
Protecting & Restoring Marine Resources & Habitats

Jefferson County 
Marine Resources Committee

www.jeffersonmrc.org



20 members 
County Dept:  WSU Cooperative Extension



Diverse Representation

Citizens
Recreational interests
Tribal
Fishermen
Scientists
Economic interests
Environmental 
Local government



Jefferson MRC Projects

 Rain gardens

 Eelgrass protection 
areas

 Olympia oysters

 Forage fish & kelp 
monitoring

 Educational programs



www.jeffersonmrc.org



November 16, 2019
Everett, WA

MRC Conference
Session: Building Community in

Conservation

North Olympic Salmon Coalition
Presented by: Rebecca Benjamin  Executive Director











Spawner SurveysHabitat Assessments

Winter Tree PlantingsEducation Program





Northwest Straits Initiative: Partners in Marine Conservation
21st Annual MRC Committee Conference
Nov 2019, Everett, WA

Coastal Observation and Seabird Survey Team
COASST
Session: Building Community Connections
Julia K. Parrish, University of Washington



What does it mean to participate?
(1-5 hours/month, depending on the beach)

• survey for beachcast 
carcasses of marine birds 
on your beach monthly

• measure, collect condition 
information, identify and photograph
carcasses

Beached Birds



What does it mean to participate?
(2-8 hours/month, depending on the beach)

• survey and collect 
samples of marine debris 
on your beach monthly

• characterize and photograph marine debris 
samples, record quantity and indicators of 
source and environmental impact

Marine Debris



• 20 years
• 1,000 monthly participants
• ~5,000 people since inception
• 400 sites from Mendocino to Kotzebue
• 90 coastal communities
• 83,400 bird carcasses; 185 bird species

Humboldt

S. Oregon

N. Oregon

N. Wash.

S. Wash.
Puget 
Sound

San Juans

Strait

Southeast
Gulf of AK

Aleutians

Bering

Chukchi

as of Nov 2019

COASST Stats





Who is COASST? (in the office)

~15 Student InternsCharlie Wright
Data Verifier

Tim Jones
Post-Doctoral

Researcher

Jackie Lindsey
Volunteer 

Coordinator

Hillary Burgess
Science

Coordinator

Julia Parrish
Executive 
Director 

Yurong He
Post-Doctoral 

Researcher

Jazzmine Allen
Graduate Student



COASST Science Team



Mark Hipfner

Kirsten 
Lindquist

Jan Roletto

Nick Bond

Parker 
MacCready

Mainstream Science Team

Eric 
Bjorkstedt

Kris Bovy

Scott Pearson

Lisa Ballance
Pamela 
Lestenkof

Lauren Divine

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjFyKPE9e3lAhUDnZ4KHTnBD-cQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FUniversity_of_Rhode_Island&psig=AOvVaw07V0bVMFO1ovs_QXy9NEkX&ust=1573965756768119
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjgxee9oJziAhWjGjQIHYIfDREQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fseabirdyouth.org%2F&psig=AOvVaw3Ajt5A-Ix7rW0eWD17gYBr&ust=1557965581433092


participants 
collect data

participants enter 
data online

COASST verifies ALL data

www.coasst.org

COASST 
social media 

special projects & 
data requests

early warning for 
avian influenza (w/ WDFW)

community involvement factors (w/ Sea Grant)

hunting patterns of historic indigenous peoples (w/ URI)

oil spill baseline (w/ NOAA; WA SG)

fishery bycatch baseline in the 
Salish Sea (w/ WDFW, CWS)

harmful algal blooms
(w/ OCNMS, UCSC, USGS)

effects of climate
(w/ BeachCOMBERS, JISAO, NOAA)

entanglement rates
(w/ GFNMS, BeachCOMBERS, MMSN)

public, 
scientific, and 
academic talks

in-community
COASST training in-community COASST refreshers

in-community COASST socials
phone, email, facebook interaction w/ COASST
view and/or download from www.coasst.org

participants (e)mail 
datasheets & photos 

to COASST

How Does COASST Work?



COASST Data Have Been Used to Assess:

 Fisheries Impacts; Predicting Bycatch

Science

 Impacts of Harmful Algal Blooms

 Shifting Baselines; Chronic Change

 Indigenous Use of Seabird Resources

 Climate Impacts

Resource Management
 Status of Threatened & 

Endangered Species

 Avian Influenza; Disease

 Hunting Limits

 Indicators:
• California Current Integrated 

Ecosystem Assessment
• Alaska Ocean Observing 

System
• North Pacific Fishery 

Management Council



Rigorous Citizen Science

1. Train

2. Collect

3. Verify

4. Analyze 

5. Report Out

Scientists Participants

primary job secondary job



COASST Social Networks!

Parrish et al. PNAS 2019
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