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Introduction  
In 2014-15 Clallam Marine Resources Committee (CMRC) hosted, coordinated or participated in 

numerous educational outreach events. This report summarizes the highlights of these events 

including media releases, articles, produced materials and evaluation results. The 2014-15 

events included:  

 September 26th and 27th CMRC booth at the Dungeness River Festival.  

 February 5th CMRC coordinated with Northwest Straits Foundation to offer an oil spill 

awareness workshop and forum.  

 March 21st CMRC organized an 8-hour HazWoper training. 

 March 26th Hansi Hals, Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe, talked about tribal resources 

sensitive to climate change.  

 March 28th, April 11th, May 30th and June 13th CMRC organized oiled wildlife rescue 

trainings.  

 June 3rd CMRC presented a moderated panel to explore the topic, “The Future of Fish.”  

 July 22nd Tori Cantelow, one of the Clallam MRC 2015 summer interns, talked about the 

successful restoration effort of the Olympia oyster in Sequim Bay.  

 August 17th public presentations by the five CMRC summer interns on their respective 

projects. 

 August 27th Ian Miller, Washington Sea Grant, and Cindy Jayne, North Olympic 

Development Council, discussed sea level rise and adaptation strategies on the North 

Olympic Peninsula.  

 September 25th and 26th CMRC booth at the Dungeness River Festival.  

Each of these events are described in more details in the following sections.   
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Dungeness River Festival 2014   
September 26th and 27th CMRC had a booth at the 

Dungeness River Festival. Participating in the Dungeness 

River Festival is an MRC tradition, and an opportunity to 

connect with thousands of people. CMRC members Bob 

Vreeland, Jeff Ward, Brad Collins, Lyn Muench, and CMRC 

staff used live geoducks to communicate the importance 

of good habitat and clean water for healthy shellfish 

populations. The geoducks were provided by CMRC 

member Doug Morrill.  

The CMRC members enjoyed the opportunity to reach out to the festival participants including 

800 – 1,000 were students in the Sequim elementary and middle schools. Students visit each 

booth at the festival to answer a question. With a correct answer, each student receives a 

stamp under the question that is printed on their festival passport. CMRC members asked the 

question, ‘How long does a geoduck live?’ while providing live geoducks for students to 

examine. The question and the live geoduck provide a way to talk about water quality and 

other essentials of marine habitat, and the stamped passport offer a reminder to the student 

about both the geoduck and the importance of marine habitats.  

 
People of all ages enjoy learning about geoducks and water quality 

Media Coverage  

The Dungeness River Festival event was posted on Dungeness River Audubon and CMRC 

websites. The festival was also covered in the Sequim Gazette 

http://www.sequimgazette.com/news/251047081.html  

Produced Material  

None 

http://www.sequimgazette.com/news/251047081.html
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Evaluation Results  

CMRC potential reached 2,750 festival participants of which 800 – 1,000 were grade school 

students. 

Oil Spill Awareness Workshop 
February 5th CMRC coordinated with Northwest Straits Foundation to 

offer an oil spill awareness workshop and forum.  The afternoon 

workshop focused on Incident Command and other technical issues. The 

evening forum sponsored by the CMRC, was geared for the general 

public and explored how agencies respond to an oil spill. Both events 

presented the results of current oil spill risk research. 

Media Coverage  

The following press release was send to Peninsula Daily News. 
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An article about the forum appeared in the Peninsula Daily News and a letter complimenting 

the Clallam MRC’s forum appeared in the Peninsula Daily News’ Letters to the Editor column. 

http://www.peninsuladailynews.com/article/20150217/NEWS/302179997/0/SEARCH 

 

Produced Material  

None  

Evaluation Results  

The audience was asked to evaluate the event with the following questions: 

1. Were there specific points made that you found especially interesting or thought-

provoking? 

2. Will you use/share information provided to you this evening? 

3. Are you interested in training to respond to an oil spill? 

4. Please provide your name and email address if you’d like to learn more about volunteer 

training to respond to an oil spill. 

Six people returned evaluation forms, a 20% response rate. All respondents identified specific 

points that they found especially interesting. All respondents plan to share or use the 

information. About half were interested in training to respond to an oil spill.  

http://www.peninsuladailynews.com/article/20150217/NEWS/302179997/0/SEARCH
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A summary of the event written by Nhi Irwin, Veda Environmental, is included in Appendiz A. 

HazWoper Training  
CMRC provided an 8-hour training in Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response 

(HazWoper) March 21st in the Port Angeles City Council chambers. The training was held in 

partnership with state and federal agencies, and nonprofit organizations. Partners included 

Department of Ecology, Washington Department of fish & Wildlife, Focus Wildlife, and the US 

Coast Guard. 

The training provided basic information about who is involved in oil spill response, precautions 

required for those responding to a spill, and the current state of spill response preparedness. 

The participants learned about safety and health, personal protective equipment, site 

characterization, and control and spill management. 

 

Learning the fine points of personal protective equipment at HazWoper training 

Media Coverage  

The HazWoper training was posted on CMRC website. 

Produced Material  

The flyer below was produced by CMRC and posted at several locations throughout Port 

Angeles. 
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Evaluation Results  

More than 45 volunteers completed the HazWoper training. 

Climate Change and Tribal Resources Presentation 
March 26th Hansi Hals, Environmental Planning Program Manager at the Jamestown S’Klallam 

Tribe, talked about a newly published report which focused on identifying tribal resources 

sensitive to climate change.  The presentation included possible impacts to the vulnerable 

resources and actions to improve resiliency.  

Media Coverage  

The following press release was sent to Peninsula Daily News and posted on Feiro Marine Life 

Center’s website.  
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Produced Material  

None 

Evaluation Results  

Approximately 35 people attended the presentation at Feiro Marine Life Center. A large portion 

of the audience was students from Port Angeles High School. 
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Oiled Wildlife Training 
 Two oiled wildlife training sessions were held in the 

spring of 2015 for volunteers interested in learning 

how to rescue and rehabilitate wildlife affected by 

an oil spill. Trainings focusing on Basic Intake and 

Stabilization were held on March 28th and May 30th. 

The participants learned basic bird anatomy and 

how to take care of oiled birds which included 

holding, washing, weighing, giving the birds fluids 

and performing a general health examination.  

Trainings focusing on Search and Capture were held 

on April 11th and June 13th. The participants learned 

about search and collection planning and procedures 

including how to find and stalk the birds, how to 

team up to capture the birds using nets and how to 

safely hold and place the birds in transportation 

boxes.  

 

Both trainings covered health & safety and general 

facility requirements. Each training concluded with an 

exercise that required volunteer participants to 

demonstrate lessons learned. Classroom trainings were 

conducted at the Clallam County Fairgrounds; the search 

& capture field practice was conducted at Ediz Hook. 

 

Media Coverage  

The oil wildlife trainings were posted on CMRC website. Because the classes filled up quickly 

further advertising was not needed. 

Produced Material  

The four flyers below were produced by CMRC and posted at several locations throughout Port 

Angeles. 
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Evaluation Results  

More than 80 volunteers participated in the two wildlife training sessions.  
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“Future of the Fish” Panel 
June 3rd CMRC and its partner, Feiro Marine Life Center, presented a moderated panel to 

explore the topic, “The Future of Fish.” Panel members included Robert Elofson of the Lower 

Elwha Klallam Tribe; Neil Conklin, owner of local restaurant Bella Italia; Graham Young of the 

UW School of Aquatic & Fisheries Sciences; Alan Cook, of Icicle Seafoods; and moderator Pete 

Granger, of Washington Sea Grant.  

Brief opening comments were followed by an extensive and wide-ranging Q&A session.  Topics 

ranged from sourcing seafood for local restaurants to finfish aquaculture techniques to 

worldwide seafood consumption patterns.  

 

Melissa Williams, Feiro Marine Life Center Executive Director, welcomes audience members as 

she opens “The Future of Fish”  

 

Pete Granger kicks off “The Future of Fish” panel discussion 
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Neil Conklin, local restaurateur and owner of ‘Bella Italia’, shares his views on the value of local 

food and seafood during “Future of Fish” 

Media Coverage  

The event was posted on CMRC and Feiro Marine Life Center’s websites.  

Produced Material  

The flyer below was made by Feiro Marine Life Center and posted at several locations 

throughout Port Angeles. 

 

Evaluation Results  

About 40 people attended and the questions and answers sessions lasted more than one hour. 



 

15 

 

Olympia Oyster Restoration Presentation 
July 22nd Tori Cantelow, one of the Clallam MRC 2015 summer interns, talked about the 

successful restoration effort of the Olympia oyster in Sequim Bay. The restoration effort started 

in 2012 with the goal of adding 1.5 acres of Olympia oyster bed to the 35 acres already 

established in Puget Sound. 

The project is a collaborative effort between 

Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe, CMRC and Puget Sound 

Restoration Fund. In 2015 a new project was initiated 

which monitors larval survival and dispersal in the bay. 

Future restoration efforts include assessing the 

feasibility of introducing Olympia oysters into 

Washington Harbor, including areas of the north 

lagoon recently reconnected to Sequim Bay and the 

Strait of Juan de Fuca. If successful, the project could 

add 1-2 acres of new Olympia oyster beds in Clallam County. 

The presentation was organized by Emily Larson, another MRC 2015 summer intern, whose 

focus was educational outreach to Clallam County community members.  

Media Coverage  

The event was posted on CMRC and Feiro Marine Life Center’s websites.  

Produced Material  

The MRC summer intern, Emily Larson, made the following flyer which was distributed 

throughout Port Angeles and posted on CMRC website. 
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Evaluation Results  

Twenty-five people enjoyed the presentation and the provided refreshments. The audience was 

asked to take a brief survey after the presentation. The general response was that it was a 

thorough presentation that covered a topic that many of the participants did not know much 

about. Another general comment was that people did not know the importance of the Olympia 

oyster as a filtration system in the ocean. 

Summer Intern Presentations 
The five students completed their CMRC internships August 17th by giving poster presentations 

for the local community at the Port Angeles Yacht Club.  The 2015 intern projects included: 

Marine debris removal on Ediz Hook. The intern 

organized two beach cleanups on Ediz Hook, The first 

cleanup July 5th removed 20 bags of debris primarily 

fireworks and the second cleanup August 2nd removed 

about 7 bags of debris including bottles, cups, shoes 

and clothes. To raise awareness of the July 5th cleanup 

the intern organized a float for the Fourth of July 

parade in Port Angeles. 

Community outreach - build awareness and public 

support for marine recovery actions. The intern 

organized a short speaker series. July 22nd Tori Cantelow 

talked about the restoration of Olympia oysters in 

Sequim Bay. August 27th Ian Miller, Washington Sea 

Grant, and Cindy Jayne, North Olympic Development 

Council, talked about sea level rise on the peninsula. In 

addition, the intern worked on CMRC booth material for 

the Dungeness River Festival.  

Assist in updating the Geographic Oil Spill Response Plan. 

The intern updated the information on the Elwha River 

estuary using Google Earth with a focus on the large 

changes in sediment distribution and type at the mouth of 

the river. The effort was summarized in an appendix to be 

included in the revised Geographic Response Plan. 
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Survey of invasive plants along the shore of Port 

Angeles Harbor. The intern worked with the Port of 

Port Angeles to document the distribution of invasive 

plant species on port property. The effort was 

summarized in a shoreline management plan on how 

to control the invasive plants. 

 

  

Restoration of the Olympia oyster in Sequim Bay. For 

the second year the CMRC intern worked closely with 

Jamestown S'Klallam Tribe on the Olympia oyster 

restoration project. By summer 2015 the Olympia 

oyster bed has reached a size of approximately 0.64 

acres with a density of 18 oysters/m2 for a total of 

population of approximately 46,600 oysters. 

Media Coverage  

The following press release was sent to Peninsula Daily News and the presentation event was 

posted on CMRC website. 
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Produced Material  

The Northwest Strait Foundation made the following flyer which was distributed throughout 

Port Angeles and posted on CMRC website. 
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Evaluation Results  

About 30 people enjoyed the intern presentations and the provided refreshments. 

Sea Level Rise and Adaptation Strategies Presentation 
August 27th Ian Miller, Washington Sea Grant, 

and Cindy Jayne, North Olympic Development 

Council, discussed sea level rise and adaptation 

strategies on the North Olympic Peninsula. They 

presented for a packed audience as the 

presentation had been featured on the front 

page of Peninsula Daily News a couple of days 

earlier.  

 

Cindy Jayne started the presentation describing 

the process for the nearly completed climate 

change vulnerability assessment for the North 

Olympic Peninsula. Ian Miller then took over 

and gave a very engaging presentation about 

the causes behind climate change, sea level rise 

and the predictions for the North Olympic 

Peninsula focusing on Neah Bay, Port Angeles, 

Port Townsend and the area near the 

Dungeness River estuary. 

This was the second and last presentation organized by Emily Larson, the CMRC educational 

outreach summer intern. 

Media Coverage  

Peninsula Daily News wrote an article promoting the speaker event 

http://www.peninsuladailynews.com/article/20150825/NEWS/308259969. The speaker event 

was posted on CMRC website. 

Produced Material  

The MRC summer intern, Emily Larson, made the following flyer which was distributed 

throughout Port Angeles and posted on CMRC website. 

 

 

http://www.peninsuladailynews.com/article/20150825/NEWS/308259969
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Evaluation Results  

More than 90 people enjoyed the presentations and the provided refreshments. The audience 

was asked to take a brief survey after the presentation. The general response was that they 

thought they had a better understanding of sea level rise and how it affects their community. 

The audience also expressed interest in seeing more presentations like this in the community.  

Dungeness River Festival 2015  

September 25th and 26th CMRC had a booth at the 

Dungeness River Festival. The booth displayed posters 

and handed out flyers about NWSC's kelp monitoring 

project and the Olympia oyster restoration efforts in 

Sequim Bay. The booth also displayed three posters 

made by the summer interns about marine debris, native 

plant removal, and Geographic Response Plan update of 

the Elwha estuary. 

 Participating in the festival provided an opportunity to 

connect with thousands of people. CMRC members Alan Clark, Kathy Cooper, Arnold Schoute, 

Jeff Ward, Bob Campbell and CMRC staff used live geoducks, Olympia and Pacific oysters to 

communicate the importance of good habitat and clean water for healthy shellfish populations. 

The geoducks were provided by CMRC member Doug Morrill and the Olympia oysters by 

Jamestown S’Kallam Tribe.  
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Similar to 2014, CMRC members enjoyed the 

opportunity to reach out to the festival participants 

including more than 900 grade school students. The 

student interaction with the festival booths was 

similar to last year. At each booth the students 

answered a question and with a correct answer, 

received a stamp in their festival passport. The 

CMRC question, ‘How long does a geoduck live?’ 

sparked similar conversations with the students as 

in 2014.  

Media Coverage  

The Dungeness River Festival event was posted on Dungeness River Audubon and CMRC 

websites. The festival was also featured in Sequim Gazette 

http://www.sequimgazette.com/news/328874001.html  

Produced Material  

A fact sheet about the kelp monitoring effort and an update of the Olympia oyster restoration 

brochure were made before the festival and distributed to visitors. In addition, two posters 

about the two projects were made and displayed in the booth during the festival.  

http://www.sequimgazette.com/news/328874001.html
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Evaluation Results  

CMRC potential reached 3,000 festival participants of which more than 900 were grade school 

students. 
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Appendix A 

 

Clallam County Public Workshop 

Community Oil Spill Preparedness 

Summary Report 

Submitted by Nhi Irwin, Veda Environmental 

The purpose of this document is to summarize the tasks completed for the Clallam County 

Marine Resources Committee (MRC) public workshop on oil spill preparedness held in Port 

Angeles on February 5, 2015. The following information is a summary of comments and 

recommendations as a result of the workshop.  

Task 1: Work with the Clallam County MRC to develop an agenda focused on addressing 

concerns around the level of prevention, preparedness and response in the region.  

Task 2: Work with state, federal and tribal agencies to identify topics and speakers to present 

on the topic of prevention, preparedness and response in the state.  

Task 3: Facilitate public meeting on February 5, 2015 

Task 4: Provide summary of workshop comments and recommendations for MRC action plan.  

Summary of results 

The workshop focused on addressing the concerns of Clallam County residents on the issue of 

the changing oil spill risk picture in the region, specifically around increases in vessel traffic risk.  

The speakers included state and federal agency and industry representatives as well as 

representatives from the Makah Tribal Nation. The agenda topics included:  

 State Oil Spill Prevention, Preparedness and Response Program 

 Federal Oil Spill Prevention, Preparedness and Response Program 

 Industry Investment in Prevention, Preparedness and Response 

 Vessel Traffic Risk Assessment Studies  

The workshop was well attended by community members. There were approximately 30 in 

attendance. The workshop was formatted to start with an overview of the topics and then open 

discussion with questions from the audience for the speakers.  

The following is a summary of some of the questions and concerns that were addressed during 

the workshop. We were able to get to as many of the questions as time permitted. Several 

follow-ups were done after the workshop through emails.  
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Questions from the audience that were addressed by the speakers:  

 The vessel traffic risk assessment study did not take in consideration the increase traffic 

in the region as a result of the coal exports. Do you plan to include that information in 

the next update?  

 How do locals get notified of spills?  

 Is the size of tankers going to get bigger? 

 The 8 and 24 hour HAZWOPER training is an annual requirement. Are there plans to 

have this be a 3-5 year requirement instead?  

 What is the main factor in oil spill incidents? 

 What is the trend in the vessel traffic in the region? When will it be enough?  

 How is the Canadian VTS/AIS system comparable to the US?  

 What is the status of the herring population near Cherry Point Refinery? 

 Can you pull contractors from Canada? 

 If it is not safe to pre-boom, at what point is it not safe to transfer? 

 How much of the increase in oil by rail add to the overall risk picture – how much more?  

The speakers had an opportunity to share what they see as actions and emerging issues that 

both community and MRC can address in order to stay involved and be proactive in the arena 

of oil spills.  The following are recommendations made by the speakers.  

Joe Raymond, Captain of Port Sector Puget Sound, US Coast Guard 

1. We need to use technology, VTS interventions, and the various vessel traffic 

assessments to pinpoint potential problem areas and then work together to create 

collaborative solutions (such as the Rosario Call-in Point Standard of Care) to prevent 

future incidents. 

2. We need additional spill response equipment caches and training for those areas with 

emerging risks of spills (e.g. the rail lines along the Columbia River). 

3. We need to better target our prevention programs on the fishing and recreational 

vessels that are currently spilling the most oil products in Puget Sound. 

Dave Byers, Response Section Manager, Department of Ecology  

1. Communities need to stay engaged in the issues. We have a low probability of a major 

oil spills but the consequence is high. People need to stay aware and engaged in the 

issues.  

2. Keep a dialog and share your concerns with local elected officials  

3. Volunteer your time and get involved in programs. Register at www.oilspills101.wa.gov.  

Don Noviello, Acting Unit Supervisor, Department of Fish and Wildlife 

WDFW is concerned about the potential impact of increasing oil movement through 

Washington’s waters on fish and wildlife resources that are both endangered and particularly 

http://www.oilspills101.wa.gov/
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sensitive to oil injury.  These include: southern resident killer whales, northern sea otters, and 

sea birds such as marbled murrelets.  Preventing oil spills is the most effective way to protect 

fish and wildlife resources followed by effective spill response.  

Citizens should become familiar with the recommended mitigation measures identified in the 

Vessel Traffic Risk Assessment study and the recommendations made in the Washington State 

Marine & Rail Oil Transportation Study and make their elected official aware of their interest in 

having those recommendations fully implemented. This will help reduce the potential for oil 

spills and help mitigate their impact if they do occur. 

Laura Nelson and Keith Ledford, Makah Tribal Nation 

1. Follow the oil transportation bill in the state legislature and encourage people to 

contact their representative to know they support increased regulation on oil transport 

by rail. 

2. Keep engaged in forums like this and encourage your friends and neighbors to do the 

same. 

3. Recognize the mutual benefit of the federal, state, tribal, and local governments 

working in a collaborative manner with industry and NGOs to strive to maintain and 

improve safety regulations. 

In conclusion, the workshop was both informative and valuable to both speakers and 

participants. The following was an article written after one of the participants attended the 

workshop. http://www.peninsuladailynews.com/article/20150217/NEWS/302179997/risk-of-

oil-spills-shifts-from-big-ships-to-smaller-vessels-coast 

http://www.peninsuladailynews.com/article/20150217/NEWS/302179997/risk-of-oil-spills-shifts-from-big-ships-to-smaller-vessels-coast
http://www.peninsuladailynews.com/article/20150217/NEWS/302179997/risk-of-oil-spills-shifts-from-big-ships-to-smaller-vessels-coast

