 2019. If we cannot get a contract in place soon, we will need to start
working on another alternative.
Bowman Bay Restoration: We now have a contract in place with the Skagit Fisheries Enhancement
Group to continue plant maintenance activities in 2019. Large woody debris have been accumulating
along the shoreline and the plants are really filling in nicely, particularly the dune grass and coastal
strawberry. The shrubs are still struggling a little bit because of the harsh conditions. We will likely be
planting a few evergreen trees donated by SFEG in 2019. Plant maintenance work parties will be
scheduled sometime this spring and summer.
Pinto Abalone Recovery: Diver surveys were conducted in October at the Young Abalone Outplant
experiment site near Allan Island. They investigated post-outplant survival and growth of two
different age groups of hatchery-reared juvenile abalone; 9 months old and 15 months old.
Survivorship between the two age groups tested the same. PSRF will conduct one last survey at this
Allan Island experiment in February before making final conclusions. PSRF also helped support a
WWU graduate student’s research investigating the effectiveness of outplanting an even younger life
stage, mature larvae competent for settlement near Burrows Bay and Washington Park. Analysis,
results, and conclusions for this project will be available in the summer of 2019. The Washington
Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) is currently seeking public comment on a proposal to
change the status of pinto abalone from a Species of Concern to a State Endangered Species.
WDFW recently held public meetings in Port Townsend and Anacortes to present background
information, answer questions, and receive comments. Paul will be drafting a letter of support on
behalf of the MRC for changing the status of pinto abalone to a State Endangered Species.
Olympia Oyster Restoration: Paul recently completed a report on Olympia Oyster Restoration in
Fidalgo Bay and Cypress Island which is currently being reviewed. The report summarizes all of the
work that has been done over the last 16 years. Information from the report will be included in the
online Encyclopedia of Puget Sound. A new book on Goods and Services of Marine Bivalves just
came out. Paul worked with Betsy Peabody on one of the sections in the book that highlighted the
value of citizen scientists in oyster restoration and included a photo of Sarah Tchang. The book is
available for free online: https://www.springer.com/gp/book/9783319967752. Paul recently
attended a seminar on Olympia oysters at WWU. The Puget Sound Restoration Fun applied
additional oyster seed across a half acre of shell along Weaverling Spit in early November. Additional
shell was also distributed across half an acre near the trestle to improve substrate for oyster
settlement. Field work will start up again in April or May.
Kayak Kelp Surveys: Phyllis will be attending the Kelp Recovery Workshop at Padilla Bay on February
28.

Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, advisory
actions the MRC is taking, questions to the Commission, etc):
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info):

MRC Monthly Report

County: Snohomish
Month/Year: December 2018
Submitted by: Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vicechair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):
No changes at this time
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from
past month such as number of participants or highlights):
The MRC completed their monthly forage fish survey on December 4th. Elisa Dawson, Kathleen
Pozarycki, Cathy Stanley, Bob Hillmann, Tom Doerge, and Paul Clampitt took 18 samples from different
nearshore sites in Snohomish County. The samples have been dropped off with consultants for analysis.
Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson met with Snohomish County Public Works Communications staff to
discuss the MRC Grant and the potential to hire an on-call consultant on December 6th. In order to use
the on-call consultant list, the MRC needs approval from Public Works Management. Communications
Manager, Fay Lim, will assist the MRC in getting approval to hire an on-call consultant.
MRC staff Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson met with Snohomish County Surface Water
Management staff Luke Hanna, Frank Leonetti, and Melody Ovard to discuss the analysis and story map
of the nearshore analysis data on December 12th. A story map draft is expected to be complete in midJanuary 2019. The story map will convey data on forage fish, sediment grain size, photographic changes,
and nearshore drift along the 4.5 mile of restored beach in Everett.
The MRC hosted their annual Holiday Party on December 17th. Kathleen Pozarycki, Elisa Dawson, Sarah
Brown, Mike Ehlebracht, Bob Hillmann, Debbie Hopkins, Craig Wollam, Tom Doerge, Paul Clampitt,
Cathy Stanley, and Susan Tarpley attended the party.
MRC Staff Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson attended the MRC Lead Staff meeting on December 18th
at the Padilla Bay Reserve. MRC Staff discussed communications, budget updates, the Northwest Straits
Strategic Plan, upcoming MRC Grants, and more.
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):
No updates at this time
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified):

Nearshore Beach Restoration Project: The MRC is working on analyzing nearshore restoration project
data from before and after the restoration. NRC Inc. completed their analysis of forage fish egg and
sediment data from the nearshore restoration project. MRC Staff, MRC members, and SWM staff
reviewed the final draft. The MRC is working on creating an online story board to convey this
information to the public. As well as show pictures before and after restoration and to show how
sediment has moved throughout the nearshore.
Nearshore Restoration Estuary and Salmon Recovery Program (ESRP) Learning Grant and Forage Fish
Monitoring: Forage fish sampling schedule has been set for the August 2018-February 2019 monitoring
season. The MRC continues to use the opportunity fund grant contract with Salish Sea Biological to
complete forage fish egg analysis. Snohomish County will continue monthly monitoring at the 14
Nearshore Restoration sites, two sites at Meadowdale Beach, and two sites at Picnic Point Beach as
match for the ESRP grant. December sampling occurred December 4th, and January sampling is
scheduled for January 14th.
MRC Grant 2018-2019 MyCoast Communications Plan: Kathleen has been working with folks around the
region to add more beaches to the app to encourage more users. Two push notifications to app users to
alert them of upcoming King Tides and an email to all app users were sent in December. DNR sent out a
press release announcing the app and several news articles were published recently which referenced
the MyCoast App:
• In the Monroe Monitor: New App Enlists Smart Phone Users in Keeping Puget Sound Clean
• In the Tacoma Weekly: App lets smartphone users keep Puget Sound Clean
• Route Fifty National News: Crowdsourcing King Tides to Better Understand Rising Sea Levels
• Everett Herald Front Porch: Clean up the Sound? There’s an app for that
Interviews of consulting firms to lead the marketing plan for the app will be conducted in January of
2019.
Snohomish Estuary Derelict Boat Removal Project: Snohomish County has partnered with the
Department of Natural Resources to utilize local agency authority to remove and prevent derelict boats
in local waters. This new program accomplished two major removal projects which resulted in the
removal of five derelict boats in 2018. Four boats were removed from the Snohomish Estuary and one
was removed from the shoreline along the Puget Sound near the Mt. Baker Terminal. Removal of these
abandoned and derelict boats improves habitat for salmon, prevents water pollution, and improves
public safety and navigation. Grant funds from the Local Integrating Organization and Department of
Natural Resources were matched by SWM Utility fees to fund this project.
Kelp Project: The MRC received a call from the Snohomish Conservation District (SCD) who recently
received a grant to study commercial kelp harvesting in the northern Puget Sound area. The MRC
connected SCD to Suzanne Shull and Helen Berry (WA Department of Natural Resources) to discuss the
grant further. The Snohomish MRC also sent their data for kelp monitoring in Snohomish County to SCD.
Upcoming Events:

Edmonds Starlight Beach Walk January 17th, 2019
Join Discovery Programs staff and the WSU Snohomish County Extension Beach Watchers for a low tide
beach walk under the stars. We’ll explore the beach as the tide goes out, then return to the Visitor
Station for some hot beverages to take the chill off. Bring a flashlight and dress for the weather. Meet at
the Olympic Beach Visitor Station. Co-sponsored by the Snohomish County Marine Resources Advisory
Committee and City of Edmonds.

MRC Monthly Report

County: Snohomish
Month/Year: January 2018
Submitted by: Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vicechair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):
No changes at this time
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from
past month such as number of participants or highlights):
Kathleen Pozarycki, Elisa Dawson, Franchesca Perez and Sarah Brown interviewed consultants to help
with the MRC 2018-2019 Grant on January 10th. The committee chose a consultant and is working
through the county contracting office to hire the consultant.
The MRC completed their monthly forage fish survey on January 15th. Elisa Dawson, Cathy Stanley, Bob
Hillmann, Craig Wollam, and Paul Clampitt took 17 samples from different nearshore sites in Snohomish
County. The samples have been dropped off with consultants for analysis.
MRC Staff Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson met with other Snohomish County Surface Water
Management Staff to discuss the Nearshore Beach Nourishment Project Story Map. The Story Map is
being created as a tool to share information about the project to the public. The group also discussed
submitting an abstract for the 2019 Salmon Recovery Conference.
The monthly MRC meeting was held on January 16th. Elisa Dawson, Sarah Brown, Mike Ehlebracht, Bob
Hillmann, Debbie Hopkins, Craig Wollam, Tom Doerge, Paul Clampitt, Cathy Stanley, and Susan Tarpley
were present. The MRC discussed their forage fish project, annual work plan, and had a presentation
from Sharon Swan, Snohomish County Parks staff, on the Kayak Point Beach Park renovation plans.
Susan Tarpley, Craig Wollam, and Tom Doerge attended the Starlight Beach Walk in Edmonds on January
17th, 2019. The event is a collaboration between WSU Beach Watchers, the City of Edmonds, and the
MRC. Guests enjoy hot chocolate and learn about their local marine environment. Susan Tarpley gave a
plug for folks to download the MyCoast Smartphone App.
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):
No updates at this time

Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified):
Nearshore Beach Restoration Project: The MRC is working on analyzing nearshore restoration project
data from before and after the restoration. The MRC is working on creating an online story board to
convey this information to the public. The MRC hopes to work with SWM staff to submit an abstract on
this project to the 2019 Salmon Recovery Conference.
Nearshore Restoration Estuary and Salmon Recovery Program (ESRP) Learning Grant and Forage Fish
Monitoring: Forage fish sampling schedule has been set for the August 2018-February 2019 monitoring
season. The MRC continues to use the opportunity fund grant contract with Salish Sea Biological to
complete forage fish egg analysis. Snohomish County will continue monthly monitoring at the 14
Nearshore Restoration sites, two sites at Meadowdale Beach, and two sites at Picnic Point Beach as
match for the ESRP grant. January sampling occurred January 14th, and February sampling is scheduled
for February 21st.
MRC Grant 2018-2019 MyCoast Communications Plan: After interviewing consultants on January 10th,
the MRC Grant Subcommittee chose a consultant who will develop the Communications Plan and
Marketing Campaign for the MyCoast App.
Snohomish Estuary Derelict Boat Removal Project: An additional two derelict boats were removed from
the Snohomish Estuary in January of 2019 (vessels #2 and #3 from work order 42181).

Kelp Project: The MRC continues to collaborate with the Snohomish Conservation District (SCD) who
recently received a grant to study commercial kelp harvesting in the northern Puget Sound area. The
MRC connected SCD to Suzanne Shull and Helen Berry (WA Department of Natural Resources) to discuss
the grant further. The group plans to schedule a conference call to discuss ideas on collaboration for
February.

Upcoming Events:
Sound Waters University 2019, February 2, 2019 at South Whidbey High School. A number of
Snohomish MRC members are attending and bringing a booth.
February Forage Fish Sampling. February 21st at Howarth Park in Everett. Sampling from 12PM-1:30PM.
MRC Meeting. February 20th at 6:30PM at the Snohomish County Offices. 3000 Rockefeller Ave. Everett
WA 98201. Admin East building in room 6A02.

MRC Monthly Report
County: Whatcom
Month/Year: January 2019
Submitted by: Austin Rose
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vicechair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):
Two applications to the MRC were received on January 15, for the Conservation/Environmental interest
position. The MRC Executive Subcommittee will be reviewing the applications and scheduling an in
person meeting with applicants. A recommendation should be made by February 2019.
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from
past month such as number of participants or highlights):
•

•

•
•

•

The general MRC meeting is scheduled for February 7. This meeting will be facilitated by NWSC,
Director Lucas Hart, as the MRC is re-evaluating its policies and procedures, and making updates
to their strategic plan. There will be an update from the Port of Bellingham on the waterfront
redevelopment work.
MRC staff, Eleanor Hines, and Alex attended a planning meeting for upcoming intertidal surveys.
Participants included staff from DNR aquatic reserves, Skagit MRC, RE Sources, aquatic reserve
citizen science committees, and lead naturalists. The purpose of the meeting was to review and
update the survey protocols being used by various programs in Whatcom and Skagit counties.
The March MRC meeting will feature guest speaker Henry Carson, WDFW, who will share
information on the pinto abalone status review.
Five MRC members and MRC staff provided presentations to a marine conservation class at
Western Washington University. Presentation included information on the pilot Olympia oyster
restoration project and the forage fish surveys. Students are required to develop project ideas
as part of their course. MRC members will be available to work with students as they are
brainstorming ideas for projects around the topics presented. Stormwater was another topic
that was discussed.
A Public Speaker Series planning meeting was held with representatives from the Salish Sea
Institute, and Bellingham Technical College. The Orca forum originally planned for Jan 8 had to
be postponed due to the government shutdown.

Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project, any new projects identified, project
activities):
•

An MRC member brought forth a project idea around Cherry Point Herring and artificial
spawning nets. A conference call was held with interested members, Dana Oster, and WDFW
staff to discuss ideas and possible way the MRC could get involved with herring survival
experiments/test plots/etc. The group is still brainstorming ideas.

•

•

MRC intern Amanda Weiss is still leading the forage fish surveys on behalf of the MRC. Both
locations are now active in the MyCoast app under the “take a beach photo” as one location will
be under restoration starting June 2018. Lisa Hillier, WDFW, will join the surveys in February
and will help determine a new site for Whatcom to take on – potentially up in Birch Bay as the
County’s softshore protection berm is on track so monitoring before and after construction
would provide really useful information. The MRC will be trying to take on the staging
component of the survey, and Lisa will be available to assist with questions related to that.
A North Sound Stewards advisory committee is scheduled to meet on Jan 22 to discuss logistics
for the 2019 season. A volunteer recruitment message was sent out through several list servs in
early January. 10 people have signed up to participate since the recruitment message was sent.

Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, advisory
actions the MRC is taking, questions to the Commission, etc):

Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info):

Commission staff highlights – January 2019
Marine Program Manager –Dana and the Science Advisory Committee are distributing the volunteer position description
for a social scientist on the committee. NWSC and NOAA will collaborate the summer of 2019 to advise a Hollings Scholar.
The project will focus on documenting historic kelp distributions and trends from local knowledge and grey literature in
East San Juan Island, and support initial data collection of historical kelp distribution in North Puget Sound.
MRC Grants –Commission staff are preparing for the next round of awards and developing the request for proposals that
will be issued in the spring of 2019, and coordinating with Dept of Ecology administrators of the online grant management
system (EAGL). The 2017-18 sub-awards are now closed.
Actions to Impacts –The NWS Commission staff and Science Advisory Committee are currently reviewing and revising the
2019-2020 Request for Proposals (RFPs) to support Actions to Impacts. A discussion is being planned on metrics at the
NWSI Retreat to support the Strategic Plan will be coordinated with Actions to Impacts.
Kelp Conservation and Recovery Plan –Invitations were sent out for the February 28th workshop. A survey was created and
sent out to people in the kelp community to prioritize data gaps relating to kelp and kelp management. If you are interested
in taking the survey or know people who work with kelp that should participate in the survey please contact Dana
oster@nwstraits.org.
Strategic planning – Lucas is working with the Strategic Planning Committee to edit the “themes document.” The next step
is to outline metrics that support some of the objectives that have been identified. This will occur in the spring of 2019.
2019 Northwest Straits Initiative Retreat
The Northwest Straits Initiative is holding a joint retreat on March 21-22 at Padilla Bay Reserve. The retreat will be
facilitated by Hilary Wilkinson.
Meeting attendance
Sasha attended the Whatcom MRC meeting on December 6. Dana and Lucas attended the Whatcom MRC meeting on
January 3.
Dana attended San Juan MRC’s Southern Resident Killer Whale community workshop on December 6
Dana attended the Skagit MRC meeting on December 11.
Lucas attended the Maritime Blue role out on January 8.

