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3.2  New Restoration Site 
In May 2018, Clallam MRC and JST decided to use a parcel of tidelands that JST is leasing from 
DNR at the head of Sequim Bay. The parcel is approximately 0.3 acre and is located 
approximately 700 ft. east of the current restoration site (Figure 1), with similar habitat 
conditions. In July 2018, more than 100 bags of Olympia oyster seed were moved from the area 
they have overwintered to the new restoration site and in August a crew of volunteers and 
tribal biologists spread the shells with the oyster seed. Because the new site has limited 
suitable substrate for oyster larvae to settle on the Clallam MRC and JST applied for funds to 
buy clean shells in the spring of 2019. A total of 850 bags of shells were purchased and spread 
at the site in summer of 2019. 

The annual population survey will be conducted at the new restoration site at the end of each 
summer to estimate the abundance, delineate the population perimeter and identify the size 
range of the Olympia oysters. 

 

4.1 Project Team 

Clallam MRC Lead 
Lyn Muench, Clallam MRC member, will be the Clallam MRC lead on the restoration project. 
Ms. Muench will also provide advice and guidance on the project based on more than 30 years’ 
experience in shellfish culture. Ms. Muench will review all project deliverables submitted to 
Northwest Straits Commission (NWSC). 

Project Manager 
Cathy Lear, Clallam MRC Coordinator, will be responsible for project oversight and be 
responsible for keeping the official approved QAPP updated and revised every year. Ms. Lear 
will consult with, and receive guidance from Elizabeth Tobin and Chris Burns, both of JST, to 
ensure completion of project tasks, relative to the project timeframe and consistent with 
accomplishing project outcomes. Cathy has a BS and MA in Environmental Studies, Political 
Science, and Journalism from Huxley College and ASU. 

Shellfish Biologist 
Elizabeth Tobin, shellfish biologist with JST, will help execute specific tasks and make 
recommendations to the project manager. Elizabeth has a Ph.D. from School of Oceanography, 
University of Washington and has been working as a shellfish biologist since 2014. 

Fisheries Technician 
Chris Burns, fisheries technician with JST, will help execute specific tasks and make 
recommendations to the project manager. Chris has an AAS in Fisheries from Peninsula College and 
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has worked in fisheries related work and aquaculture since 1990. In 2008 he started working full time as 
a Natural Resources Technician for JST. 

Project Quality Assurance Officer 
Arati Kaza, Department of Ecology, will review this QAPP and ensure that all proposed actions 
meet the quality standards appropriate to the goals and scope of the project. 

GIS Specialist 
Elizabeth Tobin, shellfish biologist with JST, stores and analyzes the spatial data collected during 
the project. 

WDFW Shellfish Biologist 
Brady Blake, WDFW Shellfish Biologist, will examine any species identification which comes into 
question while analyzing shell strings for Olympia oyster settlement. Brady has a BS from 
Western Washington University and has worked on shellfish enhancement, restoration and 
disease prevention for WDFW since 1989. 
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