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Location:
Date:
Time:

Northwest Straits Commission
WebEx Conference Call
May 31, 2019
10:00 AM to 12:00 PM

To join the WebEx meeting, click here. Enter your name and email address and click “Join.”
For audio conference, dial: 1-415-655-0001, access code: 802 309 141
10:00-10:05

Welcome and introductions
Approval of April minutes

Alan Clark, Chair

10:05-10:20

NWSC committee reports
Executive Committee
External Relations Committee
Science Advisory Committee

Elsa Schwartz
Tom Cowan
Ron Thom

10:20-11:00

MRC reports

MRC Representatives

11:00-11:20

Business items
MRC Conference survey (Sasha)
Communications committee (Sasha)
June presentations (Nicole)
Strategic and operations plan summary (Lucas)
Day on the Hill briefing (Lucas)
Kelp Workshop update (Dana)

Staff

11:20-11:35

High density rural housing growth across Puget
Sound counties from 2011-2016

Tanya Roberts, Puget Sound
Institute

11:35-11:40

NWIFC/Tribal update

Cecilia Gobin

11:40-11:45

Puget Sound Partnership update

Laura Blackmore and Karin
Berkholtz, Puget Sound
Partnership

11:45-11:50

NWS Foundation update

Don Hunger, NWS Foundation
Interim Director

11:50-11:55

Round table

All

11:55-12:00

Public comment

All

minutes
April 26, 2019 • 9:45 AM-2:30 PM
Northwest Maritime Center
Northwest Straits Commission meeting

Attendees:
Commission Members: Paul Clampitt (Snohomish-Chair), Alan Clark (Clallam-Vice Chair), Tom Cowan,
Elsa Schwartz (Island), Jeff Taylor (Jefferson), Christina Koons (San Juan), Karin Berkholtz (Puget Sound
Partnership Alternate), Pete Haase (Skagit), Nan McKay
Commission Staff: Lucas Hart, Nicole Jordan, Sasha Horst, Dana Oster
Others in Attendance: Greg Brotherton (Jefferson County Commissioner), Jon Bridgman, Cheryl Lowe,
Caroline Gibson, Anne Murphy
Absent: Bob Cecile (Whatcom), Ron Thom, Cecilia Gobin (Tribal), Chris Castner
Opening and Introductions
Paul opened the meeting and facilitated introductions.
The minutes from the February Northwest Straits (NWS) Commission meeting were approved by
consensus.
NWS Commission - committee reports
Executive Committee
Alan said the committee agreed extending Nan’s appointment so she can serve two full terms is a good
idea. The committee recommended the annual Northwest Straits (NWS) Initiative Retreat be held as a
joint retreat with the NWS Foundation. The committee recommended the NWS commissioners sign a
Conflict of Interest Policy.
o Motion: Elsa motioned, Christina Koons seconded to hold a joint retreat. The NWS Commission
agreed by consensus.
o Motion: Paul motioned, Alan seconded to require NWS commissioners sign a Conflict of Interest
Policy. The NWS Commission agreed by consensus.
Science Advisory Committee
Dana said the committee is still seeking social science guidance on effectiveness of education and
outreach projects. The committee reached out to the Social Science Advisory Committee with the Puget
Sound Partnership. NWS Commission is on the agenda to present to the Social Science Advisory
Committee in September.
External Relations Committee
Tom said the committee is focused on the state budget and preparing for 2019 Puget Sound Day on the
Hill. The committee agreed to hold an in-person meeting in May at Padilla Bay to discuss expanding their
focus to other audiences and explore new external relation possibilities.
Director report

minutes
The 2018 Northwest Straits Initiative’s Annual Report is complete. Read more here: http://bit.ly/2JT6IIm
Lucas said the state budget is final and will be released April 27. He plans to attend Puget Sound Day on
the Hill with Christina Koons. Nan McKay and Jerry Masters also plan to attend part of Puget Sound Day
on the Hill to support the NWS Initiative.
Lucas is working with Commission, MRCs and Foundation staff to create an operations plan to complete
the strategic planning process with a goal of adopting a final strategic plan in June.
Business items
MRC Conference planning committee
An MRC Conference planning committee is being formed. A survey will be circulated to NWS Initiative
members to solicit possible conference topics.
 Action: Those interested in joining the 2019 MRC Conference planning committee or contributing
suggestions for speakers/sessions can contact Sasha Horst at horst@nwstraits.org.
Communication ad hoc committee
A communication ad hoc committee is being formed to support the creation of a communication plan.
The chair will need to be a member of the NWS Commission.
 Action: Those interested in joining the communication ad hoc committee should contact Sasha at
horst@nwstraits.org.
MRC project collaboration event
There is interest in holding a project collaboration event. Commissioners discussed the advantage of
holding it separate from the MRC conference. Web-based meetings were suggested as a possible
solution for ongoing topics and engaging broader NWS Initiative members/partners.
 Action: Those with input on creating a project collaboration event should contact Dana at
oster@nwstraits.org.
Meeting highlights
The NWS Commission discussed the meeting highlights document circulated after Commission meetings.
The group agreed the document is worth continuing and most useful when it is simple and straight
forward.
April Kelp Workshop
Members from all seven MRCs attended the Kelp Workshop on April 18 at the Maritime Center in Port
Townsend to review the regional project, and discuss methods and strategies going forward.
Retreat debrief

minutes
The NWS Commission discussed the retreat and thanked Elsa for the use of her home. Commissioners
agreed the event is useful in building relationships and fostering collaboration across the NWS Initiative.
Supplementing kelp surveys with satellite images
Jeff Taylor, Jefferson MRC Representative, presented on supplementing kayak-based kelp surveys with
satellite images. Possible uses of the images include supplementing aerial images for eelgrass, kelp and
shoreline restoration projects.
MRC reports
Monthly reports for each MRC are available by visiting this link: http://www.nwstraits.org/archive/
Clallam
Alan said forage fish sampling was conducted at Cline Spit March 27 and the April sampling is planned
for April 24. The oiled wildlife training in partnership with Focus Wildlife is planned for April 27 with 53
volunteers signed up for the class. The MRC is seeking interns and advertised with different educational
institutes, posted on Clallam MRC website and submitted an article in the Peninsula Daily News.
Island
Elsa said the MRC welcomed Gwendolyn Hannam as a new MRC member. The MRC will continue forage
fish monitoring at restoration sites: Cornet Bay, Ala Spit, Hidden Beach, and Seahorse Siesta. They will
discontinue monitoring at Camano Island State Park. Underwater eelgrass videography is planned for
Cornet Bay this summer with aerial photography conducted for both islands.
Jefferson
Jeff said the MRC is installing new rain gardens in uptown Port Townsend in April and Quilcene in fall
2019, in partnership with a Jefferson County Public Works road project. The MRC is planning a shellfish
aquaculture forum with Northwest Straits Commission and Northwest Maritime Center as co-sponsors.
The MRC is also planning two crabber 101 outreach events.
San Juan
Christina said she attended a luncheon with Senator Patty Murray and emphasized the work of the NWS
Initiative. The MRC provided 50 whale warning flags to the counties auditor’s office to give to the first 50
individuals that renew or purchase a boat license this year and are willing to be whale stewards. In
addition to the Whale Warning Flag the MRC has continued to participate in education and outreach
surrounding best boating practices in the vicinity of whales.

Skagit
Pete said the MRC has a new member, Diane Hennebert with the Board of County CommissionersCity of
Anacortes. Planning is currently underway for three special events to help celebrate Skagit MRC’s 20

minutes
year anniversary. Fidalgo Bay Resort is reserved for Fidalgo Bay Day on August 24. The 2019 plant
maintenance work parties with the Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group will take place from 10:00 AM
to 1:00 PM on May 17, June 21, July 12, August 16, and September 20.
Snohomish
Paul said the MRC is working on creosote piling removals—Kathleen and Elisa met with Chris Robertson
from Washington Department of Natural Resources to investigate piling removal in the Snohomish
Estuary. The MRC is working on analyzing nearshore restoration project data from before and after the
restoration and will continue creating an online story board to educate the public.
Whatcom
Whatcom submitted a written report. The MRC is scoping a new forage fish survey index site in Birch
Bay. The MRC has put out a volunteer internship announcement with Bellingham Technical College. The
Whatcom Conservation District is conducting a project to test whether the DNA of bacteria in waterways
can be used to identify sources of fecal coliform pollution—two MRC sites were included in the study.
Developing an external communications strategy – igniting the network
Jon Bridgman, Visual Communication Lead with the Puget Sound Partnership, presented on
communication efforts at the Partnership. Jon said the Partnership is working on a communication plan
amplifying the voice of the work being done in the Puget Sound region.
Northwest Straits (NWS) Foundation update
Anne Murphy said the NWS Foundation is continuing to work with MRCs on Opportunity Fund
submissions. The NWS Foundation welcomes Nan McKay as the newest board member.
 Action: Those with questions on the MRC Opportunity Fund should contact Don Hunger at
don@nwstraitsfoundation.org.
Puget Sound Partnership (Partnership) update
Karin said Sheida Sahandy is resigning from her position as executive director of the Partnership as of
May 3. Puget Sound Day on the Hill in Washington DC is scheduled for May 14-16. The NWS Initiative
will be well represented.
 Action: Those interested in Puget Sound Day on the Hill can follow along and show support via
social media, look for #PSDOTH19.
 Action: May is Puget Sound Starts Here month with the theme Orca Health Starts Here. Learn
more here: https://bit.ly/2IQRrGz

Elections

minutes
Nan nominated the candidates for the chair and vice-chair. The commission held elections; Alan Clark of
the Clallam MRC will serve as chair, and Elsa Schwartz of the Island MRC as vice-chair for the one-year
term.
Round table
There was no round table.
Public comment
There was no public comment.
* The next Commission meeting will be on May 31 over WebEx.

Executive Committee Meeting
May 6, 2019 • 11:00am-12:00pm
Conference call
Committee Members: Alan Clark, Tom Cowan, Elsa Schwartz
Commission Staff/Support: Nicole Jordan, Lucas Hart, Sasha Horst
Absent: Ron Thom, Jude Apple (ex-officio)
NWSC leadership changes (Chair and Vice-Chair)
Lucas welcomed the Executive Committee’s new leadership. Elsa Schwartz as the new committee chair, and
Alan Clark as the Commission chair is a member of the committee.
Day on the Hill sign-on letter
Lucas asked for approval from the committee to sign onto the Puget Sound Day on the Hill letter, which
highlights key areas of needed support for Puget Sound recovery. The committee agreed to support the letter.
Lucas will add the NWS Commission as a signatory.
Conflict of Interest Policy – Science Advisory Committee – review
The committee reviewed the Conflict of Interest Policy specifically for the Science Advisory Committee
members and agreed it is worthwhile. Elsa noted that Island MRC is adding a signed conflict of interest policy
as a requirement for their members.
NWSC procedure on adopting policy
Lucas asked if the procedure for commenting on state legislation falls under the NWS Commission procedure
on adopting policy. If so, should wording be added to the existing procedures that allows the Executive
Committee to provide approval for legislative comment under short timelines? The committee agreed the
existing procedure on adopting policy does not apply to commenting on legislation. The committee agreed
that a separate procedure should be written that addresses how the NWSC should comment on legislation.
 Action: Lucas will work with the committee to draft a few options for discussion.
State funding/Budget discussion
The NWS Commission’s state funding was increased from $227,000/year to $455,000/year for the 2019-2021
biennium. Since this allows for a clearer forecast of the funding for the next two years, MRCs will be moving to
a two-year grant cycle. Staff prepared a draft budget for committee review, which included an award to MRCs
for 2019-20 in the amount of $91,000. Additional funds in the budget were recommended to be used to
provide support at the Commission level. One option discussed was to conduct an assessment of the NWS
Initiative. The committee agreed more information would be needed, including clarifying goals of the
assessment. The committee recommended approval of the amount budgeted to MRCs for the 2019-2020 cycle
so that staff can proceed on working with MRCs on the 2019-2020 Request for Proposals.
 Action: Lucas and Sasha will prepare a budget that compares the current year’s funding with the
increased amount for next year to clearly identify areas of increased/decreased funding.

Review of Draft Operations Plan
Lucas shared a draft of the NWS Initiative Operations Plan, a supplement to the NWS Initiative Strategic Plan.
The committee agreed that the format of the Operations Plan is appropriate and clear and that staff should
continue to work on filling in the content.
Joint Executive Committee meeting agenda discussion
The committee reviewed the agenda. Once a date is chosen, the agenda will be finalized.
***The next Executive Committee Meeting will be a conference call on June 3 from 11:00am-12:00pm ***

MRC Monthly Report
County: Clallam
Month/Year: March and April, 2019
Submitted by: Helle Andersen
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vicechair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): Kathy Cooper resigned in December, 2018. The position is
still open. The Marine Trade position has been changed to an At-Large position. Clallam County has
received one applicant for the position and the candidate is under review. The following officers were
appointed at the May meeting: Chair –Jeff Ward, Vice-Chair – Ed Bowlby, NWSC representative – Alan
Clark, NWSC Alternate – Sissi Bruch.
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from
past month such as number of participants or highlights): The Clallam MRC held their monthly meeting
May 20th. At the meeting Melissa Williams, Executive Director for Feiro Marine Life Center, and Carol
Bernthal, Superintendent of the Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary, presented the plans for the
new Marine Discovery Center on the waterfront in Port Angeles. Other topics at the meetings included
election of Clallam MRC officers, the NWSC proposal, the 2019 Internship Program, the 2019
Opportunity Fund, the 2019 Fellowship, NWSC Updates, and project updates.
Participation in other meetings: Helle Andersen participated in the quarterly LIO/ERN meeting May 3rd.
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): Waiting to
hear back from the 2019 MRC Opportunity Grant and the 2019 Fellowship applications.
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project, any new projects identified, project
activities):
Forage Fish sampling was conducted at Cline Spit May 7th and at Elwha Beach and Ediz Hook May 9th.
Oil Spill Preparedness: The oiled wildlife training with Focus Wildlife was held April 27th. A total of 45
volunteers participated in the training and received a certificate. Based on a post-training survey the
participants liked the training. I have already email 10 pictures to Sasha.
Internship Program: 10 students from Port Angeles High School and Peninsula College applied for the
five internship positions. Seven of these applicants were selected for interview. Five applicants were
selected and we are currently waiting on two students accepting the positions.
Orca Forum: More than 50 residents participated in the Orca Forum held at Lower Elwha Heritage
Center. The four speakers were Dr. Rich Osborne, Olympic Natural Resources Center, Dr. Scott Veirs,
Orcasound Hydrophone Network, Dr. Todd Hass, Puget Sound Partnership and Donna Sandstrom, The
Whale Trail. The forum was facilitated by Anne Murphy, President of NWSF. Have attached three photos
from the event.
Celebration of Science & Technology: The event was very poorly attended and the MRC staffing the
booth closed down the booth around 2 pm. Have attached one photo of the booth.
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, advisory
actions the MRC is taking, questions to the Commission, etc): Jeff Ward participated in an oil spill drill at
Freshwater Bay May 23rd. The drill was part of the CANUSPAC efforts.
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info):

MRC Monthly Report
County: Island
Month/Year: May 2019
Submitted by: Anna Toledo
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vicechair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): None.
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from
past month such as number of participants or highlights):
Past Meetings/Events:
- May 7: MRC meeting on Camano: Phill Dionne (WDFW) presented on forage fish and smelt
fishing practices and regulations.
- May 22: The MRC participated in the Sound Water Stewards Volunteer Fair to provide
information on volunteer opportunities and recruit new volunteers. Seven new volunteers
signed up for projects.
Upcoming Meetings/Events:
- We will announce the winners of our art contest that accompanied the “Discover Our Island
Shores” video and classroom activity.
- June 4 MRC meeting: Business items, including Opportunity Fund and project updates.
- Several new forage fish volunteers will participate in the forage fish training on June 24.
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): The MRC and
Island County Public Health leadership discussed the increase in state funding, and support utilizing it for
increased staff capacity.
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project, any new projects identified, project
activities):
Forage Fish: We are recruiting volunteers to form teams which will be assigned to specific beaches. We
are focusing on restoration sites (pre and/or post monitoring): Cornet Bay, Ala Spit, Hidden Beach, and
Seahorse Siesta, as well as the Camano index site Maple Grove. Volunteers will participate in the WDFW
training scheduled for June 24.
Eelgrass: Underwater videography is planned for Cornet Bay this summer. One new volunteer is
interested in shadowing the existing team to learn the underwater videography skills. Aerial
photography will be conducted for both islands.
Bull Kelp: We have acquired HOBO temperature loggers to track temperature with increased accuracy
and response time. The loggers will be rigged up to measure surface, midwater, and bottom
temperatures simultaneously.
Outreach:
- Art contest: We are wrapping up our art contest that accompanied the “Discover Our Island
Shores” video and classroom activity. Winners will be announced the last week of May.

-

Crabber outreach: We are planning to conduct opening day outreach at the Captain Coupe boat
launch in Coupeville. We will also provide informational cards to hardware stores where fishing
licenses are sold.
Movie screenings: We are coordinating with the Navy base and Sno-Isle Libraries to host
screenings of “Discover Our Island Shores” geared towards families.
Forums: We will be conducting a follow-up survey with participants of last year’s forums to help
hone our plans for this year’s forums.

Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, advisory
actions the MRC is taking, questions to the Commission, etc): The MRC will have a spot on the County’s
Technical Advisory Group for the SMP update. The group will convene in the summer.
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info):

Barbara Bennett engages volunteers at Sound Waters Stewards Volunteer Opportunity Fair. Credit: Anna
Toledo.

JCMRC Monthly Report
County:
Month/Year:
Submitted by:

Jefferson
May 2019
Cheryl Lowe

Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to
chair/vice-chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):
• No new updates
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events
from past month such as number of participants or highlights):
Past Meetings & Events:
• April 29 – Cheryl attended MRC Coordinators meeting at Padilla Bay
• Apr 30 - rain garden installation (see below)
• May 3 Cheryl Lowe represented the MRC at the Strait ERN LIO meeting.
• May 4, 2019 MRC monthly meeting (16 members/staff & 2 guests). Included
presentations by Emily Bishop on how the Hood Canal Bridge is impacting salmon
migration, Jeff Taylor’s research into satellite imaging for kelp monitoring, approval of
2019-20 MRC operating grant & budget, and update on PT outfall pipe studies.
• May 10 Digging for Dinner event very successful. See report below.
• Exec Committee May 21 – Gordon, Emily, Jeff, Cheryl
• Jeff is planning to attend the NWSC May Web-Ex meeting
Upcoming Meetings/Events:
• June 4 - MRC monthly meeting
• June 6 - Chumsortium meeting
• June 23 - Crabbing 101 (NWS Foundation)
• June 26 - Crabbing 101 (NWS Foundation)
• June 28 - Shellfish Aquaculture Educational Forum
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):
Nothing new to report.
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing projects or any new projects identified):
1. Monitoring: a) Fort Townsend: Forage fish monitoring completed for season.
b) Forage Fish Index Site (Adelma Beach): May sampling date not yet scheduled.
c) Kelp: Will be scheduling June survey soon.
PT Outfall group: gathering info, but nothing new to report.
2. Rain Gardens: First 2019 rain garden installation completed on April 30th in uptown PT
(Lincoln & Adams Streets) with partners WSU Extension (design & logistics) and City of
PT Public Works (site preparation & soil amendments). The elementary school teacher
from the PT School District’s OCEAN program used this project as a place-based learning

tool; kids helped measure site, calculate drainage area, study how rain gardens work
and helped plant on April 30th.
3. Education & Outreach: Digging for Dinner event on May 10 was a great success. See
some photos below. Feedback from participants was very positive.
• 38 attendees (over 50 registered, but not all showed up)
• 4 MRC volunteers
• 6 staff (4 WDFW, 1 MRC, 1 Jefferson Co Public Health)
Planning for Crabber Outreach (NWSF) continues. Two Crabbing 101 classes scheduled
for June in Jefferson County (and coordination with Clallam MRC for 2 more there), PR
developed and distributed, and invitations sent to elected officials to observe derelict
gear removal operations in Port Townsend Bay in May.
Shellfish Aquaculture Educational Forum planning continues. Agenda and set-up
finalized. PR effort is planned for early June, with registration to open by June 1.
4. Olympia Oyster: April monthly report included baseline monitoring work on April 10
(that report was submitted before the second phase.) On April 22, 5 MRC volunteers
with 1 WDFW, 1 tribal rep and 1 MRC staff spread 112 bags of clean cultch in the Lagoon
Area of Discovery Bay to provide substrate for oyster larvae to land on. Cultch was
delivered by boat on an earlier high tide by Taylor Shellfish staff to minimize impact to
site. After years of talking about doing this, it was very satisfying for everyone to see it
come to fruition. See photos below.
5. Voluntary No Anchor Zones: No new activity to report.
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group,
advisory actions the MRC is taking, questions to the Commission, etc):
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—all photos by Cheryl Lowe):
Digging for Dinner: WDFW staff demonstrating how to dig steamer clams

Olympia Oyster Spreading New Cultch at Lagoon Site:
Preferred technique for spreading shell.

Bags ready to open and spread.

Cultch spread on spit and ready to receive Olympia oyster larvae.

Rain Garden Installation April 30, 2019

MRC Monthly Report
County: San Juan County
Month/Year: May 2019
Submitted by: Frances Robertson
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vicechair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):
There have been no changes to membership or leadership this month. The MRC has interviewed
candidates and made recommendations to Council, new members and membership renewals are
planned for June.
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from
past month such as number of participants or highlights):







The monthly MRC meeting was dedicated to salmon recovery efforts as the MRC took part in
SFBRD grant presentations and site visits in their role as the Citizens Advisory Group. These took
place on May 1st and 2nd.
Frances Robertson attended the MRC lead staff meeting in Padilla Bay on April 29th .
Phil Green took part in the NWSC kelp workshop in Port Townsend on April 18th.
The MRC took part in the Anacortes Boat Show (May 16-19) to help with boater education
efforts as part of Be Whale Wise and also to promote the whale warning flag, Volunteers from
Whatcom and Skagit also helped.
MRC Vice-Chair, Christina Koons attended Puget Sound Day on the hill in Washington DC.
A community meeting (May 8) and webinar (May 15) were held to share the results of the Oil
Spill Consequences Assessment and ERTV Cost Evaluation reports.

Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):
The MRC submitted applications to the NWSF Opportunity Fund for both a fellowship and for the
innovation fund.
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project, any new projects identified, project
activities):
SRKW Recovery:
Whale Warning Flag: The WWF interim report was finalized and submitted to the Marine Mammal
Commission. The report was also made available to the Northwest Straits Foundation. In addition the
County now have two sizes of flags available and will be making these available to purchase on line
through the County website. In the meantime please contact the San Juan MRC for flags. The education
and outreach component of the project will continue through the winter and spring of 2019 in
coordination with our boater education efforts as part of the Be Whale Wise Team. We are still hoping
to present the flag program to the NW Indian Fisheries Commission.
Boater Education: In addition to the Whale Warning Flag the MRC has continued to participate in
education and outreach surrounding best boating practices in the vicinity of whales. The MRC continues
to engage with the core Be Whale Wise team members as efforts progress to update the current
education material with new regulations and guidelines (both for WA waters and BC waters). We
organized the Be Whale Wise booth space at the Anacortes Boat Show May 16-19, and the MRC, along
1

with Whatcom and Skagit MRC members and Salish Sea Setweard volunteers and Soundwatch
volunteered to share information on best boating practices, the new regulations and the whale warning
flag with members of the public. Representative Lekanoff attended the boat show to show her support
for our efforts with Be Whale Wise and the Whale Warning Flag and Lead staff Frances Robertson
accompanied Sen. Lovelett, Komo 4 news and Soundwatch in a meet and greet organized by SRKW
Southern Resident Orca Task Force member and head of the NW Marine Trade Association, George
Harris to talk about the new vessel regulations and the whale warning flag.
We also brought on a dedicated communications and outreach intern for the summer, this was made
possible by funds from the NWSF’s NFWF grant. Hillary Eggers Shedd started with us in mid-May and will
continue to help through to October, she will take on the MRC Facebook page and help with local press
releases, the news blasts and in our outreach efforts to educate boaters about whales, best boating
practices and the whale warning flag.
Plastic Free Salish Sea:
The Plastic Free Salish Sea subcommittee has continued to meet through April in the lead up to the
Talking Trash Community Forum. This event was held in Friday Harbor on April 25th. The event attracted
~40 members of the community. A temporary website has been produced to provide a working platform
for the Plastic Free Salish Sea Campaign as the subcommittee works on the scope and plan for the
planned umbrella site. Please see the site at www.plasticfreesalishsea.org
Marine Stewardship Area Plan Review:
The subcommittee continues to work through an initial review of the MSA plan that will allow them, and
the MRC as a whole to work on a wider scope of work to establish what needs to be revised and how
that revision shall be performed, including what resources might be necessary to perform revisions
identified in the review. Once the initial review is complete the subcommittee participants will come
together to determine the next steps in this review.
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, advisory
actions the MRC is taking, questions to the Commission, etc):
A public meeting and additional webinar occurred to share the results of the oil spill consequences work
that was conducted on behalf of the MRC. The public meeting took place on May 8th in Friday Harbor
and the webinar was held on May 15. Notices of these meetings were to staff of Senator Cantwell,
Senator Murray, and Representative Larsen. The notice also was sent to Representative Lekanof and
Senator Lovelett. Senator Cantwell’s NW Washington Outreach Director Cameron Caldwell contacted
the NTA lead, Marta Green, on May 7th stating that he was not able to attend the community
meeting. He requested an in-person meeting to discuss the issue to be attended by the state-wide
Outreach Director Tommy Bauer, tentatively scheduled in late May.
The MRC web page and facebook page continue to undergo updates.
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Photo 1: Sen. Lovelett, Komo 4 News report Abby Acone, and Lopez Island resident Tim Slattery with the
Whale Warning Flag.

Photo 2. San Juan County MRC members Kendra Smith and Jeff Dyer, and Lead Staff Frances Robertson
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Photo 3. From Left to Right: George Harris (SRKW Task Force Member), Frances Robertson (SJC MRC lead
staff and County Marine Program Coordinator), Taylor Shedd (SoundWatch Director), Representative
Lekanoff, Erin Casellas (Soundwatch Intern).
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Photo 3. San Juan MRC-CAG and TAG members visit the field sites for this year’s salmon recovery projects
in San Juan County.

Photo 4. One of the proposed salmon recovery sites visited during the CAG-TAG project site visits in May.
San Juan Island.
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Photo 5. MRC members Terry Turner and Christina Koons with San Juan County Environmental Recourses
Project Manager, Byron Rot listening to a presentation for a salmon recovery project on Lopez Island.
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MRC Monthly Report
County: Skagit
Month/Year: May /2019
Submitted by: Tracy/Pete
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vicechair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): No Changes.
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from
past month such as number of participants or highlights):
• MRC Meeting Highlights- May 9: Jason Quigley presented on Skagit County’s
NPDES/Stormwater Management Program. Diane and Pete provided an update on the proposal
submitted to the Northwest Straits Foundation for the Boeing stormwater grant. The next MRC
meeting date, time, and place has been changed to June 18th, 1:30pm – 2:30pm at the Skagit
County Administration Building in Mount Vernon. The MRC’s 20th Anniversary Celebration will
take place shortly after the meeting at 3:00pm in the Commissioner’s Hearing Room.
• Salish Sea Stewards Planning Workshop- June 13, 9am to 4pm at Padilla Bay
• Skagit MRC’s 20th Anniversary Celebration – June 18th, 3:00pm at the Skagit County
Administration Building in the Commissioner’s Hearing Room
• Bowman Bay Plant Maintenance Work Party- June 21, 10am-1pm
• Fidalgo Bay Day- August 24, 11am-3pm at the Fidalgo Bay Resort
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):
No Updates.
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project, any new projects identified, project
activities):
• Fidalgo Bay Day: Fidalgo Bay Resort has been reserved for next year’s Fidalgo Bay Day on August 24th,
2019. Past participants with displays have been contacted. Unfortunately, the Shannon Point
Marine Center will not be able to bring their portable aquariums this year.
• Forage Fish Surveys: Surveys continue at our restoration sites and index sites (Similk Bay, Guemes
Channel, and Samish Island). A school group will be visiting Camp Kirby in October and has
expressed interested in science related activities. Pete offered to assist the school group with
conducting a forage fish survey if they are interested. Pete and several other volunteers will also be
working with Island View Elementary School to conduct a forage fish survey at Fidalgo Bay on June
14. It will be the school’s third year participating in forage fish surveys at Fidalgo Bay.
• Kids on the Beach Project: 50 Conway students, with the help of 25 volunteers, performed research
activities at the Fidalgo Bay Resort beach on May 1. And on May 2, 50 La Conner students, with the
help of 25 volunteers, performed research activities at the Lone Tree Point beach. Both schools
participated in the science symposium on May 10 at Padilla Bay. Mira will be preparing a final report
that will be used to help expand the program to other schools next year. The Northwest Straits
Foundation applied for and will likely receive funding from Shell Puget Sound Refinery to help
support and expand the Kids on the Beach program from September 2019-2020.
• Bowman Bay Restoration: Monthly plant maintenance work parties with the Skagit Fisheries
Enhancement Group started May 17 and will continue each month through September 20. Monthly

•

•

•

•

beach seining and forage fish surveys continue. The Friends of Skagit Beaches will be hosting a
volunteer appreciation picnic at Bowman Bay on June 4.
Pinto Abalone Recovery: Surveys have been completed for the season. Paul went out in the field
with the Puget Sound Restoration Fund and WDFW dive crews to set up two new outplant sites in
the western Fidalgo Bay area which were seeded with approximately 1000 abalone of two year
classes. They also installed new underwater camera setups to see what kind of predators are
interested in the abalone. So far they have observed a lot of interest from kelp greenling, but no
smoking guns. They are looking into installing some bait traps with abalone to see what kind of
predators they attract.
Olympia Oyster Restoration: Sampling season is starting up again. Paul retrieved two of the 20
cultch bags in Fidalgo Bay to monitor. So far the results indicate there was low to moderately low
native oyster settlement last year. Volunteers will collect the rest of the cultch bags to monitor
oyster settlement in Fidalgo Bay soon and will deploy 20 new cultch bags that will be monitored next
year. Paul gave a presentation on the Olympia Oyster Restoration and Pinto Abalone Restoration
projects as part of the Salish Sea Stewards training program. Paul went out with Whatcom MRC to
help with their native oyster restoration project in Chuckanut Bay. So far it looks like the Olympia
oysters have had good recruitment and survival rates.
Kayak Kelp Surveys: Surveys will likely start up again in June. Several new Salish Sea Stewards
have expressed interest in participating in the kelp surveys this year. The new volunteers will be
connected with more experienced volunteers to learn the monitoring protocols.
Salish Sea Stewards: 22 volunteers completed the 2019 Salish Sea Stewards training and graduated
on May 21. A Volunteer Program Fair was held during the culminating class to give the new Salish
Sea Stewards a chance to sign up for different volunteer opportunities. Many of the new volunteers
have already started volunteering. The graduating class was asked to complete an evaluation of the
Salish Sea Stewards training program. The results of the evaluation will be compiled into the final
report and will be taken into consideration for developing next year’s training program. The Salish
Sea Stewards Planning Workshop will be held June 13 at Padilla Bay from 9am to 4pm. Salish Sea
Stewards volunteers, volunteer program coordinators from various organizations, Skagit MRC
members, and NWSI staff will all be invited to attend the workshop. Joan worked with the Salish Sea
Stewards Planning Committee to draft the agenda for the workshop and develop the Volunteer
Needs Assessment Survey questions that went out to all of the volunteers through Survey Monkey.
The Friends of Skagit Beaches will be hosting a volunteer appreciation picnic on June 4 at Bowman
Bay.

Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, advisory
actions the MRC is taking, questions to the Commission, etc)
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info):

Salish Sea Stewards Class of 2019

MRC Monthly Report
County: Snohomish
Month/Year: May 2019
Submitted by: Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to
chair/vice-chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): None.
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events
from past month such as number of participants or highlights):
Elisa Dawson and MRC Members Tom Doerge, Traci Sanderson, and Cathy Stanley attended a
tour of the Picnic Point Wastewater Treatment Plant on April 19. The Picnic Point Wastewater
Treatment employees discussed the role wastewater treatment plants play in marine water
quality.
Elisa Dawson and Susan Tarpley
tabled at the Earth Day Celebration
at the Snohomish County Campus
on April 23. Approximately 50
people visited the MyCoast booth.

Tom Doerge and Mike Ehlebracht tabled at
the Earth Day celebration at the UW Bothell
Campus on April 24th. Approximately 40
people visited the MyCoast booth.

Kathleen Pozarycki, Elisa Dawson, Sarah Brown attended a MyCoast App Marketing Campaign
Project update conference call on April 25th. EnviroIssues Inc. is the consultant working on the
MyCoast App Marketing Campaign Project, and their staff shared updated graphics with the
MyCoast team.

Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson attended the MRC Lead Staff meeting on April 29th at
Padilla Bay. Staff discussed the upcoming 2019-2020 grant applications, and other MRC
business.
Elisa Dawson, Kathleen Pozarycki, Bob Hillmann, Paul Clampitt, and Laura Gurley attended a
Crabber Ed Subcommittee meeting on May 8th to discuss the upcoming crab season. Chrys
Bertolotto from WSU Extension Snohomish County called into the meeting to coordinate WSU
crabber education efforts with the Snohomish MRC. The team created a draft plan for 2019,
which will be finalized after crabber opening day is set by the Washington Department of Fish
and Wildlife.
Elisa Dawson, Tom Doerge, and Traci Sanderson met for a Kelp Subcommittee meeting on May
9th to discuss the 2019 kelp monitoring season. The team is working to finalize dates and
logistics for kayak surveys, as well as plans for a boat survey of Hat Island.
Elisa Dawson took the monthly forage fish index sample on May 14th at Howarth Park. The
sample was processed using the blue vortex method and will be delivered to WDFW.
Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson attended a call on the MyCoast app on May 15th. The call
brought together the different partners who are participating with the MyCoast app, including
Blue Urchin LLC, Washington Department of Natural Resources, Washington Sea Grant, and the
Northwest Straits Initiative. The group discussed some potential changes and upgrades to the
app and website in preparation for a summer marketing campaign being put on my Snohomish
County.
Tom Doerge attended a conference call on motorized boat surveys for kelp on May 15th.
Northwest Straits Commission staff Dana Oster conducted the conference call for all the MRC
kelp survey teams to discuss, the use of motorized boats to complement kayak surveys, and
quantifying kelp beds using a “linear extent” method versus the traditional perimeter mapping
method. These two approaches to kelp surveying can be used singly or in tandem and are
probably best suited for counties with numerous kelp beds and extensive shorelines. Protocol
modifications were discussed and will be sent out to all MRC kelp teams.
The MRC had their monthly meeting on May 15th. MRC Staff Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa
Dawson were in attendance. MRC Members Tom Doerge, Laura Gurley, Debbie Hopkins, Traci
Sanderson, Sarah Brown, Craig Wollam, Mike Ehlebracht Franchesca and Paul Clampitt were at
the meeting. MRC Members Susan Tarpley, Cathy Stanley, and Bob Hillmann were unable to
attend. The MRC has a presentation from Snohomish Conversation District Staff Cindy
Dittbrenner on a recent report she’s completed on groundwater and sea level rise. Additionally
the MRC discussed the MyCoast Marketing Plan, the MRC 2019-2020 Grant application, and
approved an application for the MRC opportunity Fund grant. The meeting ended with updates
from the subcommittees as well as general announcements.
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):

No updates at this time
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified):
Nearshore Beach Restoration Project: The MRC is working on analyzing nearshore restoration
project data from before and after the restoration. MRC staff provided information to Jamey
Selleck, who is interested in writing an article on the project.
Nearshore Restoration Estuary and Salmon Recovery Program (ESRP) Learning Grant and
Forage Fish Monitoring: MRC staff and members will assist UW in field work for the ESRP Grant
June 13, 14, and 18-20th as part of the annual monitoring work.
MRC Grant 2018-2019 MyCoast Communications Plan: A final draft of the MyCoast Marketing
and Communications graphics were developed by EnviroIssues Inc. was completed in early
May. The below graphics will be used in the A/B testing phase this summer.

Crabber Education: The Snohomish MRC is coordinating crabber education supplies with WSU
Extension Snohomish County and the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife. The team
has requested 1200 educational packets and gauges. The MRC will lead crabber education at
the 10th street boat launch and the Edmonds pier around opening day. WSU Extension will lead
crabber education at Kayak Point Boat Launch and Pier for 2019.
Kelp Project: Elisa Dawson, Tom Doerge, and Traci Sanderson are working on finalizing the kelp
monitoring plan for 2019. The team plans to survey Meadowdale, Mukilteo, and Edmonds in
July and August. Hat Island will be done by motor boat once in August.
Upcoming Events:
UW Estuary Salmon Recovery Program (ESRP) Monitoring at Snohomish County Beach
Locations June 13, 14, and 18-20th.
Crabber Education Training hosted by WSU Snohomish County Saturday June 22nd.
MRC Meeting is June 19th at 6:30PM at the Snohomish County Offices. 3000 Rockefeller Ave.
Everett WA 98201. Admin East building in room 6A02.
Forage Fish spawning training June 24th at Padilla Bay.
Northwest Straits Commission meeting at the Snohomish County campus, June 28th.

MRC Monthly Report
County: Whatcom
Month/Year: May 2019
Submitted by: Austin Rose
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vicechair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from
past month such as number of participants or highlights):
•
•

•
•

On May 30, MRC Chair Eleanor Hines, and Dana Oster will provide a presentation as part of the
WWU – Huxley Speaker Series focusing on the NWSI and the Whatcom MRC kelp monitoring
work.
Todd Sandell, PhD., Senior Forage Fish Biologist, Puget Sound Marine Fish Science Unit will be
the guest speaker at the June MRC meeting. Todd will provide an overview of the “big 3” forage
fish and they importance to the current trends in Pacific herring, and the latest news on Cherry
Point herring and their recovery challenges.
Darcy Bird, Oil Spill Preparedness Planner with Ecology’s Spill Program will be the guest speaker
at the August 1 MRC meeting. Darcy will provide an update on the North Puget Sound
Geographic Response Plan Update.
The MRC will not be meeting in July due to the July 4 holiday.

Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):
n/a
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project, any new projects identified, project
activities):
•

Eleanor Hines provided a forage fish bulk sediment survey lesson to a BTC Fisheries and
Aquaculture class. The lesson took place just north of were the MRC usually surveys at Little
Squalicum beach in Bellingham. The class walked through the protocols on how to obtain the
sediment grab from the beach, processed the samples using the blue bowl technique, and
assessed presence of eggs in the processed samples. 205 eggs were found. WDFW was notified
of the number of eggs found at that specific location.

•

There is an extensive amount of garbage that has accumulated on the shoreline of Drayton
Harbor between California and Dakota Creek. The garbage includes: construction materials
(linoleum floor scraps, shingle scraps, caulking materials, etc.), metals, plastic, tires (that extend
into the tidelands), and creosote logs. Much of this trash is on private property. MRC Staff met
with DNR staff who will assist with the cleanup and disposal in July/August. MRC staff is
developing a right of entry to obtain permission to work on private properties along the
shoreline. MRC members and community volunteers will go door-to-door to obtain physical
signatures on the right of entry to allow DNR to access properties.

•

Dr. Paul Dinnel visited the MRC’s Olympia oyster test plots in N. Chuckanut Bay and provided
suggestions on the monitoring that should occur over the next couple of years. Dr. Dinnel also
reviewed the MRC’s draft monitoring plan and provided edits and suggestions.

•

12 BTC students assisted 5 MRC members with a year one (post deployment of seeded cultch)
population count at the Olympia oyster test plots. Students collected data on number of spat
shell, number of LIVE Olympia oysters, number of dead Olympia oysters, LIVE Olympia oyster
size, and any additional observations.

Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, advisory
actions the MRC is taking, questions to the Commission, etc):
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info):

Photos above: Eleanor Hines providing forage fish survey lesson to Bellingham Technical College
students. Photo by: Austin Rose
Photo left: Site visit to Oly oyster plots in N. Chuckanut Bay with Dr.
Paul Dinnel. Photo by: Austin Rose

Photo left: BTC students assessing quadrat for Oly oyster presence and
size. Photo by: Austin Rose

Commission staff highlights – May 2019
Annual Report – the 2018 Northwest Straits Initiative’s Annual Report is complete. Read more here: http://bit.ly/2JT6IIm
MRC Grants – Following the passing of the state budget, which includes $910,000 for MRCs over the two year biennium,
Commission staff conducted conference call meetings with each MRC staff to discuss the upcoming grant proposals. An
updated Request for Proposals was sent by Commission staff to MRCs on May 9 based on the new funding. The
agreements will be written for a two-year period with a streamlined proposal process next spring for the second year of
projects. Commission staff worked with Ecology staff to create and test the online application form, which is now open for
proposals and will close on June 7. The 2018-19 grants that are currently underway are in the final quarter for spending
current state funds. Commission staff is working with MRC staff to ensure those funds are fully expended. Any questions
related to the current or upcoming grants can be directed to Sasha (360-428-1084 or horst@nwstraits.org).
Kelp –.Commission staff hosted a webinar on May 6 where volunteer Richard Austin demonstrated the online KoBoToolbox
webform to streamline data ingestion for kelp surveys. There are MRC volunteers currently beta testing the system. To
watch the demo visit: https://vimeo.com/user862642/review/334546598/7174906d14. If you are interested in joining the beta
testing team, please contact Dana. Interested MRC members participated in a call on May 15 about motorized boat kelp
surveys. This call was to coordinate methods for volunteers to survey linear extent of kelp along their county shorelines to
supplement kayak-based perimeter measurements. There is a kelp management workshop scheduled for June 13 in
Olympia as part of the Puget Sound kelp conservation and recovery plan effort being led by the NW Straits.
Forage Fish – There is a forage fish spawning survey training scheduled at Padilla Bay for Monday, June 24 from 9:00 am to
4:00 pm. There are 16 spaces, with priority given to MRC members or volunteers for MRC sites who have not taken the
training. The training is also open to those interested in a refresher. If interested, please contact Dana
(oster@nwstraits.org) to sign up.
Strategic planning – Lucas is working with Commission, MRC and Foundation staff to create an operations plan to
complete the strategic planning process. The goal is to have the full draft strategic plan ready for review by the
Commission in June.
MyCoast – Sasha and Nicole are participating with the Snohomish MRC marketing plan development, which will result in a
toolbox for other MRCs to use if interested in promoting MyCoast in their counties. Sasha worked with a community
organization in Pacific County to add an outer coast site to one of the app reporting tools. Data collected from that site will
be shared with Dept of Ecology as they hope to map changes in the shoreline, the dynamic revetment and sand levels
along the revetment over time.
Meeting attendance
• Dana attended: Whatcom MRC meeting 5/2, Kids on the beach 5/2, Salish Sea Stewards 5/7, Kids on the Beach
Science Symposium 5/10, Digging for Dinner 5/10, PSEMP Forage Fish and Marine Birds Workgroup 5/16

Commission staff highlights – May 2019
•
•
•

Nicole attended: Kids on the Beach 5/1, Whatcom MRC meeting on 5/2, Digging for Dinner 5/10, MyCoast advisory
team 5/15, Salish Sea Stewards graduation 5/21
Lucas: Puget Sound Day on the Hill in DC 5/13-5/17, presented at Puget Sound Partnership all staff meeting 5/6,
attended Ecosystem Coordination Board meeting 5/29.
Sasha attended: MRC staff meeting 4/29, Action Agenda Tracker Training webinar 5/3, Kids on the Beach 5/2, Kids
on the Beach Science Symposium 5/10, MyCoast advisory team 5/15, Salish Sea Stewards graduation 5/21

