
 
agenda 

 
 

Meeting:  Northwest Straits Commission 
Location:  WebEx Conference Call 
Date:  September 27, 2019  
Time:  10:00 AM-12:00 PM  
 
To join the WebEx meeting, click here. Enter your name and email address and click “Join.” 
For audio conference, dial: 415-655-0001, access code: 804 473 051   

 
10:00-10:05   Welcome and introductions 

Approval of August minutes 
Alan Clark, Chair 

10:05-10:20 NWSC committee reports 
Executive Committee 
External Relations Committee 
Science Advisory Committee 
Communication Committee 

 
Lucas Hart 
Tom Cowan  
Ron Thom 
Pete Haase and Christina Koons   

10:20-11:00 MRC reports MRC Representatives 

11:00-11:15 Puget Sound Wide Zooplankton Monitoring 
Program 

Phill Dionne and Patrick Biondo, 
WA Department of Fish and 
Wildlife 

11:15-11:25 Business items 
Operations plan review (Lucas) 
Snohomish Estuary tour (Lucas) 
MRC Conference (Nicole) 

Staff  

11:25-11:30 NWS Foundation update NWS Foundation  

11:30-11:40 Puget Sound Partnership update Karin Berkholtz, Puget Sound 
Partnership  

11:40-11:50 Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission/Tribal 
update 

Cecilia Gobin 

11:50-11:55 Round table All  

11:55-12:00 Public comment  All  

 

https://watech.webex.com/watech/j.php?MTID=m72cac28fd4087e177409f94208499626
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August 23, 2019 • 10:15 AM-2:45 PM 
Red Cedar Room, Jamestown S’Klallam Tribal Center, Clallam County 

Northwest Straits Commission meeting  
Attendees: 
Commission Members: Alan Clark (Clallam-Chair), Elsa Schwartz (Island-Vice Chair), Tom Cowan, 
Christina Koons (San Juan), Pete Haase (Skagit), Ron Thom, Jeff Taylor (Jefferson), Karin Berkholtz (Puget 
Sound Partnership Alternate), Bob Cecile (Whatcom), Nan McKay 
Commission Staff: Lucas Hart, Nicole Jordan, Sasha Horst, Dana Oster  
Absent: Laura Blackmore (Puget Sound Partnership), Franchesca Perez (Snohomish), Cecilia Gobin 
(Tribal), Chris Castner 
Others: Marta Green (Puget Sound Recovery Coordinator for San Juan County), John Cambalik 
(Coordinator for Strait Ecosystem Recovery Network), Mike Doherty (Clallam MRC member), Robert 
Knapp (Clallam MRC member), Alisa Taylor (Clallam MRC Intern), Helle Andersen (Clallam MRC Staff), 
Lyn Muench (Clallam MRC member), Cheryl Lowe (Jefferson MRC staff), Carrol Hull  
 
Welcome and Introductions 
Alan opened the meeting and facilitated introductions.  
 
The minutes from the July Northwest Straits (NWS) Commission meeting were approved as written by 
consensus. 
 
NWS Commission - committee reports 
Executive Committee  
Elsa said the committee received an update on the planned project database. Several MRC members, 
NWS Commission, and NWS Foundation representatives attended Governor Jay Inslee’s visit to the 
Cornet Bay restoration site. The committee agreed the Commission should sign on to the support letter 
for PUGET-SOS Act.  
 
Science Advisory Committee 
Dana said the committee is still seeking social science guidance on effectiveness of education and 
outreach projects and is also seeking a shellfish biologist to join the committee. On October 1, Dana is 
presenting to the Puget Sound Partnership’s Social Science Advisory Committee on understanding and 
monitoring social impacts.  
 
External Relations Committee 
The committee would like to work with other MRCs in the future to organize project site visits with 
elected officials and leaders. Contact Lucas if you have ideas. 
 
 
 
Communication Committee  
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Christina said the committee met and discussed communication staff responsibilities across the NWS 
Initiative. The committee’s purpose is to serve as communication advisory role to the NWS Commission. 
The committee is seeking representatives from other MRCs to participate. Contact Sasha if interested.  
 
Director report 
Lucas delivered the following director updates:  

• He is tracking updates on the Partnership’s proposed Day on the Hill in Olympia, tentatively 
scheduled for October 8.  

• Don and Lucas are working with Snohomish MRC to plan a tour of the Snohomish Estuary for 
partners, local leadership, decision makers and others. The tour will highlight the work of the 
NWS Initiative. The site visit is scheduled for September 25. Site visits are part of objective 4.3 in 
the NWS Initiative’s Operations Plan. 

• Lucas noted that Puget Sound was designated a National Maritime Heritage Area and a 
celebration will be held August 29th in Tacoma. 

 
Business items 
 
Kelp  
Dana Oster and other partners developing the Puget Sound Kelp Conservation and Recovery Plan 
presented to Department of Ecology staff to discuss what Ecology’s role can be in kelp conservation and 
recovery. For more details contact Dana Oster at oster@nwstraits.org.  
 
MRC symposium 
An MRC project symposium is tentatively scheduled for January 8, 2020 at Padilla Bay. The symposium is 
intended to bring together members and staff from all seven MRCs to share project ideas, lessons 
learned, MRC networking, and regional project development. For more information, contact Dana at 
oster@nwstraits.org.   

 
MRC Conference 
The 2019 MRC Conference will be held November 15-16 in Snohomish County at the Courtyard by 
Marriott in Everett. The reception and dinner will be held nearby at Angel of the Winds Arena. A 
conference planning committee is developing the agenda. Conference site: http://nwstraits.org/2019-
mrc-conference. Registration will be sent in mid-September. For information on logistics contact Nicole 
at jordan@nwstraits.org.   
 
Northwest Straits (NWS) Foundation update 
Don provided the following updates:  

• The NWS Foundation is focusing on fundraising and is cultivating the maritime industry for 
sponsorship.  

https://www.preservewa.org/programs/maritime-national-heritage-area/
mailto:oster@nwstraits.org
mailto:oster@nwstraits.org
http://nwstraits.org/2019-mrc-conference
http://nwstraits.org/2019-mrc-conference
mailto:jordan@nwstraits.org
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• The NWS Foundation is soliciting sponsorships for the MRC Conference. If you know of a 
business/individual who might be interested in sponsoring, please contact Caroline at 
gibson@nwstraitsfoundation.org.    

• They are evaluating a restructuring of the MRC Opportunity Fund for 2020 as well as other ways 
to engage with the Foundation. For more information, contact Don at 
don@nwstraitsfoundation.org.  

• The Seahorse Siesta restoration project, Island County has been postponed until next year, due 
to lack of adequate bids.  
 

Oil Spill Consequences to San Juan County and Emergency Response Towing Vessels to Mitigate Risk 
Marta Green, Puget Sound Recovery Coordinator for San Juan County, presented on an oil spill risk 
consequences assessment in San Juan County. Marta discussed two studies that evaluated impacts to 
ecosystems and the economy and the cost of an emergency response towing vessel. To read the full 
assessment, click here.  
 
Afternoon welcome 
Robert Knapp, Environmental Planning Program Manager for Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe, welcomed the 
group to the tribal center and said the tribe appreciates the opportunity to partner with the MRC on 
projects, particularly the intern program.  
 
MRC reports  
Monthly reports for each MRC are available by visiting this link: https://bit.ly/2ZwCXnf  
  
Clallam  
Alan said Clallam MRC helped WA Department of Fish and Wildlife conduct their annual intensive 
sampling for forage fish at a total of 14 beaches. The MRC continued their pigeon guillemot monitoring 
efforts at the 12 sites and continued their shellfish biotoxin sampling every other week in July. Their 
annual intern celebration was held August 19.  
 
Island 
Elsa said the MRC continued their forage fish monitoring. The MRC participated in Family Outdoor 
Discovery Day--MRC member, Gwendolyn Hannam, developed a felt board of a marine ecosystem to 
engage children. The MRC will host screenings of the “Discover Our Island Shores” film at the Coupeville 
and Oak Harbor libraries in September.  
 
Jefferson 
Jeff said the MRC has five openings. The MRC completed kelp surveys at North Beach. MRC members 
cleaned the Port Hadlock voluntary no anchor zone buoys and lines so the buoys were more visible. A 
rain garden installation in Quilcene is now scheduled for September 24, with initial preparations 
underway. Plans are underway for the MRC booth at Wooden Boat Festival. 
 

mailto:gibson@nwstraitsfoundation.org
mailto:don@nwstraitsfoundation.org
https://www.sjcmrc.org/media/18754/sanjuancooilspill-riskconsequencesassessment_eartheconomics_030119.pdf
https://bit.ly/2ZwCXnf
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San Juan 
Christina said Laura Jo Severson was elected to serve as the NWS Commission alternate representative. 
The MRC has contracted with Shew Design to produce the Plastic Free Salish Sea website design and 
branding for the whale wise campaign. The MRC hosted a booth at the San Juan County Fair with 
information on what they can do as individuals to help reduce the negative impacts on Southern 
Resident killer whales.  
 
Skagit  
Pete said the Kids on the Beach pilot program is now complete and the MRC will be partnering with 
Padilla Bay NERR to administer and expand the program next year. The MRC continued their forage fish 
surveys at their main sites and index sites. There was a lot of spawning at the NW March’s Point 
restoration site. Unfortunately, none of the surf smelt eggs were viable in the areas with no shading.   
 
Snohomish 
The MRC submitted a written report. The MyCoast partner toolkit was finalized with digital collateral 
and draft content for use by partner agencies. The MRC’s kelp team spent much of August completing 
surveys of Mukilteo, Edmonds and Hat Island. Several dates were identified for their fall and winter 
forage fish sampling season.  
 
Whatcom  
Bob said the MRC conducted several beach clean ups. The MRC found three European green crab in 
Chuckanut Bay at the Whatcom MRC water quality sampling site. Whatcom Public Works staff and MRC 
staff took bracket water quality samples in Chuckanut Creek near the hotspot area for high fecal 
coliform counts. 
 
Puget Sound Partnership (Partnership) update 
Karin delivered the following Partnership updates:  
 There were 200 signatures in the support letter for the Heck/Kilmer PUGET SOS bill, H.R. 2247. 

More information: summary of the Act and the full text. 
• There are several budget bills this session, one of which is for Puget Sound Info. Also check out 

the Action Agenda Tracker and Puget Sound Vital Signs portal. 
• The Partnership hired Chrys Bertolotto as Monitoring Network Coordinator and Katherine Wyatt 

as Assistant Science Director. They are still hiring for several positions, click here for more 
information. 

 
Life and Times of a Clallam Intern Presentation and Panel 
Alisa Taylor, Clallam MRC Intern, presented on her project surveying kelp forests in Clallam County. A 
panel discussion followed, with her Clallam MRC mentor Alan Clark and MRC staff Helle Andersen 
discussing the benefits and challenges of the internship program, lessons learned and how other 
internships can be incorporated into various projects. 
 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwNzI2Ljg1MDUzMjEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwNzI2Ljg1MDUzMjEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNzQ5ODk1NSZlbWFpbGlkPXN0cmFpdHNvdW5kZW52aXJvbm1lbnRhbEB3YXZlY2FibGUuY29tJnVzZXJpZD1zdHJhaXRzb3VuZGVudmlyb25tZW50YWxAd2F2ZWNhYmxlLmNvbSZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&103&&&https://pspwa.box.com/shared/static/dj6bg16xk2r9modsbtrclm7u9f0h21fq.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/2247/text
https://www.pugetsoundinfo.wa.gov/
https://actionagenda.pugetsoundinfo.wa.gov/
https://vitalsigns.pugetsoundinfo.wa.gov/
https://www.psp.wa.gov/employment.php
https://www.psp.wa.gov/employment.php
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Roundtable  
There were no topics presented for roundtable discussion.  
 
Public Comment 
There was no public comment.  
 

*The next Commission meeting will be on September 27 from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM by WebEx 
Conference Call* 

 
 



NWSC Rules of Procedure on providing comments on proposed legislation 

14. The Commission may, from time to time choose to comment or provide testimony on 
proposed federal, state or local government legislation.   

14.1 Requests for the Commission to comment on legislation should be in writing. 

14.2 Requests are referred to the Executive Committee for consideration.  The Executive 
Committee may recommend alterations to comment language and refer the original 
comment along with alterations to the Commission for approval.  

14.3 If approved by the Commission by consensus, the comment or testimony will be 
provided to the appropriate legislative body or committee.  

14.4 Where time does not allow for Commission consensus, the Executive Committee may 
waive 14.1-14.3 and provide comment if approved by committee consensus.   

 

 



 
 

Commission staff highlights – September 2019  

 
 
MRC Grants –Any questions related to the current or upcoming grants can be directed to Sasha (360-428-1084 or 
horst@nwstraits.org).  
 
Kelp – The kelp monitoring 2019 season is nearly complete. Dana and Suzanne have been processing the data submitted 
through KoboToolBox. The kelp conservation and recovery plan is in the draft stages and will be available for public 
comment November 2019. For more details contact Dana Oster at oster@nwstraits.org.  

MRC Symposium – The first annual MRC Symposium is scheduled for January 8, 2020 at Padilla Bay. A save the date 
announcement will be sent out shortly. For more details contact Dana Oster at oster@nwstraits.org. 

Strategic planning – The strategic plan is now posted to the Northwest Straits website at nwstraits.org, in the top upper 
right of the home page.  
 
MRC Conference –The 2019 MRC Conference will be held November 15-16 at the Courtyard by Marriott in Everett. 
Registration will be sent late September. Questions on lodging, registration and logistics can be forwarded to Nicole at 
jordan@nwstraits.org.  
 
Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference – Lucas will be chairing a cross-border citizen science session titled “Bridging the 
border with citizen science.” A panel will discuss opportunities for cross border BC-WA collaboration.  
 
Snohomish Estuary Tour – Lucas has been working with the NWS Foundation and Commission staff to develop handouts 
and the draft agenda for the Sept. 25th boat tour. To date, around 40 individuals have RSVP’d.  
 
Database – NWSC staff continue to work with Ecology on creation of a project database. We are currently refining the 
fields that will be included in the database. The WA Technology Solutions Group will be engaged within the next month to 
brainstorm paths forward.  
 
Meeting attendance  

• Dana attended: Whatcom MRC meeting 9/5, Restoration Toolkit testing 9/5, Nearshore PSEMP 9/17 

mailto:horst@nwstraits.org
mailto:oster@nwstraits.org
mailto:oster@nwstraits.org
mailto:jordan@nwstraits.org


MRC Monthly Report 
County: Clallam 
Month/Year: September, 2019  
Submitted by: Helle Andersen 

Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): The At-Large position was filled by Tim Cochnauer a retired 
fishery biologist.  

Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): The Clallam MRC monthly meeting was held 
September 16th. Topics on the meeting agenda include: Jacob Melly, CCEH, presenting on the BEACH 
program, Clallam MRC retreat in October, Dungeness River Festival, 2019-20 internship program, 
Clallam MRC leadership, NWSC updates, and project updates.  
Participation in other meetings: Cathy Lear participated in the ERN/LIO meeting Sept. 13th. 

Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): None 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project, any new projects identified, project 
activities): 
Forage Fish: sampling was conducted at Cline Spit Sept. 11th and at Elwha Beach and Ediz Hook Sept. 
17th. 
Pigeon Guillemot: The monitoring effort of the 12 pigeon guillemot breeding colonies is wrapping up. 
Shellfish Biotoxin: Bob Vreeland and Coleman continued the sampling every other week in September. 

ICC: Clallam MRC is coordinating the cleanup efforts Sept. 21st at three locations along the Strait – Joyce 
Depot, Ediz Hook and Dungeness Spit. This is the last time Clallam MRC is involved with the marine 
debris cleanup efforts led by CoastSavers. 

Dungeness River Festival: Clallam MRC will have a booth at the festival Sept. 27th. The theme of the 
booth will be crabber outreach game under the “how to catch more crab” program. 

Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, advisory 
actions the MRC is taking, questions to the Commission, etc): None 
Photos: None – will have some later of the ICC and Dungeness River Festival 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Island 
Month/Year: September 2019 
Submitted by: Anna Toledo 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): None. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 
Past Meetings/Events: 

- August 29: Oak Harbor School District STEM teacher training: Kelly Zupich and Anna Toledo 
presented to 3 teachers on the “Discover Our Island Shores” film and classroom activity. 

- August 30: Nearshore monitoring at Hidden Beach with NWSF 
- September 3 MRC meeting: Communications planning, outreach events 
- September 4: Nearshore monitoring at Cornet Bay with NWSF 
- September 6: Work party at Cornet Bay with NWSF and SFEG 
- September 13: Work party at Cornet Bay with NWSF and SFEG 
- September 14: “Discover Our Island Shores” film screening at Coupeville Library. 45 attendees. 

  
Upcoming Meetings/Events: 

- September 28, 2-3pm: “Discover Our Island Shores” film screening at Oak Harbor Library 
- September 28: Sea Level Rise forums (morning on Camano, afternoon on Whidbey): The 

Whidbey workshop is FULL! 
- October 1 MRC meeting: Communications planning, kelp update 
- October 12: Creosote identification workshops (9-11am at Utsalady Ladies Aid on Camano, 2-

4pm at Pacific Rim Institute on Camano) 
- October 19: Orca Recovery Day events in partnership with Whidbey Island Conservation District 

and NWSF 
o 9am-12pm: Native vegetation planting at Sunlight Shores 
o 9am-12pm: Native vegetation maintenance at Cornet Bay 
o 1-4pm: Rain garden rehab at Greenbank Farm 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): None. 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project, any new projects identified, project 
activities): 
 
Forage Fish: Monthly monitoring continues at Maple Grove on Camano and Hidden Beach on Whidbey. 
Volunteers have re-initiated surveys at Ala Spit, Cornet Bay, and Glendale, and are planning to add 
Seahorse Siesta starting in November.  
 
Bull Kelp:  Volunteers have completed summer monitoring at three sites: Possession Point, Ebey’s 
Landing, and Polnell Point. Linda Rhodes is working on the end-of-season report, and will provide a 
presentation at the October MRC meeting. 
 



Outreach:  
- Communications plan: The communications sub-committee will be meeting with Thomas Mills, 

Public Affairs Officer for the Whidbey Naval Air Station. Thomas has offered to help the MRC 
with our communications planning process. He will meet with the sub-committee and also speak 
at our October MRC meeting.  

- Film screenings: The MRC held its first public screening of the film “Discover Our Island Shores” 
at the Coupeville Library. There were 45 people in attendance, and the film was well-received. 
Filmmaker Florian Graner provided a Q&A at the end of the film. Coupeville Library is interested 
in hosting a screening again next year. A second screening is planned for Saturday, September 
28, 2-3pm at Oak Harbor Library. 

- Sea level rise workshops: We are partnering with Washington Sea Grant and Island County 
Planning to hold two workshops on sea level rise on Saturday, September 28 – Camano in the 
morning and Whidbey in the afternoon. As of September 18, our Whidbey workshop is full at 65 
RSVPs and our Camano workshop has 22 RSVPs. Given the level of interest in these workshops, 
we may consider offering them again in the future. 

- Creosote identification workshops: We have scheduled the creosote identification workshops 
with Chris Robertson from Washington Department of Natural Resources for: 

• Saturday, October 12, 9-11am at Utsalady Ladies Aid 
• Saturday, October 12, 2-4pm at Pacific Rim Institute 

- Rain garden signage: The rain garden signage subcommittee met with Crescent Harbor 
Elementary School to discuss placement and content of the sign to be installed at their rain 
garden. The subcommittee is working with signage artist Larry Eifert to design signs for the rain 
gardens at Crescent Harbor Elementary School and Greenbank Farm. 

- Orca Recovery Day: The MRC is working with Whidbey Island Conservation District, NWSF, and 
WSU Master Gardeners on three events for Orca Recovery Day on Saturday, October 19th: 

o 9am-12pm: Native vegetation planting at Sunlight Shores 
o 9am-12pm: Native vegetation maintenance at Cornet Bay 
o 1-4pm: Rain garden rehab at Greenbank Farm 

 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, advisory 
actions the MRC is taking, questions to the Commission, etc): None. 
 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): 

 
Left: Florian Graner speaks with audience at screening of “Discover Our Island Shores.” Right: A tiny 
volunteer helps with nearshore monitoring at Hidden Beach. Credit: Anna Toledo 



JCMRC Monthly Report 
 
County:   Jefferson 
Month/Year:   Sept 2019    
Submitted by:  Cheryl Lowe 
 
Membership/Leadership Changes (including new members, departing members, changes to 
chair/vice-chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff):  

Jefferson MRC currently has 5 MRC vacancies. In addition to previous departures, Wade 
Crouch and Ashley Mackenzie are finishing up their terms this month and will not be renewing. 
We are actively seeking applications at this time. 

Cliff Moore is the new Jefferson County Extension Department Director (Jefferson MRC 
is within County Extension). 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events 
from past month such as number of participants or highlights):   
 
Past Meetings & Events:   

• Sept 3: MRC monthly meeting (16 members/staff & 10 guests). Discussion items 
included project updates, WBF update, other meeting reports, MRC member 
recruitment and presentations/Q&A by the 2 candidates running for Port of PT 
Commission. Commissioner Greg Brotherton also led a discussion about the issue of 
herbicide use in upland forests and possible consequences to streams and marine 
waters. 

• Sept 1: ‘Searching for Seaweed’ guided beach walk 
• Sept 6-8: MRC booth at the 2019 Wooden Boat Festival  
• Sept 13:  Strait ERN LIO meeting 
• Sept 17: Exec Committee meeting 
• Sept 19: MRC staff meeting (Padilla Bay) 

 
Upcoming Meetings/Events:   

• Sept 24:  Rain Garden installation in Quilcene 
• Oct 1: Next MRC meeting 
• Oct 2: WSP Fort Worden pier & boat ramp open house (proposed shoreline revisions) 
• Oct 3: Chumsortium meeting 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  
County has now signed a new NW Straits Foundation agreement supporting 3 MRC tasks: 
Opportunity Fund (strengthening partnership & capacity for long-term support of community 
rain garden projects): local coordination to assist NWSF Shore Friendly outreach; and 
coordinating pre-restoration nearshore monitoring for one site in Discovery Bay. 

 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing projects or any new projects identified): 



1. Monitoring:  
a) Fort Townsend:  no new info this month 
b) Forage Fish Index Site (Adelma Beach):  Sampling done on Aug 14, 2019 and 

Sept 18, 2019. No eggs observed in the field. WDFW’s QC not yet completed.  
c) Kelp:  September North Beach kelp survey completed on 9/2/19 (Jeff Taylor, 

Judy D’Amore and Emily Bishop participating).  Jeff continues to work on 
strategies for kelp bed monitoring using satellite imagery technology. 

 
2. Rain Gardens:  Quilcene rain garden installation is scheduled for Tuesday, Sept 24th, with 

initial preparations and volunteer recruitment underway. As of Sept 20th, the site work 
has been completed (digging basin and drainage channel to basin; amended soil added 
and ready for plants) and volunteers lined up (including one County Commissioner). 
 

3. Education & Outreach:   
a)  ‘Searching for Seaweed’ beach walk was held Sept 1 (the Sunday of Labor Day 

weekend): this walk highlighted marine habitats and ecological connections 
through an educational program about seaweeds, sea grasses and other things 
we find on the beach. We filled the class (31 attendees). This program gave us a 
chance to introduce the Jefferson MRC to a new audience, teach people a little 
bit about which species are edible and also review WDFW seaweed harvesting 
regulations. The Jefferson MRC’s Resources webpage has links to a couple of the 
handouts.  

b) 2019 Wooden Boat Festival:  290 total direct contacts (90 on Friday, 143 on Saturday, 
57 on Sunday (rain that day). Booth was co-sponsored by WA Sea Grant and WSU 
Extension with a focus on water & boating topics. Activities included a bean bag “fish 
toss” (salmon and other animals need forage fish) and a display about “what’s wrong 
with this anchor?” (it’s in the eelgrass!)  Our volunteers had some great conversations 
with attendees about our various projects, classes & programs, etc.  There seemed to be 
more local shoreline landowners questions this year, but we have no data to support 
that.   

 
4. Olympia Oyster:  Shell stacks have been pulled from Quilcene and Discovery Bay sites, 

but we have not yet collected data about what was found on them. Discovery Bay 
Permit status: We had some delays putting together a GIS map of the eelgrass 
boundary, which was requested by Corps of Engineers. We should be able to submit 
that report to them by the end of September and expect a response later in the fall. 

 
5. Voluntary No Anchor Zones:  Random checks of boater compliance along the PT 

waterfront were done on Friday, Saturday and Sunday of Wooden Boat Festival at 
various times of the day. Full compliance was observed. Someone also checked boat 
positions on Monday (Sept 9) from the ferry. They saw one boat inside the line of buoys, 
but because it was a low tide at the time, It’s difficult to tell if it had been anchored 
outside during a higher tide, with the extra line from lower water allowing the boat to 
drift more toward shore, or if it was anchored inside the no-anchor zone boundary. It’s 
the only boat we observed inside the voluntary no-anchor zone all weekend. We’re 



calling it a 99% compliance rate, since there were hundreds of boats anchored along the 
PT waterfront over the weekend. More details will be included in the end of grant 
project report.  

 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, 
advisory actions the MRC is taking, questions to the Commission, etc): 

Jefferson MRC rep attended the Strait ERN (LIO) Sept meeting. Presentations on oil spill 
preparedness might be useful for future MRC educational programs, but most of the meeting 
was focused on administrative issues and not aligned with the Jefferson MRC’s projects. 
 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects):   
 
Searching for Seaweed Beach Walk 
Instructor showing display of shells and seaweed  

  
 
Wooden Boat Festival Booth 
MRC members Frank Handler and Sarah Fisken at the booth. 

 



 
WBF Fish Toss Game 

 
 
WBF monitoring 
 

 
 
 
 
 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: San Juan County 
Month/Year: September 2019 
Submitted by: Frances Robertson 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): 
 

 No changes in membership or leadership this month 
 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 

 The MRC meeting was held on September 5th. 

 Christina Koons attended the monthly NWSC on August 23rd at the Jamestown S’Klallam Tribal 
Center in Clallam County. A presentation on the MRC’s efforts related to oil spill risk 
consequences was given by San Juan County LIO Coordinator Marta Green.  

 Subcommittee meetings for PFSS took place on September 12 and 20th to establish core areas of 
focus for the coming months and review the branding and web design provided by Shew Design.  

 Christina Koons and Frances Robertson attended a workshop to discuss the locations of 
Geographic Response Plans in the County on August 19th. 

 MRC Staff gave a public presentation on the  efforts to identify management options for 
protecting Southern Resident critical habitat on the west side of San Juan Island at the Whale 
Museum on August 27th.  

 MRC Staff also presented on Being whale wise in whale waters to the Friday Harbor Sailing Club 
on September 10th.  

 The MRC will participated in the County wide Fall Great Islands Clean-up on September 28th. 
 

Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
 
No new funding updates to report.  
 
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project, any new projects identified, project 
activities): 
 
SKRW: The MRC is wrapping up its field efforts for the whale warning flag with the final survey of the 
pilot survey due to be distributed through email lists and social media in mid-September. Following the 
close of this final survey in mid-October MRC staff will conduct the analysis of the survey data, 
incorporate vessel data from Soundwatch and draft a final report. This report will be made available to 
the NWS Commission as well as the NWS foundation early in the New Year. Outreach and education 
efforts will continue after a review of the 2019 efforts to determine how best the MRC can support the 
wider Be Whale Wise effort going forward.  
 
PFSS: The MRC has contracted with Shew Design to produce the PFSS website design and branding for 
the campaign.  Shew will be presenting to the group on September 20th for a first review of material. The 
PFSS subcommittee have identified a number of core areas of interest to focus efforts on locally going 



forward and have also received requests to share the Plastic Free Salish Sea Initiative with other groups, 
both in Washington and in British Columbia.  
 
MSA: The MSA subcommittee presented to the MRC at the September 5th monthly meeting. This 
allowed them to share the core goals and objectives of the MSA review and update that was initiated 
this year and is slated to continue through into 2021. The group also shared the process that they expect 
to follow to achieve their goals. This includes working closely with our NWSF Fellow, Abigail Ames to 
identify key entities and contacts and send save the dates for the Marine Managers Workshop, slated 
for March 10-11 2020.  
 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, advisory 
actions the MRC is taking, questions to the Commission, etc): 
 

 The MRC launched MRC Mondays through their Facebook page on Monday 9, September.  

 The MRC were approached with a request to have them sign onto a letter by Pacific NW 
Protectors, a local advocacy group, in support of creating a Mission Blue Hope Spot in the Salish 
Sea. The MRC declined to sign onto the letter but is looking forward to a presentation by SR3 to 
learn more about how they are engaging with Mission Blue to highlight the importance of the 
Salish Sea and the collective efforts of Federal, Tribal, State and local governments, NGOs and  
all other groups working to restore the region for long-term sustainability for all.  

 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): 
 

 
A GRP site on Sucia Island, taken by Frances Robertson during surveys with the 

Department of Ecology and IOSA to identify current and additional GRP sites 
within the San Juans.   



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Skagit 
Month/Year: Sept /2019 
Submitted by: Tracy/Pete 
 

• Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to 
chair/vice-chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): Sarah Tchang resigned her seat on the 
MRC as the representative of the Port of Anacortes. Sarah has been an invaluable part of the 
MRC over the last four years and has provided great leadership as the current MRC Chair.  MRC 
Vice-Chair, Betsy Stevenson, will take over the role of MRC Chair through the end of the year 
and Jay Lind will temporarily take over the role of MRC Vice-Chair. 

 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 

• MRC Meeting Highlights- September 12:  Jim Johanessen with Coastal Geologic Services gave a 
presentation on the shoreline restoration assessment and recommendations for Skagit Land 
Trust’s Carstens property on Fidalgo Bay that was recently completed in April, 2019. 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments):  
No updates. 

 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project, any new projects identified, project 
activities): 

• Salish Sea Stewards: A Salish Sea Stewards gathering will be held at Padilla Bay NERR on October 
8th at noon.  The theme is data feedback!  Jason Morgan will be presenting on the nearshore 
monitoring data and Dana Oster will be presenting on the kelp monitoring data.  The agenda will 
also include an update on the Salish Sea Stewards program planning process, and recognition of 
volunteers who have donated more than 100 hours in the last 12 months.  

• Forage Fish Surveys: Surveys continue at the Bowman Bay, NW March’s Point, and Kukatali 
Preserve restoration sites, and the three index sites (Similk Bay, Guemes Channel at Ship Harbor, 
and Samish Island).   

• Kids on the Beach Project:  The report will be finalized the end of this month.  Skagit MRC is 
partnering with Padilla Bay NERR to administer and expand the program under the new MRC 
grant and with funding from Shell Puget Sound Refinery. The first Kids on the Beach field activity 
will take place October 3, 9:30am-3pm at Camp Kirby, Samish Island with 22, 5th graders from 
the John Stanford School in Seattle.  They will conduct forage fish surveys on the beach at Camp 
Kirby and will look for eggs under the microscope. The second Kids on the Beach field activity 
will take place Wednesday, October 16, between 9:30am-2:30pm at the Samish RV Park with 25 
students from Conway School.  Students will conduct forage fish surveys and beach seining. 
Volunteer help is needed for both events.  

• Bowman Bay Restoration:  The last monthly plant maintenance work party took place 
September 20, 10am -1pm.  Tracy and Lisa conducted a quick walk through of the site with the 
Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group staff to discuss future planting and plant maintenance 
plans at Bowman Bay.  Monthly weeding and watering with the help of volunteers will start up 
again next spring.  Beach seining and forage fish surveys will continue for at least one more year.  

• Pinto Abalone Recovery:  The report will be finalized the end of this month.    



• Olympia Oyster Restoration:  No update. 
• Fidalgo Bay Day: The event took place August 24, 11am-3pm at the Fidalgo Bay Resort.  An 

estimated 400 people attended the event. 50 volunteers and 30 organizations and businesses 
helped make this year’s event a huge success! Over 200 volunteer hours were contributed. 
Skagit MRC and the NWSC shared an educational booth and passport station that focused on 
kelp.  Jason Morgan and Dan Pentilla led the beach seining activity.  Diver Laura hosted a virtual 
reality experience “Virtual Salish See and Beyond”.  A final report will be available by the end of 
the month and will be posted on the MRC website. The 2020 Fidgalgo Bay Day planning 
committee will be meeting right after the MRC meeting next month.   

• Kayak Kelp Surveys: The surveys will be finished up for the season later this month. 
 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, advisory 
actions the MRC is taking, questions to the Commission, etc) 

• Skagit MRC member, Pete Haase, will be giving a presentation on Tuesday, October 1, 2019, 
7:00pm at the Burlington Public Library.  Pete’s presentation will highlight the importance of 
citizen science and the different ways that folks can contribute to protecting the Salish Sea. 

 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

2019 Fidalgo Bay Day Photos: 



MRC Monthly Report 
County: Snohomish  
Month/Year: September 2019 
Submitted by: Kathleen Pozarycki and Elisa Dawson 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to 
chair/vice-chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): None. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events 
from past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 
On August 21st the MRC held their annual Summer Picnic at the Mukilteo Rose Hill Community 
Center.  Kathleen Pozarycki, Elisa Dawson, Tom Doerge, Laura Gurley, Traci Sanderson, Craig 
Wollam, Mike Ehlebracht, Franchesca Perez, Bob Hillmann, Susan Tarpley, and Paul Clampitt 
attended the picnic.  
 
The MRC met with Department of Ecology staff on the Geographic Response Plans in 
Snohomish County on September 11, 2019. Kathleen Pozarycki, Elisa Dawson, Susan Tarpley, 
Mike Ehlebracht, and Craig Wollam attended the meeting.  
 
On September 18, 2019 the MRC had their monthly meeting. The MRC discussed the upcoming 
Orca Talk on October 16, the North Sound Geographic Response Plan update and meeting, 
Mussel Watch, the upcoming September 25th Snohomish County Boat Tour, and other project 
updates. Kathleen Pozarycki, Elisa Dawson, Susan Tarpley, Cathy Stanley, Sarah Brown, Paul 
Clampitt, Tom Doerge, Mike Ehlebracht, Laura Gurley, Bob Hillmann, and Franchesca Perez.   
 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
No updates at this time.  
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project or any new projects identified): 
 
Nearshore Beach Restoration Project: Bob Hillmann and Kathleen Pozarycki are working with 
the Northwest Straits Foundation and Anchor QEA to conduct a feasibility study of the 
replacement of the culvert at Howarth Park. Additionally, signage is being designed for the 
project site. This project is being funded by the Northwest Straits Foundation through an 
Opportunity Fund Grant.  
 
Nearshore Restoration Estuary and Salmon Recovery Program (ESRP) Learning Grant and 
Forage Fish Monitoring: Forage fish monitoring dates have been scheduled for the 2019-2020 
season and are listed below. The MRC had their first monitoring day of the season on 
September 17th. Kathleen Pozarycki, Elisa Dawson, Tom Doerge, Cathy Stanley, and Bob 
Hillmann completed sampling. The MRC was joined by WDFW staff Kate Olson. 
 
Below are the rest of the 2019-2020 forage fish dates: 
• October 8th, 2019 (October 14th held as back up date). 
• November 7th, 2019 (November 25th held as back up date). 
• December 18th, 2019 (December 19th held as back up date). 



• January 15th, 2020 (January 30th held as back up date). 
• February 25th, 2020 (February 26th held as back up date). 
 
MRC Grant 2018-2019 MyCoast Communications Plan: The final digital ad run which ran from 
August 12- September 2 is complete.  There were 113,887 impressions with a reach of 42,776.  
903 people clicked on the ad.  Since the campaign began, 129 new users are using the MyCoast 
app and 364 reports have been submitted. Additionally, there is a lessons learned webinar 
scheduled for Tuesday September 24th at 10 a.m.    
 
Crabber Education: Crabber education has been completed for the season.  
 
Kelp Project: The final date for kelp monitoring was completed on August 29th at Edmonds. All 
data has been sent to Dana and Suzanne. Suzanne is working on getting the data into SoundIQ 
and the MRC looks forward to showing maps of the data to partners.  
 
Edmonds Kelp Monitoring of August 29th:  

 
 
Mussel Watch: Michael Ehlebracht has been working to finalize sites for 2019-2020 mussel 
watch. At this time, the MRC sites are Meadowdale, Mukilteo, Everett Harbor, Edmonds Marina 
on Olympic Beach, Edmonds Marina Beach Park, and Edmonds Brackett’s Landing. The MRC 
may need to recruit additional volunteer to help with all of these sites. There are three other 
sites in Snohomish County (Naketa Beach, Kayak Point, Tulalip Bay), but they will be covered by 
Lincoln Loehr/WDFW staff, Franchesca Perez, and Cathy Stanley, respectively. Cage deployment 
will be scheduled for the week on October 27- November 2. Back up dates are November 11-19 
and November 24- December 1.  
 
Upcoming Events: 

• Boat Tour of the Snohomish Estuary with the Northwest Straits Commission and 
Northwest Straits Foundation September 25th.  

• MRC September forage fish survey October 8th. 
• Orca Talk Mukilteo Rosehill Community Center October 16th  

 



 
 
 
 



MRC Monthly Report 
 
County: Whatcom 
Month/Year: September 2019 
Submitted by: Austin Rose 
 
Membership/Leadership changes (including new members, departing members, changes to chair/vice-
chair, NWSC representative/alternate, staff): 
 
Four members will term out in January 2020, leaving potentially 5 vacancies on the MRC representing 
recreational, scientific, citizen-at-large, and two economic interest positions.  Members have been asked 
to begin thinking about potential replacements and pursue recruitment.   
 
MRC staff will be on maternity leave October 1 – January 1, but could be working part time in 
December.  Administrative support will be provided through the Whatcom County Public Works Natural 
Resources Division secretary and the current MRC Chair and Vice-Chair. 
 
Events/Meetings (including upcoming events/meetings and/or information on meetings/events from 
past month such as number of participants or highlights): 
 

• The MRC held their general meeting on September 5.  Members gave a thorough project 
development update, and discussed upcoming MRC hosted events as part of Whatcom Water 
Week Sept 14-22, which includes Bellingham SeaFeast.   There was also discussion on providing 
an end of the year presentation to Council and ways to celebrate the Whatcom MRC’s 20th 
anniversary.  MRC Staff encourage the group to present at the Whatcom County Council Surface 
Water Work Session on November 12.  Members also had the idea of developing an op ed piece 
for a local newspaper such as the Cascadia Weekly.  MRC  staff are preparing final reports from 
this grant period and will help prepare a presentation as much as possible before maternity 
leave. 

 
• The MRC will no longer be participating in Bellingham SeaFeast due to limited staff and 

volunteer capacity.  The MRC will participate in Whatcom Water Week in partnership with the 
Surfrider Foundation to host a beach cleanup at Semiahmoo Spit in honor of International 
Coastal Cleanup Day on September 14. 

 
Funding updates (newly-awarded grants, in-kind support or other funding commitments): 
  
 
Project Updates (progress from past month on existing project, any new projects identified, project 
activities): 
 

• An announcement was developed for two MRC internships, a forage fish survey intern and a 
North Sound Stewards coordinator intern.  It is anticipated these internship will begin on 
October 1 and will end on September 30, 2020.  The announcement was shared through 
Whatcom County Human Resources, WWU- Huxley College, BTC – Fisheries and Aquaculture, 
and the MRC listserv.  The announcement closed on September 9 and applications were 
reviewed by MRC members and RESources staff. 

 



• The North Sound Stewards Advisory Committee met in early September to review applications 
and identify a candidate for the North Sound Stewards volunteer coordinator intern that will 
work for the MRC October 1, 2019- September 30, 2020. The group also began developing a 
workplan for 2019-2020, including timing for recruiting program participants and any additional 
support needed given MRC staff maternity leave. 
 

• An intern was chosen to work as the MRC Forage Fish survey coordinator to act as the point 
person for the monthly forage fish surveys.  This intern will work approx. 5 hours per month 
October 1, 2019 – September 30, 2020. 
 

• An additional kelp survey took place up at Point Whitehorn.  This area was surveyed 4 years ago 
but the data was lost during transition of the MRC member who led the survey.  The kelp bed 
was found to be a decent size and in health condition.  The MRC would like to continue 
surveying in that location, which would make a total of five locations the Whatcom MRC is 
surveying bull kelp. 
 

• MRC staff and Whatcom County Public Works PIC program staff submitted a thorough report to 
WA Department of Health on water quality efforts led by the Whatcom MRC is N. Chuckanut 
Bay.  A conference call is scheduled for September 16 to discuss the possibility of a partial 
reclassification of the bay to support recreational shellfish harvest.  
 

• The Public Speaker Series Subcommittee met on September 12 to discuss 2020 planning given 
MRC staff maternity leave and the retirement of Sue Blake – a long standing representative with 
WWIN.  The group reviewed the status and needs associated with upcoming events and 
discussed the fate of topics that were considered but not held in 2019. 

 
Other (anything not covered above, including local issues of interest to the regional group, advisory 
actions the MRC is taking, questions to the Commission, etc): 

 
 
Photos (share a few photos of recent projects—include project, photo credit and additional info): 
 

 
Hello Heron!  Photo by: Eleanor Hines at Point 
Whitehorn kelp survey 
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	Snohomish
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