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Northwest Straits Commission meeting
April 24, 2026, 10:00 AM-12:00 PM

Attendees

Commission Members: Alan Clark (Clallam - Chair), Jamie Stephens (Vice Chair), Rick Beauregard
(Whatcom), Brenda Johnson (Jefferson), Elsa Schwartz, Lynne Wenberg (Skagit), Emily Grason, Phil
Salditt (Snohomish), Ken Collins (Island), Cecilia Gobin (NW Indian Fisheries Commission), Mindy

Roberts (Puget Sound Partnership)

Commission Staff: Jeff Whitty, Sasha Horst, Lucas Hart, Allie Simpson, Leah Skare, Jessica Owens,
Dana Oster

Others in Attendance: David Trimbach, Tim Ellis and Lowyn, Mark Fairhart (Whatcom MRC), Stuart

Thomas (WA Sea Grant), Mike Ramsey (San Juan), Jason Lim (Puget Sound Partnership - alternate)

Absent: Christina Koons (San Juan)

Welcome and Tribal Acknowledgement

Alan Clark opened the meeting with introductions and the Tribal Acknowledgement.

The April 2, 2026 Northwest Straits Commission meeting minutes were approved by consensus.

Speed Date with a Scientist: Understanding the Human Dimensions of Kelp

David Trimbach from the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, and member of the NW
Straits Commission’s Science Advisory Committee, presented on a collaborative social science
research project to better understand human interactions with, connections to, and uses of kelp.
The project is community-based participatory research, using facilitated dialogues and freelisting
exercises, participatory mapping, and photovoice to collect visual, spatial, qualitative, and
quantitative data. They have a series of workshops scheduled and additional information online at
their project website: https://wdfw.wa.gov/species-habitats/ecosystems/marine-shorelines/kelp

Election of Officers

The Commission moved and approved by consensus to elect Jamie Stephens as the chair and
Lynne Wenberg Davidson as vice-chair of the Commission for the year beginning at the May 2026
meeting.

MRC Reports
Clallam MRC - Alan Clark

e Pinto abalone surveys are taking place on April 15 and 16, in partnership with Puget Sound
Restoration Fund and Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife.


https://wdfw.wa.gov/species-habitats/ecosystems/marine-shorelines/kelp
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e Dr. Julia Parrish of the Coastal Observation and Seabird Survey Team (COASST) is giving a
presentation at the MRC’s April meeting about that organization’s work.

Island MRC - Ken Collins

e |sland MRC has decided their monthly meetings will move from 3-5pm to 4-6pm to make it
easier for working folks to attend!

e |sland MRC is celebrating Earth Day! Island MRC will not only present at Commissioner
Janet St. Clair’s upcoming Town Hall but was onsite at the YMCA Fort Casey Earth Day
where the collaborated with county partners to educate attendees on shoreline processes
and other stewardship work!

e Thelsland MRC forage fish team is on the home stretch of planning for the upcoming
workshop Forage Fish Community Workshop on April 27th at Cornet Bay Retreat Center!

Jefferson MRC - Brenda Johnson

e Gordon King, Troy McKelvey, and Bryan DeCaterina went out April 17 to do maintenance on
the Port Townsend Waterfront buoys, reinstall a buoy that came loose in February, and
install a new buoy near the Port Townsend Ferry.

e On April 6, two MRC members, Emily and Neil, presented the MRC Annual Update to the
Jefferson BOCC.

e The MRC discussed options for the future of the rain garden project at the April 7 MRC
meeting. Current capacity is likely to hire a gardener to provide regular maintenance. They
also may be able to contract with Master Gardeners to manage a silt/drainage issue at the
Chetzemoka park rain garden. A subcommittee was formed to focus on planning of future
steps and will have their first meeting on April 27.

San Juan MRC - Mike Ramsey

e The GreatlIslands Cleanup is scheduled for April 18. Working with partners across the
county and on multiple islands, they will bring together volunteers to clean beaches and
roadways across the island. This beloved community event is in its 13th year and garners
about 300 participants each Spring.

e The MRC, acting as the Citizen’s Advisory Group for Salmon Recovery will be attending site
visits for potential projects to receive funding at the end of April. This advisory is one of the
most important roles the MRC plays annually and helps to shape which salmon recovery
projects move forward.

Skagit MRC - Lynne Wenberg

e 2026 Salish Sea Stewards Training Program ended April 14. 15 new volunteers completed
the program.
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The spring 2026 Kids on the Beach program kicked off April 13-17 with Sedro-Woolley
Evergreen Elementary School at Bayview State Park. Around 92 6"-grade students
participated with the help of volunteers.

1,000 juvenile pinto abalone will be transferred to a new rearing facility at the Shannon Point
Marine Center where students can conduct experiments and assist in outplanting the
abalone.

Snohomish MRC - Phil Salditt

The MRC is planning and preparing to table at the Edmonds Watershed Fun Fair on May 2.
Topics of focus include marine vegetation and crab pot loss.

The MRC will be doing their annual presentation to County Council on May 19 and are
currently finalizing the presentation and recommendations.

Whatcom MRC - Rick Beauregard

The MRC hosted their first Beach Seine with Schools event on April 14 with 45 students from
Kendall Elementary School. Despite the wind and rain, we caught several salmonids and
had a very engaged group of students. The next two events are scheduled for May 12
(Columbia Elementary School) and May 22 (Cordata Elementary School).

The MRC will be kicking off their Olympia oyster restoration project in Drayton Harbor on
April 22. Volunteers will be distributing bags of Olympia oyster spat to multiple sites.

The MRC received additional grant funding through the Terry Husseman Coastal Protection
Fund to support continued Olympia Oyster restoration efforts in North Chuckanut Bay in
2027/2028.

Committee Updates

» Executive Committee: Jamie provided an update on Puget Sound Day on the Hill attendance,
the status of the Northwest Straits Commission reauthorization bill that they heard while there,
and the potential opportunities for MRCs to host elected officials during Congressional recess

in August. He also noted that the committee discussed the retreat debrief that is elsewhere on
the agenda and consideration of a strategy for state funding in the next biennium. The Executive
Committee asked MRCs to discuss the following items and share back to the Commission at
the May meeting:

O

Green crab: Although we do not have funding at the present time for this work, the
Commission is proactively evaluating interest in a NW Straits Commission coordinated
regional green crab molt search program among MRCs. This would involve the NW Straits
Commission coordinating 1 or 2 molt search classroom trainings per year in each county,

crafting of local informational letter for public in each county, and coordination of molt


https://wsg.washington.edu/crabteam/moltsearch/
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search blitz events in partnership with MRCs. Would your MRC be interested in participating
in such a project? What would your MRC need in order to participate?

o Big money: What would happen if your MRC was receiving $500,000 per year? What work
would you prioritize? Although this level of funding is not secured, nor promised, this is an
exercise to help us dream big and generate ideas that can be considered in the future!

The Executive Committee also recommended the Commission approve sending a letter of support
for a Reef Check grant proposal. The Commission moved and approved by consensus to send the
letter of support as written.

External Relations: Elsa noted that Jamie’s report on Puget Sound Day on the Hill covered relevant
updates on the NW Straits reauthorization bill. The External Relations Committee is interested in
strategies for getting elected officials out in and on the water and will be looking to partner with
MRCs for site visits this summer and fall.

Science Advisory Committee (SAC): Emily Horton has volunteered to serve as the SAC rep to the
2026 conference planning committee. Welcome to Nicole Naar, a new member of the SAC. The
SAC discussed hosting a pre-conference workshop for MRCs and hosting collaborative sessions on
MRC projects with interested MRCs. These are currently being scheduled upon request by MRCs.

Business Items

Retreat: Lucas noted that a summary of key takeaways and action items from the retreat was sent
via separate email for reference. A discussion will be part of the May 29 NW Straits Commission
meeting. Members of the Commission are encouraged to consider the notes between now and
then and come to the May meeting with key action items they feel we should focus on moving
forward.

Green crab: After 2027 NW Straits Commission will phase out of its current role in green crab
trapping. Commission staff and the Executive Committee would like to explore if there would be a
role for MRCs in performing molt searches post-2027, coordinated by the NW Straits Commission.
Molt Search is a program of Crab Team at WA Sea Grant and is a low-barrier monitoring effort. WSU
offers a training to interested entities: https://wsg.uw.edu/moltsearch. Although there is not
currently funding in hand to support the work, staff prepared a brief document to provide
information to MRCs for proactive discussions. Please direct any questions to Allie Simpson
(simpson@nwstraits.org). MRC representatives are encouraged to discuss this idea with their MRCs
to gauge interest. The Commission will follow up on this topic at the May meeting.


https://wsg.uw.edu/moltsearch
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Project Updates

Kelp Day Communications: Jeff Whitty shared an update on the first celebration of Bull Kelp Day
launched in 2025. Jessica Owens highlighted the Kelp Day social media and blog campaign which
were highly successful and generated higher than usual engagement with new audiences across
platforms. The campaign included multiple posts showcasing kelp information and featured the
artwork from three collaborating partner artists.

NW Straits Commissioner Updates

Puget Sound Partnership — Over 50 representatives from the region attended the successful Puget
Sound Day on the Hill in mid-April. The latest issue of their online magazine, Making Waves, was
just released and can be found here: https://makingwaves.psp.wa.gov/

NW Indian Fisheries Commission — Cecilia Gobin provided an update on a variety of activities
happening at the NW Indian Fisheries Commission. They recently published their 2025 State of the
Watersheds Report: https://nwifc.org/publications/state-of-our-watersheds/. These reports have
been prepared since 2012, and previous reports are also available online.

NW Indian Fisheries Commission is preparing to comment on the State Waters Alteration Permit, a
new permit that is housed and issued by Ecology that regulates impacts to wetlands and streams
that are not otherwise managed under federal authorities. These impacts are currently authorized
through administrative orders rather than a permit mechanism. The new permit system will create
more robust and transparent system. More information is available online:
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-217
Other topics raised included the Department of Agriculture roadless rule, which would open federal
lands to areas that were previously inaccessible, and locatable minerals rule that would open
national forestlands to extractive activities. These rules have impacts on cultural uses and treaty
rights. Concern was also shared related to other federal regulatory rollbacks, such as the Sacket
decision that defines US waters and 401 water quality certifications that states issue to federally
permitted projects, which are slated to be rolled back to previous versions.

Public Comment

There was no public comment.

Adjourn

The meeting was adjourned at 12:10pm.

The next meeting of the Northwest Straits Commission will be on May 29, 2026 via Zoom.
Information can be found at https://nwstraits.org/upcoming-events.



https://makingwaves.psp.wa.gov/
https://nwifc.org/publications/state-of-our-watersheds/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fecology.wa.gov%2Fregulations-permits%2Flaws-rules-rulemaking%2Frulemaking%2Fwac-173-217&data=05%7C02%7Chorst%40nwstraits.org%7C07c96ad00ab54362499b08dea235a0d7%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C639126548373061926%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3lzUy72rUa1liM9WT7ux9XithVS%2FXHJTtpN5HKeJKEU%3D&reserved=0
https://nwstraits.org/upcoming-events
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