agenda
Location: Red Cedar Room, Jamestown S’Klallam Tribal Center, Clallam County
Date/Time: 10:15 AM-2:45 PM on August 23, 2019
10:15-10:20

Opening and introductions
Approval of July minutes

Alan Clark, Chair

10:20-10:40

NWSC committee reports
Executive Committee
Science Advisory Committee
External Relations Committee
Communication Committee

Elsa Schwartz
Dana Oster
Tom Cowan
Christina Koons, Pete Haase

10:40-10:50

Director’s report

Lucas Hart

10:50-11:00

Business items
Kelp (Dana)
MRC Symposium (Dana)
MRC Conference (Sasha, Nicole)

Staff

11:00-11:15

Northwest Straits Foundation update

Don Hunger, NWS Foundation

11:15-12:00

Oil Spill Consequences to San Juan
County and Emergency Response Towing
Vessels to Mitigate Risk

Marta Green, Puget Sound
Recovery Coordinator for San Juan
County

12:00-1:00

Working lunch

All

1:00-1:10

Afternoon welcome

Robert Knapp, Environmental
Planning Program Manager for
Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe

1:10-2:00

MRC reports

MRC Representatives

2:00-2:10

Puget Sound Partnership update

Karin Berkholtz, Puget Sound
Partnership

agenda
2:10-2:30

Life and Times of a Clallam Intern
Presentation and Panel

2:30-2:40

Roundtable

2:40-2:45

Public comment

2:45

Adjourn

Alisa Taylor, Clallam MRC Intern

All

Executive Committee Meeting
August 5, 2019 • 11:00am-12:00pm
Conference call
Committee Members: Elsa Schwartz, Ron Tom, Jude Apple
Commission Staff/Support: Sasha Horst, Lucas Hart, Nicole Jordan
Not in attendance: Alan Clark, Tom Cowan
Update on database research
Lucas said the Northwest Straits (NWS) Commission is waiting for the Department of Ecology’s Shorelands
program IT steering committee to assess whether they have capacity to build the NWS Commission database.
They will also provide further guidance on contracting the work if they do not have capacity. Staff will keep the
committee updated as the more develops.
NWS Commission procedure on providing comments on legislation
The committee reviewed the edited procedure and agreed the changes are appropriate. The committee agreed
that with approval of the absent committee members, the procedure be brought to the full Commission for
discussion and adoption. Lucas will reach out to the absent members.
Request for Commission to sign support letter for PUGET-SOS Act
The committee agreed that with approval of the absent members, the Commission should add its name to the
sign on letter. Lucas will work with the Committee on next steps.
Northwest Straits Commission model expansion
Lucas said he recently spoke with Nikki Wright from Sea Change Marine Conservation Society in British
Columbia who is interested in replicating the NWS Commission model in British Columbia. Lucas will continue
working with Nikki and has offered to provide information as needed.
Legislative outreach
Lucas said he had meetings with Laura Gelwicks from Representative Rick Larsen’s office and with Cameron
Caldwell from Senator Maria Cantwell’s office. Lucas provided updates on projects. Laura and Cameron each
expressed their continued support for the Initiative.
Governor Inslee visit to Cornet Bay
Several MRC members, NWS Commission, and NWS Foundation representatives attended Governor Jay
Inslee’s visit to the Cornet Bay restoration site on July 17. Governor Inslee learned about the restoration site
and viewed a demonstration of the forage fish monitoring project from local volunteers.
Snohomish Estuary Tour scoping
Don and Lucas are planning a tour of the Snohomish Estuary for agency partners, local leadership, decision
makers and others to highlight the work of the Northwest Straits Initiative.. The site visit is scheduled for
September 25.

Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference update
Commission staff plan to be involved in the 2020 Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference in a variety of ways,
including chairing and speaking at sessions and volunteering at the event.
MRC conference planning update
Sasha is working with conference planning committee to develop a draft agenda on topics of interest for
sessions and presentations.
*The September 2 Executive Committee meeting falls on a holiday. Nicole will work with the committee to
reschedule it.*

minutes
July 26, 2019 • 10:00 AM-12:00 PM
WebEx – Conference call
Northwest Straits Commission meeting

Attendees:
Commission Members: Alan Clark (Clallam-Chair), Elsa Schwartz (Island -Vice Chair), Tom Cowan, Christina
Koons (San Juan), Pete Haase (Skagit), Ron Thom, Chris Castner, Jeff Taylor (Jefferson), Karin Berkholtz (Puget
Sound Partnership Alternate), Bob Cecile (Whatcom), Mike Ehlebracht (Snohomish Alternate)
Commission Staff: Lucas Hart, Nicole Jordan, Sasha Horst, Dana Oster
Absent: Laura Blackmore (Puget Sound Partnership), Franchesca Perez (Snohomish), Nan McKay, Cecilia Gobin
(Tribal)
Opening and Introductions
Alan opened the meeting and facilitated introductions.
The minutes from the June Northwest Straits (NWS) Commission meeting were approved as written by
consensus.
NWS Commission - committee reports
Executive Committee
The Executive Committee recommended a change to the committee description to clarify their role in
providing advice, guidance and recommendations to the Northwest Straits (NWS) Commission .
o Motion: Tom motioned to approve the changes to the committee description, Elsa seconded and the
NWS Commission approved by consensus.
External Relations Committee
Tom said the committee is tentatively scheduled to meet in September. The committee would like see
continued project site visits for local elected officials and has recommended several action items to reach local
and regional media, larger local audiences, and audiences outside the NWS area.
Science Advisory Committee
Ron said the committee is seeking a replacement for Hugh Shipman, who has retired from the Department of
Ecology. The committee recommended a contact for Commission staff to consult with about databases as they
explore the creation of a project database. They also recently worked with Dana to review the 2019-2020 MRC
grant project proposals.
MRC reports
Monthly reports for each MRC are available by visiting this link: https://bit.ly/2ZnSP8b
Clallam
Alan said volunteers conducted forage fish sampling at Cline Spit, Elwha Beach and Ediz Hook. In May the
Marine Trades position on the MRC was changed to an At-Large position. The monitoring efforts of the pigeon

minutes
guillemot breeding colonies started at 12 sites. The internship program is now in full swing. The MRC
continued the sampling of shellfish biotoxins every other week in July.
Island
Elsa said volunteers are conducting kelp surveys at three sites: Possession Point, Ebey’s Landing, and Polnell
Point. Gregg Ridder presented on the 2018 eelgrass data at the July 2 MRC meeting. Governor Jay Inslee
visited Cornet Bay on July 17. Several project partners and MRC volunteers attended. Click this link for the
article about the visit from the Governor’s office: https://bit.ly/2LVBfVr.
Jefferson
Jeff said Shannon Davis, Anna Bachmann and Al Bergstein resigned from the MRC. The MRC held a Shellfish
Aquaculture Educational Forum on June 28. The event had 76 attendees, 8 speakers and 2 staff attending. The
MRC is planning to write up a summary report to share with the Board of County Commissioners and the NWS
Commission.
San Juan
Christina said the MRC hosted screenings of the new Patagonia film “Artifishal” on Orcas, Lopez and San Juan
Island. These collectively attracted around 150 members of the community and the MRC included time for
discussion after the film, including information about the value of hatchery fish in salmon recovery. New Be
Whale Wise material will be available soon.
Skagit
Pete said the Kids on the Beach program is now complete. The program details and recommendations will be
compiled into a final report that will be used to help expand the program to other schools next year. The MRC
is getting ready for their popular Fidalgo Bay Day event on August 24 and are seeking volunteers to help with a
wide variety of tasks and activities for the event.
Snohomish
Mike said the MRC is working on outreach for the MyCoast App project. Rack cards and posters for the
marketing campaign were finalized on June 21 and 4,000 were distributed to nearly 20 organizations in the
county. The MRC is providing comments on the Geographic Response Plan for the Department of Ecology.
Whatcom
Bob said Darcy Bird, Oil Spill Preparedness Planner with Ecology’s Spill Program will be the guest speaker at
the August 1 MRC meeting. BP will be partnering with the MRC to conduct beach clean ups from Point
Whitehorn to Neptune Beach on August 2. The MRC will have a booth at Bellingham SeaFeast on September
21.

minutes
Business items
Kelp update
Kelp monitoring season is in full swing. Most MRCs have conducted their late June or early July surveys. KoBo
ToolBox, a web platform for data ingestion developed for the MRC project by a volunteer in Clallam County, is
live and receiving kelp survey data. The Kelp Conservation and Recovery Plan should be ready for public
comment in October.
Olympia oyster call
Dana said she participated in the Olympia oyster call coordinated by Puget Sound Restoration Fund and WA
Department of Fish and Wildlife. An Olympia oyster story map featuring several MRC projects is available at
http://tijuanariver.trnerr.org/oystermap/.
Hollings Scholar update
Maddie Beaudry, the NOAA Hollings Scholar, wrapped up her project, concluding with a presentation at
Padilla Bay of her work. The presentation can be accessed by this link (start at minute 12):
https://vimeo.com/350200005/2e81098399
Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference
Commission staff plan to be involved in the 2020 Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference in a variety of ways,
including chairing and speaking at sessions and volunteering at the event.
Governor Inslee visit
Governor Inslee visited the Island MRC restoration site at Cornet Bay on July 17. Several Island MRC members,
NWS Commission and Foundation staff attended.
SoundIQ
Nicole and Dana met with Ann Stark, staff for City of Bellingham, and Suzanne Shull to assess the features of
SoundIQ and learn options in incorporating possible new features to the application. They are now working on
assessing the layer menu and rewording content to make the MRCs role in SoundIQ clearer.
MRC Conference
The 2019 MRC Conference will be held November 15-16 in Snohomish County at the Courtyard by Marriott in
Everett. The reception and dinner will be held nearby at Angel of the Winds Arena. A conference planning
committee is developing the agenda. More information will be available here: http://nwstraits.org/2019-mrcconference. For information on logistics contact Nicole at jordan@nwstraits.org.
MRC grant proposals–review and approval
Lucas presented the list of MRC proposals and requested approval to move forward while allowing flexibility
to make amendments as needed. The Commissioners reviewed and discussed the MRC project list.
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o Motion: Pete moved to approve the MRC grant proposals. Elsa seconded and the NWS Commission
approved by consensus.
Puget Sound Partnership (Partnership) update
Karin shared at the following updates:
 National Estuaries Week is September 14-21. A toolkit is available that provides social media and event
planning resources, and you can register local events online.
 Larry Epstein started as the Partnership's new Deputy Director.
 The Partnership launched an online platform for sharing information and stories called Puget Sound
Info. The platform includes: a revitalized, interactive Vital Sign website, the new Action Agenda
Tracker, a revitalized National Estuary Program (NEP) Atlas, and a common Data Center.
 The Protect and Restore America’s Estuaries Act, a bipartisan bill to reauthorize the National Estuary
Program (HR 4044) was introduced in the US House of Representatives in July.
 The Partnership’s support letter for the PUGET SOS Act (HR 2247) is available. Those interested in
signing on to the letter of support can contact Denise Ross at denise.ross@psp.wa.gov to provide an
electronic signature.
Northwest Straits (NWS) Foundation update
Lucas updated the group on behalf of the NWS Foundation.
 The NWS Foundation is soliciting sponsorships for the MRC Conference. If you know of a
business/individual who might be interested in sponsoring, please contact Caroline at
gibson@nwstraitsfoundation.org.
 The NWS Foundation is seeking long-term investment from the maritime industry, specifically
businesses headquartered in Puget Sound. Suggestions can be directed to Caroline at
gibson@nwstraitsfoundation.org.
 Contracts are being developed for the new MRC Opportunity Fund awards. Questions should be
directed to MRC staff.
Round table
The group discussed interest in having each MRC represented on the NWS Foundation board.
The group discussed expanding the Plastic Free Salish Sea materials for use for all MRCs. Those interested
should contact Frances Robertson at francesr@sanjuanco.com.
Public comment
There was no public comment.
* The next Commission meeting will be on August 23 at the Jamestown S’Klallam Tribal Center in Clallam
County.*

Commission staff highlights – August 2019
MRC Grants –Any questions related to the current or upcoming grants can be directed to Sasha (360-428-1084 or
horst@nwstraits.org).
Kelp – The kelp conservation and recovery team presented to the Department of Ecology on the progress of the plan and
led a discussion on what Ecology’s role can be in kelp conservation and recovery. For more details contact Dana Oster at
oster@nwstraits.org.
MRC Symposium – Dana and Lisa Kaufman prepared a draft agenda and plan for the one-day MRC Symposium. The date is
tentatively scheduled for January 8, 2020 at Padilla Bay. The goal of the symposium is to bring together members and staff
from all 7 MRCs to share near and long-term project ideas, share nuts and bolts of how specific projects were started and
funded, how they are run, challenges they found, lessons learned, develop cross MRC collaboration, MRC networking, and
regional project development. For more details contact Dana Oster at oster@nwstraits.org.
Strategic planning – The strategic plan is now posted to the Northwest Straits website at nwstraits.org, in the top upper
right of the home page.
MRC Conference – The planning committee met July 24 to discuss topics of interest for sessions and presentations. The
2019 MRC Conference will be held November 15-16 at the Courtyard by Marriott in Everett. Ideas for conference topics or
presenters can be forwarded to Sasha Horst at horst@nwstraits.org. Questions on lodging, registration and logistics can
be forwarded to Nicole at jordan@nwstraits.org.
Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference – Commission staff prepared and submitted session proposals. Lucas is working with a
group of individuals to scope the possibility of holding a citizen science networking event during the Salish Sea Ecosystem
Conference.
Collaborative Conservation – Lucas is working with the NWS Foundation and Snohomish MRC to plan a Snohomish Estuary
tour to highlight the work of the NWS Initiative and the partnerships that move our projects forward.
Meeting attendance
• Dana attended: Whatcom MRC meeting 8/1, Island MRC meeting 8/6, Puget Sound Partnership Ecosystem
Coordination Board meeting 8/15, Kelp and Ecology meeting 8/20
• Nicole attended: Whatcom MRC meeting August 1

County: Clallam
Month/Year: August, 2019
Submitted by: Helle Andersen

MRC Monthly Report

Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vicechair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): Kathy Cooper resigned in December, 2018. The position is
still open. In May the Marine Trade position was changed to an At-Large position.
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from
past month such as number of participants or highlights): The Clallam MRC monthly meeting will be held
August 19th. The main event at the meeting is the intern celebration where Alisa Taylor will present her
poster on the kelp monitoring project and Alisandra Baccus will present her poster on Olympia oyster
restoration and green crab monitoring. Raven Sharpe will introduce the newly developed crabber
outreach game. Jeff Ward will summarize the pigeon guillemot effort on behalf of intern Shae
Pozarzycki. Topics on the regular meeting agenda include: approval of purchases for the 2018-19 NWSC
budget, approval of Streamkeepers support letter, MRC Opportunity Fund and Olympia oyster
restoration, NWSC updates, and project updates.
Participation in other meetings: Alan Clark, Alisa Taylor and Helle Andersen will present at the NWSC
meeting in Blyn August 23rd.
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): Funding was
awarded to the Clallam MRC’s application to the MRC Opportunity Fund. Chris Burns from Jamestown
S’Klallam tribe has purchased the 850 bags of shells and the shells were spread at the new restoration
site in the week of August 12th.
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project, any new projects identified, project
activities):
Internship Program: The internship program will end with the Intern Celebration August 19th.
Forage Fish: Clallam MRC helped WDFW conduct their annual intensive sampling for forage fish August
13 and 14. Samples were collected at a total of 14 beaches by two MRC members, staff and Lower Elwha
crew and four volunteers.
Pigeon Guillemot: The monitoring efforts of the pigeon guillemot breeding colonies continued at the 12
sites along the Strait of Juan de Fuca from Miller Peninsula west to Freshwater Bay.
Shellfish Biotoxin: Bob Vreeland and Coleman continued the sampling every other week in July.
Olympia Oyster Restoration: Alisandra Baccus (the summer intern) helped Jamestown S’Klallam crew
spreading the shells at the new restoration site.
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, advisory
actions the MRC is taking, questions to the Commission, etc): None
Photos: Three pictures of intern Ali Baccus in the field and the flyer for the Intern Celebration.

MRC Monthly Report
County: Island
Month/Year: August 2019
Submitted by: Anna Toledo
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vicechair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): None.
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from
past month such as number of participants or highlights):
Past Meetings/Events:
- August 3: Participated in Family Outdoor Discovery Day hosted by Sound Water Stewards and
WA State Parks. Interacted with 89 kids and 62 adults.
- August 6 MRC meeting: Discussed SMP update, MRC symposium, and collaborative project
ideas.
- August 7-8: Jodi Crimmins participated in OA teacher training hosted by Port Townsend School
District and Jefferson MRC. Shared about Island MRC activities.
Upcoming Meetings/Events:
- August 29: Oak Harbor School District STEM teacher training: Kelly Zupich and Anna Toledo will
present about the “Discover Our Island Shores” film and classroom activity.
- September 3 MRC meeting: Communications planning
- September 6, 10am-1pm: Work party at Cornet Bay
- September 13, 10am-1pm: Work party at Cornet Bay
- September 14, 1-2pm: “Discover Our Island Shores” film screening at Coupeville Library
- September 28, 2-3pm: “Discover Our Island Shores” film screening at Oak Harbor Library
- September 28: Sea Level Rise forums (morning on Camano, afternoon on Whidbey – exact
locations TBD)
- October 12: Creosote identification workshops (9-11am at Utsalady Ladies Aid on Camano, 24pm at Pacific Rim Institute on Camano)
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): None.
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project, any new projects identified, project
activities):
Forage Fish: Matt Kukuk has been conducting surveys at Hidden Beach since May. We are waiting on
analysis from WDFW for the results. The newly trained volunteers are completing the required county
volunteer training, and plan to start collecting samples in September.
Bull Kelp: Volunteers are in prime summer monitoring mode at our three sites: Possession Point, Ebey’s
Landing, and Polnell Point.
Outreach:
- Art work: Artwork and written answers from the winners of the “Discover Our Island Shores” art
contest are on display in the Island County Commissioners’ office.

-

-

-

-

Family Outdoor Discovery Day: Gwendolyn Hannam developed a felt board of a marine
ecosystem to engage children during Family Outdoor Discovery Day on Saturday, August 3.
Gwendolyn and Anna interacted with over 150 individuals.
Communications plan: The MRC has received funding through the NWSF Opportunity Fund to
develop a communications plan. The MRC will conduct an audit of existing communications
tools and strategies and identify gaps in the upcoming months. Following the audit, the MRC will
work with a professional to develop a communications plan.
Film screenings: Film screenings of “Discover Our Island Shores” are scheduled for:
• Saturday, September 14, 1-2pm at Coupeville Library
• Saturday, September 28, 2-3pm at Oak Harbor Library
Sea level rise forums: We have decided to hold the Camano and Whidbey sea level rise forums
on the same day to consolidate travel and planning logistics. The forums will be held on
Saturday, September 28, 9am-12pm on Camano and 2:30-5:30pm on Whidbey. We are
partnering with Washington Sea Grant and Island County Planning to plan and implement the
forums.
Creosote identification workshops: We have scheduled the creosote identification workshops
with Chris Robertson from Washington Department of Natural Resources for:
• Saturday, October 12, 9-11am at Utsalady Ladies Aid
• Saturday, October 12, 2-4pm at Pacific Rim Institute
Rain garden signage: The MRC has received funding through the NWSF Opportunity Fund –
Boeing Stormwater Category to develop or update signage for two demonstration rain gardens
and hold field trips to the sites. The MRC identified two existing rain garden sites in need of
signage: Crescent Harbor Elementary School and Greenbank Farm. The sign development is
scheduled for later this year, and the field trips will be planned for spring 2020.

Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, advisory
actions the MRC is taking, questions to the Commission, etc): The MRC recommended that the Board of
Island County Commissioners add their signature to the letter supporting the PUGET SOS Act. The Board
did not sign, due to the short timeframe to review and gather additional information about the Act, but
two individual Commissioners did add their signatures.
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info):

Gwendolyn Hannam invites children to learn about the marine food
web at Family Outdoor Discovery Day. Photo credit: Anna Toledo.

JCMRC Monthly Report
County:
Month/Year:
Submitted by:

Jefferson
Aug 2019
Cheryl Lowe

Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to
chair/vice-chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events
from past month such as number of participants or highlights):
Past Meetings & Events:
• Aug 6 MRC monthly meeting (18 members/staff & 4 guests). Discussion items included
project updates and how to fill the 4 MRC member vacancies (types of skills and
experience that would be particularly useful and how to get the word out to the right
audiences).
• Aug 1-2 – Olympia oyster monitoring in Quilcene and Discovery Bays
Upcoming Meetings/Events:
• Sept 1 – ‘Searching for Seaweed’ guided beach walk.
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): N.A.
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing projects or any new projects identified):
1. Monitoring:
a) Fort Townsend: WDFW will be conducting their annual monitoring of this
shoreline restoration site in mid-August. MRC is helping to recruit volunteers to
assist. MRC also put in a little time removing invasive species in the upland
planted area.
b) Forage Fish Index Site (Adelma Beach): no new info.
c) Kelp: July 27th—North Beach kelp survey completed, with Jeff Taylor, Judy
D’Amore, Nam Siu and Cheryl Lowe. Also, Jeff Taylor met with NWSC staff and a
colleague to strategize effective approaches for kelp bed monitoring with
satellite image technology.
2. Rain Gardens: Quilcene rain garden installation is now scheduled for Sept 24th, with
initial preparations underway.
3. Education & Outreach:
a) MRC member Ashley Mackenzie led the effort to develop a guided ‘Searching for
Seaweed’ beach walk on Sept 1. Registration is open and publicity has gone out.
b) OA Teacher Workshop: Cheryl represented the Jefferson MRC at a 2-day
professional development workshop funded by NOAA for teachers on ocean

acidification. The workshop is organized by the Port Townsend School District,
but this year Oak Harbor and North Kitsap School District teachers also
participated. It’s a place-based curriculum development training, with Jefferson
and Island County MRCs advising. Island MRC was represented by MRC member
Jodi Crimmons, who also works with the Oak Harbor School District.
c) Plans are underway for the MRC booth at Wooden Boat Festival.
4. Olympia Oyster: On August 1 & 2, Jefferson MRC conducted annual monitoring of the
Quilcene Bay test plots and the Discovery Bay Powerline habitat enhancement site.
WDFW and Jamestown S’Klallam biologists assisted with the monitoring. We're still
processing the data, but have two preliminary general conclusions:
a) Our native oyster is doing well in Discovery Bay and we should continue
enhancement efforts there.
b) This year brought confirmation that the particular location of our Quilcene Bay
test plots is not suitable for Olympia oyster efforts. Probable factors included
presence of oyster drills from adjacent shellfish farming areas and warmer water
temperatures at the head of the bay. This year, we also found some of the test
plots buried under a 6” mat of a fine red macro-algae (Ahnfeltia plicata or
fastigiata, Landlady’s Wig), probably brought by recent southerly winds. We'll
start looking for other options in that area.
Many thanks to dedicated Beach Naturalist volunteers who helped MRC members with
this monitoring!
5. Voluntary No Anchor Zones: On July 20th, Gordon King and Troy McKelvey successfully

removed fouling (accumulation of barnacles, clams, macro-algae, etc) from the Port
Hadlock buoys and lines so the buoys were more visible. It was determined that new
buoys (or at least new labels) are needed for 2 of the 4 buoys there.

Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group,
advisory actions the MRC is taking, questions to the Commission, etc):
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects):
See next page.

Buoy maintenance work

Olympia oyster monitoring in Quilcene Bay

MRC Monthly Report
County: San Juan County
Month/Year: August 2019
Submitted by: Frances Robertson
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vicechair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):
•
•
•

Karin Roemers-Kleven was re-elected to serve as Chair for another year.
Christina Koons was re-elected to serve as Vice-Chair and NWSC representative for another
year.
Laura Jo Severson was elected to serve as the NWSC alternate representative.

Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from
past month such as number of participants or highlights):
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The MRC meeting was held on August 1st and included a presentation from Skagit MRC member
and Director of Samish Natural Resource, Todd Woodard.
Christina Koons attended the monthly NWSC meeting via webex.
Christina Koons also attended the presentation by Madeline Beaudry on Local Ecological
Knowledge of Kelp.
Subcommittee meetings for the MSA plan update (July 24th) and for PFSS (August 6th) were held
to establish the tasks needed to move the projects along.
Phil Green, Laura Jo Severson, Kendra Smith and Frances Robertson attended the LIO quarterly
meeting on August 1st.
The MRC will be hosting a booth at the San Juan County Fair August 14-17th.
Christina Koons, Phil Green, Cathleen Burns and Kailey Genther plan to take part in Whatcom
MRC’s beach clean-up on Sucia Island on August 17th.

Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):
The PFSS subcommittee is partnering with the County to submit an LTAC grant to support the
installation of water refill stations around the county to encourage use of refillable water bottles and
promote the Leave No Trace ethos adopted by the County.
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project, any new projects identified, project
activities):
SKRW: The MRC has continued to work with the County to distribute whale warning flags to boaters.
The Youth Conservation Corps on San Juan, Orcas and Lopez are conducting dockside outreach reach
throughout late July and August on weekends. The MRC will also be hosting a booth at the County Fair
providing visitors with information on what they can do as individuals to help reduce the impacts of
declining salmon, toxins, and vessel disturbance on Southern Resident killer whales, as well as what the
MRC has been doing to help with recovery efforts.

PFSS: The MRC has contracted with Shew Design to produce the PFSS website design and branding for
the campaign. The group met with Shew Design to outline their vision and aspirations for the site and
the material. Shew will provide a series of drafts over the next few weeks for the group to decide on and
guide the overall design task. In addition to this, the group is partnering with the County and the local
Rotary clubs to submit an LTAC grant for the installation of year-round water-refill stations and to
promote the use of the Tap app by businesses throughout the county. The group will play a core role in
the development of and the role out of the outreach and education to tourists, islanders, and the local
business community through 2020 to promote the use of refillable water bottles and promote the Leave
No Trace ethos embraced by the County.
MSA: The MSA subcommittee met to discuss next steps on the review and plan update. Our new Intern
–funded through the NWSF Opportunity fund also joined the group via conference call. Abigail Ames,
has already hit the ground running setting up a workspace on the collaboration platform Slack through
which the group can collate the work. The key goals, objectives and proposed process will be drafted by
Frances Robertson and presented to the MRC at the September MRC meeting. This will lay the ground
work for the Abigail and the group to progress with the update. A 2 day Marine Managers Workshop has
been scheduled for March 10 and 11th 2020.

Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, advisory
actions the MRC is taking, questions to the Commission, etc):
•
•

The MRC discussed the proposed Whale Sanctuary project at the August 1st meeting, however
no advisory action will be taken until the Council requests it.
The MRC, in their role as the local Citizens Advisory Group for the San Juan County Lead Entity
finalized and approved the final ranked list of projects for the 2019 SRFB grant round.

Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info):

Local San Juan Island Youth Conservation Corps promoting Be Whale Wise and the
Whale Warning Flag at the Port of Friday Harbor.

MRC Monthly Report
County: Skagit
Month/Year: Aug /2019
Submitted by: Tracy/Pete
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vicechair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): Per consensus, the Committee voted to make the
recommendation to the Board of County Commissioners to appoint Kathy Thornburgh to the MRC to
replace Lynne Jordan as the new representative of the Skagit Land Trust and to appoint Brian Robson to
replace Nate Biletnikoff as the new representative of Shell Puget Sound Refinery.
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from
past month such as number of participants or highlights):
• MRC Meeting Highlights- August 8: Joan Drinkwin presented the Salish Sea Stewards Planning
Workshop Report including recommendations for the future management and coordination of
the Salish Sea Stewards program. The final report will be posted on the Skagit MRC website.
• Fidalgo Bay Day: The event will be held August 24, 11am-3pm at the Fidalgo Bay Resort.
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):
No updates.
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project, any new projects identified, project
activities):
• Forage Fish Surveys: Surveys continue at the Bowman Bay, NW March’s Point, and Kukatali Preserve
restoration sites, and the three index sites (Similk Bay, Guemes Channel at Ship Harbor, and Samish
Island). There was a lot of spawning at the NW March’s Point restoration site. Unfortunately, none
of the surf smelt eggs were viable in the areas with no shading.
• Kids on the Beach Project: This year’s program is now complete. The program details and
recommendations will be compiled into a final report. Skagit MRC will be partnering with Padilla Bay
NERR to administer and expand the program next year with MRC grant funds and funding from Shell
Puget Sound Refinery.
• Bowman Bay Restoration: Monthly plant maintenance work parties with the Skagit Fisheries
Enhancement Group started May 17. The last one is scheduled for September 20, 10am -1pm.
Beach seining and forage fish surveys continue.
• Pinto Abalone Recovery: This year’s field work is now complete. Paul Dinnel is working with Josh
Bouma on the final report which will be complete before the end of this grant period.
• Olympia Oyster Restoration: Paul Dinnel and several other volunteers have been collecting WDFW’s
stacks of tiles to look at post larval recruitment at two week intervals throughout the summer. The
last set of tile stacks that were collected indicated a fairly decent settlement this year. This data will
be confirmed later next year after the recruitment bags are collected around Fidalgo Bay. Puget
Sound Restoration Fund assessed their new shell plot at Weaverling Spit. Their report will be shared
with the MRC and Samish Indian Nation.
• Kayak Kelp Surveys: Kelp surveys took place at Biz Point on July 30 and Coffin Rocks on August 15.
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, advisory
actions the MRC is taking, questions to the Commission, etc)

Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info):
The following photos are of the intertidal monitoring that took place at the Bowman Bowman Bay and
March’s Point restoration sites in July and August. The photos were taken by Pete Haase.

MRC Monthly Report
County: Snohomish
Month/Year: August 2019
Submitted by: Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to
chair/vice-chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): None.
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events
from past month such as number of participants or highlights):
Elisa Dawson attended the Kelp WebEx for Hollings Scholar Maddie Beaudry on July 25th.
Maddie presented her data gathering traditional ecological data on kelp around the San Juan
Islands and Puget Sound.
Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson had a conference call with NWSF staff Caroline Gibson on
August 8th. The call was to discuss a potential grant opportunity. The team decided they would
not apply, but sent the opportunity to partners they thought may be interested.
On August 8th Kathleen Pozarycki, Elisa Dawson and Sarah Brown had a conference call with
NWSF staff Lisa Kaufmann and Snohomish Conservation District staff Kathryn Wells on the Orca
Talk event which is being planned for October 16th. The team brainstormed speakers and
logistics for the event.
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):
No updates at this time.
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified):
Nearshore Beach Restoration Project: Bob Hillmann and Kathleen Pozarycki, working with the
Northwest Straits Foundation, have completed the Scope of Work (SOW) with Anchor QEA to
conduct a feasibility study of the replacement of the culvert at Howarth Park. This project is
being funded by the Northwest Straits Foundation through an Opportunity Fund Grant.
Nearshore Restoration Estuary and Salmon Recovery Program (ESRP) Learning Grant and
Forage Fish Monitoring: Forage fish monitoring dates have been scheduled for the 2019-2020
season and are listed below. Elisa completed the SOW and contract for forage fish analysis by a
consultant using the NWSF Opportunity Fund Grant. The MRC is preparing for the first
monitoring day of the season in September.
2019-2020 forage fish dates:
•
September 17th, 2019 (September 19th held as back up date).
•
October 10th, 2019 (October 14th held as back up date).
•
November 7th, 2019 (November 25th held as back up date).
•
December 18th, 2019 (December 19th held as back up date).
•
January 15th, 2020 (January 30th held as back up date).
•
February 25th, 2020 (February 26th held as back up date).

MRC Grant 2018-2019 MyCoast Communications Plan: The partner toolkit was finalized and
included digital collateral and draft content for use by partner agencies. The MRC has
distributed the toolkit to other MRCs and partners. The consultant sent out push notifications
on July 4 and 27th. The consultant has additional funds and will be doing a third digital ad run
starting in mid-August.
Crabber Education: Susan Tarpley continues to do outreach on crabber education at the
Edmonds pier throughout the summer. Susan is also expanding her outreach to give tips and
support to the City of Mukilteo outreach staff.
Kelp Project: Elisa Dawson and Tom Doerge completed monitoring at Meadowdale on August
1st, and Mukilteo on August 3rd. The August 2nd kelp monitoring in Edmonds was canceled due
to high winds. Edmonds is rescheduled for August 28th. August 29th and 30th are back up days.
Elisa Dawson and Traci Sanderson joined Cathy Stanley on the Tulalip Tribes’ boat to monitor
Hat Island kelp on August 12th.
Hat Island Kelp Bed:

Mussel Watch: Kathleen Pozarycki, Elisa Dawson, and Michael Ehlebracht conducted mussel
watch reconnaissance at 3 Edmonds site, one Mukilteo site, and one Everett site for Mussel
Watch on July 31st. Information gathered was sent to Mariko with WDFW. The team is working
on establishing the sites for the 2019-2020 monitoring season.

Upcoming Events:
MRC Kelp Monitoring for Edmonds is rescheduled for August 28th. August 29th and 30th are back
up days.
MRC Annual Summer Picnic August 21st at the Mukilteo Rose Hill Community Center.
MRC Annual Boards and Commission Appreciation Event August 26th at the Evergreen State
Fair.
MRC September forage fish survey September 17th.
Boat Tour of the Snohomish Estuary with the Northwest Straits Commission and Northwest
Straits Foundation September 25th.

MRC Monthly Report
County: Whatcom
Month/Year: August 2019
Submitted by: Austin Rose
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vicechair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from
past month such as number of participants or highlights):
•

The MRC partnered with BP and other Cherry Point Industries to conduct a community beach
cleanup from the Point Whitehorn recreation area to Neptune Beach (10 mile stretch of
shoreline). 110 people RSVP’d for the event. A little over 100 people showed up the day of to
volunteer. Unfortunately, the amount/weight of garbage removed from the shoreline was not
recorded by BP staff.

•

The MRC partnered with the Northwest Straits Surfrider Foundation Chapter, Lummi Island
Heritage Trust, the San Juan MRC, and Northwest Indian College to conduct volunteer led
remote beach cleanups on the southwest side of Lummi Island and Sucia Island Marine State
Park in San Juan County. 18 volunteers participated in the SW Lummi Island Cleanup on July 31
and removed 440 pounds of garbage. From Lummi Island, garbage included: large chunks of
Styrofoam, fishing nets, pieces of plastic, etc. The Sucia Island cleanup is scheduled for August
17. 14 people are currently signed up to participate.

•

DNR joined the MRC and Drayton Harbor community members to cleanup a large amount of
debris that accumulated along the Drayton Harbor shoreline between Dakota Creek and
California Creek. The MRC staff has received the final metrics on the amount of garbage
removed. 41 tires were removed from the shoreline and tidelands along with 2 greasy railroad
ties. Weight of trash: 2040lbs, Weight of recycled metal 1000 lbs., Volume of debris removed
(including tires) 10 cubic yards.

Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project, any new projects identified, project
activities):
•

Public Works staff and MRC staff have been taking bracket water quality samples in Chuckanut
Creek near the hotpot area for high fecal coliform counts. Staff have been piloting Coliscan
testing for these samples. Coliscan can be done in house with an incubator, and provides a
quantitative way to identify and differentiate coliforms and E. Coli from other bacteria. Samples
were taken in June, and the results were insignificant. More samples were taken in July and
another batch will be taken in August. These samples will be shared with DOH, to show the cost
effective source tracking technique being used to try to understand what is happening in the
system.

Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, advisory
actions the MRC is taking, questions to the Commission, etc):
• Three European Green Crab (EGC) were found in Chuckanut Bay right at the Whatcom MRC
water quality sampling site in the mouth of Chuckanut Creek. Two 80mm males and one 48mm
female were all captured in the same spot out of 71 traps WDFW set across the estuary. The
males are at least 3 years old, and the female is likely in her second year. WDFW followed up by
setting 40 more traps in the area for two nights with the help of MRC member, Chris Brown.
The bycatch from these additional traps were typical species, no EGC.
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info):

Photos above: SW Lummi Island Cleanup. Top left, Kurt Baumgarten and Alex feeling accomplished from
their removal efforts. Top right, Elizabeth Kilanowski going over the plan with volunteers. Bottom: pano
shot of all garbage loaded onto the boat. All photos taken by Austin Rose, MRC Staff.

Washington Conservation
Corps crew removing tires
from the Drayton Harbor
tidelands, August 12, 2019.
Photos by: Margarette Grant,
Drayton Harbor residents.

Above left: Eleanor Hines approaching kelp bed and Alden Bank. Above Right: Beautiful sunrise.
Beautiful kelp bed. Alden Bank. Photos by: Austin Rose, MRC staff.

Puget Sound Partnership
Monthly Report
Month/Year: August 2019
Legislative updates (Status of current bills relevant to NWSC, comment periods and action items):
Over 200 signatures to the support letter for the Heck/Kilmer bill: H.R. 2247, the “Promoting United
Government Efforts to save our Sound” (Puget SOS) Act. The Act does the following:
1. Authorizes Puget Sound to receive up to $50 million per year in federal funds, up from $28
million per year that we’ve received in the past few fiscal years.
2. Codifies the Federal Task Force, which operates now under a Memorandum of Understanding to
help implement the Action Agenda. It requires collaboration with the tribes, and regular
reporting on progress.
3. Establishes a Program Office in the EPA, placing us on par with Chesapeake Bay, the Great Lakes,
and the Gulf of Mexico.
Click on these hyperlinks: summary of the Act and the full text.
No policy bills from the Partnership for this upcoming legislative session. Several budget bills, one of
which is for Puget Sound Info. (While on this site check out the Action Agenda Tracker and Puget Sound
Vital Signs portal.)
Funding/Reporting updates:
Both FFY19 awards are under review at EPA. We anticipate both being ready-to-go for contracts effective
1 October 2019.
NEPORT data entries for habitat acres protected and restored and leveraged resources are due to EPA on
9 September. All National Estuary Programs report on these measures annually.
FEATS season is around the corner! Information for the October report is due to the Partnership 30
September.
Staff updates/changes (note changes to Partnership staff which MRCs/NWSI staff coordinate with
regularly):
Assistant Science Director: Katherine Wyatt starting 3 September.
Monitoring Network Coordinator: Chrys Bertolotto starting sometime in September
A number of other hiring activities underway: Ecosystem Recovery Coordinator, Communications
Specialist, Fiscal and Contracts Coordinator and an Administrative Assistant 3.
Additional helpful links:
FYI: QA/QC training for Partnership staff takes place 9 September, available by WebEx.

