
 
agenda 

 
 

Meeting:  Northwest Straits Commission 
Location:  WebEx Conference Call 
Date:  July 26, 2019 
Time:  10:00 AM to 12:00 PM 
 
To join the WebEx meeting, click here. Enter your name and email address and click “Join.” 
For audio conference, dial: +1-415-655-0001 or +1-855-929-3239 access code: 802 161 908 

 
10:00-10:10   Welcome and introductions 

Approval of June minutes 
Alan Clark, Chair 

10:10-10:20 NWSC committee reports 
Executive Committee 
External Relations Committee 
Science Advisory Committee 

 
Elsa Schwartz 
Tom Cowan 
Ron Thom 

10:20-11:00 MRC reports MRC Representatives 

11:00-11:20 Business items 
Kelp update (Dana)  
Olympia oyster call (Dana)  
Hollings Scholar update (Dana)  
SoundIQ (Nicole) 
Governor Inslee visit (Lucas) 
MRC Conference update (Nicole, Sasha) 
SSEC (Lucas, Nicole)  

Staff  

11:20-11:30 MRC grant proposals–review and approval  All  

11:30-11:35 NWS Foundation update NWS Foundation  

11:35-11:40 Puget Sound Partnership update Karin Berkholtz, Puget Sound 
Partnership  

11:40-11:45 NWIFC/Tribal update Cecilia Gobin 

11:45-11:55 Round table All  

11:55-12:00 Public comment  All  

 
 

https://watech.webex.com/watech/j.php?MTID=m60b31ecddec42d2164d12ac543840181


 
minutes 

 
 

June 28, 2018 • 10:00am-3:00pm 
Snohomish County Campus Room 1F03, 3000 Rockefeller Ave., Everett, WA 

Northwest Straits Commission meeting  
Attendees: 
Commission Members: Alan Clark (Clallam, Chair), Elsa Schwartz (Island, Vice-Chair), Ron Thom, 
Christina Koons (San Juan), Pete Haase (Skagit), Laura Blackmore (Puget Sound Partnership), Nan 
McKay, Chris Castner, Franchesca Perez (Snohomish) 
Commission Staff: Lucas Hart, Nicole Jordan, Sasha Horst, Dana Oster 
Others in Attendance: Dave Somers (Snohomish County Executive), Barbara Bennett (Island-alternate), 
Don Hunger (Northwest Straits Foundation), Caroline Gibson (Northwest Straits Foundation), Kathleen 
Pozarycki (Snohomish MRC staff), Austin Rose (Whatcom MRC staff), Phyllis Bravinder (Skagit MRC 
member), Karin Berkholtz (Puget Sound Partnership alternate), Elisa Dawson (Snohomish MRC staff), 
Anna Toledo (Island MRC staff), Paul Clampitt (Snohomish MRC member), Maddie Beaudry (NOAA 
Hollings scholar), Gwendolyn Hannam (Island MRC member), Laura Gurley (Snohomish MRC member), 
Crystal Schmalz (Whatcom MRC volunteer), Cameron Caldwell (Outreach Director for Office of U.S. 
Senator Maria Cantwell)  
Absent: Jeff Taylor (Jefferson), Tom Cowan, Bob Cecile (Whatcom) 

Welcome and Introductions 

Alan opened the meeting and introduced Cameron Caldwell, NW WA Outreach Director for Office of U.S. 
Senator Maria Cantwell. Cameron confirmed Senator Cantwell’s support for the Northwest Straits 
Initiative.  

The minutes from the May Northwest Straits (NWS) Commission meeting were approved as written.  

Presentations 
Each MRC presented a project for the upcoming year that was submitted in their grant proposal to the 
NWS Commission. The NWS Commission and other attendees provided feedback during a question and 
answer period following each presentation. In addition, there was a presentation from a NOAA Hollings 
Scholar working on a project in collaboration with NOAA and the NWS Commission.  

1. Clallam MRC, Alan Clark – Kelp Monitoring Project 
a. Alan presented on the MRCs kelp monitoring project, which aims to provide the Salish 

Sea International Kelp Alliance with useful spatial trend data. The monitoring efforts are 
expected to continue for at least a decade. The goals are to use the science in support of 
decision-making and to promote environmental stewardship. 

b. The group discussed the importance of the surveys and agreed the recent kelp workshops 
organized by the NWS Commission are very useful. Continued collaboration is important.   

2. San Juan MRC, Christina Koons – San Juan County Marine Stewardship Area Plan Update 
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a. Christina presented on the San Juan MRC’s Marine Stewardship Area Plan which consists 
of six top strategies: reduce toxins entering the food web, foster a stewardship ethic in 
residents and visitors, manage activities to reduce harm to marine habitat and water 
quality, reduce the risk of large oil spills, recover bottomfish species and preserve marine 
access and views.  

b. The group discussed next steps of updating the Marine Stewardship Area Plan and 
potential communication and outreach opportunities throughout the San Juan Islands.   

3. NOAA Hollings scholar, Maddie Beaudry-Local ecological knowledge of kelp in the San Juan 
Islands 

a. Maddie introduced her project to harvest local ecological knowledge on bull kelp to 
illustrate distribution in Puget Sound. Goals of the project include identifying factors 
contributing to bull kelp loss and informing future kelp conservation and recovery planning.  

b. The audience praised Maddie’s efforts and offered to send her potential contacts to 
interview with those familiar with historical kelp beds in the Salish Sea. Those with any 
historical knowledge or a potential contact, should email Maddie at 
madeline.beaudry@noaa.gov.  

4. Island MRC, Gwendolyn Hannam– Community Engagement Through Creosote Identification 
a. Gwendolyn presented on the MRC’s project on identifying creosote debris on private 

property in Island County as a way to engage the community in shoreline protection. The 
MRC intends to use MyCoast, a citizen science application, to increase community 
understanding of the impacts of creosote, how to identify it, and how to report it.  

b. The audience noted that several MRCs are involved in creosote-related projects and 
encouraged MRCs to work together on similar projects to share lessons learned and 
techniques.  

5. Snohomish MRC,  Laura Gurley-Prioritizing Pilings in the Snohomish Estuary  
a. Laura presented on the MRC’s project to identify and prioritize creosote pilings in the 

Snohomish Estuary. The project aims to map the location of the pilings on public land 
through desktop GIS analysis and develop a prioritization process, gather data, and 
prioritize pilings. 

b. The group discussed benefits of having a toolkit for creosote prioritization projects that 
could be used by other MRCs.  

6. Skagit MRC, Pete Haase – Salish Sea Stewards 
a. Pete presented on the Salish Sea Stewards, a program to train volunteers to support 

Skagit MRC and other local marine projects. The program was derived from WSU Beach 
Watchers and began with a pilot season in 2014. Each year the program provides at least 
50 hours of training to volunteers. Volunteers then contribute at least 40 hours each to 
projects in return. 

b. The Commission discussed the value of training volunteers specifically for MRC project 
support and issues in maintaining similar programs, including capacity to administer the 
programs, which differ by county. 

 

mailto:madeline.beaudry@noaa.gov
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7. Whatcom MRC, Crystal Schmalz-North Sound Stewards 

a. Crystal, Whatcom MRC volunteer, presented on Whatcom MRC’s new volunteer training 
program, North Sound Stewards. The program was set up to train volunteers specifically 
in support of MRC and other citizen science projects. The MRC looked at similar 
programs, such as Skagit MRC’s Salish Sea Stewards volunteer training program.   

b. The audience discussed the benefits of the program and how the program differs from 
other volunteer training programs. 

 
Public Comment 
There was no public comment.  

 
Business Items 

• The 2019-2020 NWS Commission budget was approved by consensus. This decision included 
allowing flexibility in the contractual budget line item to accommodate varying options in 
creating a NWS Initiative project database, populating the database and for use on other needs, 
such as communications.  

• The NWS Commission 2020-2024 Strategic Plan and 2020 Operations Plan were approved by 
consensus.   

• The NWS Commission and Foundation Executive Committees held a joint meeting in June where 
they discussed how to better collaborate and coordinate in support of the NWS Initiative. The 
group agreed the joint meetings are essential and should be held regularly.  

• NWS Foundation update: Don Hunger will serve as the Foundation’s new director as of July 1 and 
Caroline Gibson is now the Director of Partnerships for the NWS Foundation. The 2019 MRC 
Opportunity Fund and Boeing Storm water grants were awarded.  

• The 2019 MRC Conference will be held November 15-16 at the Courtyard by Marriott in Everett. 
Ideas for conference topics or presenters can be forwarded to Sasha Horst at 
horst@nwstraits.org. Questions on lodging, registration and logistics can be forwarded to Nicole 
at jordan@nwstraits.org.  

 
 

*The next Commission meeting will be on July 26, 2019 from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM by WebEx 
Conference Call* 

 
 

mailto:horst@nwstraits.org
mailto:jordan@nwstraits.org


Executive Committee description from NWSC handbook 
For Executive Committee review 

5. Committee Structure 
 
To streamline effectiveness the Commission uses a standing Executive committee.  
 
The Executive Committee will be comprised of the Commission Chair, the Commission Vice-Chair, the 
chairs of any other committee, the Director of the Northwest Straits Commission and the Director of the 
Padilla Bay NERR (ex officio). The Executive Committee shall have no fewer than two MRC 
representatives. In the event that the Executive Committee has only one MRC representative, an at-
large MRC representative will be appointed by the chair of the Commission. The committee provides 
advice and guidance to NWSC staff, makes decisions as delegated in the NWSC Rules of Procedure, and 
provides recommendations to the NWSC for further discussion.  

  



MRC Monthly Report 
County: Clallam 
Month/Year: July, 2019  
Submitted by: Helle Andersen 

Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): Kathy Cooper resigned in December, 2018. The position is 
still open. In May the Marine Trade position was changed to an At-Large position.  

Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): The Clallam MRC held their monthly meeting 
July 15th. At the meeting Phil Dionne, WDFW, presented on the forage fish program that Clallam MRC 
has participated in for the last 3 years. Other topics at the meetings included training on the Open Public 
Meeting Act by Elizabeth Stanley, Clallam County Attorney, the MRC Opportunity Fund and Olympia 
oyster restoration, current status of the Jamestown Tribe's shellfish lease in Dungeness Bay, NWSC 
updates, and project updates.  
Participation in other meetings: None 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): Funding was 
awarded to the Clallam MRC’s application to the MRC Opportunity Fund. Chris Burns from Jamestown 
S’Klallam tribe is currently looking to purchase the 850 bags of shells. 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project, any new projects identified, project 
activities): 

Internship Program: The internship program is now in full swing. The two crabber outreach interns have 
been placing educational outreach kits in local stores and, along with Don Hatler, handed them out to 
recreational crabbers at John Wayne and Boat Haven Marina boat ramps. The Olympia oyster 
restoration and green crab intern has been working with Jamestown tribe to conduct green crab surveys 
and a population survey on the large Olympia oyster restoration site. The kelp monitoring intern has 
received the safety training and will be conducting kelp monitoring surveys at freshwater Bay July 18th 
and at Clallam Bay July 19th. 
Forage Fish: sampling was conducted at Cline Spit July 18th and will be conducted at Elwha Beach and 
Ediz Hook July 23rd. 
Pigeon Guillemot: The monitoring efforts of the pigeon guillemot breeding colonies started in the week 
of June 9. Volunteers are surveying 12 sites along the Strait of Juan de Fuca from Miller Peninsula west 
to Freshwater Bay. 
Shellfish Biotoxin: Bob Vreeland and Coleman continued the sampling every other week in July. 

Olympia Oyster Restoration: Ed Bowlby, Lyn Muench and Ali Baccus (the summer intern) joined 
Jamestown S’Klallam shellfish biologist and crew to help out with the annual population survey at the 
large restoration site.  

Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, advisory 
actions the MRC is taking, questions to the Commission, etc): None 
Photos: None 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Island 
Month/Year: July 2019 
Submitted by: Anna Toledo 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): None. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 
Past Meetings/Events: 

- July 2 MRC meeting: Presentation on 2018 eelgrass survey, discussion of opportunities for 
membership engagement 

- July 6: Crabber outreach at Coupeville and Camano boat launches 
 
Upcoming Meetings/Events: 

- August 3: Participate in Family Outdoor Discovery Day hosted by Sound Water Stewards and WA 
State Parks. 

- August 6 MRC meeting: discussions on creosote identification and removal, forage fish outreach, 
and collaborative projects 

- September 14, 1-2pm: “Discover Our Island Shores” film screening at Coupeville Library 
- September 28, 2-3pm: “Discover Our Island Shores” film screening at Oak Harbor Library 
- September 21 & 28: Sea Level Rise forum (times and locations TBD) 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
Newly awarded: 
Opportunity Fund: Communications plan - $9,350. Community Engagement through Great Northwest 
Glass Quest - $650 
Boeing Stormwater Grant: Rain Garden Demonstration Sites - $5,000 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project, any new projects identified, project 
activities): 
 
Forage Fish: The nine newly trained forage fish volunteers on Whidbey met to discuss site locations, 
surveying logistics, equipment needs, and outreach opportunities. The volunteers are excited to start 
collecting samples!  
 
Eelgrass: Gregg Ridder presented on the 2018 eelgrass data at the July 2 MRC meeting. The Cornet Bay 
site, which had been showing a slow, but steady decline in eelgrass for several years, showed a leveling 
off in 2018-2019. 
 
Bull Kelp:  Volunteers are monitoring three sites: Possession Point, Ebey’s Landing, and Polnell Point. A 
volunteer recently attended a survey to take photos to add to the MRC website and outreach materials.  
 
Outreach:  



- Crabber outreach: We conducted crabber outreach at the Captain Coupe boat launch in 
Coupeville and the Camano Island State Park boat launch. Five volunteers on Camano and four 
volunteers and one staff on Whidbey interacted with 87 crabbers.  

- Movie screenings: We have scheduled screenings of “Discover Our Island Shores” at two Sno-Isle 
Libraries: September 14 at the Coupeville Library and September 28 at the Oak Harbor Library. 

- Forums: We are planning a forum on sea level rise for September 21 and 28 (one forum on 
Whidbey; one on Camano). We are partnering with Washington Sea Grant to plan and 
implement the forums. 

- Governor’s visit: Governor Jay Inslee visited Cornet Bay on July 17. Several project partners and 
MRC volunteers attended. The Governor was engaged and asked lots of great questions. He was 
impressed by and appreciative of all the volunteer work that’s gone into this project. This is the 
article about the visit from the Governor’s office: https://medium.com/wagovernor/salmon-
and-recovery-efforts-grow-through-natural-shorelines-restoration-land-based-whale-watching-
b417f18f14fa. 

 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, advisory 
actions the MRC is taking, questions to the Commission, etc): None. 
 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Left: Carol Swain explains the importance of rot cord to a crabber. Photo credit: Scott Chase. 
Right: Deborah Stilwell, Kelly Zupich, Vance Willsey, and Anna Toledo show off crabber education 
materials. Photo credit: Jack Buchard. 
 
 
 
 

https://medium.com/wagovernor/salmon-and-recovery-efforts-grow-through-natural-shorelines-restoration-land-based-whale-watching-b417f18f14fa
https://medium.com/wagovernor/salmon-and-recovery-efforts-grow-through-natural-shorelines-restoration-land-based-whale-watching-b417f18f14fa
https://medium.com/wagovernor/salmon-and-recovery-efforts-grow-through-natural-shorelines-restoration-land-based-whale-watching-b417f18f14fa


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dawn Spilsbury Pucci and Kes Tautvydas explain juvenile salmon trends at Cornet Bay to Governor Jay 
Inslee and his grandson. Photo credit: Anna Toledo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ruth Richards demonstrates a forage fish survey to Governor Jay Inslee and his grandson. Photo credit: 
Anna Toledo 



JCMRC Monthly Report 
 
County:   Jefferson 
Month/Year:   July 2019    
Submitted by:  Cheryl Lowe 
 
Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to 
chair/vice-chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  

• Shannon Davis resigned (family & health-related reasons). 
• Anna Bachmann resigned (new job in Seattle).  

 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events 
from past month such as number of participants or highlights):   
 
Past Meetings & Events:   

• July MRC monthly meeting was cancelled.  
• Crabbing 101 workshops (June 23 and June 26)--see below for info not included in June 

monthly report. 
• Shellfish Aquaculture Educational Forum (June 28) --see below for info not included in 

June monthly report.  
 

Upcoming Meetings/Events:   
• July 23 - Exec Committee scheduled 
• July 27 – kelp survey 
• Aug 1-2 – Olympia oyster monitoring in Quilcene and Discovery Bays 
• Aug 18 – Now planning a guided kelp beach walk sponsored by Jefferson MRC 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  N.A. 

 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing projects or any new projects identified): 

1. Monitoring:  
a) Fort Townsend: no new info. 
b) Forage Fish Index Site (Adelma Beach):  no new info.  
c) Kelp:  June 29—first bull kelp survey completed, with Jeff Taylor, Judy D’Amore, Emily 
Bishop and Greg Brotherton. Second bull kelp survey is scheduled for July 27th.  

2. Rain Gardens:  nothing new to report.  
3. Education & Outreach:  Crabbing 101 workshops in late June were well received. PR 

effort in June included press releases, on-line newsletter notices, rack cards at retail 
outlets and inserts in crab pots. Jackie Gardner is MRC project lead for this and the 
overall Catch More Crab campaign.  

a. June 23:  24 people attended (36 registered, 3 walk-ins and 17 no-shows) and 10 
filled out evaluation forms.  



b. June 26:  35 people attended (35 registered, 4 walk-in and 4 no-shows). 24 
people filled out surveys (more reminders done before presentations). 
Representative from NOAA attended and wrote a brief article for their website 
(https://response.restoration.noaa.gov/catch-more-crabs-lose-less-pots-
crabbing-outreach-workshop ) 

 
Shellfish Aquaculture Educational Forum (June 28). Well attended, with 76 attendees, 8 
speakers and 2 staff attending (85 registered, 8 walk-ins and 17 no-shows). The final 
selection of speakers created some controversy within the MRC. We are still compiling 
notes, but overall, we felt it was a good start. People were respectful and asked some 
really good questions. The MRC is planning to write up a summary report to share with 
the BOCC and the NWSC.  
 
MRC member Ashley Mackenzie is working on details for an MRC-sponsored, guided 
kelp-on-the-beach tour for August. 

 
4. Olympia Oyster:  Work continues on renewing our agency permits for another 5 years of 

monitoring for the Discovery Bay Powerline site. Permit status report: 
a. DNR Right of Entry: DNR has combined the two sites in Discovery Bay into one 

ROE permit, amending the 2018 Lagoon site permit to include the Powerline site 
as well. Other permitting agencies are still treating them separately.  

b. WDFW HPA permit submitted and approved.  
c. Jefferson County Shoreline Exemption application submitted and approved.  
d. US Army Corps of Engineers has requested an updated eelgrass boundary survey 

for the Powerline site. On July 2, 2019, 2 volunteers (one of whom was a new 
MRC volunteer) and MRC coordinator conducted an eelgrass boundary survey 
(GPS & photo info). Data now being entered to create a map and report.   

 
Annual monitoring for both Quilcene and Discovery Bay sites is scheduled for August 1 & 
2.  We are continuing to stay in touch with PSRF about their initial studies of Quilcene 
Bay shorelines areas for Olympia oyster. 

 
5. Voluntary No Anchor Zones:  On July 14th the project team reattached one of the buoys 

in the PT waterfront no-anchor zone after a sailboat got tangled in it.  The boat owners 
dropped the detached buoy off at the Port office for the MRC to retrieve and reinstall.  
On July 20th, the team is planning to do maintenance/remove fouling (macro-algae, etc) 
from the Port Hadlock buoys.  
 

Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, 
advisory actions the MRC is taking, questions to the Commission, etc): 
 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects):   
see next page. 
 



Photos from Crabber Outreach and Shellfish Forum   
 
Shellfish Forum Speakers’ Panel.  Photo by Cheryl Lowe. 

 
 
Troy McKelvey showing how to rig a crab pot. Photo by Nir Barnea. 

 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: San Juan County  
Month/Year: July 2019 
Submitted by: Frances Robertson  
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): 
There were no changes this month, the MRC membership is at its capacity.  
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 

• The MRC meeting was held on Wednesday July 10th due to the normal meeting time falling on 
July 4th.  

• MRC members and staff will be attending public meetings on proposed whale sanctuary sites 
July 21-23rd.  

• During the lasts week of June the MRC hosted screenings of the new Patagonia film “Artifishal” 
on Orcas, Lopez and San Juan Island. These collectively attracted around 150 members of the 
community.  

• San Juan MRC Vice-Chair, Christina Koons attended and presented at the June 28th NWSC 
meeting. 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 
No new funding updates to report.  
 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project, any new projects identified, project 
activities): 
 
SRKW: The MRC has engaged the greatest effort in their SRKW efforts this month. Dock-talks were 
completed through June, there are some additional efforts with the help of the local youth conservation 
corps occurring through July and August. Members of the MRC participated in the local San Juan Island 
Fourth of July parade with groups dedicated to SRKW recovery under the message ‘Protect what you 
love”, members of this group, carrying fins of the SRKW also carried the whale warning flag.   
 
The pre-season survey effort closed on July 15th, 161 surveys were completed over a period of 5 weeks.  
These data will be added to the whale warning flag survey database. The post-season survey will be 
pushed out in mid-September and is due to run until mid-October.  
 
During June, the MRC also hosted screenings of the new documentary Artifishal as part of Orca Action 
Motion. The screenings on Orcas, Lopez and San Juan Islands attracted nearly 150 members of the 
community. The screenings also allowed for discussion, led by MRC member and County Environmental 
Resources Manager, Kendra Smith.   
 
All efforts related to the MRC’s SRKW outreach work have been assisted by a dedicated communications 
intern.   



 
PFSS: This month the PFSS team is working with a design team to develop the PFSS campaign brand and 
website design. This will involve a series of meetings with the group to help guide the designers as to 
how the PFSS concept will be developed. This is the final core task for this project and represents the 
first step of two in the development of the overall PFSS website and related toolkit. In addition we have 
been invited to present on the project in February 2020 at the next Sound Waters University.  
 
MSA Plan Review: The MSA Plan review subcommittee are meeting this month to discuss where the 
MRC are with the review and what is remaining to be done before progressing onto the update task of 
this project (scheduled to begin during the 2020 grant year). The MRC were successful in their 
application for an intern to assist with this effort through the Northwest Strait Foundation’s opportunity 
fund and in addition to finalizing the review will be drafting a work-plan for the intern.  
 
 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, advisory 
actions the MRC is taking, questions to the Commission, etc): 
 

• The Whale Sanctuary Project is holding community meetings in Island and San Juan County. If 
anyone would like further insights into the group’s proposals please contact San Juan County 
MRC Staff Frances Robertson.  

• New Be Whale Wise material will be available soon –the updated leaflets have been sent to 
print this week.  

 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): 

 
Photo 1: Whale Warning Flag and Be Whale Wise outreach efforts at the Port of Friday Harbor 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Skagit 
Month/Year: July /2019 
Submitted by: Tracy/Pete 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): No changes. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 

• MRC Meeting Highlights- July 11:  Darcy Bird shared an update of the Department of Ecology’s 
North Central Puget Sound Geographic Response Plan.  

• Fidalgo Bay Day: The event will be held August 24, 11am-3pm at the Fidalgo Bay Resort.  Skagit MRC 
is currently seeking volunteers to help with a wide variety of tasks and activities for this event.   

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  
No updates. 

 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project, any new projects identified, project 
activities): 

• Forage Fish Surveys: Bi-monthly surveys continue at the Bowman Bay, NW March’s Point, and 
Kukatali Preserve restoration sites, and the three index sites (Similk Bay, Guemes Channel at Ship 
Harbor, and Samish Island).  The forage fish survey crews also make it a point to clean up any trash 
they find on the beach while they are out there doing the surveys. Two new Salish Sea Stewards 
volunteers have been helping with the surveys.  The forage fish monitoring team agreed to survey 
the beach along the Guemes Channel trail once a month to look for forage fish spawning activity at 
five different sites at the request of the City of Anacortes Parks Department. 

• Kids on the Beach Project:  This year’s program is now complete. The program details and 
recommendations will be compiled into a final report that will be used to help expand the program 
to other schools next year. It was pretty evident that the program was having a positive impact on 
the students because they were able to take what they learned in the classroom and apply it to the 
field activities they were tasked with on the beach.  Shell Puget Sound Refinery has offered to 
provide $10,000 to support the program next year.  

• Bowman Bay Restoration:  Monthly plant maintenance work parties with the Skagit Fisheries 
Enhancement Group started May 17 and will continue each month through September 20.  The next 
one is scheduled for August 16.  Bi-monthly beach seining and forage fish surveys continue. Intertidal 
monitoring, led by Jason Morgan, took place at Bowman Bay on July 17.  Jason Toft with University of 
Washington was also there conducting large woody debris and beach wrack surveys. 

• Pinto Abalone Recovery:  This year’s field work is now complete.  Paul Dinnel is working with Josh 
Bouma on the final report which will be complete before the end of this grant period.  

• Olympia Oyster Restoration:  Most of the field work for this year has been completed.  Monitoring 
was reduced compared to previous years. The more intensive surveys will now only occur every 3-5 
years. 20 recruitment bags were collected and monitored for oyster settlement and 20 new 
recruitment bags will be distributed in Fidalgo Bay. Preliminary data shows that minor settlement 
occurred last year compared to previous years.  Post larval recruitment has yet to occur on the 
sampling ceramic tiles that are being collected every two weeks, but it’s still early in the season. Paul 



will be working with Puget Sound Restoration Fund and volunteers to get measurements of the seed 
oysters placed at the Weaverling Spit site last fall along with some shell. He’ll also be working with 
Jude Apple to check habitat suitability in the south channels of Padilla Bay for oyster seeding.   

• Kayak Kelp Surveys:  Seven new Salish Sea Steward volunteers expressed interest in helping with the 
kelp surveys this year. A short refresher paddle and protocol review occurred on June 27th at 
Washington Park with volunteers Brad and Dale taking the lead. On July 1st there was a meeting to 
discuss the kelp monitoring program in Skagit County to plan out the summer surveys. A land-based 
GPS training was held on July 16 at Bayview State Park.  The training also covered how to take photos 
and record data correctly on the forms.  Congressman Rick Larsen joined volunteers for the first bull 
kelp monitoring trip of the season on June 30th. Lead volunteers have been assigned to each kelp 
survey site at Coffin Rocks, Shannon Point, and Biz Point.  The lead volunteers are responsible for 
scheduling the surveys and coordinating with the new volunteers who have expressed interest in 
helping with the surveys.  Kelp surveys will take place at Coffin Rocks on July 20th and at Shannon 
Point on July 28th.   

• Salish Sea Stewards:  Salish Sea Stewards have been putting in a lot of volunteer hours this summer!  
We are currently waiting for the report from the Salish Sea Stewards Planning Workshop to be 
finalized to help determine the best option for administering the program in the future. 

• Crabber Outreach:  Three volunteers conducted crabber outreach on the opening day of crabbing 
season on July 4th at the Twin Bridges/Swinomish Channel Boat Launch. They engaged with over 
100 recreational crabbers and handed out 50 measuring devices. 
 

Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, advisory 
actions the MRC is taking, questions to the Commission, etc) 
 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MRC Monthly Report 
County: Snohomish  
Month/Year: July 2019 
Submitted by: Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to 
chair/vice-chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): None. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events 
from past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 
Elisa Dawson attended the forage fish spawning training held by the Washington Department of 
Fish and Wildlife on June 24th at Padilla Bay.  
 
Kathleen Pozarycki, Elisa Dawson, Laura Gurley, Franchesca Perez, Paul Clampitt, Bob Hillmann, 
and Traci Sanderson attended the Northwest Straits Commission meeting at the Snohomish 
County campus, June 28th. Laura Gurley gave the MRC Grant presentation for the Snohomish 
MRC.  
 
Kathleen Pozarycki, Elisa Dawson, Sarah Brown, Tom Doerge, and Susan Tarpley met with City 
of Mukilteo Staff on July 11the to discuss opportunities for collaboration.   
 
The MRC had their monthly meeting on July 17th. MRC Staff Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa 
Dawson were in attendance. MRC Members Tom Doerge, Sarah Brown, Craig Wollam, Mike 
Ehlebracht, Franchesca Perez, Paul Clampitt, Susan Tarpley, and Bob Hillmann were all in 
attendance. MRC members Traci Sanderson, Debbie Hopkins, Cathy Stanley, and Laura Gurley 
were unable to attend the meeting. The MRC had a presentation from Washington Department 
of Wildlife Staff, Mariko Langness, on the Mussel Watch program.  Additionally the MRC 
discussed the North Sound Geographic Response Plans, the MyCoast Marketing Plan and 
materials, and the opportunity to have an Orca Presentation for Orca Recovery Day in October 
2019. The meeting ended with updates from the subcommittees as well as general 
announcements.   
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
No updates at this time.  
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 
Nearshore Beach Restoration Project: Bob Hillmann and Kathleen Pozarycki are working with 
the Northwest Straits Foundation to develop the Scope of Work (SOW) and contract with 
Anchor QEA to conduct a feasibility study of the replacement of the culvert at Howarth Park. 
This project is being funded by the Northwest Straits Foundation through an Opportunity Fund 
Grant.  
 
Nearshore Restoration Estuary and Salmon Recovery Program (ESRP) Learning Grant and 
Forage Fish Monitoring: Forage fish monitoring dates have been scheduled for the 2019-2020 
season and are listed below. Elisa is working on completing the SOW for forage fish analysis by 
a consultant using the NWSF Opportunity Fund Grant.  



 
2019-2020 forage fish dates: 
• September 17th, 2019 (September 19th held as back up date). 
• October 10th, 2019 (October 14th held as back up date). 
• November 7th, 2019 (November 25th held as back up date). 
• December 18th, 2019 (December 19th held as back up date). 
• January 15th, 2020 (January 30th held as back up date). 
• February 25th, 2020 (February 26th held as back up date). 
 
MRC Grant 2018-2019 MyCoast Communications Plan: The A/B testing phase of the marketing 
campaign has been completed and the preferred marketing materials have been selected and 
will continue to run throughout the summer. Rack cards and posters for the marketing 
campaign were finalized on June 21, 2019 and 4,000 were distributed to nearly 20 organizations 
in Snohomish County, including Washington State Ferries. MRC members also took materials to 
distribute throughout the county. The consultant has developed a draft Partner Toolkit, 
submitted on June 26, to amplify app awareness by leveraging the Snohomish County MRC’s 
partner network. The draft partner toolkit included digital collateral and draft content for use 
by partner agencies.  MRC members and staff have reviewed the partner toolkit, and are 
waiting feedback from the other MyCoast partner agencies. The MRC will complete the toolkit 
this summer and distribute to the other MRCs and partners.   
 
Crabber Education: Bob Hillmann, Paul Clampitt, and Laura Gurley participated in crabber 
outreach on July 4th and 6th at the 10th street boat launch. Altogether they spoke with 
approximately 550 crabbers. Susan has been doing outreach on crabber education at the 
Edmonds pier. WSU Extension conducted crabber education at Kayak Point Boat Launch and 
Pier on July 4th and 6th as well.  

 
 



Kelp Project: Elisa Dawson, Tom Doerge, and Traci Sanderson surveyed Meadowdale, Mukilteo, 
and Edmonds on July 1-3. Data from the July surveying has been submitted to the Northwest 
Straits Commission. The August survey dates are scheduled for August 1-3. Hat Island will be 
surveyed by motor boat in partnership with the Tulalip Tribes once in August, which is planned 
for August 12 with back up days set for August 13 or 14.  

 
 
Discover the Salish Sea Film:  At the July 11th meeting with City of Mukilteo staff, Susan 
suggested partnering with the City of Mukilteo to reach all Mukilteo Schools with the video. City 
staff also suggested reaching out to Senior Centers with the video.  
 
Upcoming Events: 
MRC Kelp Monitoring for Mukilteo, Edmonds, and Meadowdale will be August 1-3rd.  
 
The August MRC meeting is cancelled and instead the MRC will host their annual summer picnic 
on August 21st. 
 
MRC Annual Boards and Commission Appreciation Event August 26th at the Evergreen State 
Fair.  



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Whatcom 
Month/Year: July 2019 
Submitted by: Austin Rose 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): 
 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 

• Darcy Bird, Oil Spill Preparedness Planner with Ecology’s Spill Program will be the guest speaker 
at the August 1 MRC meeting.  Darcy will provide an update on the North Puget Sound 
Geographic Response Plan Update. 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
  
The MRC was awarded $6099.00 from the Northwest Straits Foundation Opportunity Fund to conduct 
remote beach clean ups on Lummi Island and Sucia Island (which will occur in partnership with the 
Northwest Straits Surfrider Foundation and the San Juan MRC).  The MRC will be partnering with the 
Lummi Island Hertiage Trust to conduct a beach cleanup on the SW portion of Lummi Island including 
Lummi Rocks.  Volunteers will reach the island via charter boat. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project, any new projects identified, project 
activities): 
 

• BP will be partnering with the MRC to conduct beach clean ups from Pt. Whitehorn to Neptune 
Beach on Friday, Aug. 2 with help from Alcoa/Intalco, Petrogas, and Philips 66. BP will supply the 
cleanup equipment (gloves, buckets, bags, grabbers, etc.) and is taking the lead on figuring out 
how to dispose of the garbage.  The MRC has shared the announcement through its listserv and 
it is advertised on the MRC website. MRC staff will put an announcement through the County’s 
Facebook page as well as the Nextdoor application which will be sent to the whole County. 
 

• Signatures for right of entry have been obtained to conduct the marine debris cleanup in 
Drayton Harbor between California and Dakota Creek.  DNR has yet to set a date for this work, 
but it will most likely happen in August. 
 

• With funding awarded from the NWSF Opportunity Fund, the MRC will be conducting beach 
cleanups at SW Lummi Island on July 31 in partnership with the Lummi Island Heritage Trust.  A 
cleanup will also occur on Sucia Island in partnership with the San Juan MRC and the NWS 
Surfrider Foundation – this is tentatively scheduled for August 17. 
 

• Public Works staff and MRC staff have been taking bracket water quality samples in Chuckanut 
Creek near the hotpot area for high fecal coliform counts.  Staff have been piloting Coliscan 
testing for these samples.  Coliscan can be done in house with an incubator, and provides a 
quantitative way to identify and differentiate coliforms and E. Coli from other bacteria.  Samples 



were taken in June, and the results were insignificant.  More samples were taken in July and 
another batch will be taken in August.  This samples will be shared with DOH, to show the cost 
effective source tracking technique being used to try to understand what is happening in the 
system. 
 

• A newsletter was sent out to the Chuckanut watershed with information about the water quality 
sampling being conducted by the MRC, along with information on wildlife tracking, rebates for 
small farm improvements and septic system evaluations.  
 

• Kelp Surveys have been scheduled.  The first survey will take place on August 1 at the Aiston 
Preserve on Lummi Island.  
 

• 2019 Whatcom Water Week is scheduled to occur from September 14-22.  The Whatcom MRC 
will have a booth at the culminating event – Bellingham SeaFeast on September 21.  The group 
is discussing other possible events to host or co-host during WaterWeek.   The WaterWeek 
photo contest will occur again this year.  Photos in one of five categoris will be accepted 
between August 1 and September 30. 

 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, advisory 
actions the MRC is taking, questions to the Commission, etc): 
 

• The MRC provided a letter of support for the Whatcom Land Trust’s US Fish & Wildlife Service's 
Coastal Wetlands grant application to acquire 60 acres of estuarine habitat around Drayton 
Harbor – roughly 40 % would be nationally declining wetlands – for restoration, recreation, and 
educational opportunities.  This project would help with ongoing efforts to improve water 
quality in Drayton Harbor and improve salmon habitat. 
 

• Amanda Weiss, the MRC volunteer forage fish intern from Bellingham Technical College (BTC) 
graduated from the Fisheries and Aquaculture program this June and is now working with the 
Skagit River System Cooperative.  Amanda did a fantastic job helping the MRC with the forage 
fish project.  She will be missed.  A new internship call is being developed and will be shared 
with BTC late summer for the internship to start by October 1. 
 

 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): 

 
Amanda Weiss counting forage fish eggs from Little Squalicum Beach 
sediment survey.  Photo credit: Austin Rose 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Commission staff highlights – July 2019  

 
 
MRC Grants – The 2018-19 awards to MRCs are now complete through the third quarter, and April-June payment requests 
and deliverables are being reviewed by Commission and Ecology staff. MRC proposals for the 2019-21 award period have 
all been submitted and reviewed by Commission staff and the Science Advisory Committee, and MRCs have all received 
reviewer comments and any requested revisions are now underway. Any questions related to the current or upcoming 
grants can be directed to Sasha (360-428-1084 or horst@nwstraits.org).  
 
Kelp – The 2019 kelp monitoring season is in full swing. Most MRCs have conducted their late June or early July surveys. 
The online webform (Kobo ToolBox) for data ingestion is live and receiving kelp survey data. The kelp recovery core team 
proposed three kelp focused sessions for the Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference. Maddie Beaudry, the NOAA Hollings 
Scholar, is wrapping up her last 2 weeks of the project at Padilla Bay. She will be giving a presentation of her work on 
Thursday July 25 at 12:00 pm. You can join in person at Padilla Bay, or by webex. For more details contact Dana Oster at 
oster@nwstraits.org.  

Strategic planning – The strategic plan is now posted to the Northwest Straits website at nwstraits.org, in the top upper 
right of the home page.  
 
MRC Conference – The second conference planning committee is July 24 to discuss topics of interest for sessions and 
presentations.  The 2019 MRC Conference will be held November 15-16 at the Courtyard by Marriott in Everett. Ideas for 
conference topics or presenters can be forwarded to Sasha Horst at horst@nwstraits.org. Questions on lodging, 
registration and logistics can be forwarded to Nicole at jordan@nwstraits.org.  
 
Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference – Commission staff prepared and submitted session proposals for the July 12 deadline. 
The Commission is submitting two sessions; Innovative approaches to advance citizen science communications by Nicole 
Jordan and Suzanne Shull and Bridging the border with citizen science by Lucas Hart. Lucas has also offered to present in 
the Puget Sound Partnership Session Local networks generate innovative recovery actions. Dana Oster will be presenting 
in one of three kelp sessions proposed on the Puget Sound Kelp Conservation and Recovery Plan. Lucas is working with a 
group of individuals to scope the possibility of holding a citizen science networking event during the Salish Sea Ecosystem 
Conference.  
 
Meeting attendance  

• Dana attended: Olympia Oyster core team meeting 7/11 , Snohomish MRC meeting July 17 
• Nicole attended: Whatcom MRC meeting June 6, Skagit MRC celebration June 18 and Snohomish MRC meeting 

June 19.  
• Lucas attended Jay Inslee’s visit to the Cornet Bay restoration site on July 17. 

mailto:horst@nwstraits.org
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	7-26-19_DRAFT_NWSCAgenda
	Meeting:  Northwest Straits Commission
	Location:  WebEx Conference Call
	Date:  July 26, 2019

	06-28-19_DRAFT_Minutes
	Attendees:
	Commission Members: Alan Clark (Clallam, Chair), Elsa Schwartz (Island, Vice-Chair), Ron Thom, Christina Koons (San Juan), Pete Haase (Skagit), Laura Blackmore (Puget Sound Partnership), Nan McKay, Chris Castner, Franchesca Perez (Snohomish)
	Commission Staff: Lucas Hart, Nicole Jordan, Sasha Horst, Dana Oster
	Others in Attendance: Dave Somers (Snohomish County Executive), Barbara Bennett (Island-alternate), Don Hunger (Northwest Straits Foundation), Caroline Gibson (Northwest Straits Foundation), Kathleen Pozarycki (Snohomish MRC staff), Austin Rose (Whatc...
	Absent: Jeff Taylor (Jefferson), Tom Cowan, Bob Cecile (Whatcom)
	Welcome and Introductions
	Alan opened the meeting and introduced Cameron Caldwell, NW WA Outreach Director for Office of U.S. Senator Maria Cantwell. Cameron confirmed Senator Cantwell’s support for the Northwest Straits Initiative.
	The minutes from the May Northwest Straits (NWS) Commission meeting were approved as written.
	Presentations Each MRC presented a project for the upcoming year that was submitted in their grant proposal to the NWS Commission. The NWS Commission and other attendees provided feedback during a question and answer period following each presentation...
	1. Clallam MRC, Alan Clark – Kelp Monitoring Project
	a. Alan presented on the MRCs kelp monitoring project, which aims to provide the Salish Sea International Kelp Alliance with useful spatial trend data. The monitoring efforts are expected to continue for at least a decade. The goals are to use the sci...
	b. The group discussed the importance of the surveys and agreed the recent kelp workshops organized by the NWS Commission are very useful. Continued collaboration is important.
	2. San Juan MRC, Christina Koons – San Juan County Marine Stewardship Area Plan Update
	a. Christina presented on the San Juan MRC’s Marine Stewardship Area Plan which consists of six top strategies: reduce toxins entering the food web, foster a stewardship ethic in residents and visitors, manage activities to reduce harm to marine habit...
	b. The group discussed next steps of updating the Marine Stewardship Area Plan and potential communication and outreach opportunities throughout the San Juan Islands.
	3. NOAA Hollings scholar, Maddie Beaudry-Local ecological knowledge of kelp in the San Juan Islands
	b. The audience praised Maddie’s efforts and offered to send her potential contacts to interview with those familiar with historical kelp beds in the Salish Sea. Those with any historical knowledge or a potential contact, should email Maddie at madeli...
	4. Island MRC, Gwendolyn Hannam– Community Engagement Through Creosote Identification
	a. Gwendolyn presented on the MRC’s project on identifying creosote debris on private property in Island County as a way to engage the community in shoreline protection. The MRC intends to use MyCoast, a citizen science application, to increase commun...
	b. The audience noted that several MRCs are involved in creosote-related projects and encouraged MRCs to work together on similar projects to share lessons learned and techniques.
	5. Snohomish MRC,  Laura Gurley-Prioritizing Pilings in the Snohomish Estuary
	a. Laura presented on the MRC’s project to identify and prioritize creosote pilings in the Snohomish Estuary. The project aims to map the location of the pilings on public land through desktop GIS analysis and develop a prioritization process, gather ...
	a. Pete presented on the Salish Sea Stewards, a program to train volunteers to support Skagit MRC and other local marine projects. The program was derived from WSU Beach Watchers and began with a pilot season in 2014. Each year the program provides at...
	b. The Commission discussed the value of training volunteers specifically for MRC project support and issues in maintaining similar programs, including capacity to administer the programs, which differ by county.
	7. Whatcom MRC, Crystal Schmalz-North Sound Stewards
	a. Crystal, Whatcom MRC volunteer, presented on Whatcom MRC’s new volunteer training program, North Sound Stewards. The program was set up to train volunteers specifically in support of MRC and other citizen science projects. The MRC looked at similar...
	b. The audience discussed the benefits of the program and how the program differs from other volunteer training programs.
	Public Comment
	There was no public comment.
	Business Items
	 The 2019-2020 NWS Commission budget was approved by consensus. This decision included allowing flexibility in the contractual budget line item to accommodate varying options in creating a NWS Initiative project database, populating the database and ...
	 The NWS Commission 2020-2024 Strategic Plan and 2020 Operations Plan were approved by consensus.
	 The NWS Commission and Foundation Executive Committees held a joint meeting in June where they discussed how to better collaborate and coordinate in support of the NWS Initiative. The group agreed the joint meetings are essential and should be held ...
	 NWS Foundation update: Don Hunger will serve as the Foundation’s new director as of July 1 and Caroline Gibson is now the Director of Partnerships for the NWS Foundation. The 2019 MRC Opportunity Fund and Boeing Storm water grants were awarded.
	 The 2019 MRC Conference will be held November 15-16 at the Courtyard by Marriott in Everett. Ideas for conference topics or presenters can be forwarded to Sasha Horst at horst@nwstraits.org. Questions on lodging, registration and logistics can be fo...
	*The next Commission meeting will be on July 26, 2019 from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM by WebEx Conference Call*


	Executive Committee description from NWSC handbook
	MRCReports_Combined_July2019
	ClalJuly 2019 CMRC Monthly Report
	IsMRC Monthly Report_July
	JCMRC_Mnth Rpt-7.19.2019
	SJCMRC-July-2019
	Skagit MRC Monthly Report- July 2019
	SnohoMRCMonthlyReportJuly2019
	WhatMRC Monthly Report_JULY2019

	Staff_Highlights_July2019

